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Office of the Clerk 
P. 0. Box 520, City Hall 

545 Talbot Street 
St. Thomas, Ontario N5P 3V7 

Telepl1one: (519) 631- I 680, ext. I 00 
Fax: (519) 633-90 I 9 

Corporation of the City of St. Thomas 

NOTICE OF HERITAGE DESIGNATION BY-LAW 

TAKE NOTICE THAT the Council of the Corporation of the City of St. Thomas has enacted 
the following heritage designation by-law pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, as 
amended, on the 21st day of July, 1998: 

1. 36-44 St. Catharine Street By-Law No. 136-98 

A copy of this heritage designation by-law may be seen in or obtained from the office of the City 
Clerk, City Hall, 545 Talbot Street, St. Thomas, Ontario during nonnal office hours (8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.) Monday to Friday. 

DATED at St. Thomas, Ontario this lst day of August, 1998. 

P.J. Leack, 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF ST. THOMAS 

BY-LAW NO. ---"'1=36.,_-=98..___ 

A by-law to designate 36-44 St.Catharine Street, 
in the City of St. Thomas, as a building 

of historic and architectural value. 

WHEREAS pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 0.18, the Council of a 

municipality may by by-law designate a property including buildings and structures thereon to be 

of historic or architectural value or interest; 

AND WHEREAS notice of intention to designate the property at 36-44 St.Catharine Street, 

St. Thomas, Ontario, has been duly published and served, and no notice of objection has been 

received to such designation; 

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF 

ST. THOMAS, ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. There is hereby designated as being of historic and architectural value or interest the property 

kno\vn as 36-44 St.Catharine Street in the City of St. Thomas, all of which is described in 

Schedule ''A'' attached hereto, for the reasons set out in Schedule ''B'' attached hereto. 

2. The City Clerk is hereby a:uthorized to cause a copy ofthis··by:.·law·to·b·e-registered~upon-the - -

title to the property described in the aforementioned Schedule ''A'' in the proper Land Registry 

Office. 

3. The City Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the 

owner of the aforesaid property and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation and to cause notice of 

this by-law to be published in the St. Thomas Times-Journal. 

4. This by-law comes into force on the day it is finally passed. 

READ a First and Second time this 21st day of July, 1998. 

READ a Third time and finally passed this 21st day of July, 1998. 

ck, City Clerk 
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SCHEDULE ''A'' 

FIRSTLY: 

Part of Lot 1, west of St. Catharine Street and north of Curtis Street, Plan 101, City of 
St. Thomas, County of Elgin, more particularly described as follows: 

Commencing at the southeast angle of Lot 1; 

Thence north along the east limit of Lot 1, 43 feet; 

Thence west parallel to the south limit of Lot 1, 120 feet to a point; 

. Thence south parallel to the east limit of Lot l, 43 feet more or less to the south limit thereof; 

Thence east along the south limit of Lot 1, 120 feet to the place of co1runencement. 

SECONDLY: 

The north 42 feet of the east 120 feet of said Lot 1 on the west side of St. Catharine Street; and 

The easterly 90 feet 1 inch of the westerly 105 feet 1 inch of said Lot 1. 

THIRDLY: 

Lot. 2, Lot 3, Lot 4, and all of Lot 5, Plan 101, City of St. Thomas, County of Elgin, except the 
\Vesterly 15 feet thereof and except the lands established as a public highway and included in By
La\\' No. 176-68, registered as instrument number 130657. 

Being the lands lastly described in instrument number 367359; 

• 



. . ... 
' 

' 

• 

SCHEDULE ''B'' 

Arch1tcctu1·,1l l)ct,11ls ol"tl1c l'ul-,lic lJtilitics Co111111ission Building 
St C,1thur111c Street. S1.·1·t1t1111,1s 

'l'hc l'ublrc Ut1lit1cs l'or11111issio11 l1uildir1g is a11 cxa111plc of' Modern Classicisrn arcl1itccture ,vherc 
l1u1ld111g fl>rr11s arc si111plilicd to a reduced and ccono111ic for111. It is a reflection of early 1920's 
arcl11tccturc a11d a pr<>111ir1cnt style for public buildings at tl1e tirnc. 

