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 Mariah Blake 
Committee Coordinator 

Corporate Services Department 
Kitchener City Hall, 2nd Floor 

200 King Street West, P.O. Box 1118 
Kitchener, ON N2G 4G7 

Phone: 519.783-8999 Fax: 519.741.2705 
mariah.blake@kitchener.ca 

 
REGISTERED MAIL 
 
March 27, 2026 
 
City of Kitchener 
STN C PO Box 1118 
Kitchener ON N2G 4G7 
 
Re: Council Resolution  - Notice of Intention to Designate 33 Ontario Street North 
    under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act  
 
Dear City of Kitchener, 
 
Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the City of Kitchener at its 
regular meeting held Monday, March 23, 2026 passed the following resolution: 

 
"That pursuant to Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act, the Clerk be directed to 
publish a Notice of Intention to Designate the property municipally addressed as 
33 Ontario Street North as being of cultural heritage value or interest, as outlined 
in Development Services Department report DSD-2026-086." 
 

Attached is a copy of Development Services Department report DSD-2026-086, dated 
February 9, 2026, as well as a Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest for 33 
Ontario Street North and a description of the heritage attributes related to the property 
to be protected. Also attached is a copy of the Notice of Intention to Designate. 
 
Any person may send by Registered Mail, or deliver to the Clerk of the City of Kitchener, 
notice of their objections to the proposed designation, together with a statement of the 
reasons for objection and all relevant facts, to be received by the Clerk no later than the 
26 day of April, 2026. If a Notice of Objection is received, the matter will be referred to 
the Council of the Corporation of the City of Kitchener for consideration.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Michelle Drake, Heritage Planner 
at 519-783-8909. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Mariah Blake 
Committee Coordinator 
 
cc:  Registrar, Ontario Heritage Trust 

RECEIVED 
2026/03/27 

(YYYY /MM/DD) 
Ontario Heritage Trust 



 

  M. Drake, Heritage Planner  
  (cc’d parties by email only) 
  



IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT, R.S.O. 1990, CHAPTER O.18, AS AMENDED, AND IN THE MATTER OF THE LANDS AND 
PREMISES AT THE FOLLOWING MUNICIPAL ADDRESS(ES) IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

