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The cultural heritage value of the property at 85 Richmond Sireet West is also through its
connection to Yolles and Rotenberg, the contractors and developers who constructed the
Federal Building. The company was co-founded by Louis S. Yolles, who is also
distinguished as one of the first practicing Jewish architects in Ontario. Following the
completion of the Federal Building, Yolles and his business partner, lawyer Harry
Rotenberg commissioned other heritage buildings in the Financial District, including the
National Building (1926) at 347 Bay Street, the Sterling Tower (1928) at 372 Bay Street
and the Yolles and Rotenberg Building (1954) at 111 Richmond Street West.

The property at 85 Richmond Street West is also linked to the ongoing development of the
Financial District in the early 20th century when the area west of Bay Street was laid out
according to urban design principles identified with the City Beautiful Movement. A 1911
plan introduced “Federal Avenue,” a ceremonial boulevard designed to link Union Station
with a new public building on Queen Street West. With the outbreak of World War |, the
project remained unbuilt, but was recognized in the naming of the Federal Building.

Contextually, the Federal Building is historically, visually and physically linked to its setting
on the southwest corner of Richmond and Sheppard streets where it contributes to the
character of the Financial District. Placed east of the Yolles and Rotenberg Building
(1954) at 111 Richmond Street West, the Federal Building adjoins other landmark
skyscrapers located west of Bay Street, including the adjoining Graphic Arts Building
(1911) at 73 Richmond Street West, the Concourse Building (1928) at 100 Adelaide Street
West, and the Victory Building (1930) at 78 Richmond Street West.

Heritage Attributes:
The heritage attributes of the Federal Building at 85 Richmond Street West are:

* The placement, setback and orientation of the building on the southwest corner of
Sheppard Street

» The scale, form and massing of the 11-storey U-shaped plan with the light well (south)

* The materials, with the concrete construction, the limestone and brick cladding, and the
stone, brick and metal detailing

* The flat roofline (the pressed metal cornice was removed})

* The principal (north) elevation, extending 9 bays on Richmond Street West, and the
gast side elevation, extending five bays on Sheppard Street, with the two-storey base
and the nine-storey shaft

* On the north elevation, the main entrance, which is centered in the wall in a two-storey
surround with the reed moulding, the entablature and the cartouche (the original doors
have been replaced)

* The organization of the north and east elevations by the piers and, above the second,
third and ninth stories, the band courses

* The fenestration on the north and east elevations, with the oversized commercial
openings in the first (ground) floor, the tripartite Chicago-style windows in the second
storey, the symmetrically-placed pairs of flat-headed openings with the stone sills in the
upper floors, and the spandrels

* The west side elevation, which is viewed from Richmond Street West, and the rear
(south) elevation, which is viewed from Sheppard Street






