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IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT 
R.S.O. 1990 CHAPTER 0.18 AND 

' 

To:  
69 Spadina Road 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5R 1W7 

69-71 SPADINAROAD 
CII'Y OF 'l'ORONTO, PROVINCE ·OF ONTARIO 

NOTICE OF PASSING OF BY-LAW 

Ontario Heritage Foundation 
I O Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSC 1J3 

Take notice that the Council of the City of Toronto has passed By-law No. 679-2001 to designate 
69-71 Spadina Road as being of architectural and historical value or interest. 

Dated at Toronto this 13th day of August, 2001. 

' 

Jeffrey A. Abrams 
Acting City Clerk 

? . 
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Authority: Toronto East Yorlc Coxxununity Cot1ncil Report No. 6, Clause No. 49, 
as adopted by City of Toran.to Cot1ncil on .Tuly 24, 25 and 26, 2001 

Enacted by Council: July 26, 2001 

CITY OF TORONTO 

:BY-i..AW No. 679-2001 

To design.ate the property at 69-71 Spadina Road (Arthur :Boswell Houses) as being of 
arclt.itectural and historical value or interest. 

WHEREAS authority was granted by Cotti:icil to design.ate the property at 69-71 Spadi:i.1a Road 
(Art11ur Bos"vell Houses) as being of arohitectural and J1istorical value or iJ.1.terest; an.cl 

WHEREA.S the 011tario Heritage Act autl1orizes the Council. of a municipality to enact by-la"vs to 
designate real property, inclttding all the buildings and. structures tl1ereon, to be of histori.cal or 
architectural val.ue or interest; and 

WI-IEREAS the Council of the City of Toronto has caused to be served ttpon th.e owners of the land 
and premi.ses known as 69-71 Spadina Road al1d upon the On.tario Heritage Fou11dation, Notice of 
Intention to designate the property and has caused tl,e Notice of Inten.tiOlJ to be published. in a 
news.paper baving a. general. circulation in the municipality as required by the On.ta,·io Heritage Act; 
a11d 

• 

WfIEREAS the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule ''A'' to this by-law; and 

• 
WHEREAS 1Jo noti.ce of objection. to tl1e proposed designation. was served upon tl1e Clerk of the 
mttnicjpality. 

The Cou11cil of the City of Toronto }IEREBY ENACTS as follows: 

1. Tl1e property at 69-71 Spadina Road, more particularly d.escribed i11. Scbedu.le ''B'' ai1d sl10\m 
on Schedule ••c>1 attached to this by-law, is designated as bei11g of architectural. and hi.storical. 
value or interest. 

2. The City Sol.ici.tor is authorized to cause a co.py ofth.is by-law to be registered against tl1e 
property described in Schedule ''B'' to this by-law in tl1.e proper Land Registl-y Office. 

3. The City Clerk is autl101ized to cause a copy of thi.s by-Jaw to be served upon the ow11ers of 
the property at 69-71 Spadina Road and t1pon th.e Ontario Heritage Foundatio~1 and. to cause 
notice of this by-la\V to be published ill a newspaper l1aving general circulation itl t11e City 
of Toronto as required by th.e 012ta1·io l{eritage A.et. 

ENACTED. 

CASEOOTES, 
/1,. 

' 

PASSED tl1is 26th day of July, A.D. 2001. 

··- .. 

$0!\Q... , • 

DATE:._ 

• 

JEFFREY A. ABRAMS, 
.Ai.cting City Clerk 

• 
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City of Toronto By-law No. 679-2001 

SCIIEDULE ''A'' . 
HERITAGE PROPERTI:' REPORT 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report is the ''Long Statement ofReaso.ns for Desi.gi:iation'' for the designation of the properties 
at 69 and 71 Spadina Road (Artl1ttr Boswell HotISes) under Part JV of the On.ta,·io lie,·itage Act . . It 
contains tl1e Heritage Property Profile, as well as sections on. the Iiistorical Occupancy, Architectural 
Description and Significance of th.e property. Tl1e i11.troduction, below, fonns th.e ''Sl1ort Statem.en.t 
of Reaso11s for Dcsignatio11'', intended for publication. 

