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CITY OF ST. CATHARINES • 

BY-LAW NO. 78'-,_'?~/ 
a I 

• 

A By-law to designate the Court House at 85-87 King Street of architectural 

value and of historic interest. 
• 

vlHEREAS The Ontario Heritage Act, 1974, authorizes the Council of a municipality 

to enact by-laws to des.ignate real property including all the buildings and 
. 

structures thereon, to be of historic or architectural value or interest; 

• 

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the City of St. Catharines _has 

caused to be served· upon the owner of the 1 ands and premises known as No. 

85-87 King Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation notice of i'ntention 

to so designate the aforesaid real property and has caused such notice of inten-
• 

tion to be published in a newspaper having a general 
• 

circulation in the munici-

pality once for each of three consecutive weeks; 
• 

AND vJHEREAS the reasons for designation are set out as Schedule 
11

B.
11 

hereto; 

AND vJHEREAS no notice of objection to the said proposed designation has been 

served upon the Clerk of the municipality; 

N01·1 THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF ST. CATHARINES 

enacts as follows: 

1. There is designated as being of architectural and historic vaJue or 
• 

• 

" 

interest the real property, more particularly described in Schedule 
11

A
11 

hereto, 

known as No. 85-87 King Street. 

• 

2. The City Solicitor is hereby authori·zed to cause a copy of this By-law 
• 

• " 

to be registered agains.t the property described. in Schedule 11 A
11 

hereto. in the· 

proper Land Registry Office. 

3. The City Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this By-law to 

be served ·upon the owner of the aforesaid property and upon the Ontario Heritage 

Foundation and to cause notice of this By-law to be published in a newspaper 

having general circulation in the City of St. Catharines. 

PASSED this day of 1978. 
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SCHEDULE 11A11 

• 

• 

ALL AND SINGULAR that certain parcel or tract of land and premises situate, 

lying and being in the City of St. Gatharines, in the Re.gional Municipality 

, 

of Niagara formerly in the County of Lincoln, and being composed of Lot No. 708 

according to the Plan of the City o-f St. Catharines filed in the Registry Office 

for the Regi$try Division of the County of Lincoln as Corporation Plan No. 2 • 
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For uur-o·~ses of orientation assl!l::e that James Street ·runs_ in a north-
- -

• • 

bui l.di no--- - o• so·:.::th direction, the front coor being on the south side of the 

• The la;ri~g of the corner stone of t:1e original 't·1ing of tl1e ''Lincoln 
• 

• 

Cour.:ty Euildi!'lg'' took place o:r.. ~-:onday October 30, 1848. A ulatform ;·:as -
• • 

erected at tc..e northeas,t c:>rr..er of tte b1..~ilding for ·t11e ceremonial laying 
• 

.1':'ro • .. • 

O T -.,.,e ,.,, ... o.,..,e 
- "·· ~ u ~- • 

In the preEence of Toronto arch:i: tect t:ivas Tully 2-nd r,:.L •. li.. 
• 

• 

S
. ·11 ... - ~, ~- .. .. 1r .:t _an !~:?p2er i·,ac1·.ao - a g_Lass jar containing some P.apers. t·re.s lo1·!eJ:ed 

ir.to- a ca.,.rity, the architect la.id a plate over all, the Grand Ir:aster of 
• 

. 

'h ~- ..... ~ .:.e .~'~esons spread on the i:::ori.a.r, and it via.S then topped :i-1i th the foundation 
-

• 

• , 

s-to::e 2.cco~;>a.::'!i ec. by i:he -t~:!!e ''God Save tlie Queen''. Aft er the cere::1on,y 1 

• .... h. p. .. - beautiful 

• 

silver tro1·1el used in the event 
• • 

• 

i-,as presented to Sir Allan 
• • 

J;!acl:ab b;r the -.::Oard ·of Police. · This historic troi·rel .is norr in the St • 
• • • 

