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IN TFIE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HDRITAGE ACT
R.S.O. 1990 CHAPTBR 0.18 AND

141 McCAUL STREET (REDEMPTORISTS MONASTERY)
CITY OF TORONTO. PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DESIGNATE

Ontario Heritage'Ir'ust
onto 10 Adelaide Street East

Tolonto, Ontario
M5C 1J3

141 McCaul Street
l-ake notice that Toronto City Council intends to designate the lands and buildings known
mturicipally as i41 McCar-rl Street (Redernptorists Monastely) under Part iV, Section 29 of the
Ontario Flelitage Act.

Reasons lbr Designation

Description
The plopelty at 141 McCaul Street is worthy of designation under Part IV, Section 29 of tl're
Ontario Fleritage Act fol its cultural heritage value, and meets tire criteria lbr municipal designation
ptescribed by the Province of Ontario under the three categories of design, associative and

contextual values. A two-and-a-ha1f stoly buff blick building, on a raised sandstone basement with
a rnansald roof and ently porch culminating in a gable with crucifix, the Redernptorists Monastery
(1886) is located mid-block at 141 McCaul Street adjacent to the Chulch of St Patrick (1908) and

the Chr:rcir of our Lady of Carmel (i869-70) (the fir'st St. Patricl< church). The site was listed on the
City ol'Toronto Inventoly of Fleritage Properties in 2006.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value
Designed in the I{igh Victorian Gothic style, the Redemptor:ists Monastery is valued because it is a

ral'e exanlple of a well-crafted nineteenth century purpose-built monastery in the downtown of the

City of -folonto. The Redernptorists Monastery is an irnportant exatnple of Toronto's I-Iigh
Victolian Gothic style consistently applied in the variety cleated in the combination of materials,
brick ar"rd stone patterns and textures, varying window patterns ar-rd types arrd in the complex
massing and silhor-rette created by the polch, wings and chimneys.
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The Reclemptorists Monastely has associative veriue as the lrrst iocation of the Reden-iptolist

Congregation in the City of -folonto fbllowing an invitation fiom Bishop Laulent to the order jn

Baltimore to establish a centLe at St Patrick's palish. It is historictrLly significant as tl-re centle Ibr

outreach ploglatns to the poor, homeless, unemployed and ner,v citizens florn tlre tirne o1their:

location lrele in 1881 up to the present. 'fhe monastery is fulther significant as fl'om 1912-68 it
served as the Canadian Engiish-spealdng headqurarters of the Redemptolists wl-rich extended their'

contribution provincially, nationally and inter:nzttioually thror-rgh a vatiety of multi-f acetecl missiot'ts.

Corrtextually, the Redemptolists Monastery is a landmark in the Grange neighboLu'l'rood bi, virtr-re of
its prominent placement, composition and scale on McCaul StLeet. It is part of a precinct inclLrding
ilrrcc nrlrc'.r"n.rinelll plopelties: St Patrick's cirurch, Or-rl Lady of Calmel cirr:rch and the CatholictLrl!u vLrrv! vrvrrrrrrv

Settlement I-louse. It is historically, physically. limctionally and visuaily r'elateci to its suuoundings

rvhere it is an integlal palt ol this institutional precinct on tlre blocl< bor-urd by McCaul, St Patricl<,

Eirn Streets ancl Dundas Street West. In the Gr"ange neighbor-rrhood this pr:ecinct represents the

spiritr-ral, ma1erial, social and cult.;ral contljlt'-rtion oi the Reclemptolists to a variety c['ethnic
imrr-liglants and commttnities throughout tire past 130 years-

Iierit:rge Attributes
Ti-re heritage attlibutes on the extedor of the Reden:rptorists Monastery are:

" The location o1'the building adjacent to St Patricl<'s church zrnd Catholic Settlement l-Iouse to

the sor-rth ar-rd in proxirlity to Oul Lady of Mount Carmel chut'ch to the east on St. Patt'icl<

Stlect
n The 2 ty'z story r-nassing on a laised basement with projecting wings, a centlal entry porcir on

the west fagade with a gable above and a two stoly extension on the east fagade at the notth
cornel'

o The lectangulal plan with the projecting wings, polcl'r and east extensiolt r,vith one iong tace

oliented to the stleet

" The sandstone foundation and details, buffbricl< cladding of the upper stLucture, wood ar.rd

metal details

" The rnansard roof

" The llrst 1'lool window openings with their segmental arched heads, the secoud {'loor and

don.ner windows r,vith theil lancets shapes and trelbils arches and the quatrefoil window
beneath the gable, the dolmel windows with lancet shape and rools ar-rd the basernent
windows

" The two chimneys on the west faqade and the two chimneys on the south lagade

r The cletails combining bufl'blick ancl sandstone in a variety of pattelns and textut'es

inclr-rding the laised blicl< string colll'ses, the saw-tooth blicks ir, tl-re pilasters and the

decolative lelief patterns in the central gable and in the panels of the chimneys as well as the

use of stone in the lLrsticated lbr"urclation, the imposts and l<eystones at the window heacls, the

window sills, and the str:ing courses and bases on tlie porch piels
o The religior:s icorrography present in valious decorations inclr"rding the calvcd wooci

tympanlln.t in the pol'ch depicting the Christian cross on a shield and the shatlrocks
associattecl with St Patrick, the console br:ackets at the eaves o1'the porch with cross reliels,
the cross patterns in the bricl< above the polch and the crucifix at the top ol'the gable
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o The decolation of the top of the gable above the porch with the crucifix, the metal panel
incised with a square and circle pattern, the metal gable coping and its ends terminating in
pediments with trefoil motifs

. The comerstone with its crest and motto

Further information respecting the proposed designation is available for viewing from the City
Clerk's Office.

Notice of an objection to the proposed designation may be served on the City Clerk, Attention:
Rosalind Dyers, Administator, Toronto and East York Community Council, Toronto Crty Hall, 100

Queen Street West, 2nd Floor, Toronto, Ontario, M5H 2N2, within thirty days of November 27,
2013, which is December 27,2013. The notice of objection must set out the reason(s) for the
objection, and all relevant facts.

Dated at Toronto this 27th dav of November" 2Al'3.

0^&,%*,,y City Clerk