·1·11c PUC building l1as sy111111ctrical facadcs, flat roof, protninent entablatures, a11d sto11c tri111 as 
cl1aracteristic of' Modcr11 Classicis111. 'J'J1e building design is si1nple and rectangular i11 its floor plan. 
Its li1cades arc sirnilar but dissir11il,1r, detailed and pro1ni11ent on the street faces a11d reduced 011 the 
rc111a1n111g facades. A concrete base 3'-0'' in l1cigl1t founds the building and sets its first floor. 

·1·11c 111arn c11tr·a11cc to tl1c building is centred in tl1e syrnmetrical cast tacade whicl1 laces St.Catl1ari11c 
Street ·1·1,c cntr,111cc contains a pair of wood doors witl1 a wood tra11so111 tcr111inati11g at a sto11c 
pediment. 1·1,c stone pediment l1as a top wl1iel1 is curved on three sides and meets tl1e brick face of 
the building. l'wo sto11c supports, one on eacl1 of tl1e pillasters, holds the pediment in place. l'he 
,vood doors contai11 3/4 glazed panels. Tl1e e11trance is flanked by stone pilasters wl1icl1 project frotn 
tl1e brick face of tl1e building. A ligl1t exists at mid l1eight in each of the pill asters. Tl1e original 
name of the buildi11g appears in the head of the entrance below the stone pedin1ent. Engraved in the 
stone l1ead on tl1rce I ines are tl1e words: 

''HYDRO - ELECTRIC 
COMMISSION 

OF ST 1'1-IOMAS'' 

Seven stone stair risers exist from the sidewalk to the main entrance. The first 5 risers fro1n tl1e 
building are flanked by rectangular stone base rising from grade and tenninating at the top of the 
concrete base. The bottom two risers splay to meet tl1e grade and meet tl1e outer faces of the 
flanking stone base. A keystone exists at the midpoint above the pediment. 

The keystone above the main entrance is made up of two squares, an inner square approximately 8'' x 
811 and an outer square. The outer square is rotated 45 degrees. Tl1e inner square is inscribed in the 
outer square, its comers meet the fnidpoints of the sides of the outer square. Three si1n.ilar keysto11es 
also exist on the north f acade centred between the windows, level with the !1ead keystone of tl1e 
windo,vs. Tl1e inner square projects approxi1nately 1/2'' from the outer square. 

T,vo windows exist on tl1e first floor of the east facade, one on each side of the 1nain entrance 
centred between the 1nain entrance and tl1e north and south corners respectively. The glazing is 
1nade of a rectangular lower section and a se1ni-circular top. The rectangular section of the window 
consists of 5 vertical mullions and 4 l1orizontal mullions creating 30 panels of glass. A vented 
section is located I glazed panel from the top of the rectangular section and is 4 sections wide and 2 
sectior1s high. 

The semi-circular top section consists of se1ni-circular muttons. Tl1e inner se1ni circle is one section 
of glass and spans 2 vertical mullions of tl1e rectangular section. The n1id and tl1e outer semi-circle 
of glazing is divided by muttons at tl1e top or midpoint and also at 45 and 135 degrees creating 
sections of glazing. 

The rectangular section of each semi-circular window is flanked at its top corners by rectangular 
keystones creating the start and end points of a triple header stack brick course spanning the semi
circular sections. The brick facade has been constructed as a raised panel revealing tl1e window 
fro1n the 1nain building approximately 3''. Tl1e reveal consists of a brick l1eader course wl1ich 
surrounds the semi~circle and continues its reveal tl1rough the concrete base foundation to grade. A 
tapered keystone exists at top point of each setni-circular window and a stone sill spans tl1e window 
base, extending to the brick reveal face. 

