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--,. CITY OF VAUGHAN 

In the Matter of The Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1980, Chapter 337; 

- and -

In the Matter 
address in the 
in the Province 

of The Lands and Premises at the following Municipal 
city of Vaughan, in the Regional Municipality of York, 
of Ontario. 

To: Ontario Heritage Foundation 
77 Bloor street West 
2nd floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M7A 2R9 

NOTICE OF PASSING OF BY-LAW 

REGISTERED MAIL 

TAKE NOTICE that 
Vaughan has passed 
municipal address, 
value or interest 
1980, Chapter 337. 

the Council of The Corporation of the City of 
a by-law gesignating the property at the following 
as property of architectural and/or historical 
under Part IV of The Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 

Maple cemetery vault 
Part Lot 21, Concession 3 

Maple 

The Maple Cemetery Vault, located on 
of the southwest half of Lot 21 
designated under Part IV of the 
architectural and historical reasons. 

Maple Cemetery grounds, 
in Concession 3, has 
Ontario Heritage Act 

part 
been 
for 

Maple Cemetery has been an integral part of the community of 
Maple since its establishment in 1871. The Maple Cemetery Vault 
was built of stone in 1882. The building has a square plan with 
a black slate roof covering the structure. The Maple Cemetery 
·vault is unique in its design in that it is perhaps the only 
Gothic Revival structure in the Municipality constructed of 
stone. The vault was constructed for the purpose of safekeeping 
the deceased during the wi'nter months when the ground was too 
hard to dig. The structure is illustrative of the funerary 
customs used in 19th-century society. 

DATED at the city of Vaughan, this llth day of September 1991. 
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A By-law to designate the Maple vm,J t, 
111111,icipally as Part Iot 21, ion 3, Maple, in the City of Vm:ghau, 
in the R.egioui!IJ M111·,icipality of York, in the of onta,·io as 
of a r·cbi and historical value or in • 

29 of ==---=A=·-==L-, R.s.o. 1980,, 

authorizes the C.C•J110il of a 111111icipality to enact by-laws to desi911ate 
• 

real prc·.:e·ty, iool1Jdi1-g all 1:.uildi1-gs a1xl. sl1uct,11"P.S 

arc.i1ite.,t •Jt"a] atlVor hi sloric.aJ value or i trl. er··~ ;t; a1xl, 

the O--J11Cil of '!he C01.1•:•ration of the City of Va1igJ1an has 

to be as the 

Maple cemete1y Vault, Patt r,·,t 21, eon.ession 3, Maple, in the City of 

va1:ijl ian, 

• 
in tion, 

notice of i11t:e11tion to desigl1ate the 

s1Y.!1 notic·e of 
• ma 

c > ,nr:ec, 1Live zz 

WHE:REJ\S no noti, e of 

set 11ed on the Clerk of the z.t111icipality: 

NCM 'lflf:Rf:FORE the o •11x::il of '!he COt.t):iration of the City of va1Jglian 

ENACIS AS FOTJCWS: 

1. • 
1S 

the ruild i 1):J as the Maple O?lnetety Vault, 1, .• _:ate:l in 

the Maple cemete·, y, Part rot 

Va\:yiian, in the Regi00c3) :M!tlJC1 1 . 'pal 'ty of York, nore pat Lia 11 arly 

• 
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this By-law to be regi st F(e(l against the prc:{>et' Ly 

• 
l.11 ''A'', in the p:rcper lain 

regi sl J y office • 
• 

4. '!he City Clerk is authorized to ca\JSC a < )"PY of this 

By-law to be 

a1)i on the 0!1lario IIeritage Fo11xlation a1rl. to cause notice 

passi1-g of 

notice of i r·rl e11Lion to so desigiiate was 

s.ex-~o ar):l 'lfl I RD ti1ue a11l finaJ ly pas_cuxl this llth day of 

• 

L. Mayor 
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• • 

, --
J. 0: dl, City Clerk 
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·!he lams sil. 11ate:i in the City of Vauglian, in the Regional Mu11icipality of 
York, in the Provin.:e of 0111 ario, bei1-g c~:ut)'E',€1] of T,,ts 81, 82, 83, 95, 
98, 99, 102 aJ):l pa1 L of Toi s 84 a,u 94, Re3j sler-ed Plan 72 atxl bei 1-g Part 
1 showr1 on Refe:cenc.:e Plan 64R- 1425, filed in the Fegi sl;ty Division of the 
Tam Re3i sl:ry Offi< :e of York Region, save an:l exc:>.fJL all of T,,t 81 am 

' . . pa1-1 s of T,_,1 s 82 atxl 94, Registered Plan 72 des1gt1atecl as pa1-L 1 01') Plan 
64R-1654. 
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LE CF:M El'F:RY VAULT 
Part Lot 21, Concession3 
Maple 

SCHEDULE 11 B11 TO BY-LAW 

• 

SHORT RF:ASONS FOR DESIGNATION • 

The Maple Cemetery Vault, located on Maple 
Cemetery grounds, part of the southwest half of 
lot 21 in concession 3 ( west of Major Mackenzie 
Drive and Hill Street) is recommended for desig­
nation under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act 
for architectural and historical reasons. 