NOTICE OF INTENTION
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the City of Kitchener intends to designate the following municipal address as being of 
cultural heritage value or interest under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter O.18, as amended.
156 Benton Street
156 Benton Street West is recognized for its design/physical, historical/associative, and contextual values. 
The design/physical value relates to the building that is a representative example of the Decorative Berlin Vernacular architectural style 
that is in good condition with many intact heritage attributes. The building features: brick construction; front gable roofline with shingle 
gabled ends; decorative brickwork; verandah with brick piers, tapered square columns and shingle handrail; pediment above verandah 
leading to front door; 3/1 and 1/1 hung windows; front picture window with stained glass; and, wood work including brackets and sunburst. 
The contextual value relates to the building’s contribution to the character of the Benton Street streetscape. 
33 Ontario Street North
33 Ontario Street North is recognized for its design/physical, historical/associative, and contextual values. 
The design/physical value relates to the Brutalist architectural style. The parking garage is a representative example of the Brutalist 
architectural style, characterized by a functional utilitarian design with an open air deck and exterior helix exit ramp. This design gained 
momementum in the 1950s and presented economic advantages since ventilation systems were not required, fire codes were  relaxed, 
and facades to the hide the parking were no longer required. The parking garage is in good condition and features: a rectangular plan and 
adjacent cantilevered exterior helix exit ramp; cast concrete façade on Duke Street West and Ontario Street North, including decorative 
details that emphasize horizontal and vertical lines; utilitarian, open air deck design; and, approximately 9 metres of the Goudies Lane 
cast concrete façade with vertical lines and the Electrohome mural. The mural is part of the Kitchener Downtown Mural Programme which 
operated between 1995 and 2002. The mural is a mixed media and plaster installation designed by the artist Cristina Peori, sponsored by 
Electrohome Ltd., and titled “Electrohome since 1907.” The mural was completed on October 20, 1995. 
The historical/associative value relates to the direct association with the theme of urban renewal and association with the Kitchener 
Parking Authority, National Garages Inc. of Detroit and McCargar, Hachborn & Associates (today known as WalterFedy). The parking garage 
was the first project in Kitchener’s urban renewal plans of the late 1960s. The Kitchener Parking Authority championed the project by 
identifying the need for a large parking facility in Downtown Kitchener. A land use analysis report was provided by the Kitchener Urban 
Renewal Committee. The committee chose the site at Duke and Ontario because it was accessible to major parking generators such as 
theatres, department stores, churches and financial institutions. The director of planning, William Thompson, brought in National Garages 
Inc. of Detroit, a parking garage expert, to prepare the functional drawings. McCargar, Hachborn & Associates (R.D. McCargar) were 
brought in as engineers for the final design and specifications. 
The contextual value relates to the parking garage’s physical, functional and visual links to adjacent properties and buildings. The parking 
garage is physically connected to the former Goudies Department Store (now THEMUSEUM) and continues to provide a functional link via a 
hallway between the garage and THEMUSEUM. The parking garage is visually linked to the complex of buildings at 30-32 Duke Street East, 
which was built in the International architectural style with Brutalist and Expressionist influences. The parking garage and the adjacent complex 
both represent mid-century modern architectural styles that broke from previous architectural precedents in their efforts to modernize as part 
of the urban renewal plans of the late 1960s. Their similar age, style and materials define the upper end of Ontario Street North. 
53-61 King Street East
53-61 King Street East is recognized for its design/physical, historical/associative, and contextual values. 
The property demonstrates design/physical value as a rare example of mid-20th century commercial building with an Art Deco-inspired 
front façade. The building is in good condition with many intact heritage attributes above the first storey. The Art Deco inspired front 
façade was constructed circa 1941 on a two-storey commercial building, which was constructed with brick, steel tile, and concrete block. 
The building to the north, which was destroyed by fire in December 1959, was added to the building in 1966 to create a uniform Art 
Deco-inspired façade from 53-61 King Street East. The building features: a rectangular plan; four bays across the front elevation; parapet 
roofline; cut-stone construction; large store front windows; two rectangular pillars with aluminum canopy; 2nd story casement windows 
with mullions in the form of a “T’ (two narrow panes with a transom light above); intermittent string course at sill level; incised circles 
between the windows; panels above the windows with vertical fluting; and, incised horizontal banding across the top of the building. 
The property has historical/associative value because it has direct associations with the theme of economic development, early dollar 
(“five and dime”) stores (S.H. Knox Co, & F.W. Woolworth Co.), various bargain stores, and Walter P. Zeller founder of Zeller’s Limited. 
The property has contextual value because it defines, maintains and supports the commercial character of the surrounding area, as well 
as its physical, functional, visual, and historic link to its surroundings. 
85 Strange Street
85 Strange Street is recognized for its design/physical, historical/associative, and contextual values. The property contains a church 
building and a rectory.
The property demonstrates design/physical value as a representative example of a 20th-century church constructed in the Neo-Gothic 
architectural style. The building is in good condition with many intact original elements. The church building features: a rectangular plan; red 
brick construction; one large gothic arch window per bay; buttressing between bays; wood front entrance door with concrete gothic arch door 
surround; large gothic stained glass window above front entrance door; two small octagonal steeples with bells flanking the front façade; and, 
decorative concrete details. The rectory building features: a square plan; hip roof with dormers; red brick construction; front entrance pediment 
with cross and inscription reading “St. John’s Rectory”; wood paneled door with sidelights; and hung windows with concrete surrounds. 
The historic/associative value of the property relates to the original and continued use of the church building. St. John’s Church was the 
fourth church constructed in the City, necessitated by population growth in 1937. The cornerstone of the church was laid in 1937 by 
Reverand W. Beninger, C.R., and dedicated by Reverand Joseph Ryan on February 20, 1938. The finishing touches on the church were 
completed in 1953, transforming the interior of the church from a plain concrete-block structure into a complete church. The start and 
completion of the construction of the church was done under Father William F. Gleason. Father Gleason was the first priest of the church 
and held this position until he died in 1965. Father Gleason was responsible for constructing the rectory on the property in 1948. 
The property has contextual value because it is physically, functionally, visually, and historically linked to its surroundings. The building is 
in its original location and has continued to serve as a church since its construction. Part of its contextual value is tied to the adjacent St. 
John’s Catholic School. These buildings were constructed around the same time and maintain a relationship with one another.
99 Strange Street
99 Strange Street is recognized for its design/physical, historical/associative, and contextual values. 
The design/physical value relates to the Collegiate Tudor architectural style of the original 1929 school building that is in good condition 
with many intact original elements. The building features: red brick construction; flat roof; cast concrete decorative details such as the 
school sign, banding, floral motifs and cross; window openings with concrete sills; and a front entrance door opening with multi light 
transom and decorative door surround. 
The historic/associative value of the property relates to the original and continued use of the building as a separate school. St. John’s 
Catholic School has direct associations with the theme of educational development in Kitchener and was established in response to the 
growing population in the 1920s. The school also has associative value to St. John’s church, which is located adjacent to the property.
The original 1929 school building has contextual value because it is physically, functionally, visually, and historically linked to its surroundings. 
The building is in its original location and has continued to serve as a school since its construction. Part of its contextual value is tied to the 
adjacent St. John’s Church. These buildings were constructed around the same time and maintain a relationship with each other.   
The full Statements of Significance, containing a list of the heritage attributes, is available in the Office of the City Clerk by contacting 
clerks@kitchener.ca during normal business hours. Any person may send by Registered Mail, or deliver to the Clerk of the City of Kitchener, 
notice of their objections to the proposed designation, together with a statement of the reasons for objection and all relevant facts, to be 
received by the Clerk no later than the 26 day of April, 2026. If a Notice of Objection is received, the matter will be referred to the Council 
of the Corporation of the City of Kitchener for consideration. 
Dated at Kitchener the 27 day of March, 2026.
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NOTICE OF PASSING OF A ZONING BY-LAW
by The Corporation of the City of Kitchener

