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Secretariat 
Christine Archibald 
Toronto and East York Community Council 
City Hall, 121h Floor, West 
100 Queen Street West 
Toronto, Ontario M5H 2N2 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT 
R.S.O. 1990 CHAPTER 0.18 AND 

401 RICHMOND STREET WEST: MACDONALD UFACTURING COMP 
BUILDINGS 

CITY OF TORONTO, PROVINCE OF ONTARIO 

- --· - NOTIC:ird.Fl:NTENTION TO DESIGNATE 

401 Richmond Limited · 
401 Richmond Street West, #111 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5V3A8 

• 

Ontario Heritage Trust 
10 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSC 1J3 

• 

Take notice that Toronto City Council intends to designate the lands and buildings known municipally 
as 401 Richmond Street West under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act . 

• 
Reasons for Desig11ation: 

The property at 401 Richmond Street West is worthy of designation under Part IV of the Ontario 
Heritage Act for its cultural heritage value or interest. The ·complex of forn1er manufacturing 
buildings is situated on the south side of Richmond Street West in the first block east of Spadina 
Avenue. Constructed in five stages between 1899 and 1923 (as illustrated on Goad's fire insurance 
atlases), the buildings were commissioned by the Macdonald Manufacturing Company, .tinware 
lithographers. In 1994, the complex was converted to a cultural centre for artists that has received 
awards for the adaptive reuse of historical buildings. 

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value 

The Macdonald Manufacturing Company Buildings have ~hysical or design value as representative 
examples of an industrial complex from the turn of the 20t century. The site contains a series of 
interconnected buildings and structures that have been embellished. with decorative brick and stone, 
and highlighted by the treatment of the main (west) entrance and the presence of a tower and 
smokestack. 

• 

Contextually, the Macdonald Manufacturing Company Buildings assist in maintaining, defining and 
supporting the historical character of the King-Spadina neighbourhood as it continues to evolve 
with the conversion of former industrial buildings for new uses. To date, over 100 properties 
representing the historical development of the area since the mid 19th century have been included on 
the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties . 
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,, Heritage Attributes 
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The heritage attributes of the Macdonald Manufacturing Company Buildings that relate to its 
cultural heritage value as a representative example of an industrial complex from the tum of the 2oth 
century are found on the exterior walls, flat roof and interiors, consisting of: 

• The organization of the complex with a series of attached buildings for1ning a U-shaped 
plan with an interior courtyard 

• The red brick cladding, apart from brown brick cladding on the rear (south) walls of some 
of the buildings fronting on Richmond Street West 

• The north facades of the three adjoining buildings that extend 39 bays along Richmond 
-Street ·and·1-rse·fot11 · smrres-1tb-ove tars-ea'·oases Wim wf.tR1bw openings~ 1he flat roofliries-with 
corbelled brickwork and <lentils on the west and centre buildings and the stone coping on 
the east building; the large segmental-arched window openings with stone sills, triple brick 
flat arches and, in most cases, 12-over-12 sash windows in the first storey, which are 
reduced in height in the upper three floors; the four entrances containing cargo doors that 
are placed intermittently along"the north facades; the main entrance to the complex, which 
is located on the west wall of the west building in a monumental arched sur·round (the doors 
have been replaced); and, the continuous stone band with corbelled brickwork above that 
links the window openings flanking the west entry 

• The remaining elevations of the complex, where the fenestration is symmetrically placed 
• On the south elevation, the multi-sided tower that overlooks the interior courtyard 
• The open courtyard between the buildings 
• The rooftop garden (an addition following the conversion of the complex to an artists' 

centre) 
• At the south end of the complex, the brick smokestack 
• On the interior, the west lobby (inside the main entrance) with the floors, columns, ceiling 

and doors 

Notice of an objection to the proposed designation may be served on the City Clerk, Attention: Christine 
Archibajd, Admini~trator~ Toron_to ang_ Ea~t York CoJ111nuuity ~CQuuc_il, Toronto City fI~_ll, lO_Q Que~p. 
Street West, 121° Floor, Toronto, Ontano, MSH 2N2, within thirty days of the 9th of March, 2007, which 
is April 10, 2007. The notice must set out the reason(s) for the objection, and all relevant facts. . 

Dated at Toronto this 9th day of March, 2007. 

-

Ulli S. Watkiss 
City Clerk 
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