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IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT 
R.S.O. 1990 CHAPTER 0.18 AND 

721 EASTERN AVENUE 

CITY OF TORONTO, PROVINCE OF ONTARIO 

NOTICE OF PASSING OF BY-LAW 782-2019 

Ontario Heritage Trust 
10 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, ON MSC 1 J3 

Take notice that the Council of the City of Toronto has passed By-law 782-2019 to 
designate 721 Eastern Avenue (Toronto-Danforth, Ward 14) as being of cultural heritage 
value or interest. 

Dated at Toronto this 5th day of June, 2019. 

e.~ 
ivA Ulli s. Watkiss 

(!,! - City Clerk 



Authority: Toronto and East York Community Council 
ltem TE3.l6, as adopted by City ofToronto Council on 
February 26, 2019 
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To tlesignate Ihe property ai 721 Eastern Avenne as heing of cnltnral heritage valne or 
interest. 

Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to 
designate real property, including all buildings and structures lhereon. tobe of cultura! hcrilage 
value or interest; and 

Whereas authority was granted by Council to dcsignate the property at 721 Eastern Avenue as 
being of cultural heritage value or interest; and 

Whereas the Council ofthe City ofToronto has caused tobe served upon the owners ofthe lands 
and premises known as 721 Eastern Avenue and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of 
lntcntion to designate the property, and has caused the Notice of lntention tobe posted on the 
City's web sitc for a period of30 days in accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice. 
Puhiie, t\rticle 11, § 162-4.1. Notice requirements underthe Ontario Heritage Act; and 

Whereas no notice ofobjection was served upon the Clerk ofthe municipality; and 

Whereas the reasons for designation are sel out in Schedule A to this by-law; 

The Council ofthe City ofToronto enacts: 

L The property ai 721 Eastern Avenue, more particu!arly described in Schedule B attached 
to this by-law. is designated as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 

2, The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy ofthis by-law tobe registered against the 
property describcd in Schedule B to this by-law in the proper Land Registry Office. 

3. The City C!erk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-!aw tobe served upon the owners 
ofthe property at 72J Eastern Avenue and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to cause 
notice ofthis by-law tobe poste<! on the City's web site för a period of30 days in 
accordance with Municipal Code Chaprer 162, Notice, Public, Articlc Il, § 162-4.1. 
Notice requiremcnts under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

Enacted and pa,sed on May !5, 2019. 

Frances Nunziata, 
Speaker 

(Seal of the City) 

Ulli S. Watkiss, 
City Clcrk 
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SCHEDULEA 

STATEMENT OF S!GNTFICANCE 
REASONS FOR DESIGNAT!ON 

721 EASTERN AVENUE 

The Canada Meta! Company Ltd. (Hoyt Meta! Company ofCanada Ltd.) 

The property at 721 Eastcm Avenue, containing the complex of industrial buildings originally 
known as the Hoyt Meta! Company ofCanada Ltd. and, rrom 1929 until 2004, as The Canada 
Meta! Company Ltd„ is worthy of designation under Part lV, Section 29 ofthe Ontario Heritage 
Act for its cultural hcritage value. and meets Ontario Regulation 9106, the provincial criteria 
prescribed for munkipai designarion under all three categories of design, associative and 
contextual value. 

Description 

The property at 721 Eastern Avenue is located in Leslieville, on the south side of Ea,1em 
Avenue between Carlaw Avenuc and Leslie Street, north of Lakeshore Boulevard and the former 
Gardiner Expressway which for 80 years contained the former industrial complex known as Thc 
Canada Meta! Company Ltd. The first building constructe<l on the site in 1925-6 by the Hoyt 
Meta! Company of Canada Ltd. was the Main Building (including Buildings A +B), locatcd at the 
northwcst corner ofthe property and built to the dcsign ofWells & Gray Ltd., Engineers and 
Contractors. Building A included upper level ofticcs and a shipping warehouse bclow and 
Building B contained the fäctory. From 1929 until 1980 thc complex would undcrgo a 
continuous serics of expansions, alterations and demol itions, primarily to the designs of Wells & 
Gray, in response to an evolving sequence of functions related to the production of meta! alloys, 
until operations ceased. One ofthese structures was the building known as Building G (1943) 
connecting the Main Building and Foundry Building (D, 1929). The proximity to the CNR 
railway to the south of the property meant that railway spurs were included in the prope1ty's 
evolulion. ln 1930 Hoyt amalgamated with other meta! companies and became known as The 
Canada Metal Co. Ltd which continucd to own the property until 2004. After that time the large 
industrial spaccs accommodated Cinespace Film Studios until Gencral Motors ofCanada 
purchased the property in 2016. 

