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CITY OF ST. CATHARINES 
• 

• 

BY-LA11 NO. '"2 6 - J (, 0 
' 

A By-1 a\'/ to designate the Property at No. 343 r~erri tt Street of arch i tectura 1 

value and of historic interest. 

· \•IHEREAS The Ontario Heritage Act, 1974, authorizes· the Council of a municipality 
• 

• 

• 

to enact by-la\'/S to designate real property including all the buildings and 

structures thereon, to be of historic or architectural value or interest; 
• 

• 

AND \~HEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the City of St. Catharines has 
• 

caused to be served upon·· -the O\'/ner of the 1 ands and premises known as No. 343 • 

• 

Merritt Street and upon the- Ontario Heritage Foundation· notice of .intention 
• 

• 

• 

to so designate the aforesaid real property and has caused s_uch notice of inten-• 

tion to be published in a newspaper having a general circulation in the munici-
• 

pal ity once for each of three consecutive \'leeks; 
• 

• 
• 

AND t·IHEREAS the reasons for designation are set out as Schedule 
11
8

11 
hereto; 

• 

• 

AND \•/HEREAS no notice of objection to the said proposeq designation has been 
• 

• 

served upon the Clerk of the municipa:lity; • • 

• • 

~lOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATIO~l OF THE CITY OF ST. CA1HARINES 
• 

enacts as fo 11 ov1s: • 

• . -
• 

l . 
-There is designated as being of architectural and historic value or 

interest the real property, more particularly described in Schedule 
11
A

11 
hereto, 

• 
• 

' 

knoi,.1n as No. 343 Merritt Street. 
• 

• • 

2. The City Solicitor is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this By-laW' 

to be registered against the property described in Schedule 
11
A

11 
hereto in the 

proper Land Registry Office. • • 

3. The City Cl erk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this By-1 a\•/ to 

be served upon the o\•1ner of the aforesaid property and upon the Ontario Heritage 

Foundation and to cause notice of this By-law to be published in a ne\'lspaper 
• 

having general circulation in the City of St. Catharines. • 
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SCHEDULE 11A11 

• 

ALL AND SINGULAR that certain parcel or tract of land and premises situate, 

lying and being in the City of St. Catharines, in the Regional Municipality 

of Niagara, formerly in the Town of Merritton in the County of Lincoln, and 

being composed of Lot No. 259 according to the Plan of the said Town of 

t~erritton filed in the Registry Office for the Registry Division of the 

County of Lincoln as Corporation Plan No. 6 • 

• 

• 

• 
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The land on 1·1hi eh the To,·111 l{all is built \·1a.s previously received by 
• 

• • 

• •· 11 . , .. ,1 _l,cl!il 
• • 

Parnall from James 
• 

Calcott in 1873 • l·Tilliam Parnall had a d:::y 
• 

• • 

• 
• • 

• • 

goods store here for many years until he sold • 

the land to John Riordan 
• 

• • 

ir~ 1877. Ti·;o :1ea.rs later P..iordan sold it to tl1e Corporation of' the· 
• 

vi· 11 <> -e o-f' r-·err~ ...... on --=s - ~ _uu • 
. The To,·m !fall ,·:as built in 1879 by James r.~;;.c:;Jonald 

• \ • 

at a contract urice of $3,000. John 1·Talker (later of i·ialker Bro~. Quarries} • 

• - • 

did the s"to11e,·;ork • 
• • 

rr· rfl -. 1:;, , 1 _ne _o.m •. ,a_ has been through many 
• 

c11anges and has served rnanj 
• • • 

• • 

• 

.At various times it has house~ a coliltlunity centre 
• 

different activities • • • 
• • 

• 

1·1ith a ~ ... ag~ and a. ,_~i·to'nen, 
;;:,U - • "-

a I,iechanics Institute, and LibrariJ .. 
• 

. 'I·he 
• • • 

• • • 
. ' . 

from 1883 until 1923; at 't·ihich i;ime it. received it~ ot·m 
• • 

• • • • • 

Libra.171 1-:as here • 
• 

• • • 

Department. 1-1as f orraed, • 

In 1888, \·1hen the Fire building across the street. 
• ' • 

• 
• 

the back nortion of - tl1e main 
• 

• • 
• 

• • • • 

• 
• .., -• 

floor ·i.-:as c!1anged into 
• 

• • 
• • • • 

a Fire Ifall. It 
' 

• 

• 

• 

• re:na.ined here until 1950 ,-ihen .an addition 1·1as 
made to house their engines • 

• 
• • • . ' 

~'he building still has the hose toi1er used in 

• • • 
• 

• • ' • • 

• 
• • • 

• 

drying the fire.hoses. 
• • • • 

' . 
• 

• 

• • 

• 
- . • • 

• • '• ... 
also here, having its 'cells· in the basement. • • • 

• 

The Police 
• 

Deuartraent 1·1as • • 

• • ~ . ' . • • • • 
• • • • 

O I o • 

Fir~t \·Torld 1·Jar, and the .s!3cond \·rorld 
• • • 

• • l·z·a,... . - ' this 
• • 

D-i.tring the Boer 1·rar, the • 
• 

~uilding 1-1as used by. -the Red Cross and the Civil Defence. r,rovies t·;ere 
• • 

• • 
• • 

• 

• 

. sb.01-;n here a.'l'ld the Bad.'Ilinton Club and the Boy Scouts used the bu.ilding 
• 

• 
• • • • 

• 

• 
• • • • 

• • 

It also housed the 1,rater \·iorks Commission, the Post Office, 
in the • 

• • • 

the.School Board, 
• • 

and -the Hydro Com."Jlission. 
• • ' 

