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~TORONIO 
City Clerk's Office 

Ulli S. Watkiss 
Cit Clerk 

Secretariat Tel : 416-392, 7033 
qosamd )yers F111C: 416-3S7-0111 
Tuorto and East Yori< Commun.Ly Council e-m11il: teycc@'.oronto ca 
City Hall 2~1 Floor, West Web: ww-N taronto.ca 
100 Queen Stree1 West 
Toronto, Ontario M5H 2N2 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT 
R.S.O. 1990 CHAPTER 0.18 AND 

89-109 NIAGARA STREET (The National Casket Company Factories) 
CITY OF TORONTO, PROVINCE OF ONTARIO 

NOTICE OF PASSING OF BY-LAW 1036-2015 

 
 

 
 

Ontario Heritage Trust 
IO Adelaide Street East 
Toronto. Ontario 
M5C 1.13 

Take notice that the Council of the City of Toronto has passed By-law No. 1036-2015 to designate 
89-109 Niagara Street (The National Casket Company Factories) (Trinity-Spadina, Ward 19} as 
being of cultural heritage value or interest. 

Dated at Toronto this 30111 day of October. 2015. 

n d. 'j 
""" l llli S. \ :.llkt::.S 

,J City Clerk 



/\uthority: Toronto and East York Community Council rtcm TE3.5. as adopted hy City of 
Toronto Council on February 10 and 11. 2015 

CITY OF TORONTO 

BY-LAW No. 1036-2015 

To designate the property at 89-109 Niagara Street (the National Casket Company 
Factories) as being of cult1t1ral heritage value or interest. 

Whereas the Ontorio fferitaRe Act authorizes the Council of a municipality lo enact by-la\VS to 
designate real property. including all buildings and structures thereon. to be of cultural heritage 
q I uc or interest: and 

Whereas authority was granted hy Council to designate the property at 89-109 Niagara Street 
(the National Cusket Company Factories) a1; hcing of cultural heritage value or interest: and 

\\.'lt,.:,rc:1s the l'nlm ·ii ol' 1h ( il� or roronto ·auscd to be served upon the owners of the land and 
pruni'il'.:s !,,no\\ n .is ,'9- J 09 1 ia�ara Slrt:el m1tl upon Lhc Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of 
J11lc11titm tL) tlcsignm1.: 1'11..· property ,md caUSl'd the Notice of Intention to be postc<l on the City's 
\\ch '-itl.! 1·0 · a period of JO d�11s in al:cmcfoncc with Municipal Code Chapter 162. Notice. Public. 
;\rlkh: 11. � t 62-.J. I. Nnticc rcquir ·mcnts under the Ontario Heritage ,fer: and 

Whereas the reasons for designation arc set out in Schedule "A" to this by-law; and 

Whereas no notice of objection was served upon the Clerk of the municipality; 

rhe Council ol' the City of Toronto enacts: 

I. The property at 89-109 Niagara Street, more particularly described in Schedule "B" and
shown on Schcduk "C" attached to this by-law. is designated as being of cultural heritage
, alue or interest.

2. The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this by-hrn; to he registered against the
properly described in Schedule "B" to this by-law in the proper Land Registry Office.

J. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the owners
of the property at 89-109 Niagara Street and upon the Ontario I leritagc Trust and to cause
notice or this by-law lo be posted on the City's web site for a period of 30 days in
accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162. Notice. Public. /\rlicle I!.
� 1 ()2�4. l. Notice requirements under the Ontario /Jeri/age Act.

l :nnctcd and passed on October 2. 2015. 

F ranees N unziala. Ulli S. Watkiss. 
Speaker City Clerk 

(Seal of the City) 
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SC H E DUL E "A" 
REASONS FOR DES lGNATION 

(STATEMENT O F  S fGNI FlCANCE)  

The property known as  the National Casket Company Factories at 89- 1 09 N i agara Street i s  
worthy o r  des i gnat ion under Part IV .  Section 2 9  o f  the Ontario Heritage Act fo r  i t s  cu l t ural 
her i t age value .  and meets the cri ter ia for m un ic ipal designation presc ri bed by the Prov i nce  o f  
Onta rio under  t he t h ree categories o f  design. assoc iat ive and contex tual values. The National 
Casket Company Factories property is located al t he south cast comer of N iaga ra and Tecumscth 
Street. f-our principal brick-c lad bu i ldings of three to five stories i n  height face the st reet wi th a 
co l kc t ion  o l ' ou Lbu i l d i ngs and ch imney s tacks at the rear of  the property. 