Statement ofCultural Heritagc Value 

The Canada Meta! Company Ltd. property, including the originai Hoyt Meta! Company of 
Canada Ltd. Main Building, the office and warehouse building (Building A), located at Ihe 
property at 721 Eastcrn A venue, isa fine representative of the industrial building type which 
emerged in the l 9th century and whose kcy characteristic was a plan hased on a structural grid of 
columns providing maximum internai tlexibility for the accommodation of factory machinery 
and rhe production and movement ofproducts. The structural grid is relleeted on the building's 
principal (north) and side (west) elcvations with their regular composition of brick piers flanking 
banks of wlndows. The cmbellishment of the building's elevations, the seulptural relief of thc 
brick wall surfäce between picrs and stcpped brick bands over the sccond-tloor windows, the 
classical styling ofthe entrance with its brick piers, preeast stone bascs and entablalure incised 
with the word "OFFICE," and thc decorative panels above the entrancc marked by preeast stone 
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squares, are typical ofthe early 20th century industrial buildings which frequently retained 
elements ofthe Classical style. 

Bu ilding G, the connccting link between the Main Building (A+ B) and the Foundry Building 
(D), is valued for its design which, in the light-weight appearance of its structural steel framing 
and the clerestory roof, constructcd to maximize daylight for factory workers, is expressive of a 
fünctionally elegant 20th-century industrial building typology. 

The property is valued for its association with the international Hoyt Meta! Company, an 
important manufacturer and innovator of metal alloys in the eariy 20th century, which was based 
in the United Kingdom wilh branches in Australia, Ihe U.S. A. and Canada. The Toronto branch 
was established in 1909 and managed by George F_ Alien, an Arnerican inventar and patent­
holder for inventions related lo meta! alloys. The propcrty is aisa associated with the Canada 
Metai Company Ltd. ln l 929, the Hoyt Meta! Company ofCanada merged with the Toronto­
based Canada Meta! Company Ltd. a nation-wide employer and manufacturer ofmetal alloy 
products, which started in the l 890s by William G. Harris in the backyard ofhis hame on St. 
Patrick Street. The Canada Meta! Co. continued to operate ai the Eastern Avenue property from 
1929 until 2004 and was an important employer in the neighbourhood. The property has historie 
value for Ihe information it yields regarding the growth ofinJustry and how it contributed to the 
devclopment ofthe working class neighbourhood between World Wars l and 11. Thc building is 
aisa valued as it demonstrates the work of the finn of Weiis & Gray Ltd. Engineers and 
Contractors, who were well-known for their infrastructure projects in Ontario, extending from 
bridges to railway stations, their expertise in concrete construction, their ieadership in thc design 
ofwell-lit factories and their architecturai design skills. 

Contcxtually, the building is valued as it maintains and supports the early industrial character of 
the neighbourhood south of Leslieville on Eastern Avenue. With its carefully crafted elevations, 
Main Building (A) contributes to the sequence offinely designed. early to mid-twentieth ccntury 
industrial buiidings situatcd along Eastern Avenue. Located with on the south side of Eastern 
Avenue since 1925, Building A is historically, visually and fünctionally linked to the residential 
ncighbourhoods as well as the originai industrial buildings and their subsequent adaptive re-use 
by the film industry. 

Heritage Attributes 

The heritagc attributes ofthe Hoyt Meta! Co. Main Building (Building A) are: 

• The setback, piacement and orientation of Ihe building on its property on the south side of 
Eastern Avcnue wcst of Leslie Street 

• The seale, form and massing ofthe two-storey industrial warehousc-type building with a 
rcctangular plan and flat roof 

• The organization orthe elevations (now visible on the north and west sides) asa series of 
bays of cqual width, demarcated by brick piers with windows in the bays betwcen the piers 

• The cladding material which includes brkk, with brick picrs and decorative stepped details 
above the sccond floor windows, and preeast stonc, which is featured in thc entablatu re with 
the word "OFFICE" carved on its frieze, the preeast stone capitals and bases ofthe piers 
tlanking the entrance facing Eastern Avenue, the decorative pattern of preeast stone blocks 
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on the brick wall above the entrance and the concrete base which wraps around the building 
with protruding bases for the brick piers 

• The windows, which indude steel factory sash at the ground floor and double-paned wood 
sash at the upper storcy on the principle (north) and side (west) elevations and glass block on 
the upper floor of the east-side elevation 

• On the intcrior, the steel columns supported by concrete bases 
• A connecting building between the Hoyt Company Mai n Bu ilding (A+ B) and the Foundry 

Building, (G) with its steel structure, including the columns, rooftrusses and clerestory 
windows 
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SCHEDCLEB 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

PART OF LOT l l Al\D PART OF WATER LOT !N FRONT OF LOT l l, BROKEN FRONT 
CONCESSION, GEOGRAPHlC TOWNSHIP OF YORK, DESIGNATED AS PARTS l 
Al\D 2, PLAN 66R-30363 

City ofToronto and Province of Ontario 
Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66) 


