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THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF LONDON 

REGISTERED 

April 27, 1992 

DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY CLERK 
K.W SADLER, CITY CLERK 

Ontario Heritage Foundation 
2nd Floor, 77 Bloor St. W. 
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Re: Designation of the Blackfriars Bridge 
The Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 0.18 

Lt - MAY 19~? 
L":J o-._ 

-~~~=-~----~--------· 

• • • 
• 

--------~-----------· 

.• 

Please find enclosed, a certified copy of By-law No. L.S.P.-3140-106, entitled 
''A by-law to designate the Blackfriars Bridge to be of architectural value'', 
passed by the Municipal Council of The Corporation of the City of London 
on April 21, 1992 and registered as Instrument No. 911189 on April 23, 1992. 

R.J. Tolmie 
Assistant City Clerk 

/ds 

Enc. 

Mary Stephens 
T. Lafrance 
H. Pulver 
R. Cerminara 

300 DUFFERIN AVENUE, P.O. BOX 5035, LONDON. ONTARIO N6A 4L9 
TELEPHONE (519) 661 ·4530 FAX 661-4892 
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By-law No. L.S.P.-31.40-106 

• 

A by-law lo desig11ale tl1e Dl:1ckfriars Bridge lo 
be of arcl1iteclt1r,tl a11d l1islc)ric value. 

WI·IEREAS pt1rsua11t to Tl1e 011t,1riq 1 lerilage Act, R.S.O. 199(), c. 0.18, tl1e 
Cot111cil of a mu11icipalily may by by-law clesig11:1te ;1 pr<>1>erly i11clt1cli11g buil<lj11gs ,t11<l 
structures tl1ereon to be of l1istoric or arc11itectt1r;tl v~1l11e 01· i 11terest; 

• 

AND WI-IEREAS notice of inte11tio11 le> so desig11ate tl1e J>roperty k11ow11 as 
tl1e Blackfriars Bridge wl1icl1 exte11ds over tl1e Nortl1 Drai1cl1 of tl1e l"J1ai11es River l1as bee11 
duly publisl1ed and served and no 11otice of ol,jectio.11 to sucl1 desig11~ttio11 l1as bee11 received; 

TJ1e Mu11icipal Council of Tl1e Cor_pc)ratio11 of tl1e City c>f Lo11do11 e11acts as 
follows: 

1. Tl1ere is dcsig11atcd as bei11g of ,trcl1ilecl11r,tl a11(! l1islc>1·ic v.,ltre or i11terest, tl1e 
real J>roperty wl1icl1 exte11ds over tl1e Nortl1 Br~111cl1 c>f tl1e Tl1.1111es River k11ow11 as tl1e 
13Jackfriars Bridge, 111ore particularly described i11 Scl1edule ''A'' l1e1·cto, for tl1e re.1sc>11s set 
out i11 Scl1ecJu le ''B'' l1erelo. 

2. Tl1e City Clerk is autl1orized to cat1se a CO(>Y of tl1is l>y-law to l>e registered 
t1po11 tl1e title to tl1e property described i11 Sc]1e(lule ''A'' J1erel<> i11 tl1e J>roper u111d Iiegistry 
Office. 

3. Tl1e City Clerk is autl1orized to cause a co11y of tl1is by-1.tw to l>e served 111Jo11 
tl1e owner of Ll1e aforesaid prQperty a11d u1>011 Ll1e 011t;1rio I IeriL,tge f'ou11dali<>11 a11d to cause 
notice of tl1is by-law to be publisl1ed in tl1e Lo11dc)Jl Free Press, and to e11ter tl1e descri1>tio11 
of tl1e .aforesaid property, tl1e nan1e a11d address of its regisler.ed c>w11er, a11d sl1ort reasc>11s 
for its desig11ation in tl1c Register of all prope1·ties (lesig11(1ted u11der 'fl1e 011tario I·Ieritage 
Act, R.S.O. 1990. 

4. TJ1is by-law co111es i11to force 011 tl1e (.f:1y i l is J>,tsse(I. 

PASSED i11 Ope11 Cou11cil on April 21, · < .. 

• 

l•irst re.tdi11g - AJJ1·il 21, 1992 
Seco11cJ reading - AJJril 21, 1992 
Tl1ird readi11g - April 21, 1992 
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<>Sllel I, 

I~. J. 'J'c>.l111ie 
Assista11t City Clerk 
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SCl·IEDULE "A" 

To By-Jaw No. L.S.P.-3140-106 

BJackfriars Road (now known as Blackfriars Street), Registered Pl<ll1 58(W) i11 tl1e City of 
London and County of Middlesex. 

• 

SCIIEDULE "B'' 

To By-law No. L.S.P.-3140-106 

Blackfriars Bridge 

One of London's 1nost cl1erisl1ed land111arks, Bl<lckfriars Britlge l1as t,een a source of 
i11spiratio11 to local artists, writers, pl1otograpl1ers <,nd J1istori<t11s for 111any years, and is 
ide11tified" as a provii1cially significant engineeri11g struclt1re l>y a11 011tario I·Ieritage 
Foundation I·listoric Sites Plaque. 