TAKE NOTICE that on May 5, 2025, the Council of the Corporation of the City of
Kitchener under Section 34 of The Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.13, as amended,
passed Bylaw No. 2025-049 to amend Zoning By-law 2019-051.

Pursuant to Section 34 of the Planning Act, all oral and written submissions were
considered as part of Council’s decision-making process, with the effect being that
the subject amendment was approved. Additional information related to this matter
are available on the City’s website at www.kitchener.ca including:

• The minutes of the April 14, 2025 Planning & Strategic Initiatives Committee
meeting when the matter was first considered;

• The May 5, 2025 Council minutes when Council made its decision; and,
• Development Services Department report numbers DSD-2025-083
and DSD-2025-217

0 Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. ZBA24/020/COK/MR

The purpose of the City-initiated proposed By-law No. 2025-049 which amends Zoning
By-law 2019-051 is to implement protected major transit station area policies, by
bringing all properties within the Block Line, Fairway and Sportsworld Protected Major
Transit Station A into Zoning By-law 2019-051 by applying new Strategic Growth Area
zones. Select existing specific regulation provisions and holding provisions have been
carried forward, along with the introduction of new specific regulation provisions and
holding provisions applying to select properties.

The subject lands are as shown below:

The effect of this City-initiated Zoning By-law Amendment will implement an updated
zoning framework for Protected Major Transit Station Areas, including regulations that
identify maximum densities andmaximum building heights, increased use permissions,
the adoption of a built form regulatory framework as a means of regulating density in
favour of Floor Space Ratios, and the removal of parking minimums.

If you require further information, please contact Elyssa Pompa, Planner (Policy), (519)
783-8943 in the Planning and Housing Policy Division of the Development Services
Department.

TAKENOTICE that pursuant to subsections 34 (19.5) and 34 (19.6) of the PlanningAct,
there are limited rights to appeal this by-law in accordance with the above-mentioned
subsections, except by the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, because it gives
effect to policies regarding Protected Major Transit Station Areas described in section
16(16) of the Planning Act. Following the expiration of the appeal period and resolution
of appeals (if any), the decision of Council is final and comes into effect on the day after
it was adopted.

By-law No. 2025-049 will not come into effect until Official Plan Amendment No. 62 to
the City’s Official Plan is approved by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.

The complete by-law can be viewed by contacting my office at 519-741-2203 from
Monday to Friday between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Holidays excepted).

DATED at the City of Kitchener this 20th day of May, 2025.

A. Fusco
Director of Legislated Services & City Clerk

Application in conjunction with: OPA24/010/COK/MR & ZBA25/004/COK/MR

NOTICE OF PASSING OF A ZONING BY-LAW
by The Corporation of the City of Kitchener

TAKE NOTICE that on May 5, 2025, the Council of the Corporation of the City of Kitchener
under Section 34 of The Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.13, as amended, passed Bylaw No.
2025-050 to amend Zoning By-law 2019-051.