Cat~ari:r.es Eistorical 10:useu."il after ha.ving been recently discovered in 
• • • • • • • • 

I;Iasoni.c Order • .J!.t:.stra.li2. a.n_d 1:eturn.ed -to St. G2.tha1·ines by the 
• • • 

' 
• • 

as the l,Iarket. House 2.nd. To1-m. Rall • ~h~ building was, built in 1848-1849 • 
• ' • • • 

• • • 
• 

• 

The upper .floor 1-12.s originally the Council Cha.raber of St. Ca-tharines. 
• • • • 

• 

• 

ar..d meeting hall.· It .2..lso contained galleries a.nd an of~ice :for the Tovm. . 
• 

-

• 
• 

' • • • 

Clerk. !!.'he ceilings 1·1ere 22 r in height and. the room 1-12.s 54 • by· 40' in size. 
• • • 

• • • • • • • 
contained eight stalls for 

• • • 

111.h.e first :floor, 't·ii th its 13' high ceilings, 
• • 

• 
• 

1849 • 

.._'he 
&, • ..;.. 

marke-t 't·;ith 12' 1·1ide passage~·;ays beti·1een • 
• 

The basement of this 
• • • • • • • • • • • 

• 

section o:ri6 inally had tirovisions for rooms ·- -
for the housekeeper, police · 

• • • • • 
• • • • 

• 

fire engine, took a.."!d ladder and hose, and hot air heating 
• 

• 

ecui uraent .- · · - - • • • • • • • ' • • 

• 

• • • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• • 
• 

• • 

Kivas 'Iull;r of 'l1oronto - 1·1ho also designed the • 

· 'l·he ~otec. archi-tect, 
•, • • • • 

and Victoria.Hall in • 
St. Lawrer.ce Hall in Toronto, 

' • 
• • -

is said to have natterned tr,.e soutl1 facade after the Hotel de -Cobourg -
• • • 

• • • 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

--· 11 :.r2 __ e • -;, e °t"U ' . i "" Italy. 'lhe · contractor 't·1as 1·Iilliam Baron of St. Ca tharines. 
• 

• 

in - - =-<-,,, 
• • • 

• • 
• 

r.i'he 2.rchi tect. is - .. -- _.,,. 
~ - --· -Ji'. t?:eiz- r:ar:!eS 2.re car,,ac. in ~tone on tl1e facade. 

--.... ., .. --
• • . - ~ 

-;- - t'*' ~ ":t-O ""C C'1 .,.J ___ ., - v---- directed to slt:'?e.SS ·l·Iilliam 'Ih.omas' To,-;n !fall in 1,;iagara. 
---- • 

• • • ........... ~ ~~ ··--- :...--
---e . - . ··--

• 
• 

• • 
erec~ed in 1847. • 

• • • 

• • • • • ;;~eE-rs af1:er i;ne 1 t · f t' . .-..e co:nn e ·ion o To1·rn l·Ial 1, St. Ca.tha.rines 
S-::i::.e .:. .. r-,..., . --- • 

• 
• 

Both ::.i,:.j.-t.z:;;e for the rel ocz:i:.ion of tl1e Cotl:::·'t::r Seat from 1!iaeara. - . 
• • 

• 

• --·~. , ........ . . - . t+ -~- -~- "- ~ ,::..., .):)_ ..... uec. co .•.•. :1 ..,ee-
• 

to to:ir the cou11ty ezplt:?.ining tl1eir res i)ecti \'e 
... -, --- - . . 

. . . - ... .,.~ -· ·-.., ....... - s I '"'r .,. ,., e • -·c:. _.. J.:....... ...., "'· .. ~ove anc. a.l i:h :,tizh •• 
the el ectcrs of tl1e county :::.t J.c:?.rge 

-
't 

,.-,::-.,.- ,..n.:. i,... ~<>•roi•r OI~ -'-'l-, e 00 """e 
··---::: --~· ..... --- !.t;.,.\:" ~ t,_.:. : ... .J·· ' 

•• S .. ....,~,,... - - ~ n •. , \.C--c ""-~ -

• 

• • • in J. -i;s fa.V'.)UJ:'. 