All second floor windows consist of a conti11uous stone belted course spanning the raised brick 
panels at the window sill on tl1e east facade and tl1e north facade. Tl1e windows are set in pairs 
separated by stack brick course. Each window of tl1e pair is divided witl1 two vertical 1nullions and 
three horizontal mullions creating twelve panels of glass. The centre six panels of glass 1nake up a 
vented section. A soldier course head exists at the window head and is continuous for all facades of 
the building. Square stone keysto11es, 811 x 811 exist at tl1e top left and the top right comers of the 
paired windo\vs interrupting tl1e brick soldier head. This is co1n1non for all second floor windows. 
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,\11 ~ct:l>llU tll>1>t 11,1111.:J ,,111LIL>\\~ itlt.! cc11lrcLl tlVCr tl1c ti,·st floor ,vi11do\VS or buildi11g c11trt111ccs. 'l'l1c 
... t1111c bcltctl cutrrsc ,~ rc1ll,1cctl l,)' sto11c sills ,·l,r tl1c 11,1i1·cd wi11dows ,111d project bcyo11d tl1c b1·ick 

a~,1,r1,x1111atcly J'' 011 tl1c soutl1 a11d \•,est li1c:1dcs. 

/\11 c11lal>l,1tu1c cx1sls 1,11 tl1c 1,ru111i11c11t 111>1·tl1 :111tl ci1sl ll1cudcs. 'l'l1c c11lt1blulu1·c is 111i1dc t111 Lll' tl1rcc 
,;ct:t1u11s. tl1c c111111cc, tl1c f'ric1..c ,111tl tl1c urcl1ilravc. 'l'l1c cor11icc a11c.l tl1c (1·ic1..c tcr111i11,1lc ,1t tl1c c<lgc 
L1l'tl1c ra1scJ 11:111cls ,vl11lc tl1c t1rcl1ilravc is cu11ti11uot1s lo tl1c cor11crs ol'tl1c tl1cir 1l1ct1tlcs. '\'l1c l'r·iczc 
,,1· 11,c nort\1 c11tal1l,1lt1rc is 1·u11tlt>111ly i11lcrruplcc.l by tl1rcc sets of trit>lc i11sul11lors ,vl1icl1 t111cc cur1·ic<l 

,.:IL'Llr1cal ,,·ire i11lo tl1c l1u1lc.li11g. 

IJ11t:i.. CL>t11·si11g co11tint1cs above tl1e e11tablaturc a11c.l is approxi111alely 30
11 

i11 l1cigl1l. 1'11e 1·,1iscc.l 1,a11cl 
ll>11t111ucs as well u11d tcr111i11atcs al tl1c 1Ja1·apct. 'l'l1c parapet is co11structcd of'i11tc1·locki11g cc1·,1111ic 
lt le scclil>t1s ap1)roxi111atcly 2411 i11 lc11gtl1. 1'11c 1)ara1Jct is co11ti11uous 011 ,111 l'our l't1c,ttlcs l)l' tl1c 
bu1lui11g, 011ly l1ci11g interru1,te<l by tl1e cl1i11111cy located 3011 

fro111 tl1e soutl1 cast cor11c1· t)f' tl1c 
btti ltli 11g 011 tl1c St)utl1 lace. 'l'l1e cl1i11111cy ea 1, is constructed of slo11c . 

·1·1,c 11ortl1 factttlc l1us lour rccla11gular wi11dows witl1 se1ni-circular tops 011 tl1c lirsl lloor si,ucc<l 
cL1ua\ ly. 1·11c scco11<l wi11<low fro111 tl1e 11orth cast corner of tl1e buildi11g is a second c11trancc lo tl1e 
buil<li11g set i11to tl1c dcsig11 of tl1c rccta11gular a11d sc1ni-circular wi11dow. Tl1e rcctangulltr \.Vi11do\.V 
l1as bce11 rcc.luccc.l to l horizo11tal 1nutlon above tl1e pec.li1ne11t to accept tl1e enlra11ce. 

