
This document was retrieved from the Ontario Heritage Act e-Register,  
which is accessible through the website of the Ontario Heritage Trust at  

www.heritagetrust.on.ca.

Ce document est tiré du registre électronique. tenu aux fins de la Loi sur le 
patrimoine de l’Ontario, accessible à partir du site Web de la Fiducie du 

patrimoine ontarien sur www.heritagetrust.on.ca.  

http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Home.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Home.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Accueil.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Accueil.aspx


-
' 

- .• 
·111 . ..,, 

• • 

• 
P.O. BOX 100 
VIRGIL, ONTARIO 
LOS !TO 

TELEPHONE C416J 468•3266 

THE CORPORATION OF' 

THE TOWN OF NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 
FIRST CAPITAL OF UPPER CANADA • 1792 

Planning Department 

June 21, 1978 

Mr. A. B. R. Lawrence, Q.C. 
Chai:i::rtra.n 
Ontario Heritage Foundation 
7th Floor 
77 Bloor Street West 
Toronto, 
M7A 2R9 

• Ontario. 

• 

Reference: Designating By-law 
Old Town Hall (Court House) 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Dear Mr. Lawrence: 

JUN 271978 

ONTARf O HERITAGE 
__ FOUNDATION -~----.. 

on June 12th, 1978 the Council of the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake 
completed the long-awaited first step towards the implementation 
of a Heritage Conservation Program in our community. The designation 
of the Old Town Hall (Court House) on Queen Street is. regarded by 
most people as a positive move in an attempt to preserve the atmos
phere and enhance the quality of one of the most historic main 
streets in the Province of Ontario. 

As you are well aware, the designation of the Court House under The 
Ontario Heritage Act also ties in very closely with the Restoration 
Feasibility Study currently underway on this heritage building. 

It is therefore with great pleasure that I forward a copy of the 
designating by-law to you for your records. Notice of the passing 
of the by~law will appear in the next three issues of the Niagara 
Advance and our solicitors are to be instructed to register,..,a copy 
of the by-law against the title of the subject property. 

I trust the above information meets with your approval. 

Yours very truly, 

E. H. odgins, 
Associate Planner 
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. ·c O RP O RA T I O N 

• 
OF THE 

• 

TOWN OF NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 
• • 

• 

BY - LAl'l NO.. ··s·13·- 7 7 
• 

• 

A By-law to designate th~ Old Town Hall, 
. 

formerly the third Court House of Lincoln 
' • 

County, at 26 Queen Street, of architectural 
• 

value and of historic interest. 
• 

• 
' . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

WHEREAS The Ontario Heritage Act, 1974, authorizes the Council 
,• 

• 

of a municipality to enact by-laws to designate real property, 
• • 

including ~11· the buildings and structures thereon, to be of 
• 

• • • 

historic or architectural value or interest; and 
• 

• 

WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation -of the Town of Niagara-
• 

• 

on..:the-Lake has caused to be served upon the • of the lands owner 
• 

and premises known ~s the Old. Town Hall of Niagara,. formerly the 
• 

third Court House of Lincoln County, at 26 Queen Street, and 
• 

• 

upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation notice of intention to so 
• 

· designate the· aforesaid real property and has caused such. notice 

of intention to be published in a ne,vsp.aper having a general 

circulation in the municipality once for each of three con-
• 

secutive w~eks; and 
• 

WHEREAS the reasons for the designation are set out as Schedule 
• 

• 
• 

· ·. 'B' hereto; and 

WHEREAS no notice of objection to the·said proposed designation 
• 

has been served upon the Clerk of the municipality; 

THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOl'lN OF 
• 

NIAGARA hereby enacts as follows: 
• 

1 . There is designated as being of architectural value and 

of historic interest the real property, more particularly • 

• • 

described in Schedule 'A' hereto, kno1vn as the Old Town Hall of 
• 

Niagara, formerly the third Court Hoµs~ of Lincoln County, at 
• 

26·Queen Street. • 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

I 



I' • 
J 
t I 
' . l • ,. . ' 