The properties at 69 and 71 S_padina Road (Arthur Boswell I-3:ouses) are recommended for 
desigi.1atjon for architectural and historical reasons. The semi-detached houses were constru.ctcd in 
1894 for Arthur Boswell, Mayor ofToro11to in 1883-1884, who resided at 69 Spadi.naRoad u11tiJ Ji.is 
death in 1925. Toronto architect F. H. Herbert designed the houses. 

The Artl1ur Boswell Houses display eletnents of the Queen Anne style. Above a 1.·ough sandsto11e 
base) the red bri.ck wal.Js at·e trimmed witl1 red sandstone band courses and. gp.oins. A cross-gable 
roof witl1 extended caves and modillion blocks, enclosed gables witl1 sl1in.gled cl.adding, brick 
chimneys and donners covers the 2 Yi-storey asymmetrical plan. 

On th.e principal (west) fa9ade: the houses are designed as mirror images with roun.d, rottt1d-archecl 
and flat-headed win.dow openings, comer turrets with tent roofs, and round-arched entrance porches 
with half-gable roofs. The house at 71 Spadtna Road retains its peri.od wood door and multi-pa11ed 
glass insert. The side (n.orth and south) and rear (east) elevations have flat-l1eaded openings, wi.tl1. 
oriel, bay a11d tri.partite windows on tl1e 11orth and. south wall.s. 

The Arthur Bos\vell Houses are well-designed examples of the Queen Ann.e style as i11terprcted by 
a noted To.ronto architect. Historically associated with a fonner Mayor of Toronto, the properti.es· 
at 69 and 71 Spadina R.oad. are important features of the West Annex neighbottrl1ood. 

• 
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City of Toronto By-law No. 679-2001 

1.1 HERITAGE PROPERTY PROFILE 

ARTHUR BOSWELL HOUSES 

ADDRESS: 

\VARD: 

'NEIGHBOURI·IOOD/COMMUNITY: 
. I-IISTORlCAL NAME: 

CONST.RUCTION DATE: 
ORIGINAL O\VNER: 
ORIGINAL USE: 
CURRENT USE: * 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER/CRAFTSMAN: 
ARCH:ITECTURAL STYLE: 
DESIGN/CONSTRUCTION: 

• 

ALTBR..\TIONS: 

• 

rlEIUTAGE CATEGORY: 

RECORDER: 
REPORT DATE: 

69 aod 71 Spadi.na. Road ( east side of Spadina Road, nort.h 
of Lowt·I1er A v·enue) 
20 
West Annex 
A.rthur Bos\vell. Houses 
1894 
Arthur Boswell 
Residential. ( sei.nj-detached houses) 
ResidentiaJ. (multiple-unit hot1ses) (* th.is does 11ot i'efe1' to 
pe1·111.itted use(s) defi,ied by tlte Zoni11g BJJ-/a,,;J 
F. H. Herbert 

• 

Queen Anne 
Red brick construction v.1ith brick and sa11dstone tri.m 

No. 69: original door replaced; south entral1ce arch 
altered; south gable altered and win.dew added; wi.11dows 
on south wall altered ; fire escapes added to south and 
cast walls; interior di.vided jnto apa1 tr11ent units 
No. 71: ad.dition on north wall; balcony added on east 
wall; rear en.trance on east wall altered; window ad.ded i11 

east ga.bl.e; fire escape add.ed to north wall; i11terior 
divided into apart11.1ent units 
CategoryB 
Ka Anderson, Heritage Preservation Services 
October 2000 

• 
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City of Toronto By-law No. 679-2001 . 

