
This document was retrieved from the Ontario Heritage Act e-Register,  
which is accessible through the website of the Ontario Heritage Trust at  

www.heritagetrust.on.ca.

Ce document est tiré du registre électronique. tenu aux fins de la Loi sur le 
patrimoine de l’Ontario, accessible à partir du site Web de la Fiducie du 

patrimoine ontarien sur www.heritagetrust.on.ca.  

http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Home.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Home.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Accueil.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Accueil.aspx


t 
CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF DUNDAS 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK 

SUSAN L. STEELE, TOWN CLERK 

60 MAIN STREET, DUNDAS, ONTARIO L9H 2P8 (416) 628-6327, Ext. 201 

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 8584, DUNDAS, ONTARIO L9H 5E7 

September 21, 1989. 

The Ontario Heritage Foundation 
77 Bloor Street West, 
Toronto, Ontario. 
M7A 2R9 

Re: Designation of 39 Elgin Street, Dundas 
Our Fi le 10.64.11 

Dear Sir: 

-
c< I) I 

In accordance with the provisions of The Ontario 
Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1980, Chapter 337, please find enclosed a copy of 
By-law No. 3814-89 a by-law to designate the property known 
municipally as 39 Elgin Street. 

This By-law was passed by Council at Its meeting on 
August 21, 1989. Passage of the By-law was advertised in the local 
newspaper beginning September 6, 1989 for three consecutive weeks. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, 
please give me a call. 

SLS:brs 

Enc I. 

Yours very tru I y, 

n 
(~s.) Susan L. Steele, 
Town Clerk. 

SEP 2 1', 1~: :· _; 

ONTA~!O r:ERITAGE 

-----·-----
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THE CORJ?ORAPION OF THE TOWN OF DUNDAS 

BY-LAW NO. 3814-89 

A BY-LAW OF THE CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWN OF DUNDAS, BEING A BY-LAW TO 
DESIGNATE A PROPERTY IN THE TOWN 
OF DUNDAS TO BE OF HISTORIC AND 
ARCHITECTURAL VAWE OR INTEREST. 

(HISTORICAL DESIGNATION -
39 ELGIN STREET) 

• 

WHEREAS this Councii is empOZtJered under Subsection 6 of 

Section 29 of the Ontario Hel'itage Ac*, R.s.o. 1980, Chapter 33?, as amended, 

to enact by-iaws to designate property, inctuding e:r:tel'iors of buitdings, as 

described in Scheduie '' A'' attached hereto to be of histol'ic or architecturai 

vaiue or interest, 

AND WHEREAS this Councii has caused to be sel!Ved upon the owners 

of the property known municipaiiy as 39 Eigin Street, in the Town of Dundas and 

upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation notice of intention to so designate the 

said property and has caused such notice of intention to be pubiished in a 

newspaper having a generai circuiation in this Municipaiity, once for each of 

three consecutive weeks; 

AND WHEREAS no notice of objection to the proposed designation of 

the said property has been se1.1Ved on the cierk of this municipaiity within the 

time prescl'ibed by the said statute; 

AND WHEREAS this Counci1,'s reasons for the proposed designation 

are as set forth in Scheduie ''B'' attached hereto, 
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NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF 

DUNDAS ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

There is hereby designated as being of historic and architectural, 

va7.,ue or interest, the exterior of the property knObJn municipa7.,7.,y as 

39 Etgin Street, in the TobJn of Dundas, more paPticu1.,ar7.,y described in 

Schedul,e 11 A11 attached hereto. 

The Tob7/1. So7.,icitor is hereby authorized and directed to aause a 

copy of this By-1.,a.z,J to be registered against the property described in 

Schedul,e 11A11 attached hereto in the Land Registry Office for the Registry 

Division of WentuJorth. 

The C1.,erk is hereby authorized and directed to cause a copy of 

this By-7.,a.z,J to be served upon the 01JJners of the property and upon the 

Ontario Heritage Foundation and to cause a notice of this By-7.,a.z,J to be 

pub1,ished in a ne1JJspaper having general, cirou1.,ation in the Tob7/1. of Dundas. 

READ a First, Second and Third time and fina1.,7.,y PASSED this T1JJenty-first day of 

August, A.D. 1989. 

/ 
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SCHEDULE '' A'' 

39 E7,gin Street 

ALL AND SINGULAR that aertain par>aei or tract of iana. and premises situate, 

iying and being in the Town of Du1ui.as, in the Regionai Muniaipaiity of 

Hamiiton-Wentworth, being composed of Lots Nwnbers 38 and 33 on the east side of 

Eigin Street in the survey of that paPt of the Town of Du1ui.as made by 

J. Mackintosh, D.P.L.S. for Messrs. Aiian and Mathieson known as Registered P1,an 

No. 4, now known as Pian Number 1446. 
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SCHEDULE ''B'' 

• 

' 

HistoricaL Significance 
• 

This picturesque house at the corner of ELgin and Victoria was 

buiLt circa 1859 for Thomas WiLson and remained in the WiLson famiLy untii 

1917. The WiLson famiLy immi.grated from Scot1-and in 1843 and settied in Dwuiaa 

one year> Later. 

