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SCHEDULE ‘B’

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION

Canadian Register of Historic Places Nomination
William McVean House, 788 North Street, Municipality of Chatham-Kent

*any field that appears in grey is mandatory

Identification
Historic Place Name William McVean House
Other Names # Type: Name:

1 Other

Other 788 North Street

Recognition
Authority: Local Government (ON)
Recognition Type: Municipal Heritage Designation Part IV
Recognition Date: 2011-11-21







Description

Statement of Significance

Description of Historic
Place:

1.e. Description of
Property

Heritage Value:

1.e. Statement of Cultural
Heritage Value or
Interest

Character-Defining
Elements:
i.e. Description of

The William McVean House is located at 788 North Street on the northwest
corner of North Street and Victoria Avenue in the Village of Dresden,
Municipality of Chatham-Kent. The three-storey red-brick residential building
was constructed circa 1901.

Historical or Associative Value:

788 North Street 1s associated with William McVean and the influential
McVean family. It was the last of the three William McVean mansions to be
built in Dresden and reflects the family’s fortune and status in the town, which
spanned two eras.

William’s father, Alexander, arrived in the Dresden area from Kingston in
1870 just before the community became a Village. Alexander had been
involved in politics in Kingston, noted to be a “warm and personal friend™ of
Sir John A. MacDonald. Alexander, new to the area, represented a new kind of
industrialist in Dresden. He moved to the Village with the express intention of
establishing his five sons in the milling trade.

When Alexander arrived, the British American Institute (BAI) grounds, on
which 788 North Street is now located, and additional real estate holdings were
being sold and he was at the forefront of amassing a fortune. By 1879 he had
taken over sole ownership of the Hub and Spoke and Bending Factory. The
factory became a success, and the McVean family dominated Dresden’s
business community for nearly a half-century. They provided the economic
driver for the Village, employing as many as 80 workers year round.

William McVean and his brother Osgoode later took over the Hub and Spoke
Factory and renamed it O & W McVean Co. to reflect their alliance. It
continued to operate until 1927 when it was bought by the Victoria Wheel
Company, which made parts for the Gray buggy company in Chatham —
makers of the Gray-Dort automobile.

William was well-known and liked throughout the community, contributing
through his hobby, which was music. He was an ardent supporter of the
Dresden Community Band, providing them with uniforms and playing in their
concerts at the Jackson Park bandshell and on excursion boats.

The house remained in the McVean family until 1978 when Helen McVean

sold it to | here are still numerous McVean

descendents living in Dresden today.

Design or Physical Value:

The William McVean House is a good example of the Queen Anne style of
architecture with an eclectic mix of elements reminiscent of Edwardian
Classicism. The structure displays a high degree of craftsmanship and a great
deal of variety and detail. This style is the zenith of 19" century picturesque.
and was created by R.N. Shaw in England. It spread through Canada via
American architectural magazines.

The structure’s complex massing and eclectic details typify the style, as does
its silhouette with both hipped and gabled roofs. Of note are the brackets, and
“fan” motif decorative elements. There are a variety of windows, some half-
round with transom and slightly segmentally arched, as well as projecting
polygonal bays. Always maintained as a single family home, it’s original
features are largely present.

Contextual Value:

Located at 788 North Street, the Willlam McVean House is sited in one of
Dresden’s most eclectic neighbourhoods, comprised of recreational, industrial,
residential and institutional uses. The area represents a time when the Village
was moving away from the river and developing into a modern industrial town.
788 North Street is just one of a number of the more prominent homes in the
Village that represent the wealth generated by the McVean family.

Sources:
Building Heritage. A Guide to Historical Houses of Dresden, Ontario, 2004.

Municipality of Chatham-Kent Land Registry Records
Stepping Back in Time: Along the Trillium Trail in Dresden,2003.

Well-Preserved, 1992.
Exterior character defining elements that contribute to the value of the William

McVean House include its:
- three-storey red-brick exterior