2.0 HISTORICAL OCCUPANCY AND SIGNPICANCE: • 

2.1 WEST ANNEX 

At the end of the 18th. ce1.1tury1 the area north of the To\vn of York was subdivided and awarded to 
offi.cials associated ,vith the provjncial gove1mncnt and v..'ith the military. Th.e la11ds between 
present-day Qt1een and Bloor Streets were divided into a series of nan·ow park lots, wh1J.e th.e 
portions of York Townsl1.ip north of Bloor Street were surveyed into 200-acre fann Jots. William 
Wi.llcocks received. Park Lot 15 and the adjacent Fann Lot 24 to the Jlortl1.. Wi.11.co.cks ser·ved as the 
Mayor of Cork, IreJ.and, before immigrating to Yorlc on the advice of his cot1sin, Peter Russell, th.c 
Receiver General of the Province of Upper Canada. William's son-in-law, Dr. Wi.lliru:11. Wa1Ten 
Baldwin, inherited the WiJ.lcocks property in 1813. Dr. Bald\vin was a lawyer a.11d th.e first 
:o.on-1nilitary doctor in York. As a self-taught architect, Dr. Baldwin desi.gned a country house 11am.ed 
''Spadina'' on Fann Lot 24. By 1820, the Baldwin fa.mi.1.y inl1erited Park Lot 14 fTom. the Russell 
family. The Bald.~in lands were left to Dr. Baldwin's eldest son, Robert, in J.844. After the deatl1 
of Robert Baldwin, l1is son, William Willcocks Baldwin, bega11. subdividing tl1e estate. 

The Baldwin family laid ottt Spadina Avenue across Park Lot 15 in the 1830s as the priJ1cipal access 
to tlieir estate. In 1875, Spadina Avenue was exte11ded. nortl1 of Bloor Street West as Spadina Road. 
Developer Simeon He1.nan Ja11es acquired the Baldwin lands and completed 11,e c1.1n·ent sti·eet pattern. 
Following the annexatio11. oftl1e former Baldwin lands by the City of Toronto in.1887, the area was 
11.a1ned ''t11.e Annex''. The portion oentered. between Spadina Road and Brunswick Ave:ou.e becarne 
ki1own as the West Annex. 

2.2 ART BOSWELL HOUSES 

In June 1894, Artl1ur Radcliffe Boswell applied for a building pe1·1nl.t to constroct a pair of 
semi-detached. dwellings on Spadina Road north ofLo,vther Avenue. Th.e l1ouses were completed 
that year and Boswell. occupied the portion at 69 Spadina Road. In 1895, Diana Cal.dwell, tl1e widow 

• 

of Boyd Cald.wcll, began. a long-.tenn resi.dency at 71 Spadina Road .. 
• 

Born in Cobourg, Ontario, in 1838, Artl1ur Bos,vell was educated at Upper Canada College and tl1e 
Royal Military School in Toro.nto. A practicing lawyer, i11 1877 Boswell entered politics as th.e 
alden11an for St. George's Ward, a position he held almost co11tinuously until 1882. The next year, 
Boswell was elected the mayor of Toron.to by a .five-vote margin. He was accl.aimcd as 111ayor in 
1884 and chose not to seek re-election afterward. Dttri.ng h.is tenure as mayor, tl1e City of Toronto 
absorbed Yorkville in the first of a series of annexations by tl1e larger m11n.icipality. After retun1ing 
to his law practice in 1885, Boswell served as a trustee of the Toronto General Hospital, Cl1ai11na11 
of the Toronto Public Library, and Cornm.odore oftb.e Royal Canadia11 Yacb.t Clu.b. 

Arthur Boswell resided at 69 Spadina Road until his death in 1925. Later that year his widow, 
Ella Boswell, sold the property to Alfred Cat1l.field, a physiciru.1. TJ1e properties at 69 and 
71 Spadina Road. \v·ere added to the City ofToro1Jto Inventory of Heritage Properties i.n 1974. 
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City of Toronto By-J.a.w No. 679-2001 

2.3 HISTORlCAL SIGN1FICANCE 

The properties at 69 and 71 Spadina Road are historically significant as the reside11.ce of Arthur 
Boswell, a former mayor of Toronto. The Arthur Boswell Houses are associated wi.th. tl1.e 
development of the West Annex neighbourhood. 

