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IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT
tt'',,r,:r, rlrTi$ R.S.O. 1990 CHAPTER 0.1g AND

317 ADELAIDE STREET WEST (COMMODORE BUILDING)
CITY OF TORONTO. PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DESIGNATE

Max and Greta Holdings Ontario Heritage Trust
c/o Capital Buildings 10 Adelaide Street East
366 Adelaide Street West, Suite 605 Toronto, Ontario
Toronto, Ontario M5C 1.I3

M5V 1P9

Martin Glick
Edward Glick
David Glick
317 Adelaide Street West
Tolonto, Ontario
M5V 1P9

317 Adelaide Street West
Take notice that Tolonto City Councii intends to designate the lands and buildings known
nrunicipally as 317 Adelaide Stleet West (Commodore Building) under Part IV, Section 29 of the
Ontario Heritage Act.

Re:rsons for Designation

Description
Tlre property at 317 Adelaide Street West is worthy of designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the
Ontario Fleritage Act fol its cultural helitage value, and meets the criteria for municipal designation
presclibed by the Province of Ontario undel the three categories of design, associative and
contextual values. Located on the southeast corner of Adelaide Street West and Peter Street, the
Commodore Building (1929) is a ten-storey warehouse that was listed on the City of Tofonto
Inventorv of I{eritaee Properties in 2005.
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Statemcnt of Cultural Fleritage Value
From a design perspective, the Commodole Building is valued as a weli-cla1'ted ezrrly 20th century
warehouse that is distinguished by its Art Deco detailing. The promincnl towel that is vier,ved ll'onr
many vantage points in the I(ng-Spadina neighbourhood is a highligl-rt of its desigrr.

The Comrnoclore Building stands out as palt of the impressive portfolio of iarge-scale warehouses
in the l(ing-Spadina neighbourhood cledited to Toronto architect Benjamin Brown, including the
landrrark Tower Building and Balfour Building on Spadina Avenue. I-Iistorically signi ficant as the

lii'st placticing Jewish architect in -folonto, Brown was the well-regalded designel of l(ensingtgn
Merrl<et's BethJacob Synagogue (1922), one of the largest synagoglres in Toronto, and the famous
Starrdard Theatre (1921), Canada's fir'st purpose-built Yiddish theatre on Spadina Avenue.

Contextually, the Commodole Building sr-qtports the chalacter of I(ing-Spadina, r,vhicir deve loped
after' 1 904 as Tolonto's rnanul'acturing district. As one of the largest warehouses irr the are a, the
Commodore Br,rilding is signilicant as a higlrly visible mernber o1'a snbstantial collection of ealiy
20th century industlial buildings that gives the I(ng and Spadina cross-roads and the adjoining
neighbor,rrhood its distinctive character'.

-flie Corlrnoclore Br-rilcling is valuecl fbl its historical ancl visual linl<s to its surrounciings in llrc
I(ing-Spadina neighbourhood. Anchoring a corner lot on Adelaicle Str:eet West, east o1'Spadinzr
Avenue it stands out in a stleetscape of ear-ly 20'" century walehor:ses, rrany of which ale
leco gniz<:d l"reritage propelties.

Hcritage Attributes
n The bLrilding known histolically as the Commodore Building

" 'fhe placement and setback of the building at the southr,vest corneL of Adelaicle Street West and
J)etel Strect

o TI-re scale, form and mzrssing on a 10-stoley lectangular-shaped plan

" The matelials, with buff brick and stone cladding and trim
o On the principai (nortir) fagade on Adelaide Street West, the stone-clad base with the rnain

entrance
o 'fhe nolth ently, rvirich is symmetrically placed in a two-storey lor:nd-ar:ched sr-rrrouncl with

buttresses and reed n-roulding
n 'fhe Ar"t Deco detailing above the nolth entLance, with floral motils and a nauleplate reading

"Cor-nmodore Building"
o On the north taEacie and west elevation on Petel Street, the large window opcnings in thc llrst

floor'(some of the openings have been altered) and the pailed flat-headed window operrings in
tire second storey, which are sepalated by buttresses beneath a ftieze

r On the nofth and west eievations, the r-rpper'-storey windows, which are divided horizontally by
recessed panels and vertically by piers and pilasters of valied widths

. The decorative elements on the north and r,vest elevations, with the rib-lilce buttlesses thert
extend to the tenth flool and ter-minate in stylized creneiles along the flat rool'line

e Extendirrg above the nolth fagade, the central tower

" The lenestlation on the east and south elevations
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o On the interior, the lobby inside the north entrance with the coloured cofFered ceiling with
mouldings

Fur.ther information respecting the proposed designation is available for viewing from the City '

Clerk's Office.

Notice of an objection to the proposed designation may be served on the City Clerk, Attention:
Rosalind Dyers, Administrator, Toronto and East York Community Council, Toronto City Hall, 100

Queen Street West, 2nd Floor, Toronto, Ontario, M5H 2N2, within thirty days ofNovember2T;
2013, which is December 27,2013. The notice of objection must set out the reason(s) for the
objection, and all relevant facts.

Dated at Toronto this 27thday ofNovember, 201,3.

vr\r&,y"