Pursuant to Section 34 of the Planning Act, all oral and written submissions were considered
as part of Council’s decision-making process, with the effect being that the subject
amendment was approved. Additional information related to this matter are available on the
City’s website at www.kitchener.ca including:

• The minutes of the April 14, 2025 Planning & Strategic Initiatives Committee meeting
when the matter was first considered;

• The May 5, 2025 Council minutes when Council made its decision; and,
• Development Services Department report numbers DSD-2025-083 and DSD-2025-217

o Zoning By-law Amendment Application No. ZBA25/004/COK/MR

The purpose of the City-initiated Zoning By-law No. 2025-050 which amends Zoning By-law
2019-051 is to bring select properties adjacent to Protected Major Transit Station Areas in the
Growing Together East study area into Zoning By-law 2019-051, and by applying comparable
zones with the existing zoning currently in effect.

The effect of the City-initiated Zoning By-law Amendments will implement an updated zoning
framework for lands previous situated within select properties adjacent to Protected Major
Transit Station Areas in the Growing Together East study area, consistent with the framework
applied across most of the City. The updated zoning framework will largely reflect existing
development and built form permissions.

If you require further information, please contact Elyssa Pompa, Planner (Policy) (519)783-
8943 in the Planning and Housing Policy Division of the Development Services Department.

TAKE NOTICE that, in accordance with Section 34 (19) of the Planning Act only the following
may appeal this decision:

1) The applicant,
2) The Minister,
3) A specified person (as defined in section 1(1) of the Planning Act) who, before the by-
law was passed made oral submissions at a public meeting or written submissions to
Council; or,

4) A public body (as defined in section 1(1) of the Planning Act) that, before the by-law was
passed, made oral submissions at a public meeting or written submissions to Council.

Those with the statutory appeal rights as listed abovemay appeal to the Ontario Land Tribunal
in respect to the by-law by filing with the Clerk of the Corporation of the City of Kitchener
not later than 5:00 p.m. on the 9th day of June, 2025, a Notice of Appeal setting out the
objection to the by-law and the reasons in support of the objection, accompanied by the fee
prescribed under the Ontario Land TribunalAct ($1,100.00; cheques payable to theMinister
of Finance). An appellant may request a reduction of the filing fee to $400.00, if the Appellant is
a private citizen or eligible community group. The request for a reduction in fee must be made
at the time of filing the appeal.

i. Only individuals, corporations and public bodies may appeal a By-law to the
Ontario Land Tribunal. A Notice of Appeal may not be filed by an unincorporated
association or group. However, a Notice of Appeal may be filed in the name of an
individual who is a member of the association or the group on its behalf.

ii. No person or public body shall be added as a party to the hearing of the appeal
unless, before the by-law was passed, the person or public body made oral
submissions at a public meeting or written submissions to the council or, in the
opinion of the Ontario Land Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to add the
person or public body as a party.

For further information on the appeals process, access to the appeal forms and fee reduction
form, please visit the OLT website at https://olt.gov.on.ca/.
By-law No. 2025-050 will not come into effect until Official PlanAmendment No. 62 to the City’s
Official Plan is approved by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.

The complete by-law can be viewed by contacting my office at 519-741-2203 from Monday to
Friday between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Holidays excepted).

DATED at the City of Kitchener this Tuesday May 20, 2025.

A. Fusco
Director of Legislated Services & City Clerk

Application in conjunction with: OPA24/010/COK/MR & ZBA24/020/COK/MR

MONTREAL Last fall, as archeol-
ogist Yves Chrétien was supervising
a team digging at the site of a future
hockey rink northeast of Montreal,
a mini excavator unearthed pieces
of cut stone.

Formed under an ancient sea, the
stones bore marks made by Indige-
nous people somewhere between
6,150 and 8,200 years ago. The dis-
covery, found below the site of a
former Shell distribution centre
and 18th and 19th century farms,
could help shed light on the region’s
little-known prehistoric period.

In a recent interview, Chrétien
said the stones discovered at the
future rink in Sorel-Tracy, Que.,
were excavated from an ancient
marine sediment — the stratified
layers of which allowed him to cal-
culate the approximate period they
came from.

“Right away, I understood that
something was happening that
wasn’t very usual,” he said. “It was
something special.”

Other prehistoric sites have been
discovered in the area, but most
don’t date back further than 4,500
years. “What I discovered is older
than that, and these are sites that
are very rare and very little known,
which makes it important to prop-
erly document,” he said.

