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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF RICHMOND IHILL

BY-LAW NO. 150-09

A By-law to designate Gormley a Heritage Conservation District and to adopt the
Gormley Heritage Conservation District Study and Plan including the District Inventory

WIHEREAS pursuant to Section 40 of Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O.
1990, c. 0.18, as amended (the “Act”), Council of The Corporation of the Town of
Richmond Hill (“Town”) undertook a study (the “Gormley Ieritage Conservation District
Study”) of the area outlined on Schedule “A” attached to this By-law hereinafter referred
to as the “Gormley District” for the purpose of designating one or more heritage
conservation districts;

AND WHEREAS the Town’s Official Plan contains provisions relating to the
establishment of heritage conservation districts;

AND WHEREAS pursuant to Section 41 of the Act, where there is in effect in a
municipality an official plan that contains provisions relating to the establishment of
heritage conservation districts, the council of the municipality may by by-law designate the
municipality or any defined area or areas thereof as a heritage conservation district;

AND WHEREAS Council of the Town wishes to designate the Gormley District as
a Heritage Conservation District and adopt a Ileritage Conservation District Plan for the
Gormley District (the “Gormley Heritage Conservation District Plan”);

NOW THEREFORE TIIE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF TIIE TOWN
OF RICHMOND HILL ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:

1. THAT the area outlined by the heavy lines shown on the map attached hereto as
Schedule “A”, and forming part of this By-law, is hereby designated as a Heritage
Conservation District under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.0. 1990,
chapter O.18 (the “Act”).

2. THAT the Heritage Conservation District Plan (the “Gormley Heritage
Conservation District Plan”), attached hereto as Schedule “B”, is hereby adopted
and forming part of this By-law.

3. THAT this By-law shall come into full force and effect on the date of final passage
hereof at which time all by-laws that are inconsistent with the provisions of this
By-law and the same are hereby amended insofar as it is necessary to give effect to
the provisions of this By-law.

4. THAT the Council hereby delegate to the Commissioner of Planning and
Development, or his or her designate, all power, save and except the power to
refuse an application, respecting the granting of consents and approvals which was
assigned to Council under Section 42(4) of the Act including the authority to attach
terms and conditions, if the alteration, erection, demolition and/or removal of any
building or structure on the property complies with the policies and guidelines of
the Gormley Heritage Conservation District.

READVA-EIRSIA]\\{D SECOND TIME THIS 14™ DAY OF DECEMBER, 2009.

READ A THI%{[‘IME AND PASSED THIS 14™ DAY OF DECEMBER, 2009.

MaEyeiF - o Uave Barrow
Mayor

ity

Town Clerk .

File: D12-GO (MK)






SCHEDULE “B”
TO BY-LAW NO. 156-09

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Plan
which includes The Disirict Inventory 2008 and The Study and Plan 2008

This is Schedale B to By-law No. 150-09
Passed by the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Richmand Hill
on the 14" Day of Decerabier, 2009
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Mayor D Canow Town Clerk
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1.1 The District Documents 1.2 Unity of the Documents

The Gormley Heritage Conservation District Plan is published These documents are complementary, and they are to be
in two volumes: considered as a whole in interpreting the Plan.

1. This District Inventory

Part One describes the Architectural Styles found in the
District.

Part Two describes every every property in the District.

¢  Contains photographs and descriptions of each
building.

. Contains historical information, where available.

2. The Study and Plan.

. Describes the history of Garmley.

L] Examines its physical and cultural heritage
character.

. Considers existing development controls.

. Recommends that a Gormley Heritage Conservation
District is warranted, and recommends a boundary.

. Contains the Heritage Statements required by the
Ontario Heritage Act.

e  Establishes policies for the District.
. Recommends other municipal policies to support the

District.

. Establishes systems for implementation of the
District

L Establishes guidelines for changes to properties in
the District.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Inventory
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4.4 Study Area Inventory

Gormiey Court
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4.4 Study Area lnventory

Gormley Road East
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Wittiam Bastard House
Location: 38 Gormisy Road East
Yaar Bullt: ¢ 1909

Style: Four-square aocantric
Storeys: 2112

Classification: Inventeried

Foundation:

Cladding, Omamental Soncrets Block
Roof: Asphistt shingies

Windows: Replatement, fixed glass.

Descriplion: A foursquare house, with  unusual  touches:
comstructed of the locally-produced desorative concrete hlock;
having ¢ shallow mansard octagenal cormer porgh; and having that
cotagen impressed infe the main building cresting an angled andry
bay. Laler 2-siorey board and batlen addition to the nghl ear
Qutbuiiding to the fight rear,

Lush fandscaping with large malurs rees.

Archives: GPA 63,

Gormiey Meritage Conservation District inventory

History:

This concrafe block house is a lmss pretentious version of its
neighbour, the Georgs W. Baker House. it was bulit circa 1908 by
Williarn Bestard, a machanic and the adopied son of John Bestard
and Mary (Nlliams) Bestard. Prior to moving 1o Gomnley, he fved on
a farm on Lot 32, Conceasion 2, Markham Township in 2 houss that
still stands at 12 Matrias Oourt,

The Bestaed house was constructed i the American Foursquaie style
using some of the products of the Nawth American Cement Block and
Tie Company. The richly textured rock-faced walis are aceented with
preminent quoiting and 2 belt course belween the ground floor and
second Aoor. The polvgonal carner paviilon, wath #s fiat roof and stout
noured concrele posts, zdds visual interest to the design. The
concrate block and siab rading s an urusual feature,

Comments: Fuiure alteralions might indlude sestoration of historically
avthentic wirdows,

Phote from about 1838, GPA 853,
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4.4 Study Area Inventory

Gormiey Road West

Photo couttesy of Lloyd Harvery.
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4.4 Study Area invenory

Gormley Station Road

GPA#2 Courtesy of Bva (Wideman) Johnson,

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Inventory
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GORMLEY HERITAGE CONSERVATION DISTRICT STUDY AND PLAN
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- CNOTED This dogdment consists of two parts: § The Study -which examines the Gormigy area and its hzstory and estabi:shes )
-~ boundary; and § The Plan which contains the heritage statements, and provides policies. design guidefines, and procedures for the
Gormley Heritage Conservation District, as required by the Onfario MHedlags Act The Inventary of bulldings (1 published separately.

Table of Contents

i THE STUDY

1.8 Introduction

1.1 The Meritage Conservation District Gancent 2
1.2 Puroose of the Sludy 3
1.3  Background {o the Study 4
14 The Study Area 8
1.5 implications of Designation 45 a Herltage Conservation District 7
2.0  Historical Aspects

21 A Bhorl History of Gormisy 10
3.8  District Criteria

31 A Heritage Conservation District: Why and Where a3
32  Crierig for Establishing a District Boundary 24
40  Examination

4.1 Topographical Setting 31
42  Overalt Charsoter az
43  Heritage Resources 34
50  Current Development Controls

5.1 Official Plan--Qak Ridges Moraine 35
52  Zoning By-lLaw 38
53  Sign By-law 37
54  Tree Bylaw a7
55  Pravincial Policy Statement 38
56  Regwonal Policy Effeus 36

6.0 Public Consultation AQ







7.0

8.0
8.1

1l
Part A

1.0

PR
WK =

2.0
21
22
23
24
25
3.0

3.1
32

PartB

4.0

District Boundaries:

42

Conclusions

Recemmended Actions, 43

THE PLAN

Introduction

Introduction

The District Documents, 456
Unity of the Documents 48
The District Boundary 45
Heritage Character and Heritage Statements

Heritage Resources 47
Heritage Character, 48
Statement of Heritage Value 49
Statement of Heritage Attributes 49
Statement of Objectives in Designating the District 50
Review and Interpretation

Review of Activities in the District 52
Contexis for Interpretation 52
District Policies

District Policies—Buildings and Sites

Qverview 55
Heritage Buildings 56
MNon-Heritage Buildings 58
New Residential Buildings 59
Landscapes, 59







5.0
54
52
53
55
56
57
6.0

6.1

7.41

District Policies—Streetscape and intrastructure

Overview

Public Signage

Vegetation

Public Awareness

Municipal Policies

Overview

Site Plan Controf

Signage By-law

Demolition Control

Heritage Easements

Tax Measures

Grants and Loans

Tree Preservation

Part C Implementing the District

8.0

Implementation

Qverview

Building Permits

60
Roads, Curbs, and Municipal Services 60
Sidewalks and Boulevards 60
Street Furniture and Pedestrian Amenities 681
Street Lights and Utility Wires 51
61
62
District Policies—Special Areas and Projects
683
65
Recognizing the District Plan 65
Land Use in the District 65
Land Severance and Minor Variences 66
66
&7
67
67
68
68
68
70
Application Review Process 70
73
Enforcement of the District Plan 73
Recognizing the District Plan 73
Understanding the District Plan 73
Monitoring the District Plan 73
Public Awareness of the District 74
75

Application Checklists







Fart b Design Guidelines

49  Guidelines for Buildings and Surroundings

8.1 Architactural Siyles 79
8.2  Henlgge Design and Datails B4
9.3  Exigting Heritage Bulldings 107
94  Existing Nen-Mertage Buiidings 123
25  New Devalopment 124
96  Streetscape Work 131
9.7  Landscaping 135

10.0 SBources

1.1 Documants Available for Guicdance 437
102 Bioliography 137
10.3  Inlernet Sources . 139
Apperndix

Glogsgary of Architectural Terms 142












1.V 1nroaucuon

1.2 Purpose of the Study

This Study is undertaken pursuant to Part V of the
Ontario Heritage Act, RSO 1990, Chapter 0.18. The
purpose of the Study is to provide the supporting data
necessary to effect the designation of a Heritage
Conservation District for a portion of the Town of
Richmond Hill, as called for in Sections 1.4.6.3 of the
Official Plan of the Town of Richmond Hill.