Stntcment o f  Cu l tu ral  � feri tngc Value 

Thi..": Nat ional Casket Company ractorics complex i s  valued for i ts more than 1 50 yc.1r hi storic 
assoc i.i t ion with the commerc i a l  i nte rests and manu facturing compan ies  tha t have been located 
here in prox i m i ty lo the rai lway l i nes at the southern edge of the property and fr>r i t s  h i sto r ic 
ass\ c ' at i ons \ ·i t h the .'n ll l h i ,  gar - n ighbo 1 rhood w h ich  was deve loped at the same t ime. The 
li r:t cnmmi:r · i l  I u:scs nn t he pnipeny q t1 ic k l  !' o i l  owed the a rriva l of the ra i lways in the 1 8 50s 
\ \  i 1 b t he mfopt '  l ion or he garrison ht · pita t , s a tobacco factory by 1 85 8 .  Hy 1 883  the first of  the 
hu i l d i ngs i n  1h · � lt11 r l cx , as umler Cl nsl ruct ion. for fel t  hat man u factur ing .  The three o ther 
bu i ld ings l<) l lowcd with 95 -97 N iagara Street completed in 1 886  and 1 0 1 - 107 and 1 09 N iagara 
S t reet completed i n  I 887 .  They prov ided p rem ises fix wood planing. carpentry and furni ture 
manu facturi ng ,  as we l l  as for p iano . p iano parts and auto harp mak i ng .  Eckurdt's Na t iona l  
Casket Company. wi th i ts assoc iated National S i lver P late Company and N ational Dry K i t ns.  
P l an i n g  M i l l s  and Woodworking  Company relocated to th i s  s i te by 1 908 ,  a f ter the i r  Bay S t reet 
premises v. 1.:rl' dcstmyetl i 1 t he , , re, t F ire of 1 904 . Eckard t  cont inued to occupy 95- 1 09 N iagara 
Street un t i l 1 9 1 6 when  i t  wus purchased by the Domin ion Manufactur ing Company who 
con t i nued to nrnnu factu rc • 1 ·k 1 .  < n the property unt i l  1 973 . S i x ty- fi ve years or cask ets has 
g iven the prnr - rt , t he rmpu l . r  nam · " the co ffin  lactory. "  In  the last three to four decades lhe 
com p lex has cont i n ued to func t ion as a commerc ial and manu facturi ng  fac i l i ty \V i t h a va r ie ty of  
commerc ial spaces. studios and l i ve-work accommodation.  

The el evat ions o f the four bu i ld i ngs facing onto iuga rn an I ccurn:c th  S t r 'els are va l ued as 
f ine and vari ed examp les o f a  C lassic.i t  sty le  mfapled l an i nJu trial bui ld i ng L� pc . Al l  four 
l catu rc p i l asters or arcades term i nat ing  i n  e i t her a comic  W'i t h a pcJ imcn l  or. a at I 09 Niagara 
Street, a flat parapet. The two earl iest bui ld ings at 89-9 1 and 95 -97 j , gam S t reet wi th the i r  buff 
brick arch ikclural c lements i nd i cate the influence o f  Georg ian Nco-c lass ic i sm prevalen t i n  the 
c i ty s i nt.:e its founding.  The l ater bui l d i ngs at 1 0 1 - 1 07 and 1 09 N iagara Street arc 
monochromatic. rely i ng on texture and re l i e f,  more complex rhythms and variety for their 
arti cu lat ion ind ica t ing an I ta l i anate Romanesque infl uence that was to become wic.lespread 
throughout the c i ty's architecture from 1 885  onw:irds as evident i n  bo th the C ity Hal l  ( 1 885 -99)  
and the Ontar io  Legi s l ature Bui l d i n g  ( I 886-92 ) .  

