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Municipality of Chatham-Kent

Community Development

Planning Services

315 King St. West/ P.O. Box 640

Chatham ON N7M5K8
Tel: 519.360.1998 Fax; 519.436.3237

July 24, 2020

ONTARIO HERITAGE TRUs,

W27202Q

RECEIVED
Ontario Heritage Trust

10 Adelaide Street East

Toronto/ ON M5C 1J3

Re: Notice of Intention to Designate
201-203 King Street West, Community of Chatham (City)

Municipality of Chatham-Kent

Council of the Municipality of Chatham-Kent at its meeting on July 10, 2020, approved the

Intention to Designate the property known as 201-203 Kins Street West, Community of

Chatham (Citvl. Chatham-Kent, legally described as PART OF LOTS 1 AND 2, PLAN OLD SURVEY,

BLOCK C under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, for its cultural heritage value or interest/ as

defined by one or more of the Criteria under Ontario Regulation 9/06.

If no notice of objection is served within the 30-day period/ Council shall pass a by-law

designating the property or shall withdraw the notice of intention to designate the property by

causing a notice of withdrawal.

Should you have any questions/ please feel free to contact me at (519) 352-8401 Ext. 3050.

Sincerely,

Anthony Jas

Planner I

www.chatham-kentca



APPENDIX B

DESIGNATION REPORT

201 - 203 King Street West

Preamble:

The Boyd Block has gone through its share of changes over the years. Likely constructed in the
late 1860s or early 1870s, this building was originally three stories high. It housed commercial
businesses on the ground floor, and like many urban blocks from that period, had public
assembly space on the second floor (for meetings, drills, etc.). The third floor may also have

been used for public assembly or it may have served as a residence.

In the 1930s, there was a fire that destroyed the third floor of the building. The structure was
reduced to two floors and the street fa9ade was given a stylish "facelift". New decorative

polychrome brick was added to the front along with some additional architectural elements to
create an Art Deco facade. Despite this, the essential structure of the original two floors remains
intact with most original window and door openings retained. The windows have been

modernized and would originally have been wooden six over six pane wooden sash. The original

store front, while modernized, is still basically intact. As well, the original brickwork on the east,
west, and north exposures of the building still remain.

The architecture of many, if not most buildings, is evolutionary and the changes that a building

undergoes become part of that building's history. The current owner of the property has taken

great pains to carefully remove paint from the brick exterior and to re-point and repair the
masonry to preserve the appearance of the building as it would have been in the 1930s. As well,
a sympathetic renovation of the interior of the building has retained as many original features as
possible. In some instances, previously concealed interior brick walls, early floor joists, and

flooring have been exposed and incorporated as design features.

Hence, while the building looks very different than it did when originally built, it is now a good

example of the later, and often under-appreciated, Art Deco style of urban architecture while still

preserving the essence of a very historically important building (see designation report).
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DESIGNATION REPORT

Description of Property
The Boyd Block property is located at 201 - 203 King Street West, Chatham, legally described as

Part of Lots 1 and 2, Block C, Plan Old Survey.

The property consists of a two storey brick commercial building c. 1870 with a re-modelled Art
Deco facade.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest

Historical/Associative (OHA Reg. 9/06):
In the late 1860s or early 1870s, a three story brick commercial block building was constructed
along the Thames River at 155 King Street West (now 201-203 King Street West) in Chatham.
The building was built by Mr. Grandison Boyd who operated his grain and produce business
from the ground floor of the building until the late 1 870s.

Grandison Boyd had a fascinating history and is a key associative figure in Chatham's
development as the "Black Mecca" for refugees of slavery. Many free blacks also relocated to

Chatham following the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act in the United States in 1850.

Mr. Boyd was born into slavery in 1818 but managed to escape in 1833. He made his way to
Toronto, married, and acquired property. By the late 1840s, he reputedly had two grocery stores,
one in Toronto, and one in Rochester, New York. The passing of the Fugitive Slave Act in 1850

however, made him vulnerable to apprehension in New York and even threatened his freedom in

Toronto (slave catchers were known to come into Canada and illegally remove black citizens).

