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J. ROBERT GERRIE, A.M.C.T.<A>. B.A. 
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TOWN HALL 

DUNDAS, ONTARIO L9H 2P8 

TELEPHONE 628·6327 

TOWN OF DUNDAS 
ONTARIO 

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY TOWN CLERK 

The Ontario Heritage Foundation, 
77 Bloor St. Vl. , 
Toronto, Ontario. 
lv'i7 A 2R9 

December 22n, 1980. 

Dear Sir: SUBJEC'f; Designation of 43 Cross Street under 
The Ontario Heritage Act. 

Our File~ 10.08.05 

Please be advised that it is the intention of the To\\fl of Dundas to 
designate the above mentioned property under The Ontario Heritage Act. 

Pursuant to The Ontario Heritage Act the Notice of Intention to Designate 
will be placed in our local newspaper for its issue of December 24th, 1980 and 
two consecutive \Vednesdays thereafter. For your information please find attached 
a copy of this advertisement. 

JRG:l t 

Yours truly, 

• 

J. Robert Gerrie, A.M.c.T. 
Deputy Town Clerk. 
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IN THE I..\ATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE Ac:r, 1974 S.O. CHAPTER l22s 

At~D IN 1·HE l,iATIER OF THE LAND AND PR5\1ISES AT THE FOLLO~~ING LOCATION 
• 

ANO l,1UN.ICIPAL ADLJRESS IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO, 
• 

• NOTICE OF ll~TENTIO~ ro DESI~ATE 

Take notice thut the Council of the Corporation of tha Tor.n of D\~ndas 
intends to do~ignata property including lands dnd builJing exterior at the 
folloi;ing location anti municipal aJl.ir\355 being property of architectural ciratl 
historicc:11 Vdlu0 or interest pursuant to Part IV of the Ontario Heritage A~;t, 
1974, s.o. ChJµter 122. 

PROPERfY PROPOSED FOR DESI~ATION 

(y) 43 CROSS STREET 

REASONS FOfi THS PROPOSED DESIGlATIOt~ 

HISTORICAL SIGlIFICANCE 

4.3 Cro:..s Str~at has ono of the most interesting stories behind i 1;. of any 
DunJaa homo. As \'Ji th nK>Gt st<;>ries it has one main charucter who \,as very im.,.>ortunt 
to thi:.-; ·i·oi~n. Thio mdn is G..:orge Rolph. George Rolph CJme to .uundas in 1816 un<.1 
by lU22 ha \vas the oecond la~ast lanJo\.ner in tov.n. In that year ha built his 
nom~, a log house, and a log Qffice behind it. The original log structure nas 
peen aJdod to by Rolph anJ other o~.ners to craate the present day 43 Cross. Originally, 
the house stood in the middle of Cross St. but \'Jas later moved to its present 
location. Because of the many changes, the house has a very unusual interior 
compoo&J of three sections. On th~ upper floor and tho kitchen old \-.ooden beums 
from a barn can still be seen. Each of the three sectio~s has a soparate stairca~e, 
ti·JO of \-:hich wind and ti"ist in a curious manner. 

G~rge Rolph too has an interesting history. He was born in England anJ 
Cuml3 to DunJas to prc1ctice la\V. Throughout his life in this to'l.n, Rolph \•Jas nover 
i1J...eu by follO\V ci tlzens becauGe ha al~1ays secm1Jd to look do~·.n on tho1,1 v,i th contur.-,pt. 
ln Juno of lU26 the fru:,trations of the to~.nsp~ople broke loose and a group of 
·fory Purty r,1cmbt1rs enter'3d his home and tarred dnd fedtherod him in his ba~iam1jnt. 
!.sut Rolph nov\)r t;eum\:IJ to rvJ)ent. Ho built hug.a entrance gateo for his hor;rl, 
planning to rival tho hor.,e of a political adversary, Allan f,1cNab. Ironical;Ly, 
the 9.:1tei:; \'iara as far as Rolpq' s mansion i•ias over to go. 1'hey noiv guard th,a York 
$t. entrdnce to Dunuurn Castle, the very home Rolph hoped to outdo. 

' 
George Rolph O\-.ned !\is home ur.til 1875 v;hen he was eighty-one. A1t that 

time hio £-on•in-la~·J Or. Att ~·Jalker took possession of it. Dr. VJall,er never lived 
~n the home, but rEJnted it out. He converted 1 t to tv.t1 stories f :rom one an1i c1 

half. 

In later yearo the 1'c,use \'Jas ot.ned by William Makket, a p:rominent Dundas 
.qotelkeep13r \'.ho or.nect the Riley House. 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGl'•IFICANCE • 

The original Gtructure VJaG a log house built on Cross Street in tho 
1820' o. Tho log house \"Jae later rri0ved to its present location and oxtonc:Lvely 
rubuil t. 

The house no\V stands as a rough cast frame t\'X> storey building pnd th0 
present configurdtion is an outstanding example of Ontario vernacular arcl)i tecture. 

Any µerDon may \•,ithin thirty days of the first publication of tl\is notice 
send by regiotere,i mail or deliver to the Clerk of the To1;.n of Dundas not~(ce of 
his or her objection to the proposed designation together VJi th a statemen1~ of the 
r~ason for th1~ objection and all relevant facts. If such notice of objec1;1on is 
received, the Council of the Corporation of the To~·.n of Dundas shall rofa~, the 
matter to the Conservution RevieYJ Board for hearing. 

DATED AT THE roi·~ OF DUNDAS THIS 24TH DAY OF DECE1ABER, 1980 • 

• 

___ .... __ ..... __ ···- -

• 

L. J. t,1IKULICH, A.M.~;.1·., 
CLERK-All,\IN ISTRATOR, 
60 ~!AIN STREET, 
DUND.~S, ONTARIO. 
L9H 2P8 
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