W h i le a measured or<lcr prevai l s  i n  the uni fom, disposit ion of  arch itectural e lements on the street 
fa(,'.mlcs , the l 'unct i onal aspects of the complex arc apparent at the rear o f  the property where a 
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cheaper huff brick \\as used on the earliest exterior \\'alls and the arrangement of the 
uutbuildings \\as tkvotcd to fum:rional efficiency and the movement of materials and 
manufactured goods lll and from the raih\ay sidings. Transp011ation was rurthcr accommodated
by the three carriagc\.vays through the huildings ti·om Niagara Street and one from Tccum:-:dh
Street. l:Iitranccs lt)r all buildings o:i.:ept 109 Ningara Street were originally from the n;ar )ard
side. The dry kiln at 95-97 Niagara and chimney al 89-91 Niagara me irnportnnt contributing 
ck1nents to the functioning of the: complex. ·1 he interior structure is a wood post and beam 
system!) pica! of' industrit1l huildings allowing 11exibility and the accommodation of largc 
machiner:,. 

I hl· h11ildinos aL '9-1 o< 1 iagar:..i Strci:L .m� \', lued lc1r thi.:ir imp manc.:c in Jdining an I 
111.11111, ining the l,w.:-ninetL'cnth cclllur) ·hara 'lcr uf th· :ucn. J 1hin1.:J \\ ith Lhc hl)USilH! nn lh...: 
...;olllh .-ide 1lf

i
''<i·1gara Street the: prm i k a ·o si ·tent :tr ·t ·ht 1· huiltling hbric ·xduJing I: L 

1_5-1:3 and l-l.1, ·i,garn ."trcct u,1bl1urti . .:J hctw·cn It\. �rnu IJN) 'l1J1ti1111illg,dl lhl' \\",l)

fn,m B,1tlrnr.1. across r...:rn111se1hanl up r) \ dlingto11.Sll i.:t. 8'- -J()<). ia!!ara Slr''t i:
1,hy,ii:all:. ltml'.Linnally., isu·1lly and histl ril'., lly linkcu to its. urn1untling:,; ,1 it r ·present the 
l'.1lm111cr ·i�I impa ·t ol' the raihHt) sin th· 1l'1iJ-l.ite nineteenth • ·ntur� on land adi:1 • ·nt 
r·1ih\a: linl.'s rn lh g ·nc ·,1til n oJ husin1.:ss .i d ·mplt � m 'Ill llj)f munitic� . .'iluati.:d L! th' rnm ·r 
11f r 'L'\1ms ·1h anJ i:1g,1r:1 "itr· ·t: it i�, sig iii ·ant landmark \\h ),c cnn 1. tent p1" ·enc· hm; 
dcl 11H:d rile l'.i1.1rac1cr nf he n ·ighhourhot1 I and pn)\ iJcd focilicics for ma11ufacll1 1.:rs. cral'ts 
r1c11pk ,111J '11Lri:prc11...:urs I� ll' 01. cr I :o � cars. 

Th· heritage ;1ttrihutes of'lhc pr()pcrtics al 89-!09 Niagara Street arc the buildings historically 
k1111w11 as the National Casket Company Factories with !'our huildings on the south-cast corner of 
'\iat::!,1ra and Tccurnse01 Stred and outbuildings at the rear or the properly. 

!'lie hcrila!,!C :tltributcs on the cxlerior or 89-91 Niagara Street ( l 883-84) arc: 

• I he lncation or the buil<ling on the south side or Niagara Street
• r he scale form ,md massing ol' the building including the four-storey height and Ii l"th

sLOn:y mansard roof"
• The nrntcrials including brick. cladding. with red and buff coloured hrick. and the stone

ri.)Ull<.btion
• !'lie llpcnings including the carriag.e\.vay ;11 lht; r�:1-;\ end or t!Y' fa�adc ;iml ihc r.1ir,J

\\imh1w < I cnings at \!\e� h�\·"f on I oth h · 1wrlh ,nJ .-otnh fo<,:ades. cxcluding the fifth
ll ,,.,r ! uth f:u;.1Je \\hid1 Im:- continuous gl.izing

• lhe decorative clements on the north fa<,:ade incluJing the buff brick ricrs \.\, ith their
rel id patterns. the skppl..'.d and demi !lated red brick courses. the paired consok brad cts
,ll the caves

• On the north fo�ade ,1t the carriagcw;.iy opening the heavy timhcr lintel and brid arch
,ibovc

• In the court1 ard the outbui lei i ngs including:
·, 1hc three-storey buff brick extension and its existing original window and \\·all 

opernngs 
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o the buff brick elevator shaft with exposed ends of the metal tic rods and wall
openings

o the chimney
o the two-storey red brick extension and its original window and v,..-all openings
o the projecting corbelled fire-break walls
o the brick construction and detailing of openings. parapets etc.