The primary goal of the Gormley Heritage Conservation District
Study is to provide the basis for the development of a Heritage
Conservation District Plan for the community. The objectives of
the Study include:

a) to inventory and evaluate the features of the study area
that contribute to its special character as a heritage
area;

b) to examine the impact of planning and other municipal
and provincial regulations and policies with respect to
their potential impacts on the area;

c) to seek public input from the local residents and
property owners on their vision for their community and
the implementation of HCD designation and plan;

d) to recommend to Council appropriate boundaries for the
district designation.

Adoption of this Study will lead to the preparation of
Heritage Conservation District Plan, in conformity with
Section 41.1 of the Ontario Heritage Act. The Plan will
include:

« a statement of the objectives to be achieved in
designating the area as a heritage conservation
district;

« a statement explaining the cultural heritage value
or interest of the heritage conservation district;

e a description of the heritage attributes of the
heritage conservation district and of properties in
the district;

s policy statements, guidelines and procedures for
achieving the stated objectives and managing
change in the heritage conservation district; and

» a description of the alterations or classes of
alterations that are minor in nature and that the
owner of a property in the heritage conservation
district may carry out or permit to be carried out on
any part of the property, without obtaining a
Heritage Permit.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Study 3






L.V 1ntroauction

1.3 Background of the Study

What are the effects of Heritage Conservation District
designation?

An area that has been designated as a Heritage Conservation
District is carefully chosen, studied and designated to enable it
to receive special treatment. It is anticipated that an HCD will
enjoy a continued vitality because of the enhancement of its
historical and architectural character. The future viability of the
District will be protected as the possible intrusion of
incompatible uses and structures will be controlied to some
degree. At the same time, an HCD should not be isolated as a
museum piece, but rather it should accommodate services and
functions that are important to the municipality of which it forms
a part.

An HCD designation allows a municipality to use architectural
and urban design controls to affect design details and materials
for new buildings, additions and renovations. Designation also
allows the municipality to prevent demolition of heritage
buildings and to protect heritage structures from alterations that
could detract from their historical and architectural significance.
Designation can provide a financial benefit to property owners
through access to Federal, Provincial and Municipal heritage
grant and loan programs in cases where heritage designation is
a prerequisite to qualify.

In a designated HCD, all buildings are subject to the policies of
the HCD Plan, whether they are historical or more recent
structures. This ensures that the entire area is treated in a
consistent manner and all property owners may benefit from
funding programs, when available, Typically, design guidelines
for non-heritage buildings are less detailed and rigorous than
those for heritage buildings.

The details of an HCD Plan can be custom-fit to suit the needs
and wishes of the community. For example, the Heritage Act
allows a Plan to exempt certain classes of minor work from
review and permits. Usually, routine maintenance and repairs,
and small secondary back-yard constructions are exempted.

HCD designation does not generally regulate land use, zoning,
or other matters generally dealt with under the Planning Act,
but a Plan may contain guidelines concerning Site Plan
approval, severances, and building scale and mass. It can also
offer recommendations for changes in some other policies, so
that the municipal efforts in the District are harmonized.

The Plan will contain provisions for administration of the
District—review of applications, and the issuance of Heritage
Permits. The system of administration is chosen by each
municipality. Review may be conducted by Town staff, the
Municpal Heritage Committee (Heritage Richmond Hill), or by a
special committee appointed by Council. In most municipalities
there is no fee for a Heritage Permit, and the forms for a permit
application fit on a a single page.

Council always retains the central role in maintaining the Plan.
Applicants can appeal permit decisions to Council, and Council
can update and revise the administration of the District by a
simple resolution.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Study 5






1.0 iatroduction

15 Implications of Designation as a Meritage Conservation District.

Planning for Change

All municipalities plan for the future, using their powers under
The Planning Azt The instrumanis ¢f these powers are Official
Plans, Secondary Plans, Zoning By-laws and Site-Plan
approvals. Property owners wha are contemplating changes in
the buill form of communsities must seek approval under thege
instruments, In accordance with The Planning Act.

HMeritage Conservalion Diskrict Flans are aise  planning
instruments, although they denve theie authorty from the
Ontaric Herffage Act, rather than from the Planning Act. They
provide municipaliies with addilional, and different, tools for
accommodating and shaping change,

A significant difference is that the Ontarip Herilage Act
addresses issues of visual appearance, which the Planning
Act explicitly excludes from its concems. The ability Io
praserve community characler is greally enhanced when a
heritage plan s part of the municipal tool kit along with the
reguiation of building size, Site Plan approval, use, and so on,
under The Mlanaing Acl.

Growing Use of Heritage Districts.

Since the original passage of the Heritage Acl in 1875, there
has been continued growth in the number of Districts in
Ontarin. Therg has been a stiong recent up-lrend, particularly
i smaller municipalities where modem growth thraatens to
overwheim older towns and villages, Thirleen municipalities
have been sufficiently satisfied with their first districts that they
have crealpd addifional ones.
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This greph shows the growth in the number of hedtage
conservation districts in Ontario since the enactment of the
Ontario Herdtage Act in 1878, information from the Ontario
Ministry of Cullure.

A Stabie Environment

Public consullation in the development of a bediage
conservalion district plan allows local people 1o plan for the
kuture appearance of their own neighbowhood, as changes
gocur ol tme—as they ingvilably will.  f's a way for
neighbours to promise each other to maintain e miegrly of
the place that they alf call home. This kind of statslity
preserves and enhances the desirability of the neighbourhood.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Study 7






1.0 I1ntroduction

1.5 Implications of Designation as a Heritage Conservation District.

Heritage Permits

Heritage Permits are the administrative instruments of a
heritage conservation district.

Section 42. 1 of the Ontario Heritage Act requires an owner of
property in a heritage conservation district to obtain a permit
from the municipality to:

“1. Alter, or permit the alteration of, any part of the property,
other than the interior of any structure or building on the

property.

“2. Erect, demolish or remove any building or structure on the
property or permit the erection, demolition or removal of such a
building or structure.”

Certain classes of work may be exempted from the requirement
of a permit, as seen in Section 41.1 (5) (e), below.

The Ontario Heritage Act sets standards for a heritage district
plan in Section 41.1 (5):

“(5) A heritage conservation district plan shall include,

“(a) a statement of the objectives to be achieved in
designation the area as a heritage conservation district;

“ib) a statement explaining the cultural heritage value or
interest of the heritage conservation district;

“(c) a description of the heritage attributes of the heritage
conservation district and of properties in the district;

“d) policy statements, guidelines and procedures for
achieving the stated objectives and managing change in the
heritage conservation district.

“e) a description of the alterations or classes of
alterations that are minor in nature and that the owner of
property in the heritage conservation district may carry our or
permit to be carried out on any part of the property, other
than the interior of any building or structure on the property,
without obtaining a permit under Section 42, “

To simplify the legal language, Heritage Permits are required
for all exterior work except that which has been exempted in
the district plan, and the objectives, policies and guidelines in
the district plan establish the framework for approval of permit
applications.

Demolition Control

A noteworthy change in the 2005 amendments to the Ontario
Heritage Act is the new ability of municipalities to prevent the
demolition of buildings in heritage conservation districts.
Previously, demolitions could only be delayed for a period of
180 days. This change brings Ontario in line with most North
American jurisdictions in the power to preserve heritage.