• 

-tl1.e large population of St. Cathari11es 
• 

• ' 

• • . .... -- .. ___ -·. ' ... ·- --· . ---

• 

• 

• 

' 

• 

• 
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• 
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' ,. ..... ---- -c ... - . - ~ of ??-rlia:r::e:1-; ,·:a.s s-t:.11 necessa!"'.f "cefore the move could be 
•• • 'Y 

- ""' . ~ -T:a.-- ~ e ___ ._ :..€;..a... l~ia.ge..ra 1·:ho This ·i·,e.s o-onosec. ,-,ished reimburser,,en:t. Ti1e bill - -
• 

,·::.s ~assec 1-:i th an inde!i'.11ity clause ordering Lincoln to pay the To,·rn of 

... 'T. -..n 00 ... :.a=~::-z :::,o, 0 as car.::;,ensati:>n for their surplus building area. Ti1ese 
• 

• 

lm:urious hotel, the Royal 1-~iag-ara, to 
• • 

• • ' 
• • • --- .... e,..- ·· -1.!., -c::. :... " :. ··~ p ,... • ~y - ....,, ... •• - _. :..,,1 • 

. •t .L ... • v1s2 ors 1,0 i:ne ;;01-m. St·. Catharines passed a by-la1·: 
• • 

• • 

...-.· . . . • h ~.c-, · ., -.,.-, """'· ·.:·:· -. e u.- e ..., ---- ., --- .,_.1,. ;::::, - - Of .,_....., o iro·m u.,.11 
t, .... - - ••• ... .. ,;;.,. by the County and ag1·eed to heat and 

=· -

• • 
• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

,~; ;.;~2-:: .:. .. h c. ~u; l..:l"i ~g - - - - -- - .., - \,.;.._ .. .:. • • free of charge. 

• 

:~
...., i,. 

• 

• 

··:r .o. 
"" -- -

• 

' 

• 
• 

• 

• 

' 

• 

-n::-la:·r ast~blishing the County Seat in St. Catherines reads: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

t·:hereas the Corpora.tio11 of the To1·m o:f St. Catriarines 
· have offered this council the free use of their to1-:n · 

hall for a cour::t::~ _.ha.11 1 and he.v·e also a&reed to ligl1t 
· and heai: the sa.::?e free of cl1a.r,e:e. be- it therefore enacted 

by the Cor?ora.tion of the Count:,, of Lincoln that from 
anc. after the passi~g hereof tl1e to1-m hall of the Toi·m 
of St. Ge:;;ha.rines shall be. l::no1·m as, and be' the county 
hal?- of -tl:e C~un-t:.r of Lincoln. Passed January 28,. 1862 • 

.Abishai !,Iorse, !·I?.rden F.A.:B. Church, County Clerl:: • 
' • 

• 
!!:he builCir-g 1·:e.s enla.rgad. to acco~odate.the shared use of the • 

• • 

• • 

.-- .:. .,.. - .,....:; - -s J .... 1.1 .... :=...:.. .:..:: .. ::: a:';a. tns Lincoln County Court Iiouse. -A., small 
• 

• • • 

• 

• 

... .. .. .. .. - c.- - - - - .,.,. - . . . . . - -- _._.._.: ·- corner, of i;l~e nresent structure- and 2.t • .. • • 't t - ,,. • .,.., '°r"- r . . c:! 
t, •• e ... o_ :.:.-:.ew ----~·.,c;:.~ 

• • 
"''l"P CT. "'C. -- - ...,_ 

• 

• 

• 

• • • 

• . --,--"·--= 

• 

- . a ::::-.-c -:ac-
- -- G - • --- &, -

• 

~ .. ..... -- ::,..... c::. .,,. :. - ~ a.ddition ~-las built 

-• • 

• 

1863 '].'his 1865. • • Com:-:- e"'. , """ C. 1 n ··-·· .. ...., - and. comnleted in -
• 