Boyd, consequently, moved to England and, from there, on to Australia where he capitalized on
the Great Australian Gold Rush that began in 1851. Whether he participated as a prospector or as

a merchant supplying the surge of new inhabitants, he, apparently, did very well financially as
indicated by this article in The Free Democrat on February 7,1855:

After the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law, Runaway slave named Grandison Boyd,

fearing he might be caught for by the man who assumed ownership over him deemed it

prudent to leave the country. We are unable to say how long he has been absent, but long
enough at any rate to accumulate a handsome fortune in the Australian gold mines. When

he left he was indebted to Wm. S. Thompson, Esq. Crockery merchant of this city, who

had no very great hopes that the debt would ever be cancelled. But a few weeks since he
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received a letter from Boyd stating that he had just arrived in Liverpool from Australia,

where he had made $8, 000 and desired to know -whether Mr. T. would accept 40 Ibsfor

xxxx. he would like to return but fears that he would be arrested as a fugitive and says he
will not pay $1000 to get a title to himself. Mr. Thomson signified his acceptance of the

xxxx and a few days since he received a draft for that amount. (1)

Boyd ended up settling in the thriving Black settlement of Chatham where he established the
City Flour Mill in partnership with Mr. Stanton Hunton. Boyd also had the three storey building
at 155 King West constructed where he carried on his business in "grain and produce" as

identified in the 1876 Planet Directory. In the same directory, an advertisement for his business

states:

C<G. Boyd, produce and commission merchant, 155 King Street West, also storage and

forwarding. Highest price paid for farm produce.

It is interesting and significant to note that, while there was no official segregation of businesses
in Chatham, most Black entrepreneurs operated east of William Street. Boyd, however, built his
block along the predominantly white section of King Street West.

Boyd rented out half of the ground floor to The Chatham Banner, identified in the Chatham
Directory as a "liberal" newspaper. The Chatham Banner remained in this location until the early

1900s and the building is sometimes referred to as "The Banner Block".

Boyd was not only a prominent and prosperous merchant, but he was also a community leader
and political activist. In 1874, the annual Emancipation Day parade in Chatham was cancelled
and replaced by a major protest to promote Black rights. The Chairman of the protest was none
other than Grandison Boyd. Boyd died in 1878 and is buried in Toronto.

In the early 20 century, the ground floor of the building was home to the Chatham Banner and
Nelson Stringer whose business included the purchase and sale of grain, produce, and furs. The

building became known as the Stringer Block. By mid-century, the building became known as
the Kemsley Block, home to Sid Kemsley Florists for six decades.

The second floor was a large meeting hall and had a significant history in its own right as it
served, at various times, as a drill hall for the 4th Company of the 24th Kent Battalion (where a
soldier was accidentally killed in a fencing match) and as a meeting hall for the International
Order ofForesters, Independent Order of Odd Fellows and other fraternal associations.

According to historian John Rhodes, the meeting hall was also the site of a preliminary hearing
for accused hammer murderer Clayton Croft:

The Foresters' lodge room was the site of a unique legal event that was staged here on
June 6, 1922. The proceedings were an inquest into the hammer murder of a Harwich

farmer named Gus Noel. The accused murderer was a young Charing Cross farm hand

named Clayton Croft.

Hundreds of people wanted to attend the inquest as Chatham had not experienced an
event such as this since the 1893 murder of Chatham town constable Robert Rankin. The
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inquest proceedings, which could only be described as circus-like, had to be staged at a
venue that could accommodate several hundred people and be thusly available on short

notice. The Foresters Hall met both requirements and was one of the few buildings in the

city capable of being thus employed.

Clayton Croft was later convicted of the murder and served 18 years in jail, He was

released from prison at the outset of the Second World War and died at Ridgetowi in the

early 1980s.(2)

Design/Physical (OHA Reg. 9/06):
The Boyd Block Property contains a good surviving example of a c. 1875 commercial block with
a remodelled facade in the Art Deco style.