Maintenance Standards

Under Section 45.1 of The Ontario Heritage Act, a
municipality that has a property standards by-law under the
Building Code Act, can pass a similar by-law setting minimum
standards for maintenance of heritage attributes of property
in a heritage conservation district.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Study 9


















2.0 Historical Aspects

Establishment of Gormley

The original hamlet of Gormley or Gormley’s Corners was established at
the intersection of Woodbine Avenue and the Stouffville Sideroad. The
community was named for its first postmaster, James Gormley, in 1854. He
was a storekeeper and auctioneer and a former school teacher. In its
heyday, Gormley supported a hotel, store, blacksmith shop, weaver, boot
and shoemaker and several rural industries. These included a cheese
factory, sawmills, a wagon maker, a planing mill, and a grist mill. In addition
to the businesses, there were a number of residences clustered within this
crossroads community. Today, “Old Gormley” remains a distinct hamlet
within the current municipal boundaries of the Town of Whitchurch-
Stouffville.

The western portion of the Gormley community that is now part of the Town
of Richmond Hill was established when the new James Bay Railway line
came through the neighbourhood in 1805-1906. This part of Gormiey is
referred to by a number of different names: New Gormley, West Gormiey,
Gormley Station, or simply “Gormley.” The geographical distinction between
New Gormley and Old Gormley was less pronounced prior to the
construction of Highway 404 and the rerouting of the Stouffville Sideroad.

Prior to “New Gormley”, the intersection of Leslie Street and Stouffville
Road was known as Emery’s Corner. It was named after John Emery, who
ran a store out of a building that once stood on the north east corner of
what is now Gormley Road West and Farmer Court. A harness shop later
operated at this location. The combination house and store was demolished
in the 1950s.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Study
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2.0 Hustorical Aspects

The Coming of the Rallway

The most significant influence on the hislory and development of Gormiey
was the arrival of the Jamas 8ay Railway line in 1305-1306. The James
Bay Railway Company recelved its charier in 1895, 1t was the first project
of ralfway promoters Mackenzie and Mann, who later centrofied the Toronte
and York Radial Failway, the succassor to the Melropolitan Failway.
Canstruction of the line, which ran from Toronto to Sudbury, ook place
batween 1905 and 1808, # was intendsd o service the mining region of
Northem Ontario as new slver, nickel and ron mines were haing opened
4p in the early years of the 20th century.

Folowing their original survey of Gormley in the winter of 1903-1804, the
company bought the rightof-way in Whitchurch from John Leary and in
Markham from Daniel Doner. The tracks were finally iaid through MNew
Gormiey by September of 1808, The lne between Toranie and Parry
Soungd was officially opened on Monday, November 18, 1908, By
Dacember, the railway was in full operation. By this time the nama of the
company had changed i¢ the Canadian Northem Onlario Rallway, and later
{0 the Canadiar NMorthermn Railway, In 1923, the line became part of the new
Carnadian National Railways system.

Bouth of the Stoulfville Sidercad, a two storey station was bullt in 1907,
along with associated struciures such as a driving shed, coal shed, stock
pens, saction house, and garage. Mr. W. A. Wilson was the first Station
Agent. Clustersd around the stetion ground were g numbeyr of businesses
thel relied on the rail service, and along with these enterprises were the
homes of their cwners and others who buill substanlial new houses in the
emerging centre. The station was important to local farmers who shipped
milk andg other produce o the gty from here,

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Study

Twn views of the Gormiey Station,.
GPA #37 above, and #8 below
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The Development of Hew Gormley

Danist #. Boner, @ farmer, was the son of Peler Roner and Elizabeth Haise.
in 1908, he had one of ths first new houses in the village built by David W,
Heise. Today this house is 185 Gormiey Road West, at Station Road, By
the tme New Sormiey reached s peak of developmant, a general slore,
garage, planing mill, ruler factory, grain slevator and feed mill as weli as a
placksmith shop, railway station and saclion house were all wall established
on the Coner homestead,

Gevid Heise, another prominant gitizen of New Gormlgy, was a mschanic,
carpenter and preacher, in the July 5, 1906 edition of The Liberal, it was
taported that “Mr. D W. Heize has built himself a fine residance adfoining
tha raiway...” This was the first of a sedes of new red brick residences to
be tedlt in the emerging hamiel. With his brothar Jacob, D. W. Heiss built a
fearne doubis house on Station Road in 1908, In 1804, he helped to form
the Bethesda and Sicuffville Telephone Company. Eventually, this
independent company was purchased by Bell.

The floner and Heise houses were just wo of many fine, spacious
residences o be constructed on sither side of Gormiey's "main sirzel” in
the first guarter of the Z0th century. Maost of these were subslantial red
brick, two slorsy dwellings. The favoured architectural shyles were the
Edwardian Classical, Queen Anne Revival and American Foursquare.
Ample verandahs, decoralive glass, attic rooms and adpining frame
paizge houses were feahures of many of these houses. A rumber of
frame houses were added as well, a faw of which were nlder homas
ralocated o the hamiet and placed on naw foundations. Perhaps the most
innovalive of the dweallings 10 be constructed in New Gormley was the home
of Gaorge W, Baker, the cement biock manufacturer, His remwrkable
cement block house was a veritable “sample case” of the products offersd
by his business.

F T e

Yigsied W nd Sevpreniiy Beise, datigieter JEenlab

GEA R57, courtesy of Floyd Dounse.
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24 Historical Aspects

On the west side of Station Read, a blacksmith shop was established by Bl
Mantle in 190%. Mantle was formerdy emplayed by the famous Trepch
Carriage Works of Richmond Hill. The buiiding itsell was probably buill by
the Heise brothers. In 1912, F_ J. Woodward moved inlo the double house
nexi door and becams the next operator of the blacksmith shop at New
Gormiey. The shop was laler operated by Samus! M. Doner, who sold o
Alvin and Percy Farmer in 1922, The Farmer brothers, who also operated a
planing mill, converled the blacksmith shop ino a8 small fackory producing
suters and other types of measuring sticks. In March 1925, the business
had an order for 100,000 gascline tank measuring gauges. Taday, though
the building is shut up and quiet, it remains an important landmark 88 one
of the few commercialfindustrial structures from New Gormley’s heyday as
@ rural business cenlre,

A new genersl sfore was built by the Reversnd Peter Cober near the
raitway station i 1912, replacing a temporary location at which he had
enjoyed good husiness. History has not recorded s location, Perhiaps i
was another building that once stood on or near the same site. In addition
1o his mercantiie business, Cober was a minister at the Gonmisy Mennonite
Brethren in Chist Church. W. Birch and ther J. T. and Mabis {Sniden
Jdohinson were sucoessive owners of the store, which was passed on I
their son Whilney and his wife, Eva (Wideman) Johneon, Eva Johnson gtill
owns e buliding. Iy 1947, the building was damaged by & fire bul was
repaired and reopensd untit 1955, when i dosed it doors after 43 vears of
businggs. The old storefront. with s gracefully arched windows, slill
remaing and makes the building readily identifiable as a former commercial
establishment,

Just prior o the First Waorld War, an open-alr skating rink was iocated in
Hew Gormiey, near the block plant. A frame building housing 3 change
roam and concession stand was constructed in association with the rink.
For a time, the fittie bullding served g variety of community-rolated
functions, then was eventually converted into 2 resigence.

Gormiey Heritage Conservation District Study

Interior of Peter Cober’s General Store. GPA #15,

21






3.0 District Criteria

3.1 A Heritage Conservation District: Why and Where

3.1.1 Official Basis

Subsection 41(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act requires Specific authority, concerning the Hamiet of Gomley is
that prior to designating a Heritage Conservation established in Official Plan Amendment 218:

District by by-law, a municipality must have an Official

Plan that contains provisions relating to the 1463

establishment of such districts. The Act doesn’t It is the intention of Council to undertake a Heritage
specify the nature of those provisions, but the Ministry Conservation Study and Plan for the hamlet of Gormley in

order to identify and protect the existing heritage homes and

suggests in its Guidelines that reference to the Act
character of the hamlet.

and its requirements, and a statement of intent to
designate one or more areas be included in the
Official Plan.

The Town of Richmond Hill meets the requirements
under the Act as stated above. General authority to
conduct studies and create plans for Heritage
Conservation Districts in the Town is established in
the Official Plan sub-sections quoted below:

222104

Certain areas of the Town may be designated as
Heritage Conservation Study Areas by By-law passed
pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act (R.S.0. 1880), to be
studied with a view to establishing these areas as
Heritage Conservation Districts. These areas will not be
limited to the areas shown on Schedule 3 of this Official
Plan.