• • • • 
' 

• 

by Samuel G. Dolson to the plans of t·Iillia..'11 
• 

• • 

• 
• 

~ T::;, .. ;.. ··1 -- -----· . Tully's design was not accented in the com-oeti-tion·. - ~ 
The adc:.ition 

• 

• 

• • • 
• • 

and offices to remain in the original ..... - .,,.. ~· ; -=- .!,. ec.:i +h e St ::' =' .!: .:..._ t,, ... ' "'- • Ca:tha.rines to,,rn hc.ll 

• 
·- 'v, --~ .. ··- -·e.. 

• • 

Countv offices and Court to be located .. . • c?~C. the 
• 

in the· ne1·1 i·Ting. . 
• . -

• -

".!:he original. section of this elegant cut-stone "building 1·;as e-rected 
• 

' • • 
• • ' 

• 

a cost of $16 1 000 1·ri.th the ag6 regate cost of the addition Gnd the main· 
• • 

' 
' • 

?~rt oeing about $32,000. • • 

• 
• , 

' • 

. -~-I-though the Court House i.s located a.t tl1e corner of King and .,Taraes 1 

• 

i;he:r-e is a street in St. Catharines called trcourt Street''. This area 1·!a.S 
• 

t1:e residence of Oliver Phelps, a. contrac:tor on i:he First Canal, a~d. l1e so 

' 

tl1e street because he intended it to be ·the location of' t}1e Court 
• • 

• 

~ouse ,·i!len it 1-:as removed from 1,;iagara. The Court House 1·:asn' :t located 
• 

• 

t=:e::-e but the nar:;e l1as endured to this day. • 

• • 
• • 

• 

·T:7S "'l'.:?'T?TI 01? -~ ..,___ - . • 
• • 

• 

• • • • 
in the On~ario Georgian style. It ':l.:l1is t1·10 storey ashlar building is 

~as conceived as something of a stage set, in that o~.ly the portion visible 
• 

.:"ro:::. the J'ames-King intersqction ·is adorned l.vi th the -roc1c.-faced7 e-li.ar..nelled, 
• 

fl-:.!eenston ashl~f 1·1hich shoi-,s in the. typical pl1otograph of' the building .. 
• 

' 
' 

•,·:.-- e ~-es-'- all ....... _ :. l, l,a; is a coursed rubble ICingston limestone 1·:hile the north ,·1all 
• 

• 
' 

' 

• ' 

• 

• ii b . l 
~~ r~~M~n -- rJ.C~ . ~ . . ... The exterior of the Court Ifouse l-:as sandblasted in· 1971 • 

-

• 

• 

• •• .. -

• 

' 

-------· 

• 
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• 
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• 

• -3- • 
• 

• • • 
• 

• • • 

• 'J.·ne a.shla.r stone 1·1alls have a band course belo>·7 the secor..d storey 
' 

• • • . ,. .... -c.o· .... 
• • • ..;.. .& - .... .:::, • 

The corners are highlighted by large stone quoins in a smoother 
• 

' 

-· . . th • , --- •!..:; _ _ .a:.:.-n an the balance of the ashlar. • • 
• 

• 
' • 

• 
'.::he entrance to tl1e building1 like that in Perugia, 

•• 
J.S carved in stone 

• 

a::::: fea:tures unusual upright· balustrades i-il1i eh conform to -the slope of 
• 

• 

"the. s-tair,-;a.y. Ti:e su:;,porting co·lumns under the copings on each side a.re 