Maple Cemetery has been an integeral part of the 
community of Maple since its establishment in 
1871. The Maple Cemetery Vault, built in 1882, 
was constructed for the purpose of safekeeping 
the deceased during winter months when the 
ground was too hard to dig. It is a socially sig­
nificant structure as it demonstrates funerary cus-

• 

MAPLE CEMEl'ERY VAULT, Pan Lot 21, Concession 3, Maple 

' 

toms used in 19th-century society. 

The vault was built of stone in 1882 in the Gothic 
Revival style. The structure has a square plan with 
a black slate roof covering the structure. The 
Maple Cemetary Vault is unique in its design in 
that it is perhaps the only Gothic Revival structure 
in the Municipality constructed of stone. The 
quality of workmanship employed to construct 
this stone structure and its slate roof demonstrates 
the care and concern the early Trustees of the 
Maple Cemetery procured for those deceased 
and their resting place. 
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LE CF:MF;f'ERYVAULT 
Part Lot 21, Concession 3 
Maple 
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(Above) South elevation (facade). 
1. Gothic entranceway 

• 

(Above) South elevation (facade) showing 
stepped parapet. 

ARCHITECTURAi, DESCRI 
The Maple Cemetery Vault was built in 1882 in 
the Gothic Revival style. The structure has a 
square plan with a black slate roof covering the 
structure. 

The vault has a stone and mortar exterior, appear­
ing to give the structure an earlier date. The 
facade extends upward from the south wall to 

MAPLE CEMEl'ERY VAULT, Part .Lot 21, Concession 3, Maple 
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(Above) North elevation. 
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f 011i, a stepped parapet with decorative egg­
shaped, moulded sandstone on a square base, on 
the steps (seven steps) of the parapet. The or~ 
namentation is symmetrically balanced on the 
facade: two mouldings one positioned on the 
lower level and a third on the highest centre point. 

Most of the structure appears below ground as the 
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north, east, and west elevations are constructed in 
a sloped bank at the centre of the Cemetery. 
Two diverse types of stone textures appear on the 
structure: on the north, east and west elevations 
the stone appears as rubblestone surrounded al­
most entirely of mortar; while larger cut stones 
and supporting stone buttresses are found on the 
south elevation (facade). 

Reiterating the gothic design of the structure, a 
' 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
The west half of lot 21 in concession 3 (100 acres) 
was first granted to Joseph Fraser in 1845 by the 
Crown. The property was thereafter subdivided 
into smaller parcels creating, in part, the 
mainstreets (northeast comers of Keele Street 
and Major Mackenzie Drive) for the village of 
Maple. 

• 

In 1871,the congregation of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church, having built a new church on 
the west side of Keele Street south of Major Mack­
enzie Drive, decided to purchase about two acres 
of the southwest comer of lot 21 in concession 3 
for a cemetery. The cemetery was to be used by 
members of the Wesleyan Methodist congrega-
tion in the area. · 

The deed of purchase, written in 1871, and 
registered 21 November 1873, shows the purchase 
by the Trustees of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church (now known as the Maple United 
Church), of the two acre parcel from Doctor 
Oliver Rupert (at that time a Trustee of church) 
and his wife Agnes Rupert for the price of 
$132.00. The Deed states the Trustees of the 
Maple Wesleyan Church as being the following: 
Peter Frank, yeoman; Henry Dickout, yeoman; 
Adam Rupert, gentleman; J.P. Rupert, merchant; 
B. Andrews, yeoman; Henry Frank, yeoman; 

• 
Hugh Devlin, yeoman; Doctor Oliver Rupert; 
John Dickout, yeoman; and Daniel Kinnee, 
yeoman. 

The Cemetery Vault at the Maple Cemetery was 
constructed in 1882 for the purpose of maintaining 
the bodies of the deceased during the winter 

MAPLE CEMEIERY VAULT, Part Lot 21, Concession 3, Maple 
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pointed (gothic) door and entranceway is central­
ly located on the facade (south elevation). 

The Maple Cemetery Vault is unique in architec­
ture in that it is perhaps the only Gothic Revival 
structure constructed in stone found in the 
Municipality. Its diverse design and slate .roof 
demonstrates the care and concern the Trustees 
of the Maple Cemetery procured for those 
deceased and their resting place. 