The heritage attributes on the exterior of 95-97 Niagara Street ( 1886) arc: 

• The location or the building on the south side of Niagara Street
• The sc,1lc form and massing of the three-storey building with its rniseu basement and flat

root'
• The materials including brick cladding, with red and buff coloured brick, and the stone

l"trnndation
• rhc openings inc1u<ling the paired window openings at every level on the north frn;:adc

and the arrangement of windows on the west fa�adc of the courtyard building
• The decorative dcmcnts on the north fa<,:ade including the buff brick arcade. the buff

brick window hoods with keystones, drop pendants and projecting hood moulding and
the stepped brick courses above the stone foundation

• The dry kiln stack in the courtyard

·1 he hcrilagc attributes on the exterior of 101-107 Niagara Street (1887) arc;

• The lol'.ation of the building on the south side of Niagara Stred
• The scale fonn and massing of the four-storey building ,rnd its tlaL roof
• The materials including red brick cladding and a stone foundation on the north fac;ade.

;111d bu ff brick on the sou th lac;adc
• The \\all openings including:

o the arched carriage way openings on the north fnc;adc at the first and fourth bays
from the east end of the foc;ade, the single doorway openings at the sixth and ninth
bays mid the single llat arched opening with its projecting brick mould at the west
end of the foc;ade. all 011 the ground lloor level

o the paired window openings at every level 011 the north foc;ade with their curved
window heads

,-. the arrangement of single windows on the south fa�ade of' the courtyard building
with curved window heads

• rl,c decorative clements on the north foc;.ide including:
o the brick pilasters
o Lile rairs of horizontal relief bands of brick at either side of the window hc:.uJs
o decorative brick details including the corbelled dcntil courses. the saw tooth

course, the alternating dcntil courses and the stepped corbelled course al the caves
o the stone keystone in the fourth bay carriageway

The heritage attributes on the exterior of I 09 Niagara Street (1887) arc: 

• The location of the building on the south-east comer of Niagara and Tccumscth Streets
• The scale form and massing of the /'our-and- a-half-storey building and its flat roof
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• The materials including: 
.:, brick cladding including red brick on the north and west fac;ades. and buff brick 

on the south and cast fac;ades 
the rusticated stone bases of the pilasters at the basement level and the stone 
lintels in the first floor openings 

• The wall openings including: 
the flat-headed paired window openings in the first floor and raised basement on 
the north and west fo<;ades 
the segmental arched openings or the windows on the second to fourth floor on 
the north and \VCs l foc;ades 
the flat-headed carriage way opening at the south end of the ,vest foc;ade 
the a1rnngcmcnt of single windows on the cast foc;ade 

• The decorative clements on the not1h and west fo<;ades including: 
0 the brick an:ades with their raised decorative pro tiles .md decorative patterns on 

the arches 
C) the alternating <lentil courses. saw tooth courses. raised string courses above the 

window openings, and decorative brick panels in the pmapcls and over lhe corner 
entry door 
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SCHEDULE "B" 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

BLK CPL 655 CITY WEST; PT BLK A PL 0246 TORONTO PARTS 1AND263R512 

City of Toronto and Province of Ontario 
Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66) 

The hereinbefore described land being delineated by heavy outline on Sketch No. PS-2015-103 
dated August 28, 2015, as set out in Schedule 11C11

• 
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SCHEDULE "C" 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION SHEET 

NOS. 89 - 109 NIAGARA STREET 

(NATIONAL CASKET COMPANY FACTORIES) 

LAND DESIGNATED AS BEING OF 

CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUE AND INTEREST 
(NOT TO SCALE.I 

WARD 19 - Tn1N1TY-5PAD1NA 
�-,,-;-�=-I CATE: AlmUST 18. 2016 SKETCH No. PS-2015-103 