2.2.2105

In consultation with the Local Architecturai Conservation
Advisory Committee, a Heritage Conservation District
Plan for the area(s) designated under Section 2.2.2.6.4
may be prepared in accordance with the guidelines for
such plans established by the Ministry of Culture and
Recreation. Having received the endorsement of the
Ministry of Culture and Recreation for this plan, the
area(s) may be designated as a Heritage Conservation
District(s), pursuant to Section 41 of the Ontario Heritage
Act (R.S.0. 1980).
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3.0 District Criteria

rural environments and may comprise residentiai, commercial and
industrial areas, established rural landscapes or entire villages or
hamiets.

Successful area examination has aiways included an evaluation of
each property from a variety of perspectives. The following criteria
suggest the basic questions that ought to be addressed.

Historical associations. A building, structure, or property may have
been associated with the life of a well known historic personage or
group, or have played some role in an important historical event or
episode.

Architectural value. A building or structure may be exemplary for
the study of the architecture of construction of a specific period or
area, or the work of an important builder, designer, or architect.

Vernacular design. A modest, well-crafted building or structure
may be no less important to the community’s heritage than an
architectural gem such as a mansion or public building.

Integrity. A building, or structure, together with its site, should
retain a large part of its integrity its relation to its earlier state(s) in
the maintenance of its original or early materials and
craftsmanship.

Architectural details. Specific architectural consideration should
include style, plan, and the sequence of spaces; use of materials
and details, including windows, doors, signs, ornaments, and so
on; colours, textures, and lighting; and the relationships of all these
to neighbouring buildings.

Landmark status or group value. Where a building or structure is
an integral part of a distinctive area of a community, or is
considered to be a landmark, its contribution to the neighbourhood
character may be of special value.

Open spaces. Examination of a potential district should also
include public spaces such as sidewalks, roads and streets, and
public parks or gardens. These features often play roles as
conspicuous as those of buildings in the envircnment. Open
spaces provide setting for buildings as well as places to view them

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Study
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3.0 District Criteria

- greas of buildings and structures that have acguired a
definite sense of Hme and place through historical
associations with activities, events and ilividuals

Boundaries should be drawn to inciude not only the buildings or
structures of intergst but also the whole property on which they are
locatad, Vacant land, irfill siles, public open space and
contemporary buildings may aiso be contained within the district
where it is desirable (o ensure that ther future deveiopment is in
keeping with the character of the area. Boundaries may folicw
distinctive topographical features such as rivers, roads, wails,
fences, reeiines arkd siopes.  Less visible elements such as
propenty or ot lines, and use designations in official plansg or
houndaries for particuiar uses or densities in the zoning by-law
may also influence the delineation of the boundary, especially as
they may effect its eventual legal description in by-law form.

This drawing from the Mimsin's
guidelings on the delineation shows the
variety of consideranans that wmay go
into determining a District Boundary,

R —

< IR i S b P TR

B gy v
L ]
Vg b

oot oF b ¥ e T
et 8 TR L
i T 2ol 5 b
I 2

Wt T W
e st Ceta, WosAra s
PR 2t vl
—

ey el phinces i
- At
s g s
VAR i g

Gormiey Heritage Conservation District Study

27






3.0 District Criteria

The Ontario Heritage Act also embodies The Ontario Heritage Trust
(formerly the Ontario Heritage Foundation), and entrusts it with several

objecti

ves related to the conservation, protection, and preservation of the

Province’s heritage. Well Preserved, The Ontario Heritage Foundation's
Manual of Principles and Practice for Architectural Conservation offers
additional guidance, under the headings of Neighbourhood and District
Character, and Heritage and Planning Policies, parts of which are quoted

below:

Much of the motivation for heritage conservation comes from a
general concern that future construction will not fit as well into a
neighbourhood as existing structures. The public has a growing
sense that conservation is essential to neighbourhood or district
planning beyond preservation of single buildings. The character of
an area, with its buildings, landscapes and streets, has become of
considerable value, even though no single person owns or controls
this amenity— and even though its boundaries may be difficult to
determine.

A district of particular heritage importance may be a collection of
pleasant residential streets with solid Victorian houses [or] a main
street lined with commercial blocks of many different eras, a
collection of mill and factory buildings along a waterfront, or even a
rural landscape of scenic interest. Such areas are more than the
sum of their parts and are demonstrably unique. They may be
amenities for local people as well as attractions to visitors from
near and far. They serve as a tangible focus for community pride.

Provide for diversity as well as consistency in assessing and
planning districts. Include vacant lands within district boundaries
where their development offers opportunities that may either
enhance or damage the character of the district, and make explicit
criteria for the quality of development on such lands, especially on
frontages facing heritage properties.

Boundaries are based on a combination of factors, including
physical situation, visual perceptions, patterns of historical
evolution, and various definitions of property and land use
regulations.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Study
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5.0 Current Development Controls

5.5 Provincial Policy Statement

In the words of its preamble, “The Provincial Policy Statement provides policy
direction on matters of Provincial interest related to land use planning and
development.” The current Provincial Policy Statement came into effect on March
1, 2005, and applies to all applications, matters or proceedings commenced on or
after that date.

Section 2.6 deals with Cultural Heritage and Archaeology, and two subsections are
relevant to this Study.

Section 2.6.1 has been strengthened, and is now in the form of a mandamus:
“Significant built heritage resources and significant cultural heritage landscapes
shall be conserved.” (emphasis added, ed.)

Section 2.6.3 deals with lands adjacent:

“Development and site alteration may be permitted on adjacent lands to protected
heritage property where the proposed development and site alteration has been
evaluated and it has been demonstrated that the heritage attributes of the
protected heritage property will be conserved.

“Mitigative measures and/or alternative development approaches may be required
in order to conserve the heritage alfributes of the protected heritage property
affected by the adjacent development cor site alteration.”

This requires “identification, protection, use and/or management of cultural heritage
resources in such a way that their heritage values, attributes and integrity are
maintained.” This requirement will apply to lands adjacent to the Heritage
Conservation District.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Study
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Il The Plan

Part A
Introduction

Gormiey Heritage Conservation Disirict Plan 45













2.0 Heritage Character and Heritage Statements

2.3 Statement of Heritage Value

Gormley is an ideal community for an HCD. Gormley is off the beaten track due
to the rerouting of the Stouffville Sideroad and the barrier of the CNR tracks at its
centre, making it a self-contained, distinct community.

Gormley is a distinct area in the Town of Richmond Hill, characterized by a
wealth of heritage buildings, and a strongly rural character. 1t is a historic rural
hamlet with a remarkable sense of cohesiveness in its collection of mainly early
20th century houses. With a total of 23 buildings within the hamlet listed on the
Richmond Hill Inventory of Buildings of Architectural and Historical Importance,
there is a high percentage of heritage buildings in the area. Only one historical
house has been demolished since 1990, and very few new buildings have been
introduced into the neighbourhood since the post World War [l period.

Particular elements worthy of preservation are:

e A high percentage of heritage buildings, most of which are very intact;

e A rural village character created by rural road profiles, large lots, rural
outbuildings, mature trees, rich ornamental planting, undisturbed
topography, and surrounding natural and agricultural areas; and,

* A strong sense of place created by the small size of the community, the
survival and good maintenance of the many heritage buildings, and the
lack of modern development in the hamlet or in sight of the hamlet.

2.4 Statement of Heritage Attributes

The heritage attributes of Gormley are embedied in its buildings and landscapes,
which are shown and described in detail in Sections 4.1 through 4.4 of this Study,
and in the District Inventory, published in a separate volume. These attributes are
worthy of preservation.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Plan 49






2.0 Heritage Character and Heritage Statements

2.5.4 Obijectives for Landscape/Streetscape

To facilitate the introduction of, as well as conservation of, historic landscape treatments in
both the public and private realm.

To preserve trees and mature vegetation, and encourage the planting of species
characteristic of the District.

To introduce landscape, streetscape, and infrastructure improvements that will enhance the
heritage character of the District.

To introduce landscape, streetscape, and infrastructure improvements that will encourage a
safe and comfortable pedestrian environment.

2.5.5 Objectives for New Residential Development

To ensure compatible infill construction that will enhance the District’s heritage character and
complement the area’s village-like, human scale of development.

To guide the design of new development to be sympathetic and compatible with the heritage
resources and character of the District while providing for contemporary needs.

2.5.6 Objectives for Community Support

To foster community support, pride and appreciation of the heritage buildings, landscapes,
and character of the District, and promote the need to conserve these resources for future
generations.

To facilitate public participation and involvement in the conservation of heritage resources
and further development of the District.

To offer assistance and incentives to individual heritage property owners to encourage the
use of proper conservation approaches when undertaking improvement projects.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Plan 51






Part B
District Policies
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4.0 District Policies—Buildings and Sites

4.1 Overview

The Gormley Heritage Conservation District has a wealth of heritage
resources, and a recognizable heritage character. The heritage character of
the District is enhanced by streetscapes, planting, fencing, open spaces,
vistas, and natural areas.