From just a few pieces of cut stone,
Chrétien says it’s possible to recon-
struct a story.

The site, he said, was once covered
by a vast body of salt water called
the Champlain Sea. As its waters
receded a little over 8,000 years ago,
people were able to walk the shore-
line. The impact marks in the
stones, Chrétien said, likely indi-
cate where people tested the rock
for possible use as tools.

“We probably had people walking,
circulating at the edge of the river
and, once they discovered a block of

stone, tested it to see if it lent itself
well to the making of tools,” he said.

The archeologist said he didn’t
find any completed tools — possibly
because the stone wasn’t good
enough quality — or indication of a
camp or settlement. Nevertheless,
he said, discoveries from that era
can help researchers learn more
about how people lived in that peri-
od, and about the materials they
used and the source of those mate-
rials.

“Each new piece of information
we collect adds to the knowledge of
that era, which is very little known,
so every new element is a plus,” he
said.

In a statement, the City of Sorel-
Tracy said more digging is under-
way and that the skating rink con-
struction will begin once that fin-
ishes in the coming weeks. The city
noted that other important arti-
facts have been found on its territo-
ry in the past, including other pre-
historic objects, an ancient military
camp and objects linked to the 1787
visit of William Henry, a future En-
glish king.

Chrétien said the dig has also
turned up other artifacts, including
pieces of ceramic, clay pipes and
bottle pieces dating from 18th-cen-
tury farms.

As exciting as all the findings are,
he still dreams of excavating a “di-
agnostic object” that can be tied
conclusively to a specific date or a
narrow historical period. While his
hopes had initially been raised that
he had found a spot that could be
used for carbon dating, that now
appears less promising.

He’ll keep looking “up to the last
minute,” he said.

Chrétien said all the objects that
are found will be cleaned, analyzed
and eventually turned over to
Sorel-Tracy, which could choose to
exhibit them.
THE CANADIAN PRESS

Prehistoric artifacts
found near Montreal
M O R G A N LOW R I E 

SCARBOROUGH, MAINE A van-
ishing species of whale gave birth to
few babies this birthing season, rais-
ing alarms among scientists and
conservationists who fear the ani-
mal could go extinct.

The whale is the North Atlantic
right whale, which numbers only
about 370 and has declined in pop-
ulation in recent years. The whales
give birth to calves off the southeast-
ern United States from mid-No-
vember to mid-April, and federal
authorities have said they need to
have at least 50 calves per season to
start recovering.

The whales didn’t come anywhere
near that number this year. The cal-
ving season produced only 11 moth-
er-calf pairs, scientists with the New
England Aquarium in Boston said.

The lack of baby whales under-
scores the need for protection of the
whales, conservationists said Mon-
day. The whales are vulnerable to
entanglement in marine fishing
gear and collisions with large ships.

“They’re also reproducing more

slowly than they used to,” said the
International Fund for Animal Wel-
fare in its calving season report card.
“This is likely due to stress from
entanglements, navigation among
busy maritime traffic, increasing
ocean noise and the changing distri-
bution of their food sources.”

The calving season did have some
bright spots. Several females gave
birth for the first time, and that gives
hope for the future, the aquarium
said in a statement. The whale pop-
ulation only has about 70 reproduc-
tive females left.

“With past calf counts ranging
from 39 to zero, we never know how
any calving season will unfold.
While the calf count is relatively low
this year, I am encouraged by four
new mothers being added to the re-
productive pool,” said Philip Hamil-
ton, senior scientist in the Aquar-
ium’s Anderson Cabot Center for
Ocean Life.

The whales were heavily exploited
during the era of commercial whal-
ing. They’ve been protected for dec-
ades, but have been slow to recover.
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A North Atlantic right whale feeds on the surface of Cape Cod Bay off the coast of
Plymouth, Mass. Only about 370 of this species are left, and it has declined in
population in recent years.

MICHAEL DWYER/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO

Endangered whales gave
birth to few babies this year 
PAT R I C K W H I T T L E Scientists

fear 
the North
Atlantic right
whale could
go extinct.
The calving
season
produced
only 11
mother-calf
pairs. 
The lack 
of baby
whales
underscores
the need 
for protection 
of the whales

Amanda Fusco 
Director of Legislated Services & City Clerk 
City Hall, P.O. Box 1118 
200 King Street West 
Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4G7
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