• 

when the ground was too hard to dig. Such a 
structure was necessary since adequate machinery 
to dig through the winter frost was not readily 
available. 

A Registry of the Maple Cemetery dated 1883, 
outlines the cemetery's by-laws and regulations 
and makes reference to the cemetery vault as 
follows: 

All bodies over twelve years of age that may be 
deposited in the Vault, a fee of $2.00 for the first 
month and $1.00 thereafter. 
All bodies under twelve years of age, the sum of 
$1.00 for use in the first month and S.50 there­
after. 

No body shall be deposited in the Cemetery 
Vault who has died of the following deseases: 
smallpox, cholera, scarlet fever, typhus fever or 
any other contagious desease. 

In 1883 the price of a single plot was $7.00, while 
a larger family plot {16' X 16') was sold for $15.00. 
The Cemetery Trustees left aside plots for in­
dividuals that could not afford to pay for a proper 
burying place. 

Beginning in 1929 the administration of the 
cemetery was under the auspices of the newly 
fo1111ed Maple United Church Cemetery Board. 
The Cemetery Board consisted of volunteers, ap­
pointed by the Maple United Church, interested 
in the care of the Cemetery (perhaps owning a plot 
themselves or caring for a family member's plot). 
As the Board became a somewhat independent 
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organization from the United Church, the 
cemetery eventually became non-denominational. 

The Maple United Cemetery Board established a 
Perpetual Care Fund to care for the plots, plants, 
and maintain the cemetery's upkeep (basically 
among other things to pay for a caretaker's salary). 
In 1933, the Cemetery Board developed a Pioneer 
Fund to receive donations to pay for the care of 
the early graves that no longer had family member 
in the area to pay the Perpetual Care costs. 

In 1930, Memorial Day Services began at the 
Maple Cemetery and were held once a year in or 
around the month of June. 'l"his day was set aside 
to honour and remember those individuals buried 
at the Cemetery. 1"his event would attract many 
people from the village of Maple. 

The Cemetery gained wide publicity when a 
photograph in the January 15, 1932, edition 9f the 
Toronto newspaper The Globe (forunner of the 
Globe and Mail), was published with the following 
headline and caption: 

" DESCENDANTS CA.RE FOR GRAVES -
Maple United Cemetery is one the outstanding 
examples of Ontario burial grounds which 
through the efforts of the descendants of the early 
pioneers, have been carefully preserved. At no 
time in its history has the cemetery been neglected, 
and with improvements of a more recent date, it is 
widely known for its natural beauty and layout." 

Since its establishment in 1871 with a two acres 
parce~ the cemetery expanded in size. In 1913 
the Methodist Church bought a parcel of land to 

SOURCES 

• 

• 

the west of the cemetery from Sarah Sh11nk and 
Mary Ann Buckle for $237.50 • At this time the 
Trustees of the cemetery were as follows: Thomas 
Cousins, Thomas H. Keys, Fredrick W. Routley, 
Henry C. Bailey, James A. Rose, John Coombs, 
J ohnA. Kinnee, Thomas Oliver, Joshua Manning, 
Leeds Richardson, J atnes Downey, and W~bur 
Keffer. 

In 1941, the cemetery again expanded in the 
westerly direction when the Cemeter.y Board 
bought property from the executors of the David 
Rumble Estate for a price of $2400.00. 'l"his parcel 

' 
of land not only consisted of property for burials 
but also a house that was rented out (5 Station 
Street) to the full-time caretaker. 

• 

Additional property was again bought in 1947 by 
the Trustees of the Maple United Cemetery 
(Trustees included at this time Morley J. Kinnee 
and I.B. Mussleman) from Mrs. Bone. 

By 1970 the Cemetery Act allowed for 
Municipalities to have the power to administer 
cemeteries. On April 5, 1971, active and inactive 
cemeteries in Vaughan were transferred to the 
care of the Municipality and a Cemetery Advisory 
Committee to Council was established. 

The Maple Cemetery has been an integeral part 
in the comm11nity of Maple since its establishment 
in 1871. The Maple Cemetery Vault is com­
memorative of times when such a structure was 
used to safekeep the deceased during the winter 
months. It is a socially significant structure as it 
demonstrates funerary customs used in 19th-Cen-

• tury soc,ety. 

Abstract Index of Deeds, Archives Vaughan (Microftlm). 
Instr11ment 973, registered 1873. 
Instrument 10003, registered 1913. 
Maple Cemetery Records, Manuscript Collection, Archives Vaughan. 
Ream an, G. Elmore. A History of Vaughan Township. Vaughan Township Historical Society, 1971. 
Somerville, Patricia, and Catherine Macfarlane, eds.A History of Vaughan Township Churches.Vaughan 
Township Historical Society, 1984. 

Angela Pacchiarotti, April 1991 
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