The Plan and its Policies anticipate change. Heritage buildings should be
restored, reused, and can have additions. Non-heritage buildings can also
be added to or altered. New buildings can be constructed in a manner
appropriate to the character and scale within the district. The purpose of the
Plan is to ensure that these activities are complementary to both the
individual heritage buildings and the overall heritage environment in the
District.

To preserve and enhance the heritage character of the District, policies
have been developed concerning the following.

heritage buildings;
non-heritage buildings;
new buildings; and,
landscapes.

. & o o

The Policies are supported by illustrative guidelines, which are found in
Section 9.0 of the District Plan.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Plan 55






4.0 District Policies—Buildings and Sites
e) Maintain heritage attributes on an ongoing basis to 4.2.3 Relocation of Heritage Buildings
avoid major conservation projects and high costs.
f) Repair rather than replace heritage attributes using Relocation or dismantling of a heritage building will be
recognized conservation methods. Respect historical employed only as a last resort.
materials and finishes by repairing with like materials. Policies:
g) Replace using like material any extensively deteriorated a) Heritage buildings shall be retained at their original
or missing parts of heritage attributes. locations whenever possible. Before such a building
. iat intervention o heritage can be approveg for relocation to any other site, all
h) gt?:ifu(:ttes inappropriate  interventions ertag options for on-site retention will be investigated. The
) . ' following alternatives, in order of priority, will be
i) Undertake any work required to preserve heritage examined prior to any approval of relocation for a
attributes physically and visually compatible with the heritage building:
heritage resource. . - o -
' ‘ ) « Retention of the building on site in its original use.
j) Respect documentary evidence. Conservation work Retention of the building on site in an adaptive re-
should be based on physical and archival evidence use.
reggrdmg 'the bu:!.daqg, if available, or regarding similar « Relocation of the building to another part of the
attributes in the District. original site.
4.2.2 Alterations and Additions to Heritage Buildings « Relocation of the building to another site in the

Additions and alterations to a heritage building should be in
keeping with the character of the building.

Policies:

a)

c)

Conserve the heritage value and heritage attributes of a
heritage resource when creating any new addition or
any related new construction. Make the new work
physically and visually compatible with, subordinate to,
and distinguishable from the heritage resource.

Ensure that any new addition, alteration, or reiated new
construction will not detrimentally impact the heritage
resource if the new work is removed in future.

Alterations and additions to the heritage resource shall
conform with the Guidelines found in Section 9.3.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Plan

b)

District.
+ Relocation of the building to a sympathetic site
within the Town of Richmond Hill.

A threatened heritage building relocated to the District
from another site should generaily be compatible in
style and type to the existing development patterns in
the District.
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4.0 District Policies—Buildings and Sites

4.4

New Residential Buildings

New residential buildings will have respect for and be
compatible with the heritage character of the District. Designs
for new residential buildings will be based on the patterns and
proportions of 19" century and early 20" century building
stock that are currently existing or once existed in the village.
Architectural elements, features, and decorations should be
in sympathy with those found on heritage buildings.

Policies:

a)

b)

The design of new buildings will be products of their
own time, but should reflect one of the historic
architectural styles traditionally found in the District.
New residential buildings will complement the
immediate physical context and streetscape by: being
generally the same height, width, and orientaticn of
adjacent buildings; being of similar setback; being of
like materials and colours; and using similarly
proportioned windows, doors, and roof shapes.

New residential building construction will respect
natural landforms, drainage, and existing mature
vegetation.

Historically appropriate heights for new residential
buildings are considered to be 1)z to 22 storeys,
subject to an actual height in metres complying with
zoning provisions.

New residential building construction in the District will
conform with the Guidelines found in Section 9.5.2.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Plan

4.5 Landscapes

Landscapes and landscaping help to define the character
of the District, and to provide an appropriate setting for its
historic buildings. Although the amended Ontario Heritage
Act extends alteration controls to cover property features
such as trees, vegetation, pathways, fences, and other
landscape elements, planting activities are exempt from
the heritage permit requirements. Nonetheless, use of the
guidelines in Section 9.7 can help maintain and enhance
the natural heritage of Gormley and its surroundings.

451 Trees and Shrubs
Policies:

a) Mature trees should be preserved. Removal of trees will
be controlled by the Tree Protection By-law 41-07.
Lost trees should be replaced.

b) Planting should not obscure heritage buildings, but can
frame important features. Planting should screen less
attractive sites and prospecits in the District.

452 Fences
Policies:
a) Fences will be regulated by the municipal Fence By-
law.

b) Existing historical fences will be preserved. The erection
of new fences of historic designs is encouraged.
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5.0 District Policies—Streetscape and Infrastructure

5.4 Street Furniture and Pedestrian Amenities

Street furniture and related pedestrian amenities should be
part of a co-ordinated design approach, to help define the
District as a distinctive and special area.

Policies:

a) Consideration should be given to providing benches
and trash receptacles at the present and future
dead-end streets.

5.5 Street Lights and Utility Wires

Street lights and utility wires are necessary in all
communities. A distinct street light and absence of overhead
wires can be a cohesive element that ties the District together
and defines it as a special area.

Policies:

a) Over time, a consistent street light will be used
throughout the District to enhance its identity as a
heritage area. The selected street light fixture will
reflect the village-like, heritage character of the
District.

b) Street and other outdoor lighting will be appropriate in
light intensity to the function of the street.

5.6 Public Signage

Typical public signage includes directional, regulatory, identity, and
public information signs. If properly developed, these signs can
promote a co-ordinated identity supported of the heritage area.

Policies:

a) Regulatory signs should be the same type of sign used
elsewhere in the municipality.

b) A design for Heritage District identification signs should be
developed to help promote awareness of the District. The
design should have a simple, distinctive shape, and should
be mounted with street name signage in the District. .

c) Heritage District entry signs should be designed and
installed at the gateway points. The design, colour, and
materials of street name signs, entry signs, and other public
information signage will be consistent and complementary
to the District character.
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6.0 District Policies—Special Areas and Projects

6.1 Public Awareness

It is extremely important to ensure that all property owners and
residents in a heritage conservation district are aware of, and
have a clear understanding of, the policies, processes, and
procedures which apply in the District. Education opportunities
and a comprehensive communication strategy are essential.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Plan

6.1.1 Communications

Effective communication of District goals, policies and
guidelines is important to the success of any Heritage
Conservation District.

Policies:

a) Information concerning the District and the District Plan,
as well as related matters, will be made available to
property owners, residents, and commercial tenants.

by The Heritage Conservation District by-law will be
registered on title to every property in the district, in
accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act.

e) The heritage section of the Town’s website will ensure
easy access to a Gormley Heritage Conservation District
section which will include information such as:

a. historical information on the District;
b. a map of the District;

c. the Heritage Conservation District Plan, in the
form of downloadable sections as PDF files;

d. links to external websites with helpful heritage
information, such as those listed in Section 10
this Plan.

g) Additional opportunities and mechanisms to inform new
homeowners and commercial tenants about the Heritage
District and associated requirements through existing Town
communications should be considered.
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7.0 Municipal Policies

7.1  Overview

Municipal planning and development policies may have a
greater impact on the heritage character of a District than do
explicit heritage policies. It is important to integrate all policies
that have a heritage impact in order to maximize the protection
of the special character of the District.

7.2 Recognizing the Heritage District Plan

The purpose of the Town of Richmond Hill Official Plan is to set
out policies and programs to govern the nature, extent, pattern,
and scheduling of development and redevelopment and other
matters within a framework of general goals and objectives.
One of the overall general goals of the Official Plan is to foster
an understanding of and to endeavour to protect the heritage of
the City.

Policy:

a) The Official Plan should be amended to recognize the
Gormley Heritage Conservation District Plan 2008.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Plan

7.3 Land Use in the District

The general use of land in the District is identified in the Official
Plan and its amendments, and is further refined in specific
Zoning By-laws for the area. Land uses in the District include
residential, industrial, agricultural, and open space. All land in
the District is zoned as Oak Ridges Moraine Hamlet, or Oak
Ridges Moraine Countryside. No changes in the zoning
provisions are recommended at this time. The effects of the
Leslie Street re-alignment may warrant reconsideration of
zoning.