I 

I 
I 

I , 
•• 
• 

• 
I 

! 
• I 

' I . ' 
1 • 

' I 
• '. 
I 
•I 
' 
I 

., 

' ' 

' 
• 
• 

• 
I 
' 

' 

• 
j! 
I ' 
I I 
I 

!I • 
• 

' 1 
, I 
• ' ' 
I ' 
' • 
I . ,1 
I > 

I 

1 · 

. ' I 
' , . 
. I 
I I 
I ! 
'I 

., 
I 

I 
I 

,, 
I ! 
I I 

• • 

• 

I , 

- - .. - ' ~ - ... - -~- -- ... -~--. - ... --- - " ~~. - --· - . 
- .. - ~· I . ,· ..... ·~, ,,. -- ... .. ' - . . . --- - -- _ ... _ .. ---- -·-~·· ------ ---.. --~ .. ·---"" - -,~ ---...... ~ .. ~·-·- u-

• • 
• • 

. 
• • 
~ 

• 

• 

• 

2. The To,.,rr ·solicitor is hereby aµthorized to cause a copy 
• 

of this by-law to be r~gistered ~gainst the property described 
• 

in Schedule 'A' hereto in the proper land registry office. 
• 

• 

3. The To,.,n Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of 
• 

this by-la,., to be served upon tl1e o,1ner of the aforesaid property 

and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation and to cause notice of 
• • 

this py-la,., to be published in a ne,1spaper having general 
• • 

circulation in the To,1n of Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
' 

• 
• . • ' . • • 

• 

• 

• 

READ A FIRST TIME THIS 12th DAY OF JUNE 7 19 78 • 
• 

READ A SECOND TIME THIS 12th DAY OF .JUNE , 1978 . 
• 

• 

READ A THIRD TIME AND PASSED THIS 12thDAY OF JUNE 
• 
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PART OF LOTS 65 .AND 66 BZING A GIVEr1T ROAD 
SHOv1N AS 1·1Al:lKl!!T STRE~T - NIVEI~ PL.Al'I rIO • 86 -
T0\-.1N OF. I'1IAG.l',l1.A - COU.t-ITY OF LI1'1COLN - TO~~IT{ · 
OF l'1IAGARA-ON-TII8-L/ili:i!! - REG IOii AL llli.NIC IP AL ITY 

•• 

OF 1-!IAGJJlA 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• • 

.ALL JlND SII~GUL1ffi that certain parcel or tract of land 
• 

• 
• 

• 

d premises situate,· lying and being in the To~m of Niagara-on-· 
• 

• • • 

of Niaga~a and Province of 
• 

• • • 

in the To1m of Niagara and .the Cou..Y1ty of 
• • 

O tario ~ being formerly 
• • • 

• • • 
• 

L,"ncoln, being composed ·of Part of. Lots 6·5 and ~6 being a Given . . ' ' . 
• • 

• • • • 

·;n· ad sho1·m a$ l-1arket Street ·on the Niven Plan regi·stered in the 
• . . . .. 

• 

• • • ' • 

• 
• 
,•' 

• • • 

• • • . ' . • • . ' . 
1:ie niore. particularly described as f ollo"t·rs:. · · . · · 

• • • •• • • • • 
< ' • • ' . . . . . . . . 

• 

. . · · . · C01'Jl.1ENCI1'IG at a point in the· North1·1esterly boundary· of 

• 

• • • . . ' • 
• • • • • 

th~rein South. 34 de_grees ;· "41:r _.minutes }Test, 
• 

• • • • 

South,,resterly boundary of Queen· Street,· said. 
• 

]BB.o feet fr~m the 

• 

• • • • 

p:oint being · in the Southv1esterly b~undary of 
• • • • 

• • • . ' 

as 1'larlcet Street; ' 

• • • 
• • 

• 
• 

a Given Road kno1-m 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• • • 

• 

• 
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• 

• • 
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• • • 
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. ' 