• 

i::c.i ;;ic.ually 
• 

carvea to fit its specific locatio11. 
, 

• • 
• 

• • 

. ,_ b . . .... h . t' . ... . "tnree ays in t·:1.a ... ,-11 n a ?r0Jec111ng 
....-. .J.. • • 
I ro::1 i.1s-:>iece -• ... ...,, . ·.::ne ::: ron"t • 

con:t<!.i:iing the cloor. '1'!1e ori.6 j.na.1 ma.in· south entrance door has been • 
• 

• 
• • 

!'e;>la.cec: b:· a &:lr-.zec. alumin,.1m set of doors and fraines but the adjacent 
• 

• • 
• 

,':oocler.. :C-~ric pilasters and leaded ste.:i,ned. glass coat-of-arms in tl1e 
' 

• • 
• 

• - . _t ra.r:so::?. rer:12.in • 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

-

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• . ' • 
• 

• All ~-rchi tectural o'i)enin6 ::> on t11e fir.st floor he.~;-e semi-circular 
• 

• • 
• • 

..:.-,..).• -Mo-l ""J.0 -'-h .,,.:.0-..o VQUSSO-i rs Seco110. floe!' t·1indo~rs ~re a. '"'J.
0 

., ... ·,·re 
- "'' ..... t.i ....... -:. e::ad-- - ::, " - : •• .:. ........ "' ... , l.r-- .:., t.,. -"- - • • • • 

• 

of half-rou~d and pedi~ented rectan5 ular heads depending on location. 
• • 

• • • • • • . ' 

In ga:r..~ral the detailing on the o~igi11al 1849 Tully 1·;ing is fa.r more 
• 

• • 
• 

~a.~dso~e a.nt extenzive than on later additions. .~\11 "t·ri :r.doi·:s are do·t1bl e 
• 

• 

• • - .. 
1·.J. -en a·siz-o~-six nattern. - ' 

• • • 
• 

• ' 

• · Inscri:>tions en tl1e front :facade bea,r the names of t?te tnembers of - ' 

• 

' 

• • 
• 

i:he 3oa.:-d. of Police (similar to a To"tm Counci:,_) as. 1rrell a.s the names 
• • • • 

• • 
• • • 

of the c.!'~hitect and the builder. 
• 

• 

•• 

• 

t.;TLI.I .a ?-.'i ··- --- BARO!:, 

• 

• • 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• ' • 

BUILDER BO.q_RD OF POLIG.E .KIV.AS TULLY, • 

• 

ELIAS S. A.DAi,'.iS., PRESID.l!!I:ZT . 
HEi'ilff t,:I1l"11LEBERGER, GEORGE· RY-iCERT 

JOH:t: F. I-!IT?LEB3RGER, THO!,YA.S :BURlTS 
s.U-~(.iBL L. St. JOI:t!, c.:t,!. 1~P.l~OLD, CLEPJC 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

ARG!IITECT 
• • 

• 

1i·ne da.te of 
• 

.l. ..... cons 11ruc i.2.on a.i)nea.rs in Roman :trumerals belo"t-1 the clock • 

- -• • 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• . -:-·-
• 

• face of the southern facade and ir:imediately abo-cre the band course separa.ti_ng 
• 

• 

• • 

' 

• 

• 

- • 

• 

• 

• 

. ..,..._..------

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

~· .... -. , -r--s __ ...., l., 

••• ··i-.... ""·-

, 

• 

• 

! 1., ·---
• "h -: __ e 

• • 
• 

storey from the. zecond storey. I + u appears as folloi·;s: ' 

!'(• R .!..., G m ..... , D 
.;.:, - :::., ). ~ A.D .. M V CCCXL IX. • 

::r-o~fs a.::e hi uued -- . 