WiLson was emp1-oyed at the Gartshore Foundr>y for 25 year>s, 16 of 

these as manager of the machinery department. 

In 1866 the Gartshore Foundry went into receivership and a group 

of investors 1-ed by Wi1-son Leased it under the name Thos WiLson and Co. 

WiLson's foundry empLoyed 75 skiLLed mechanics and reached a peak of prosperity 

in its first five years, during which Canada entered a period of industrial, 

• 

advancement. The foundry p:t>oduced steam engines, boiLe:t>B and miZL machinery and 

specia7,ized in refitting the Larger 1,ake steamers that came up the canai. It 

aiso supp1-ied machinery to the pioneering saw and grist mi,1,1,s in Ontario. By 

1889, the boom had faded, WiZson's partners had moved on and he was forced to 

c1,ose the foundr>y. The Va1,1,ey City Manufacturing Co now occupies the site of 

Ga2•tshore' s and WiLson' s o1-d foundries. 

• 
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Thomas WiZson was not oniy a skiLZed engineer and a suaaessfui 

businessma1-i, he aiso pZayed an important roie in the Dundas poZitiaai arena. He 

served as town aounaiitor for many years and heLd the offiae of Mayor twiae, 

initiaiiy from 1876 to 1878 and then again in 1885. He was aativeiy invoived in 

the aontroversiai Water Works Committee whiah Zobbied 20 years for an adequate 

fire-fighting system. Despite the feasibiZity of severai pZans put forward by 

the ao1nmittee, it was not untiL the disasterous fire of 1881 that the towns 

peopie aonsented to this use of tax doLLaPs. The system was finatiy aompteted 

during WiZson's finaL term as Mayor. WiZso1-i aiso served the town as town aierk 

(1883), treasurer (1888-90), a member of the sahooi boaPd, and as Justiae of the 

Peaae. He died in 1891. 

In 1868 Thomas WiZson soid 39 F:lgin to his son RiahaPd Todd 

Witson who beaame an equaLLy important man in Dundas business and poLitiaai 

aonununities. 

I 

R.T. WiLson was a true entrepreneur with an interest in neaPLy 

every business that prospered in Dundas during his Zifetime. A.round the age of 

twenty, WiLson opened a store in the bLoak opposite Foundry Street where he sotd 

groaeries, wine, Ziquors, fiour, feed and provisions. In 1863 he added Witson 

and Company's aoai oiL works to his buiZding on King Street. He staPted Dundas 

Axe Works, buiit a new faatory and a skating rink on Hatt Street and the Bank of 

Commerae buiLding. WiLson was quite prosperous by 1875 when he purahased a 
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1,arge storehouse at the canal, basin and outfitted it as a ma1,t house - one of 

the 1,argest in the Dominion. In 1876 he bought the E"lgin House Hotel, which 

ceased operations as a hotel, in 1885 and has been used since as a post office, 

pub1,ic 1,ibrary, te1,ephone office and bank. 

In addition to his many business ventures, R.T. Wi1,son served as 

town counci1,1,or, Chairman of the Street Committee and the Confederation 

Committee, was a member of the Board of Education and of the Knox Church Board 

of Managers. He a1,so served as Mayor in 1891, 1892 and again in 1911. 

In 1917 R.T. Wi1,son retired to Toronto where he died ten years 

1,ater • 

Architectural, Significance 

39 E1,gin Street is a particu1,ar1,y fine ea:amp1,e of Gothic Revival, 

architecture which was popu1,ar in Ontario from the 1840's to the 1870's. The 
• 

Gothic sty1,e deve1,oped in z,eaction to the rigid symmetry and the emphasis on 

order and ba1,ance that characterizes Georgian and C1,assica1, architecture. The 

Gothic house is z,omantic and fancifu1,,both in structure and in its decorative 

features. It is vertical, in its emphasis, featuring sharp1,y pitched gab1,es 

decorated with curvitinear barge board. This concern for surface texture and 

decoration is often manifested by a stucco finish. Free of the restrictions of 

ciassicai norms, this sty1,e inctines to asymmetry and variety, resutting in a 

picturesque 1,ook. 

I 

• 



,---.------------------------ ... 

' 

I 

-• 

' • 

• 

Page 4 

39 ELgin Street is a 1 1/8 storey stone buiLt dweLLing with a 

shaPpLy pitahed gabLe roof and projecting eaves. A stucco finish was added in 

1869 some ten yeaps after the house was buiit. The foundation is rough hewn 

stone, extending sLightiy above ground ieveL. 

aiong the Left and right facades. 

A aoncrete base aoUPse is visibie 

One of the most striking Gothia featupes of 39 ELgin Street is 

the decorative bapge boapd that runs aLong aii the gabie ends and the dormer 

windows. The major gabLes on this home have the added featUPe of being topped 

by kidney shaped aiay ornaments, unique to 39 ELgin. The roof is aLso unusuaL 

in that it is shingLed with oatagonaL sLates. Most Gothia styLe houses have a 

finiaL extending upwapds fz,om the cent:ro.L gabie. 39 ELgin originaLLy had one at 

the apex of eaah end gabie, but both were Later removed. 