• 

11 : · 
-IENCE North 55 degrees, 28 minutes 't'lest along the South\·resterly 

• 

-oundary 
• • • 

• 

58 .2 feet to a poin·t 't·rhich said • 
of said Market Street, 

• • • 
• • • • 

• • 

• 

• 

oint is the Place of Beginning of the herein·described parcel; · 
• • • • • 

. ',HENCE North 34 degrees, 35 minut~s Eas·t ,· 28 .0 feet ~o a _point 
• • • • • • • •• • • 

in a line parallel to and a perpendicular distance of .25.0 feet . . I . . . - . . . 
' .. . . . • • 

.' Southerly from the l~ortheasterly _boundary of. said l~Iarket Str.eet; 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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' . . . . . . . ... 
' . . ·. ' .. •' ' .· ~ 

• • 

,!!ENCE 1'forth 55 _degrees, 28 minu.tes \·lest along said last mentioned 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• • 

I . THENCE South 34. degrees, 47 minutes West, 
• 

• 

THENCE l{o:rth 55 degrees , 28 minutes l·Jest, 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

• 

11 .• 0 feet; 
• 

5 .. 5 f~et; 
• • I i · · 

. Tlllit!Ci!! South 34 degrees, 47 minutes ~lest, 11.lt5 feet; 
l . • • 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

• 

• 

~H.6:NCE North 34 degrees, 49 minutes East, :Cl .• 45.feet; 
I 1 . . . . 
TH.i:!'!NCE North 55 degrees; 28 minutes \vest, 4 .5 feet; 
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. Sbutherly from the l·!ortheasterly boundary of said l11arket Street; 
• 

• • • , 
• • 

T El-ICE l{orth 55 degrees, 28 minutes \•Test along said· last mentioned , 
I 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • • 

p~allel line, 69 .57 feet; 
· II · 
T~Eil!CE South 34 degrees, 00 

• • 

minutes tlest, 
• 

29.0 
• 

, 
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. esterly boundary ·of said 1'larket Str~et; 
I ' . 

• • . ' , 

HENCE South 55 degrees, ~2 minutes East along 
• 

• • 

• . , 
• , , 
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feet to the South~ 
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• • 
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the South,.,esterly 
• 

• 

or 1.ess 
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to the. 255.07 feet more 
• Houndary of said Market Street~ • • 
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• • • • • • 
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Reasons for the designation of the Old . ' . 
To1'1n Hall of Niagara, formerly the. third 
Court House of Lincoln County, at 26 Queen St. 

• 
• 

' . 
The Old To1'ln Hall, 26 Queen Street, is des~gnated to 

• 

be of architectural value as a notable example of the type 

of public and institutional buildi~gs which mark the rich 
• 

architectural heritage of the mid-Victorian period. Built 
• 

• 

in the classical revival style in 1847 by architect liilliam 
' .. . . -

Thomas, "the Old To1'ln Hall was or~ginally built as .a 
• • 

seat of 

• 

• 

• 

government for Lincoln County. The usage changed from court 
• • 

• . 

house to to1'ln hall when the county seat was moved f.rom Ni?,gara 
, 

to St. Catharines arid the building now houses the oldest public 
• 

library ;i.n Ontario. The Old Town ~all has a functiona;t arrange-, 
• • 

ment and epitomizes other civic buildings of the mid-19th 
• 

Century where various uses and occupancies had to be organized 
• • 

• 

I 
I 

l 
,.,i thin a cohesive design and translated into fine architectural I 

, i 

• expression. The Old Town Hall was designed to blend in l'lell 
• 

with the surrounding buildings and yet with its unique 
• • 

• , 

archi te.ctural q.esign·, stands out and becomes the focal point 
' 

• 

of the Queen· Street streets cape. The Old To1m Hall is 
• 

designated on historic grounds for its associations with the 
• • • 

political and social development of the Tolin of Niagara • 
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