3.0 ARCHITECT L DESCRIPTION AND SIGNIFICANCE: 

3. l. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE 

The Artl1.ur Bos,vell Hou.ses are desi.gned i11 tl1e Queen Anne styl.e favomed for residen.t1a1 design 
at the close of tl1e 19t11 century. Richard No11nan Sl1aw (l 831-1912) and hi.s associates i11 Britain 
based the style on l 6th and l 7th cen.tury prototypes. Medieval features, particularly asymmetrical. 
plaps, comer towers, projecting ,vings, \i'aried window types and complicated roofl.i11es, \Vel·e 1nixed 
with Classical motifs empl.oying a variety of-cladding ntaterial.s. 

3.2 ARCHITECT, BUILDER O.R CRAFTSMAN 

Toronto architect F. H. Herbert. desigi1ed the semi-detached houses at 69 and 71 Spadina Avenue. 
Frederick H. Herbert immigrated to Canada from Bath, EngJan.d i11 1.890. While Herbert enjoyed 
a varied architectural practice, l1e was best knowu for the elaborate residences 11.e designed a1011g 

• 

Jarvis Street and i.n tl1e F.orest Hill and Annex (East an.d West) neigl1bou1·l1.oods. According to tJ.1e 
February· 1897 issue of the Ca1iadian A1·chitect a11d Builde1·, ''Herbert has contributed very largely 
during tl1e past year to t1Je domestic arcb.itecture of that largely bui.lt-tlp sectio11 sit11ated north. of 
Bloor Street and kno\Vll as ''the annex.">' 

F. H. Herbert was well-versed in Queen Ann.e design. Following his completi.on of the Arthur 
Boswell Houses, Herbert recei.ved co1nmissj.ons for the Cl1.arles Fellows Hotise (completed 1898) 
at 81 Walmer Road and the Mary Davies House (1898) at 20 Elm Avenue. His plans for tl1e 
John. A. McKee House at 53 Walmer Road bear a resemblance to the se\ni-detached 11.ouses at 

• 

69-71 Spadina Road with tl1e inclusion of a tent·roofed comer to,ver. All of the above-noted 
properties are included on the City of Toronto I11ventory of Heritage Pro.I?erties. 

3.3 ARCHITEC CTER: DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 

Th.e Arthur BosweJ.1 Houses rise from a rougl1. sandstone base where red b1ick wa.lls are tri111med 
with sandstone bau.d co1.1rses and keysto11es. The asymmetrical. pla11 rises 2¥,. stories beneath a cross­
gable roof,vith extended eaves, modillion bloclcs and tlJree chimneys. On all four cle'\,ations) the 
gable ends of the roof are enclosed a1:i.d fi.lled ,,,.ith shingled cladding (tl1e sl1ingles ha.ve been 
removed fro1n the south gable on 69 Spadina Road). Tl:i.e west, north and south gables display 1·ot111d 
windows, with the original glass surviving in the south opening. The west gable con.tains an 
extended donner \li.,indow wl1ere a tent-roofed opening is flanked by flat-headed win.dews. The .u.orth 
and south slopes of this gable have shed-roe.fed dor:xners . 

On th.e principal (west) fa9ade, the h.ouses are designed as mi.rror i1nages. A brick pier witl1. stoi:i.e. 
corbels divides tb.e wall iJ.1to two parts. Tl1.e pier is flanked by single flat-11.eaded wmdow ope11ings 
with san.dsto11e l.intels in the first storey and by rou11d-arcl1ed window openings witl1 keystones in. 