Contextual (OHA Reg. 9/06):
The Boyd Block is an integral part of the commercial streetscape of King Street West and
contributes to a stylistically consistent design theme with adjacent structures that were either

built or renovated in the Art Deco style, c. 1935 along this section of the street.

Description of Heritage Attributes/Character Defining Elements:

Exterior

• Footprint
• Roof line
• Window & door placements

• Window sills
• Door placement

• Chimneys

• Red brick stretcher bond construction, east, west & north facades

• Colourful grazed brick stretcher bond construction, south (street) f&9ade

• Decorative inset yellow brick rectangle and flanking diamonds, south facade
• Terrazzo entrance floor

Interior

• Exposed floor Joists and flooring, second floor ceiling
• Exposed floor joists and flooring, basement

Contextual:

Key elements of the Boyd Block that support its contextual significance are:

• Location and massing along the main commercial street in Chatham (King Street))
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• Location in proximity to other stylistically similar buildings on either side and on the
south side of the street creating a "cluster" of Art Deco inspired architectire.

Footnotes:

(1) New York Daily Times, February 5,1855.

(2) Rhodes, John, Forester Block Had A Wide Variety Of Tenants Over Its Many Years Of
Service. Chatham This Week, June 19,2015

Sources:

Lauriston, V, (1952), Romantic Kent, The Story of a County

1620-1952. Chatham: Publisher Unknown.

New York Daily Times, February 5, 1855.

Rhodes, John, Forester Block Had A Wide Variety Of Tenants Over Its Many Years Of Service.

Chatham This Week, June 19, 2015

Rhodes, John, Former Slave Led An Incredible Life. Chatham This Week, January 29, 2019
Chatham Directories, 1875 ~-1985 (Chatham Public Library Collection)
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In the Matter of the Ontario Heritage Act

Notice of Intent to Designate

The Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O., 1990, Chapter 0.18 as amended, provides that the Municipal
Councif may pass a by-iaw designating property within the boundaries of the municipality to be
of cultural heritage value and interest. The Council of the Municipality of Chatham-Kent hereby
gives Notice of intent to designate the following:

Description_ptE^erty:

The property is located at 201-203 King Street West, Community of Chatham (City), Chatham-
Kent, legally described as PART OF LOTS 1 AND 2, PLAN OLD SURVEY, BLOCK C.

Statementpf Cultural Heritafle Value or Interest:

Historical/Associative (OHAReg. 9/06):

In the late 1860s or early 1870s, a three story brick commerciai block building was constructed
along the Thames River at 155 King Street West (now 201-203 King Street West) in Chatham.
The buifding was built by Mr. Grandison Boyd who operated his grain and produce business
from the ground floor of the building until the !ate 1870s.

Grandison Boyd had a fascinating history and is a key associative figure in Chatham's
development as the "Black Mecca" for refugees of slavery. Many free blacks also relocated to
Chatham following the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act in the United States In 1850.

Mr. Boyd was born into slavery in 1818 but managed to escape in 1833. He made his way to
Toronto, married, and acquired property. By the late 1840s, he reputedly had two grocery
stores, one in Toronto, and one in Rochester, New York. The passing of the Fugitive Slave Act
in 1850 however, made him vulnerable to apprehension in New York and even threatened his
freedom in Toronto (slave catchers were known to come into Canada and ilfegalfy remove bfack
citizens). Boyd, consequently, moved to England and, from there, on to Australia where he
capitalized on the Great Australian Gold Rush that began in 1851. Whether he participated as a
prospector or as a merchant supplying the surge of new inhabitants, he, apparently, did very
weli financially as indicated by this article in The Free Democrat on February 7,1855:

After the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law, Runaway slave named Grandison Boyd,
fearing he might be caught for by the man who assumed ownership over him deemed it
prudent to leave the country. We are unable to say how long he has been absent, but
long enough at any rate to accumulate a handsome fortune in the Australian gold mines.
When he left he was indebted to Wm. S. Thompson, Esq. Crockery merchant of this city,
who had no very great hopes that the debt would ever be cancelled. But a few weeks
since he received a letter from Boycf stating that he had just arrived in Liverpool from
Australia, where he had made $8,000 and desired to know whether Mr. T. would accept
40 Ibs for xxxx. he would like to return but fears that he would be arrested as a fugitive
and says he wiH not pay $1000 to get a title to himself. Mr. Thomson signified his
acceptance of the xxxx and a few days since he received a draft for that amount



Boyd ended up settling in the thriving Black settlement of Chatham where he established the
City Flour Mill in partnership with Mr. Stanton Hunton. Boyd also had the three storey building at
155 King West constructed where he carried on his business in "grain and produce" as identified
in the 1876 Planet Directory. In the same directory, an advertisement for his business states:

"G. Boyd, produce and commission merchant, 155 King Street West, also storage and
forwarding. Highest price paid for farm produce."

it is interesting and significant to note that, while there was no official segregation of businesses
in Chatham, most Black entrepreneurs operated east of William Street. Boyd, however, built his
block along the predominantly white section of King Street West.

Boyd rented out half of the ground floor to The Chatham Banner, identified in the Chatham
Directory as a 'liberal" newspaper. The Chatham Banner remained in this location until the early
1900s and the building is sometimes referred to as "The Banner Block".

Boyd was not only a prominent and prosperous merchant, but he was also a community leader
and political activist. In 1874, the annual Emancipation Day parade in Chatham was cancelled
and replaced by a major protest to promote Black rights. The Chairman of the protest was none
other than Grandison Boyd. Boyd died in 1878 and is buried in Toronto.

In the early 20th century, the ground floor of the building was home to the Chatham Banner and
Nelson Stringer whose business included the purchase and sale of grain, produce, and furs.
The building became known as the Stringer Block. By mid-century, the building became known
as the Kemsley Block, home to Sid Kemsley Florists for six decades.

The second floor was a large meeting hall and had a significant history in its own right as it
served, at various times, as a drill hall for the 4th Company of the 24th Kent Battalion (where a
soldier was accidentally killed in a fencing match) and as a meeting hall for the international
Order of Foresters, independent Order of Odd Feliows and other fraternal associations.
According to historian John Rhodes, the meeting hall was also the site of a preliminary hearing
for accused hammer murderer Clayton Croft:

The Foresters' lodge room was the site of a unique legal event that was staged here on
June 6, 1922. The proceedings were an inquest into the hammer murder of a Harwich
farmer named Gus Noel. The accused murderer was a young Charing Cross farm hand
named Cfayton Croft.

Hundreds of people wanted to attend the inquest as Chatham had not experienced an
event such as this since the 1893 murder of Chatham town constable Robert Rankin.
The inquest proceedings, which could only be described as circus-like, had to be staged
at a venue that could accommodate several hundred people and be thusly available on
short notice. The Foresters Half met both requirements and was one of the few buildings
in the city capable of being thus employed.

Clayton Croft was later convicted of the murder and served 18 years in jail. He was
released from prison at the outset of the Second World War and died at Ridgetown in
the early 1980s.



Design/Physical (OHA Reg. 9/06):

The Boyd Block Property contains a good surviving example of a c. 1875 commercial block with
a remodelled fagade In the Art Deco style.

Contextual (OHA Reg. 9/06):

The Boyd Block is an integral part of the commercial streetscape of King Street West and
contributes to a stylistically consistent design theme with adjacent structures that were either
built or renovated in the Art Deco style, c. 1935 along this section of the street.

Any person may, within 30 days of the date of this Notice, serve on the Clerk, a Notice of
Objection in writing, setting out the objection and all relevant facts. Where a Notice of
Objection has been served, the Council of the Municipality of Chatham-Kent shall refer
the matter to the Conservation Review Board for a hearing.

Dated at the Municipality of Chatham-Kent this 24th day of July, 2020.


