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Simpson, in the Craftsman style. It contains defining features of the style including a
mid-pitched gable roof with half-timbering, an asymmetrical design with its covered and
arched main entrance porch opening onto the south and east elevations, wooden
brackets and exposed wooden rafters below the eaves, leaded glass windows and
flared, buttress-like corner columns on the south elevation.

Historical and Associative Value

The property is valued for its association with Toronto-born architect, Henry Simpson
(1865-1926), who was a significant designer in Toronto through the late 19th and early
20th century, designing countless. buildings for institutional, corporate and private
clients. Trained under E.J. Lennox and having brief partnerships with Charles J. Gibson,
James Ellis and Robert M. Young, he was primarily a sole practitioner. Notable works
by Simpson during his career include Cooke's Church (1891, demolished) where he
was an avid member and the Metallic Roofing Company factory and Beaux-Arts style
showroom (18986), the latter having been designated a National Historic Site in 1985
and moved from its original location at King and Dufferin Streets to Atlantic Avenue the
following year.

The property at 1 Weatherell was built at the end of Simpson'’s career as a practicing
architect and is believed to have been designed for his personal use in retirement, likely
reflected in the size and accessibility of the house and layout. His enjoyment of the
house was short lived as he died at 62 years, three years after the house was built.

The property also yields information that contributes to the understanding of the.
historical development and suburban expansion of Toronto and the residential and
commercial growth along Bloor Street West in the early 20th century, as part of the
wave of development that occurred following the annexation of The Junction to the City
of Toronto in 1909. The inclusion of an attached garage in the design of the subject
property signals the suburban context and emerging automebile culture that would
come to define the Bloor West Village area by the mid-20th century.

Contextual Value

The Henry Simpson House defines, maintains, and supports the early-20th century
residential character in the western portion of Bloor West Village, north of Bloor Street
West. The property's early-20th century date of construction is consistent with the
neighbourhood while also defining itself as a unique, architect-owned and designed
dwelling situated on a corner lot amongst more typical and uniformly-designed
subdivision houses.

The property is physically, functionally, visually and historically linked to its surroundings
in the residential area of Bloor West Village just northwest of the Jane and Bloor
intersection where its Craftsman-style design and detailing at once references and sets
it apart from the other 1920s houses, as well as townhouses and institutional buildings
of later periods on the street. Representing the earliest period of the subdivision of
Registered Plan 16786, its elevated design is an important component in'the built form
history and evolution of its immediate neighbourhood.