Policy:

a) Existing District fand uses, designated in the Official
Plan and the amendments and the prevailing zoning
classifications are supported.

b) Construction of the Leslie Street re-alignment will divide
existing agricultural land into four small parcels between
road allowances. Re-consideration of zoning to reflect
the best and highest uses for the new configuration
should be undertaken at that time.
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Part C

Implementing The District
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8.0 Implementation

8.2.2 Heritage Permits for Minor Projects

All work in the District that is not exempted requires a Heritage
Permit. If the work is minor, complies with the Policies and
Guidelines of this Plan, and does not require Site Plan
Approval, Town Staff is delegated to issue the Heritage Permit.
If the work is very minor and non-controversial, approval might
be made immediately. Larger projects should be processed
within two weeks.

Projects that may fall into this category include:

» new or different cladding materials for both walls and
roofs;

e new or different windows or doors;

e changes or removal of architectural decoration or
features;
new chimneys;
introduction of skylights or awnings visible from the
street;

s masonry cleaning and repointing;

e new or increased parking areas in front or flanking
yards;

» mechanical equipment that can be viewed from the
streetscape;

« public information signage (not regulatory signage, such
as traffic and parking signs);

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Plan

8.2.3 Heritage Permits for Larger Projects

If the proposed work requires Site Plan Approval, and complies
with the Policies and Guidelines of the Plan, Town Staff will
review the application, and is delegated to issue the Heritage
Permit as part of the Site Plan review process. Heritage review
will run parallel with other reviews in the process, and will not
impact the timing of Site Plan Approvals in the District.

If the proposed work does NOT comply with the Polices and
Guidelines of the Plan, or if the degree of compliance is
controversial, the proposal must be reviewed by Heritage
Richmond Hill and Council. Council may decide to deny the
Heritage Permit, or to issue the Permit, with or without terms
and conditions. Staff will issue Heritage Permits as instructed
by Council.

8.2.4 Right of Appeal

If Council refuses a Heritage Permit or attaches terms and
conditions, the Owner has the right to appeal the decision to
the Ontario Municipal Board, as described in Section 44 of the
Ontario Heritage Actf. The Board has the authority to deny the
appeal, or to grant it, with or without such conditions and terms
as the Board may direct. The appeal must be made within 30
days of receiving notice of Council’s decision.
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8.0 Implementation

8.3 Building Permits

As noted at the bottom of the flow chart (on page 72), the
Heritage Permit must be submitted with the Building Permit
application, when one is required. A copy of the approved
Heritage Permit showing the approved work will be kept on
file to ensure that the design development between the site
plan approval stage and/ or building permit stage, is
consistent with the approved Heritage Permit.

8.4 Enforcement of the District Plan

The Town will enforce the requirements of the District Plan
using the regulatory provisions of the Ontario Heritage Act,
the Planning Act, the Building Code Act, and the Municipal
Act.

8.5 Recognizing the District Plan

The following municipal documents should be amended to
recognize the boundary of the District and be reviewed in
order to facilitate the objectives of the District Plan: Town of
Richmond Hill Official Plan, Site Plan Control By-law, Zoning
By-law and the Sign By-law.

8.6 Understanding the District Plan

Planning Staff is available to assist individuals wanting mors
information on or clarification of heritage conservation
measures, funding assistance, administrative/approval
procedures, and on the specific policies and guidelines of the
District Plan.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Plan

8.7  Monitoring the District Plan

Town Staff should be responsible for the implementation of the
policies and guidelines of the District Plan.

Review of the District Plan

The District Plan should be reviewed by Staff on a regular
basis to ensure that the Plan’s objectives are being achieved.

Amendments to the District Plan

The policies and guidelines of this Plan may be amended by
by-law after consultation, amendment circulation to potentially
impacted parties, and public notice. Minor administrative and
technical changes to the Plan may be implemented by a
resolution of Council. This includes changes such as:

« delegation of reviewing authority;

» revisions to the Town of Richmond Hill's Inventory of
Buildings of Architectural and Historic Importance in
light of new research, new photography, and review;

e provision of additional commentary and illustrations in
the design guidelines that are determined to be useful
in clarifying the objectives and poficies of the Plan, and
the intent of the design guidelines.

Public Information Meetings
Public information meetings may be held by Town Staff or

Heritage Richmond Hill on matters related to the District Plan
of significant importance or public interest.

73







8.0 Implementation
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8.9 Application Checklists

The following suggested checklists are provided to
assist applicants in obtaining permits, and to assist
staff in conducting pre-review and evaluating the
applications.

8.9.1 For Minor Work
when Site Plan Approval not required:

Show resuilts of any historical research. For
example: provide a chip of original paint, if possible,
when repainting; or provide copies of historic
drawings or photographs when replacing or restoring
elements such as windows, signs, and awnings.

Read and understand any required technical
material. For example: obtain a copy of the relevant
Preservation Brief document, as listed in Section
932

Read and understand the relevant Policies (Section
6) and Guidelines (Section 9) in this Plan.

In the case of more substantial work under a
Heritage Permit, provide drawings that demonstrate
compliance with the Policies and Guidelines of this
plan.

For alteration, new addition, or new building, contact
Heritage staff for consultation.
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Part D

Design Guidelines
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9.0 Guidelines for Buildings and Surroundings

The character of Gormley consists of many elements:

Significant natural features include farmland and other open
space, a small watercourse, and the mature planting on public
and private lands. The location of the hamlet on the Oak Ridges
Moraine, and the vistas across the surrounding natural and
agricultural landscape is also a valuable aspect of the heritage
character of Gormley.

Significant cultural elements include the informal village plan, with
its large, but varied, Ilot sizes and setbacks, rich planting, and
almost 150 years of architectural history. The historic buildings
serve to define the heritage character of the village.

These Design Guidelines are based on the concepts of
preserving the existing heritage buildings, maintaining their
character when they are renovated or added to, and ensuring
that new development respects the qualities of place established
by the existing heritage environment.

The Guidelines begin with a handbook of the architectural styles
found in Gormiey. Over the years, many buildings have lost
original detail such as trims, doors, and windows. The style book
will be helpful to owners who want to restore original character, or
who want to maintain what remains. 1t will assist in designing
additions that respect the original style of the building. And it will
provide a basis for authentic local historic references in the
design of new buildings.

The stylebook is also a tool for looking at the existing heritage
buildings, which offer the best guidelines of all: they are full-scale
and in three dimensions. The best test of new work in the Village
is whether or not it shows "good manners” towards its heritage
neighbours and its neighbourhood.
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The design Guidelines are divided into the following
sections:

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

9.6

9.7

Architectural Styles

The purpose of this section is to provide
information about the styles of building found in
the District. These styles represent the built form
that helps to define the heritage character of the
District.

Heritage Design & Details

The purpose of this section is to provide
information about details found in the District’s
heritage styles.

Guidelines for Existing Heritage Buildings
Maintenance

Renovation

Additions

Guidelines for Existing Non- Heritage Buildings
Guidelines for New Development

Site Planning

Architectural Style

Scale and Massing

Guidelines for Public Streetscape Work

Voluntary Landscaping Guidelines
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9.1 Architectural Styles

(UEEM ANNEREVIVAL /'~
1885-1900

Stzep gabled voof,
nften2iz slope,

Siate shingfey often
patisrnsd

Elaborats wosd
Brackats, wood awice
witk.

$.1.1 Herilage Styles
Resrdential Buildings

Brivk construction.
Brickwerk elaborately detailed,

Cabie ends of shingles or e, ofien
pattarnad.

Wide s of patiems in shingles,
bricleweoric, antd woodwork.

Agymmetrical plan, with
turrets and bay windows.

Large double-hung windows, often
with short upper sash,

Leaded andlor stainad glass in
wrardoms and upper sash.,

Frong porch or verandah.

i

il
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. 53 ormly Road East
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9.1 Architectural Styles

8.1.1 Herilage Styles
DUTCH COLONIAL Residential Builldings

REVIVAL
1GOO-1G30

Lsoally 3-3/2 storeys, vk of
wood clapboard siding,

Cambrai or "harp’ roof
providas increasad second
floar aréa, Often wod
shingles.

Centre-hall symmetrical plan
te Comnpnan,. Asyrame trica
plan, with gembrabend
fazing the gireer, used on
sacrsw ot

Dorrrers, somsiimes aiso
with gamibral shape,

woaod double-hung
wingows, & over 6, wood
shutters.,

T

iml i
- i
R
‘L_ :T“_*

Ly e

- 131 Gormley Road West
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9.2 Heritage Design and Details

9.2.2 Composition Cont'd

The proporiion of windows o walls and the propodticns of individual
window openings and window panes arge an imporlant aspaci of
composition.