The entrance door is Oa11kcd by two s111all rectangular windows. A detailed slo11e pedi111c11l witl1 a 
flat top is located over tl1e door a11d is sup1Jorted by two sto11e brackets flanked ltt tl1e edges of tl1c 
small windows. ·r11e door is a single door a11d tl1e t1anking wi11<lows bcgi11111idway tl1c door ltt1<l 
tertninalc al tl1c l1cad of tl1c door. The flnnki11g wi11dows are approxin1i1tely 14

11 

wide a11d l1,1vc slt)tlc 
sills. l'aired windows also exist on this facade's second floor and are centred over tl1e first floor 
\Vine.lows a11d entrance door. 'I'l1c c.loor sill is set approxi1nately l 811 below tl1c i11terio1· floor I i11c, t111d 
as si111ilar to the main cntra11ce door, is flanked by stone bases. 1'11ree sto11e risers exist fro111 tl1c 

side\valk lo tl1c door. 

1·11e soutl1 facadc is reduced i11 detail co1npared to its opposite face, tl1c 11ortl1 facadc. 1'11e soutl1 
facade docs not include the raised panel feature, although tl1e first floor windows l1ave tl1e 3

11 

brick 
reveal continuous of its pcrin1eter. Tl1is facadc also lacks the belted course and tl1e Sllttare keysto11es 
bcl\vcen tl1e first floor windows. A small rectangular window exists betwee11 tl1c lirst a11d scco11d 
first floor wi11dows, nearest tl1c cast faca<le. 1'11c head is arcl1cd and tri1n1ncd ,vit\1 a l1eadcr course 
and stone sill. Four glazing pa11cls 2/2 exist in tl1e window. 

lop corners: ~ocatcd abo:c both tl1e wi11dow and tl1c entrance arc tl1c 1,aired wirido\VS ttiid ~01,11cr 
kcysto11c, s11n1lar to all windows located on tl1e second floor. 
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Histli1·ic,ll Details 

In 1906, the 1-Iydro Electric Power Commission of Ontario was established which would provide 
for tl1e transmission and supply of electrical power to municipalities from Niagara Falls. A year 
1~1ter. the Corpor,ltion of the St. Tl1omas authorized a contract with the Commission fo1· the 
su1)1)ly of electric power. The City assumed its proportionate share of costs for the building and 
111)e1·,1tic111 of' a transmission line. 

A11 extravagant switch-throwing ceremony, which included tl1e presence of Sir Adam Beck, was 
hel<l on March 24th, 1911, to proclaim the delivering of hydro-electric energy over the 
trans1nission line into St. Thomas. By this time, hundreds of homes were already wi1·ed for 
clcet1·i~ity . 

Because ot' i11creased demand for electricity in the City, the need for a power station was 
im111edi,1te. 

In 1916, tl1e St.Catharine Street hydro sub-station# 1 was erected by Ponsford, a local builder. 
Tl1c design and specifications were overseen by tl1e Hydro Electric Power Commission. Fron1 
tl1is station, power distribution was controlled by operators who could cut power to different 
arc:.ls, controlling and distributing power at correct levels. 

l11stallatio11 of the electric transformers and regulating machinery occurred in 1917. The building 
tOl)k on its 1·0Ie of a power distribution centre immediately upon final completion. In 1918, a 
truck ramp was added to the rear of the building to provide access to the stores area in the 
basement of the building. 

In 1921, the City's hydro department staff moved to the building. By 1930, the staff had been 
relocated to Talbot Street. In 1952, a new Public Utilities Commission office and-ad111inistration 
building was officially opened at 36 St. Catharine Street, art adjoining property. 

Outdated by 1990's power distribution standards, the .sub-station was declared as surplus and sold 
to a private owner. 