• • .. . ' .... 
• • 

• 
• 

• 
• • • ,. . 
• • . _..,., . .. ·~ 

• 

• 

. ' 
• 

• • 

. ' 

I,~unici.Dal Offices of I,Ierritton until -
• 

This building served as the • • 
• • 

• • • • • • 

a.r;ialgama.tion in 1960, 
• 

at 1·1hich time tb.e St • Catharines Assessment 
• • • 

• 

• • • • • 

• 
• 

• • 
• 

D 
...... d th b · 1 a.· They used 1·+ for four "re::>·rs. epa.rl,raent occupie _ e u:i._ ing. w ,; -

• 
• • 

• • • • ' - ... • • 

• 

• 

• • • 

' 

,,.,.. e ... ,:. ... 
' 

glven t::ie r.iain floor in 1965 and held its' Official 
• 

• 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.n~~,...; r -- :' -·---«:: 
• "I ....., --· , Q "7' 

-_, 0 I 
"' "'.,_ er ... -., .o c-.:. I., "·- -

building had und.ere;o11e major renovation 

• 

• 

--·---·-

• • 
• • 

• 
• 

• • - , - --e""'"Ci.e , 1"' -- ···'-' -- -·"". .... I~ ex~a~ded to the second floor in 1970. 
• 

. ~he :::-ear :;>o:=-tion .of the b"?.1ilding and the entire roof \·lere 
• • 

• 

- -,..c--- --a. ,,.- ·- . ---..,·--6 - by fire in 1927. 1 •• .. .., en ··-- tte building t·1s.s repaired, 

• 

• 

severely 

--- -~. -::. ,:::> 

• • 

the outside entrance on the 110:tth side 

• 
• 

-·-,,,.,.-~ - c.·.:::::, - -1 ..... c::. \..i..-0. ~ ong -:,:i u!l 

• . ~-~'t·:o :;:ire esca."Jes. The front to.-;er roof 't·:as changed -
:;>.s ~fell 2.s the ma.in roof. Steel t:-usses replaced the old \·1ooden roof 

• 
• 

sun:,0:1· Ls. - - 'I . i • • 

' 
• • • • • 
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• 

~his h.a?".dso;:e recta."'lgular building in the centre of' 1-:e:::-ri tton is 

:::aa.e Of l:>cal sa!lc.sto:r~e a~d is described as Victorian a.rchi tecture. : It 

-nas oany interesting ~eatures such as contrasting -quoins, a stinger • 
• 

• 
• • 

over the vrindot·rs and doors. • • 

~el~ cour&e, and radiating arch voussoirs. 
• 

• 

J.~~-ther fea:tu.ra is the ::;;>rojecting i;o~:;er v1hicl1 ha.s a great amoun.t of 
• 

• • • 
as altered in·1929 •. • 

- in.eluding an interesting roof sl1ape, 
• 

,.:; eJ.-1" l --o .... ~ 
• . \.... t., c:. - r; •-• • • • 

• • • • • 
• • • • 

• • • . ' . 
• 

• 

~ 

::>rie,;ir.e!l:,, e bell to1-:er :;>;!:'·'.lj ected above the roof • 
• There is a 'date stone . 

• • 

• 
• 

• 

{A..D. 1879) and. a. To1·m Ip..co1:J:,)oration plaque· (1918) · on the front of the to;.;er • • • 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• • 

• 
• 

• • 
• 

roof is -t:rirr-:ned. 1·1ith a. boxed cornice 1·:i th a. frieze and 
• 

• 
• • 

• ,, 
• • 

• - - . .ore..c.:-c=-c::, • 11·.h.e 1-,indo-:-;s are semi-circular ,-1ith radi2:ting arch .voussoirs 

• 

• 
• • • • 

The i·1indo~·1s are t.vrb sasl1 and double h1.1ng v1i th • • 

::,-.:i "' i·,_.,,.1·1-, o~ sJ.,one ___ ..... .... - ~C..:> .:.. .L .. - • -• 
• 

four ?a~es of glass per section. 
, - • 

• 

• ' 

• • • 

• • 
• • 

• • • •' . 
fan t:-a.?isom and are inset in the centre • • 

'lhe c.ouble cicors have a • 
• • • • 

• • 
• • • • 

• • 
• • 

• 

• 

• • 
• • • • 

• rails 
• 

and are 
• • •• 

• • 

' 0 :· -. • • -no. "-- 4- "' "'!' ... - c.,... .,...., ., __ . They • .have i;,·:o -6a.nel s -raised \-ii th · mo1:tl de·d 
• 

• • 

• 

• • 

. . -• • • 
• 

:,-r~1-.... ~ 1 a.7-::.,::.. - ...... - -
• 

• 

• - - -- . 
• 

• • 

• • 

• • • 
• • 

• • • 
• 

• 

• • -
A seoa.re:te addition at the rear housed the To-.·m' s Fire Department. 

- • • 
• • • • 

laid in a broken cour.se. · 
• 

This - r--... e .I, •• large cut stones on the front are 
• 

• 
• • 

~~o-~ s~ 1 
• .:._ .:.. i.one:·,Or..t:C is more carefully done than tha+ a+. the s1'd • .. v v es • A one-

• • • • • 

• added on the right side. i~ 1929: . 
• 

• en-era.nee 1-1as hi::h stone -• s1:orey 
• • • • 

• • • • 
• • • • • • 

step acquired in 1972 from the former 
• 

con~ains a coach • · ~-.he yard 
• 

• • --r. e'n . .'.l.';/ Gz.rdin-er h::>use -·177 R 11.li · usse i.Venue, a.nd the .To,·m !·!ar I,!onument 
• 

' 
• • 

erected in 1919. • 

' 
• • 

• 

• 
' . 

. - • • 

• 

• • 
• 

• 
• 

• • • 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
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