Tradiionally, windows are betwesn 15 and 20 percent of a wall, and
windows are taller than they arg wide, usually with a ralio of 2.1 ar
more. In most her lage styles, ndividual window panes are also tailer
than thay are wide,

Appropriste: 15 1o 20% apening is historically corpect,

Iunppropelater 30 w408 i excensive,
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9.2 Heritage Design and Details
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4.2.3 Entrances and Doors Cont'd

Log-cabin picneers built simple plank doors, guch as you
would find on 2 barn, but as soon as skilled workers
became availabls, dours were buill in frame-andpanet
soastruction.

Georglan doors tended o have 8§ pansds, The example
shown at the top left is called a8 'Cross and Bibla™ door,
because the rails between the top four panels form a
cross, and the two panels below are said to bhe an open
book,

Later siyles used 4-panet doors. with very tall top paneis,
These provide a vertical emphasis, in keeping with the
Gurhic Revival, Yiclorian Vemacuiar, and Ralianate styles.

in the iats 19" and early 20" centuries, the harizontal
emphasis of Edwardian and Arts and Crafls styles ked to
doors with horizontal “ladder” panslling.

When large pieces of Qiass Decame awailable, around
1854, daors pegan o be glazed. In the simplest case, the
two upper panels ¢f & 4.pansl door would receive glass,
but the ability o glaze the full width of a door led 1o a
variaty of panel desigrs.

A, Gross and Bible Door

B. Four Pansl Door

. Arched Panal Four Panel Door

. Arched-head Four Panel Dogr,

E. Glazed Wood Panel Door.

F. Glazed Wood Shopfront Door,

G. Paired Glazed Wood Shopfront Dogr,

H. Four Pane! "Ladder” Door

1. Allernative roalerial with similar design and colour.
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9.2 Heritage Design and Details

9.2.5 Bay Windows

Bay Windows provide wisust interast on the sxterier and
craale a weildighted nook an the interier. The agpearon a
number of higloric styles, but not all. There is a tendency
o overuse them in new bDuildings, when they are not
approprizte to the overall architectural style. Care should
also be token 10 Lse window shapes and glazing patierns
suifable (o the gverall architectural styie.

T

A 2dsk g

Mast bay windows in most styles are angled, usualiy at 45
dagrees, but some Victoran Vemaculdr buikdings used
square hays.

§

ey ey

Victorian, Halianats,
Sectrdd Empire

99
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v.Z Hertage Design and Details

Edwardian
Foursquare is similay, but uses simple

Vietorian Gothis -
1 aver 1 glazing

8.2.7 Dormers

Bormers provide useful light in altic spaces, and as
described n Section 4.1, the use of an atlic aveided
the higher taxes on a iwo-slorey hause in the early
19" Century.

Victarian (othie dormers nse from the main waif of
the house, and are nol set back from the roof.
Whan the bargebaard mests he main eaves ey
ara ustally considered gables rather than dormers.

In Gormiey, roof dormmers appear on the Edwardian
and Foursquare, When designing ngw dormers,
care should te taken that they are appropriate
the architectural style in all detads:

ref slopes, fascias, soffits, window shapes and
glazing.

Gormley Heritage Conservation District Plan
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9.2 Heritage Design and Details

Runring Bond

b R Samee ’Mﬁ
Fm T g e S s T
;..........;!rq.;._ m s A TR W'-tltﬁ-'p‘v‘i‘ ¥-i
S DU e B
[UORSITID T P P :_J-w-q
e i s b b 4 i v B s 5 T
s I g AT

Fiemish Bond

ncarrest Quoining

Corract Quoining
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9.2.9 Brickwork

Historic brick walls were solid masonry, and in order (o
carry the weight of floers and roofs they were two or more
bricks ok, H was shuctirally necessary o Hie the inner
and outer wythes iogeihsr, ard the simplest and surest
way to do this was b put headers acrass the thickness of
the wall at some regular interval. The paltern in which the
bricks are faid 15 callad the “hord”,

Madern brickwork i usuzlly a veneer in front of & frams or
concrets block structural wall, The veneer is ypically fied
i the slructure with metal tes, and therz is no structural
naad for haaders. Becauss i's quick and easy, the
ranning bond, shown at upper 1L, 8 commaonly used for
medern brick veneer walls,

Histcric bonds, which use headers, provide g sublle but
livaly texiure to a wall. The cost of Jaying one of the
tistoric bonds by using haif-bricks to replicate the headers
iz extramely small, and it s 2 simple way to mamtain
heritage characler in new corstruction,

Brick quoing imitate larger sione Guoins, which interlock
sireniglhen the comer of & bullding. A quoin block has #
shiort sl and a lang side, and brick quoins should be faid
in the same form, 28 shown in the sletch on the leflt. The
sketeh on the right shows what not to do.
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9.2 Heritage Design and Details

Gormiey Heritage Conservation District Plan

§.2.10 Wood Sidmng

The most typical historic wond giting ftypes wers
clapboard and board and baiien., Clapboard was
commonly instalted with about 4 inches 1o the weather,

Board and batlon siding was fypically aboul 2 10 inch
board with a8 2 inzh batten.

MNote the wids skirt board at the bottam of the walls, and
the corper boards on the claphoard.

Stona foundations were common in 187 century buiidings,
The iop skelch shows sphibfaged fieidstone, and the
hottom skatch shows dressed fieldstone.

Alternative malerial appropriate in dasign and colour,

























9.3 Existing Heritage Buildings

%.3.5 Repair and Rastaration

Repair and restoration shouid be based on proper heritage rescareh, and be
uncertaken using proper heritage materials and methods.  Section 10 disis
helpful sources of information.

8.3 5 1 Brickwork

Brick répar should be undertakesn using prepér heritaige matarisls and
methods, i avaiiable, salvaged bricks matching the origingl should be used for
replacement material. If new bricks are necessary. thay should match the
origingl In size, colour, and finish. The traditional Ontarin brick size s still
rmanufaciurad, but in small quantities, so matarial may have 10 be ordéred wall
in advance of the work,

Histaric bricks require the use cf historic lime mortar.  Sse the notes and
guidelines in Sestion 8.3.3.3, under masoney repointing

Guidelines:
« Repair structural damage befors restoration,

« Use matching bricks for repairs, either saivaged old materiat ar the best
madern mateh in size and colour,

8.3.6.2 Stonswork

Bpalied stone can be rastored using professional epoxy-based filers matching
the ungetlying stona. More serious deterioration will require replacemant by
new material, matching the existing. tlse of precast condrete to replace stone
is discouraged.

4
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9.3 Existing Heritage Buildings

9.3.7 New Additions to Heritage Buildings
Architectural Style

New siiached addilions to heritage buildings should be designed ¢
complamant the design of the original building.

Guidetinaes:

+ Design additions 10 maintain the original architectural style of the  These additions follow the Geargian precedent of e
buficding. See Jection §.1. original building.

o Lise authentic detail, See Saction 9.2

« Research the srchilectural style of the original building. See
Section 10 for useful research souress.

«  Folow the relevant guidelines for new construction in Section 8.5,

These additions nse siyles that den 't maich the original.
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9.4 Existing Non-Heritage Buildings

9.4 1.2 Historical Conversion Approach

In some cases, & modern building may b altered in a way that gives it
the appesarance of an clder bullding, A historical conversion should
have the integrity of an historical architectural style. This approach
maans considerably morg than sticking on a few pisces of historical
decoration; i may reguirg considecrabie new construction o achieve an
aporopriate appearance.

Guidelines:

. u

EEEEE-E
A -!,fg = + Additions and slterations using the Historical Conversion approach

e % l g ot E should rely on a iocal heritage style described and depicted in
o LI

t

Section 8.1, Usa of a sivie should be consistent in materials, scale,
M detail, and omamaent, Refer to new construction guidelines in
Section 9.5 for further guidanca.

s Alhough most additions should be modest in comparison D the
ariginal building, the Historical Converslon approach may call for
substantial additions in front of and on top of the existing building.

m
L/

The Historical Conversion approach used in putting a
secomd storey addition on the same house. sbove.

*  Additions showd avoid destruction of existing mature waes  See
Section 5.7,
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9.5 New Development

New
m%e xm,
TiE LOfs; lofo)

Design new houses 1o be consistent wilh ihe scale of
neighbouring ones.

New )ﬁﬁwﬁ o

Mo,
TG a0y ﬁgq

Don't design new houses that are inconsistent with the
exisimyg neighbourbond 2cale,

9.5.4 Scale and Massing

New residential construction In the residential villages should respact
local heritage precedents in scale arwd massing.  In almost every case,
new construction will be repiacement houses on existing bult Iots.
Note i s recommeanded in Section 7 that the zoning by-law be
zmended o recognize the smaller scale of historic village development
as contrasted with medern suburban development.