• a:::d fe2.t1.1.re a decore:f.ive cornice at 
• 

• 

1.·1all. slate roof ?:1as installed in 1865 over the original. 
• 

• 

r.:etal !':lo:f. • 
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,,.~e ..... .:. fr::,r.t facace • 
!.S surr::ount ed. by a bell to~·rer 1·rit!1 a three ·faced 
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s"t!'i;:i~g cloc"t: a:?1d is topped.. by c:.n 0ctn.gonal cu?ola._ Four stone urns 
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2.:-'.)·.::-.c. tz:e base of the to1-;er are no\1 gone. Also, tl1c bell in tl1e toi·rer 
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summoned that it o::-i_gl!l.ally plajred an ir.i:portant role in th;e, community in 
• • 

• 
• 

t~e fire brigade in case of an eme;i:-gency but this function l1us since 
• 

• 
• 

• 
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been ::-e-:}lacecl • 
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• • 
• • 
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·..i·ne cloc1:: in the bell to,..rer l·ras probably installed coincident 'tc!i th 
• 

• 
• • 

t::e e::-ection of the To,·m Hall in 1849. As there 1·1ere no Ca.nadian clock 
• • 
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~ · · " · t th t t · i· t , .• ,:>"" ."". rob~-bly i· ........... 1 or-'-1., ed 1 ... :rom. ma~uiac~urers in ousiness a .a. ime, -- v - ""~ - • 

~~ro?e a.s suggested by it~ unusual European-style movements. There is • 
• 

no ieentifying manufacturer plate on the clock. T'Aere is an 8 foot long 
• 

penc.i•1u.-:? ,·tlth a. bob 1·1eighing approximately fifty pounds. I -'-1, • r).n;.J , .• - .-:.:.. t·Ii th 

-the assistance of the original ,;-reigl1ts i-.rhich ex.tend from the clock tot·ier 
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Tl1e strike or chin1e function still 
• 

... ., ... , ... "h .... ... fl .. o .;n e :;:_ oor o:;:: -i; • e :r irs" . oor. 
• • • • • • • • 

o-::>era:tes. The clock is 't·iound once a 'tc1eek and still maintains a remarkable 
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- • • • • • 
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time ~ccuracy ~ithin one minute a.month. 
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'.!:!1e interior still has handsomely-detailed, glazed7 panelled-'\-;ood · • ' 
• • • • • • • •• 
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doors 2'l"!d. frames .'t·:ith the frosted glass inscriptions.· Various plaster 
• • • 

• ,, 
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c:>rni.ces are still intact: as are interesting cast-iron .steam rad; ators, 
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i:cc11:.e.ing one of i.1n.usual circular design. 
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. ~!l1 e Court Room on the second floor of the 1849 ltlng dates from the · .... • • 
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excellent ,;-rood ,detailings; ·it • 

altexations and has 
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• • • 
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the Toi·;n 3.'2.l.l before the 1865 addition. ' 
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,;,1as formerly 
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1865 ,-;ing has vast former Public"H·a.11 on the second floor of the t'i'=l-, 0 _.., __ • • 
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, been subdivided both vertically .and horizontally into smaller Court Rooms and • 
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An ins~ection of the attic reveals the remains of the original·~ -f· oz 2:ces • • • • • • • • • • • • .. .., ... • 
• , • • • • 

ceiling and mouldings which once capped this clear-span space. • 

ba:rrel-vaul t eel • 
• • • • • • • • • • • •. • 

800-1000 ue:..·sons for · • •• 

tihen co::.:;,leted.. in 1865, this large :room accommodated • • 

• • • • • 
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a varie~y of events from concerts.to musicals. - • 

• • • • • • • 

base~ent indicates· no signs of the ~arket stalls which it once 
• • 

:,.,. e .... __ 
• • • • 

housed. .. ser.ii-deteriorated carved bull's head and .a: sheaf' of i-:heat on • 
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i:l'Le J°2.!:les Str-eet entrance are all that remains to indicate the use of the 
• 
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east 1-:ing basement as a market. These remnants originally advertised that 
• • 
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Anctrev, "i'lallace had a meat market in the building and John Titterington a feed 

• In 1865 the 16 stalls were rented out by an auction, the majority of market. 
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which went for an annual rent of $65 .. • 
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