The gabLed porch over the front door is a Later addition, but 

this struatUPe is suffiaientiy Gothic to maintain the purity of styLe which 

distinguishes this house. Two octagonaL aoLWTlns support the gabLe, with two 

piLasters (simuLated aoLWTlns) in the same styLe running aLong the waiL behind 

them. The door is centraL: a doubie door, eaah side consisting of an upper 

rectanguLar recessed paneL over a square recessed panei, sepapated by a wooden 

band, entireiy set into mouLded raiis. The originai door is now in the foyer, 

fianked by naprow side Lights with a Leaded diamond pattern pLaaed under a 

transom Light whiah repeats the pattern. An inLaid tiLe·fLoor in the foyer 

before the door may aiso be originai. 

' 
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One aharming aharaateriatia of Gothia homes is the variety in 

window design, p'lr;.ae and ornamentation. 39 E'Z,gin provides a mode exampie of 

this emphasia on variety, with a aamp'le of severai popu'lav Gothia windOltJ types. 

The first storey front faaade windows ave two over foUP paned, doub'le hung 

windows with thiak mu'l'lions and thinner muntins. The windows have deaorative 

• 

Zinteis - square headed, mou'lded wooden trim, wooden sUPround siiis, stone 

7,ugsit:ls, and are shuttered. The two first fioor windows on the 'left faaade and 

the two seaond atorey windowa on the right faaade are the same .• 

On the seaond storey of the front faaade are two distinat'ly 

Gothia window types. To the right is a gab7,ed dormer windOltJ, doub'le hung, 

two over foUP paned, 'long and nawOltJ with simpie mou'lded trim and nawow wooden 

7,ugsi7,Zs. In the aentrai gab1,e ia a foUP center ogee windOltJ with a venti'lated 

wooden transom and mou'lded trim as in the dormer. The ogee is a type of pointed 

avah found on moat Gothia bui'ldings, aimi'lar'ly, the gab'led dormer ia a ata:ndard 

Gothia window type. 

The right faaade is dominated by a firat fioor bay window with a 

venti7,ated wooden transom. Two tong, narrow, doub'le hung windOltJs are set into 

the bay whiah ia roofed and haa a wooden entab'latUPe. The reav of the houae 

onae waa a porah and has a simp'le wood-tri,mned, stained g'lass windOltJ set in ita 

right side. 

• 
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The ieft facade's second storey window is an ogee in the same 

sty'le as the front gab'led ogee. illiove it is a tiny attic window - one pane set 

into simp'le wooden mou'lding. On the far ieft first storey is a aimpie doub'le 

hung sash window with p'lain mou'ldings. It is p'laced in the midd'le of the 

c'losed-in porch section. At each end of this section, there is a pi'laster on the 

same sty'le as those at the entranceway. 

The reav of 39 E'lgin Street surpasses the front facade in its 

vaviety of structures, windows, and decorative etements. What once was a porch 

t;hat e:x:tended the 'length of the rear has been converted to pa:r.•b of' the house 

itseif and a greenhouse added. The porch section has a ft,at roof and simp'le 

wooden entab'lature. Set into the right rear is a doubte hung shuttered window. 

Ne:x:t to it is a set of three windows under a 36 'light opaque window. 

Approximateiy centered in the rear is a door, above which is a transom with 

wooden ornamentation cavved into th~ shape of two quatrefoil, fl,owers. To the 

ieft of this door is a pi'laster (as. in the front) ne:x:t to two round headed 

windows with iancet tracery. 

The second storey of the rear has a gabied dormer at 'left and an 

ogee window at right. In the center a square tower has been buiit atop the 

porch. This unusuai tower is orenel,ated and set into it is a distinctive 

stained g'lass window with a diamond ohannei pattern which was repeated in the 

'lights around the original, door. 

• 
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At the front Zeft co~er is a porch enciosed with treiZZage. 

From this porch doubZe French doors provide another entrance into the house. 

The doors ax>e trimmed with square headed wooden mouZding. A smaii one-sided 

gabie roof e:x:t;ends approximateiy a foot above the door, supported by brackets. 

In keeping with the upward movement of the house's decorative 

eiements, the two chimneys are taz.i and doubied with connecting brick courses. 

When 39 EZgin Street was buiit, a Zarge porch with three 
. 

ciassicai coiwnns graced the front. It had an upper baZcony with a wooden 

quatrefoiZ. baZ.ustrade which ran the entire Z.ength of the front facade. When 

this porch was removed, the centrai gabZ.e was e:x:t;ended down the right side to 

create the present entranceway. The iniaid tiie at the top of the front steps 

may date from this period. 

39 El.gin Street sits on a co~er iot of reZ.ativeZ.y Z.arge 

proportions. It is fenced in front with white pickets. The house is one of 

Dundas' best Gothic styied structures and the variety of Z.ight, shade and detaii 

perceived is enhanced by the weii-treed and Z.andscaped iot. 

As this house is iocated on property which renders az.i four 

facades visibie, aii four exterior facades ax>e to be designated, e:ccZ.uding the 

iatter addition porch in the southeast co~er. 

• 