Guidelines:

»

New buildings should be designed {o preserve the soale and pattermn
of the historic Disirict,

New houses shouid be no higher than the highest building on the
same biock, and nG lowsr than the iowest bullding on the same
plock,

As far 25 possible, modern requirements for larges houses should be
accommodiated withouwt great ncreases in buliding frortags. For
sxample, an axisting 1le-storey house could be raplaced by & 2-
storey house with 2 plan that included an extension to the rear, This
might doulsle the flogr area without affecting the scale of e
streetscape,

Garmley Heritage Conservation District Plan
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9.6 Streetscape Work

9.6.1 Overview

Work within the road allowance should be designed and executed to meet
modern requirements, amenity, and convenience, without detriment to the
heritage character of the District.

District Identity

Installations within the road allowances have a significant effect on the
experience of the reritage character of the District and the establishment
of a sense of identity. The use of a consistent design vocabulary at the
various scales and in the various kinds of road allowance work reinforces
the District’s identity and supports its economic role as a place of unique
historical character in the community. Permits are required for the
installation of items such as paving, street and pedestrian lighting,
benches, tree guards, trash receptacles, and recycling bins.

The goals of the Guidelines for streetscaping are:

e Preserving the historical character of the road allowances in the
District.

o Establishing identity through gateways, signage, and markers.
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9.7 Voluntary Landscaping Guidelines

9.7.1 Planting

No heritage permits are required for planting activities, but voluntary compliance
with the guidelines in this Section can help maintain and enhance the natural
heritage of Gormley and its surroundings.

Suitable new planting and management of existing flora are a primary means of
ensuring the health of the entire ecosystem: plants contribute to stormwater and
groundwater management, erosion control, and provide habitat and nutrition for wild
fauna.

Guidelines:

® Maintain health of mature indigenous tree by pruning and fertilizing.
e Over time, remove unhealthy, invasive and non-indigenous species.
¢ Site buildings and additions to preserve suitable mature trees.

Suitable indigenous species:

e Sugar Maple, Red Oak, Basswood, Silver Maple, Bitternut, Butternut, White
Pine, Hemlock, American Elm, Red Maple, Bur Oak, White Spruce.

Suitable salt-tolerant indigenous species (for roadside planting):
s Ash, Little Leaf Linden, Serviceberry.

Unsuitable species:
» Manitoba Maple, Hawthorn, Black Locust, and Buckthorn tend to be invasive.

® Ornamental species, particularly Norway Maple cultivars, are extremely
invasive.
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10.0 Sources

Official Documents:

Ontario. Onmtaric Meritage Act, RSO, 1980, chapter 0. 18, as amended. Toromto (Queen’s Printer for Ontario, 2008
Ontario. Onmtario Meritage Consendation District Guidelines. Terarty: Guesny's Printer for Oniario, 2006

Ontario. Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Flan. Toronto: Queen's Printer for Ontario, 2002

Town of Richmaong Hill, Official Plan -Cak Ridges Moralne. OPA 218, Richmond Hill, Town of Richmond Hill, 2006

Town of Richmond Hill. By-Law No 128-04 The Qak Ridges Moraine Zoning By-Law. Richrond Hill, Town of Richimong
Hil, 2004

10.2 Internet Sources;
HNatural Rescurces Canada, Oak Ridges Moraine Project.  si5 98¢ nrcan.ge ca/ormindex. asp

Ortaric Architecturs www.ontarioarchitecture com This site has very fine illustrated glosszaries of bullding terms and
building styles.

The Qriaric Raiway History Page.  www.globalsarvnet/~robialh/raiinor  Historical information about Ortario's
raibways.

The Project for Public Spaces www ops.org A resource for creating fivable urbean spaces.

Rictmond Hill Public Library Board This site has an electronic edition of Rohert M. Stamp's Faddy Days in Richmond
Hill, cited above.  A#pdedrh rhpl richmoendhill.on. ca/defaui. asp
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Appendices
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Coping: A protective capping on a wall, parapet or gable, sloped to carry off rain water.

Corbel: A support projecting from a wall. Masonry that steps out course-by-course from the wall below is called corbelling.
Corinthian: See Orders.

Cornice: The uppermost division of an entablature. Also a moulded projection that crowns an element such as a wall, door or
window.

Cottage: A small rustic house, or a style that imitates one. “Ontaric Cottage” is a catch-phrase for a variety of one and one and a
half storey house styles, some of which are actually quite large.

Course: A horizontal row of construction laid one above the other. Bricks and shingles are said to be laid in courses.

Cresting: A vertical onament running along the top of a wall or ridge. If a rooster were a building, his comb would be cresting.

Dentil: A series of small rectangular blocks arranged in row, usually under a cornice. From the latin word for tocth.

Dog-tooth: A repeating decorative shape in the form of a four-lobed pyramid. Also, a brick laid so that a corner faces out from the
surface of a wall.

Doric: See Orders.

Double-Hung: Type of window with vertically sliding sash one above the other, traditionally hung on ropes or chains from a
counterbalance system concealed in the jambs. If only the lower sash is moveable it's called a single-hung window.

Ectectic: From a Greek word meaning selective. A rather vague name for late 18th and early 20th Century vernacular
architecture which freely selected a bit of this and a bit of that from many previous styles. Elements of Classical, Victorian, and
ftalianate styles might be mixed together, for example. The term is often used disparagingly, but remarkably, the combinations are
often skiliful, and most eclectic buildings are quite handsome.

Entablature: In the classical orders, the horizontal element above a column. The meaning has been extended to include similar

elements used over an opening or against a wall.

Fan-Light: A semi-circular transom window over a door or window, usually with radiating glazing bars, like the ribs of a fan.
Fascia: A long flat band, such as an eaves-board, a sign band over a shop window, or the undecorated strips in an architrave.
Fenestration: Windows: the pattem of windows in an elevation.

Finial: A decorative end, often in the form of a ball or spire. If it points down instead of up it can be called a pendant.

Frieze: The middle of the three divisions of an entablature. See Orders.
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Oculus: A small round or oval window. From the Latin werd for “eye”.

Ogee: A double curve, concave below and convex above; a common shape for mouldings, an uncommon one for windows and
arches.

Order: One of the classical systems of designing colonnades, elaborated in great detail as to proportions and geometry by
classical revivalists from 1420 onwards.

Oriel, Oriel window: A bay window projecting from an upper storey.

Palladian window: A large central window topped with a lunette or fan-light, closely flanked by smaller flat-headed windows, the
whole assembly surrounded by classically-inspired details.

Parapet: Originally a low wall protecting an edge with a drop, like at the side of a bridge or balcony. Also used to describe the
extension of a wall above a roof, even when no one ordinarily walks there.

Pediment: in Classical architecture, the low-sloped triangular gable end above an entablature, enclosed on all sides by mouldings.
The term, and its basic form has been borrowed by many styles for use above porticos, doors and windows. A segmental
pediment substitutes a curved top for the original angled one, and the surrounding mouldings may be gapped in the centre,
whatever the shape. A broken bed pediment has a gap in the bottom moulding, and a broken topped pediment has a gap at the
top.

Pendant: A point omament hanging down.

Pier: A large solid support for a beam, lintel or arch.

Pilaster: A vertical thickening of a wall, something like a pier or column built integrally with the wall. Sometimes used for structural
purposes, sometimes purely decorative, it may be embellished with a base and capital on the model! of the classical orders.
Pinnacle: A tall thin decoration at the top of a pier or pilaster.

Plinth: The lowest projecting part of the base of a column. Extended to mean any projecting base on elements such as
baseboards, door frames, efc.

Pointed arch: An arch composed of two curves centred on the springfine, whose radius is equal to the width of the opening.
Polychrome: Having many colours. Victorian red and buff brickwork is an example of palychromy.

Quoin: Alternating blocks at the corner of intersecting walls. May be expressed with contrasting material or colour. May be flush
with the walls or project from it. From the French word for a “corner”.

Regency: Early 18th Century Style, following Georgian in origin, named afier the Regency of George {V. Like the Prince, the
style is more flamboyant than its predecessors. The scale and detail tends toward the imposing, and stone or plastered brick to
imitate stone was used to emphasise solidity.

Round arch: A semicircular arch.

Rowlock: A brick laid so that its shortest dimension is in the length of a wall, and its middling dimension is vertical.

Running Bond: See Bond. Pattern of brickwork where all bricks are stretchers, and vertical joints lie at the midpoint of the brick
below. It's now standard practice to use running bond exclusively, since brick veneer construction doesn't require headers to tie a
wall together. The resulting loss of texture is an example of technology’s inadvertent trend towards blandness.

Rusticated: Squared stone masonry laid in regular courses, but with the courses or the individua! stones emphasized by deep
joints and/or high refief in the surface treatment.
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