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CITY OF ST. CATHARINES 

February 23rd 1984 

Minfstry of Citizenship 
and Culture 
Heritage Branch 
7th Floor, 77 Bloor Street W 
TORONTO, Ontario 
M7A 2R9 

Sirs: 

·, 

• • 

' 
·, 

•• 

BOX 3012 CITY HALL 
ST. CATHARINES, ONTARIO L2R 7C2 

PHONE (416) 688-5600 

T. R. HOLLICK 
CITY CLERK 

Re: Request from the Lincoln County Board of 
Education for Removal of Desi.gnation fran 
Robertson Sch.ool (.83 Church Streetl, Desi'gnated 
Pursuant to the Ontarfo Her[tage Act October lOth 
1978, By-law· No. 78-359, 

Please be advised that Ctty Council at its regular meeti·ng of February 
• 

20th, 1984 denied tne request of tlie Li'ncoln County Board of Education 
for removal of the designatt·on fr.cm Rooertson School. 
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Council enacted th.is resolution followi:ng consi'derati·on of a report fran 
this department wli.ich included to.e submi:s·si·on from the Board as well as 
the submi.ssi.'on fran the Local Arcni·tectural Conservati·on Advisory Committee 
on tli.i s matter. 

For your complete in·formati:on l' am s·E;ncling you an excerpt from the General 
Committee Minutes of Pebruary l 3tli 1·984, which con ta i'ns the report from 

• thts department as well as. tne ful'l text of the resolution enacted by 
Council. 

1 

Sh.ould you require any further information please contact t"be writer di:rectly. 
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Delores. Tooi:n 
Asslstant Clerk (.Legislationl 
/ab 
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EXCERPT OF THE MINUTES OF THE . ... 
G\ t::V\er o. \ ••••oo••··········· COMMITTEE 

• 

ST. CATHARINES 
DA'TE h:- . /3 & S 

84. 
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fi •• 'T'. • • • • • ITEM NO ••• ~ 
· /:,~ '? Oj Y.LL RATIFIED BY COUNCIL ••••• ~; •• ~ 1 

• • 

Report from the Ci.ty Clerk's Department 
Re: Request fr0111 the Lincoln County Board 
of Educ at ion for Removal of Designation froi,1 
Robertson School (83 Church Street), Designated 
Pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act October 10t11 
1978, By-law No. 78-359 (FILE: 10.64.101) 

• 

• 

By memorandum d'ated Februa:i;y 3rd 1984, the 
submitted the following information on the 
consideration of the General Committee:-

City Clerk's Department 
subiect mat.ter for the 

• 

Tt1e Local Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee (I,ACAC) has, in 
accordance with established procedures, revi~wed the suh.iect req11est of 
the Lincotn County "lroara: of'-Eaucaf·ion, '"'and has ·a1Jvi'se"d""'trrat: .. they· t11il~t -
i'eca11mend against the removal of the designation on Robertson School. 
Tile position of LACAC in this regard is.~hat the historical/architectural 
merits of the site are as significant today as they were when the 
building ,-,as designated. LACAC believes that to recommend other than the 
retention of designation w:ould ''negate their mandate'' • 

• 

Before submitting their recommendation, members of LACAC and members of 
the Planning Committee of the Board of Education met to review the 
Board's request. f[oweve"r, both parties have since reported that their 
respective positions are unchanged. . • 

• 
• 

, on behalf of the Board, has advised, by letter dated 
• 

Ja11uary ·lOth 1984, that with the present severe restrictions on 
• 

provincial funds, the proceeds from the sale of surplus properties are 
now the only means by which capital. projects c.an be carried out at other 
schools. He has explqined that the Robertson site, because of its 
location, is a very valuable asset; however> an appraisal of the site has 
indicated a considerable financi~l loss due to the heritage designation~ 

• 

Since the time the school Wc\s closed in 1g77, the Board has attempted to 
make tlie property available,1 to non-profit, civic and charital>le p,roups -
a:n~ l~l::f:_e_~_lr, ?ndE:~_}e~s~( t~_~he Lincoln ~rt_:1 Centr~~- . ,lf~\v"ey_~~r,. t!ie_:_ . _ 
bu1.ld1.ng 1.s quickly deter·1orat1ng through lack of annual preventive 
maintenance, and  has stated that it is now imperative to 
dispose of the property. He l1as also stated that it: ,.,ould not be 
inconceivable for the Board, Qnce the designation is lifted and the 
property is offered for sale, to indicate in the offer/tender that 
preference would he given to a proposal that would retain the building -
provided of course, that such proposal would not result in a financial 
loss to the Board. · · . 

• 
• 

Tile Ontario Heritage 
following courses of 

Act provides that Council may t:ake either one of the 
• act1.on: 

• 

• 
• • • 

(a) refuse the application and give notice of $ts decision to the 
applicant, and the Ontario Heritage Foundat:i.on; or 

• • 
• 

, 

(b) consent to the application and pass a by-law ,:epealing t:l1e 
designating by-la,v-, causing notice to be published in accordance 
with the requirements of that Act. . ' 

MOVED BY : • • 

• 

That the application from tbe Lincoln County Bo,ard of Education f:01· _ 

- -- reYriova:-1 0£-r.n·e--li'e'iit·age d-e-s±gn·a:ti:on -·f-ro1n 'Rooer_t_s"'<>'n ·sclr-o-ol ~ mui'iic1paJ.·1y 
• 

located at 83 Church Street, be denied; 

and that , Lincoln County Board of J~ducation, 112 Oakdale 
Avenue, St. Catharines, Ontario, L2P 3J9, and the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation, 77 Bloor Street West, 7th Floor, To:ront:o, Ontar.ios }17A 2R9, 
be so advised. (FILE: 10.64.101) · • • 
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