• 
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City of Toronto By-law No. 679-200l 

tl1.e second floor. The patten1 and detailing of the wind.ow openings is repeated in tl10 comer ttmets 
with tent roofs that extend. above the main roofline. TI1e turrets incorporate carved. sa,ndstone 
mascarons and stylized vine motifs. Tl1e ei.1.trances to the houses are fou11d at the south. (No. 69) and 
north (No. 71) ends of the west fayade. Enclosed brick porch.es feature hal.f-gable roofs an.d 1·ou11d­
arched openings with stone keystones. The l1011se at 71 Spadina Road retains its pan.el.led wood door 
with a lnulti.-paned glass insert. Rot1nd wjndow openings su11noun.t tl1.e porcl1.es. 

Windows on the side (north and soutl1) and tear ( east) walls are placed according to th.e interior pl.a11s 
of the hot1ses. Flat-l1eaded ,,1i.ndow openings clisplay sto11e Jjntels an.d sills. Each. s1.de elevation has 
a tripartite stairhall window (\vith. stained glass in No. 71), a two-storey IJay window and an. oriel 
window. 

3.4 ARCHITEC L SIGNIFICANCE 

Tl1e Arthur Boswell Hotises are good. examples oftl1.e Qt1een A11ne style with. ori.ginal and in.tricately 
detailed. d.esign elements. The arcl1itect, F. l1. J:lerbert, known for his higl1.-q11ality residential 
co1runissions, made a signitican.t contribution to Toronto architect11re. Tl1e houses retain most of tl1e 
original integrity of materials and design. elen1ents. 

4.0 CONTEXT 

4.1 CONTEXT AND SETTING 

The Arthur Boswell Houses arc located on the east side of Spadina R.oad, 11orth of Lowther Avenue. 
The houses share their two-storey J1eigl1t al1d setback from the street with the 11eighbot11·ing 
properties. In tl1.l.s block, the semi-detached houses ( elated 1894) at 81 a11.d 83 Spadlna Road, an.d the 
detached house (1899) at 85 Spadina Road are included o.n. the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage 
Properties. 

4.2 CONTEXTUAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The properties at 69 and 71 Spadina Road are contextually importa11t. Tl1e Arthur Bos,vell Hot1Ses 
contribute through tl1eir bu)lt foxrn to the continuity of Spadj_na Road as a residential st.reetscape. 
With theirplace1nent in tl1e block a.nd their conspic11ottS arcl1itectural elements, tl1e Arthur Boswell 
Hot1ses are highly visible buildings in. the West Annex neighbot1rl1ood. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

The;: Artl1ur Boswell I-louses are excelletJt examples of tl1c Quee11 Ann.e style dcsi.gned by a11 
important Toronto arcl1i.tect. Tl1e properti.es at 69 and 71 Spa.dina Road contribute to tl1e late 
19th century residential character of the \Vest Annex ncighbourl1ood. 
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Ci.ty of Toronto By-law No. 679-2001 
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C1.ty of Toronto By·-la.w No. 679-2001 

Designation of premises 69 an.d 71 Spadina Road (Artl1ur Boswell 
Houses) tu1.der Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act 
(\¥ard 20 -Trinity-Spadina) 
Sl 1-H13 

SCHEDULE ''B'' 

In the City of Toronto and Province of Ontario, being co111posed of: 

FIRSTLY: Premises 69 Spadina Road 

PIN 21215-0007 (LT). 

Parcel 63-2, Section M2 . 
• 

Being parts of Lots 63 and 64 on the east side of Spadina Road on Pla11. M-2 registered in the Land 
• 

Registry Office for the Land Titles Division ofMetropoJitat1 Torol1to (No. 66). 

SECONDLY: Premises 71 Spadina Roa.cl 

PIN 21215-0008 (LT). 

Parcel 64-1, Section M2. 

Being par.t of Lot 64 on the east side ofSpadin.a Road on Plan M-2 registered in. the Laud Registry 
Office for the Land Titles Di\1ision of MetTopoJitan Toronto (No. 66). 

The hereinbefore FIRSTLY and SECONDLY described lands being delineated by hca.vy ot1tlin.e on 
Sketcl:i. No. PS-2001.-047 dated .Tuly 12, 2001, as set out in Scl1edt1l.e ''C'' . 
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