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CITY O.F ST. CATHARINES 

• 

A By-la\'/ to designate the Municipal Building on Church Street of architectural 
• 

value and of historic interest. 
' 

WHEREAS The Ontario Heritage Act, 1974, authorizes the Council of a municipality 

to enact by-la\'IS to designate real property including all the buildings and • 

structures thereon, to be of historic or architectural v.alue or interest; 

• 

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the City of St. Catharines has 

caused to be served upon the owner of the lands and premises known as No. 48 

Church Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation notice of intention to 
• 

so designate the aforesaid real property and has caused such notice of inten-

tion to be published in a newspaper having a general circulation in the munici-
• 

pality once for each of three consecutive weeks; 

AND ~IHEREAS the reasons for designation are set out as Schedule 
11

8
11 

hereto; 
• 

AND i4HEREAS no notice of objection to the said proposed designation has been 
• 

served upon the Clerk of the municipality; 
• 

• 

~10\4 THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF ST. CATHARINES 

enacts as follows: 
-

1. There is designated as be·ing of architectural and historic value or 

interest the real property, more particularly described in Schedule 
11

A
11 

hereto, 

known as No. 48 Church Street. 

• 

2. The City Solicitor is hereby autherized to cause a copy of this By-law 

to be registered against the property described in Schedule 
11
A

11 

hereto in the 

proper Land Registry Office. • 

3. The City Cl erk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this By-1 ai.,r to 

be served upon the O\•tner of the aforesaid property and upon the Ontario Heritage 

Foundation and to cause notice of this By-law to be published in~ newspaper 

having general circulation in the City of St. Catharines. 

1978. day of PASSED this 

CLERK. • • 
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SCHEDULE 11 A 11 

• 
• 

ALL AND SINGULAR that certain parcel or tract of land and premises situate, 

lying and being in the City of St. Catharines, in the Regional Municipality 

• 

of Niagara formerly in the County of Lincoln, and being composed of Lot No. 691 

according to the Plan of the City of St. Catharines filed in the Registry Office 

· for the Registry Di'vision of the County of Lincoln as Corporation Plan No. 2 • 
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I c..::::-,TJ..c·Y TH.C: FO:EGOING TO BE A 

DOCUJ\.:fENT OF WHICH IT PUR.t>ORTS TO BE A 
CO~Y. . 
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Dated thi!'! // .Li. d f - .,q.. · ay o 197! 

. THE CITY OF ST. CATHARINES 
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T;.·;O years after St. Catharines became the County sea:t, To1·:n 
' 

~ou..'>'lcil - in agreement ~-,ith the.County Council - decided to relinquish 
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t}-_eir offices in the tl1e To1·,n Hall. Cond.itions had 'become cro,,;cled · 
• • 

• 

,-n:th botli_ £,,.!.·cups meeting in tl1e same 'building. 

In 1864 the To1.-1n Council_ rented the .James Rae Benson residence 
• 

o:?: J'a.::es Stree-t, tl1e site of our :present r,:unicipal Building. The 
• 

1·:a.s -ou::cchased in 1878 for $22, OOO 1.·1i th an additional S91000 
~ 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 3y 1936 the old Benson home 1.·1as far from adequate so 1·1ork bega..."l 
• 

• • 

• o~ 'the erection of our. present ?,!u..."li~ipal Building. The structure, 
• • 

• • designed by local architect --. Robert I. !•!acbeth, 1.·1a.s officially 
• • 

• 

• • • • • • 
• • • 

total cast for the • 
building, exclusive The o~ened August 9, 1937. • • • • • • ' • • • 

• • - . -• • 

'3142, 066.2I. 
• • • 

• - . • • 

of furnishings and ·landscaping, \·:as • • 
• • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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DESCRIPTIOrT • 
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This ti·10-storey · Queenston limestone building has a gro-qnd-level 
• <> 

• • • • 
• 

basement a.."ld a partial sub-basement. The roof' is 
• 

• 
• • 

;flat with 
• 

• 

a. :raised 
• 

• 

:;,ediment aboi.,-e the doo!'l·1ay and a parapet extending around the 
• 

• • • • • • 
• 

rsmaind.$r of the buildi11g. · • 

• • 
• 

'1'l1e doort-1ays ·are located. in a. projecting frontispiece .recessed 
• • • 

• 
• 

• 

behind massive pilasters extending·to the second floor.ceiling. rn• :i.ne . 
• 

• • • 

door is surmounted brass doors are fully glazed. _Each • 
-:,airs of -three • 

• • 
• • • 

b"J four-pane -transom l·Ji th mullions. _.\bove these are storey-high 
• • • 

• • 

,-rhich light the main sta.ir'!-1ey .. • 

• 
• 

• • 

'l'he 1·n.ndo,·1s a.re placed syrr .. -netrically to the 1·ight and left of 
• 

the door .... a.:,-s and are identical on each floor. ')?12.P.king the doori·rays 
• 

• 

are t~·:o· narro,·i 1·:i~do1;s on the projecting frontispiece. Four more 
' 

• 

· bays are set into ea.eh side of trLe frontisniece. All i·1indoi·1s have -

• 

• • 

• 

ten fixed and. t1,10 hinged nanes in a metal frame and are set in .reces~ed - • • • 
• • • • 

nar-els. - • 

Decorative panels e:r.tend around the t·ralls just beloi .. T the roof 
• 

line. -~bo"J'e i:he doo!'l·;ay is a car1.red :panel bearing the follo,,1ing 

inscri";)tion: -
• 

• 

1,J.i"!iICIP.AL BUILDI!·fG 
CIT'[ OF· ST. C:lTHARII·rEs 
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'l'!le other fa.cades are of similar materials and bear the same 
• • 

, 
• • • 

On the south (rear) and 1·rest sides, ho1·1ever, tl1e 
• • 

the main :floor •. ba.se?:.en.t ""t·:a.lls are fully e:,:;?osed and appear to be 
• 

• 
' 

Bntrencas ere urovided on each of thes.e facades. 
• 

• 
• 

• • 

The inte-rior is ,·:o;rl;hy of note for its marble stair.·rays and 
• . ·' . . . -. • • • • • • • • • • 

• • 
The Council Chamber • 

terrazzo floors, hallways, and lavora.tories. 
• 

• 
• • • • 

· is furnished in ,-;alnut. 
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