1-Iistorical Reaso11s 

Tl1e Blackfriars Bridge ranks amo11g Canatla's 111osl sigr1ifica11t st1rviving 19tl1 ce11tury 
engineering structures. It is believed to be tl1e oldest wrougl1t iro11 bridge i11 Nortl1 A111erica 
still t1sed for vel1icular traffic. 

TI1e bridge was bt1ilt by local contractor Isa<tc Crowse wl10 co11st1·ucted rnosl of Lo11do11's 
bridges between 1875 and 1911, as well <lS tl1e d<1111 at SJJri11glJ<111k <111d tl1e first JJrier at Pc,rt 
Sta11ley. 

Arcl1itectural Reasons 
• 

Blackfriars is a fine exa111ple of bowed truss co11slructio11 a11d 011e c>f tl1e few st1cl1 bridges 
left sta11ding i11 Canada. It gracefully extends over tl1e Nc>rtl1 13ra11cl1 of tl1e Tl1a111es River 
a11 unsupported 212 feet, supported by stone fou11c.l~ttio11s 011 eitl1er b<l11k. It is top1>ed by a 
low parabolic cl1ord a11d tl1e suspe11ded roadway gives it a se11se c>f no~tli11g al>ove tl1e river. 
Otl1er disti11ctive features include tl1e pi11 co11nectic>11s, ti111l>er deck, a11d lattice girders. 

It was desigr1ed and fabricated to an A1nericat1 J>r<>totype lJy tl1e Wrot1gl1t Irc,11 Ilri.tlge 
Con1pany of Ca11to11, Ol1io. T11is design was first JJate11letl i11 1870. It W<lS reported tl1at tl1e 
cost of tl1e bridge was $10,000 a11d over 96,000 pou11ds of wrougl1t iro11 l1ave bee11 used i11 
its construction. Wrougl1t iron was cl1osen becat1se it w.1s re11c>w11ed for its excelle11t 
c111alities of strengtl1, n1alleability, a11d resista11ce lo corrosic,11 . 

In continuous use si11ce its co11structio11 ir1 1875, it was tl1e first irc>n bridge i11 Londo11 to 
span tl1e TJ1an1es River. Witl1 a bridge at tl1is loc<1tion si11ce 183 ·1 tl1ere 11.,ve bee11 sever.11 
wooden predecessors to tl1e existing structure, tl1ot1gl1 11011e of ll1ese e<trlier slruct11res were 
able lo witl1stand tl1e severe spring floods. Dissatisfactio11 witl1 tl1is silu<llio11 resulted in tl1e 
decision be tl1e tl1en City Cou11cil to reJJlace a11 earlier Bl<tckfriars 13,·itlge a11cl, by "1889, all 
of tl1e City's wooden bridges witl1 seve11 iro11 structures. Blackfriars is tl1e 011ly re111.1i11i11g 
wrougl1t iro11 bridge i11 Lo11do11. It was for111erly tl1e JJ1·i11cip<tl lJritlge li11kii1g Lo11tlc>11 t<> its 
11ortl1er11 l1i11terla11d. Superseded in use by a l>ridge c>n Ricl1111011d Street, it owes its le11gtl1y 
s11rvival to a relatively low level of traffic vc>l11111e ,,11tl to ,1 recc>g11itic>11 IJy tl1e pul>lic a11d 
Mu11icipal e11gi11eeri11g depart1nent tl1at Blackfri.11·s Ilridge is <l sig11ific,111t exa1111>le of e.1rly 
e11gi11eeri11g lecl111ology. Tl1e bridge was re11ov,1tetl i11 1952, wl1icl1 1·es11lted i11 tl1e l,1·itlge 
l1,tvi11g a sligl1tly l1eavier appeara11ce tl1an it l1,1d <>rigi11ally. 

. . 

Tl1011gl1 ge11erally in good conditio11 various wro11gl1t iron tletails l1,1ve c.leteric>r,1ted over 
tirne. 1'11is is particul,1rly true of tl1e bri<lge's or11,1111e11t,1J cl1,1r;1cteristics sucl1 ,ls tl1e rc,seltes 
,1r1d k11c>l>s wl1icl1 enliven tl1e pcdestria11 bar1·iers. 1'11e c>1·igi11,1I pl,1<111e itle11tifyi11g tl1e 
111a1111facturer l1as rece11lly c.JisapJJe,,red . 
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. S'cl1edule ''B'' (cont'd} 

Co11textual Reasons 

Tl1e gentle curve of Ridout Street ( east side) 0J1 to tl1e britlge ~tug1ne11ts tl1e experie11tial 
c1ualities i11J1erent in the structure includi11g its narr<>W widtl1, tl1e texture of tl1e woode11 
deck, and tl1e streamlined elega11ce of its bowed profile. Tl1ese cl1ar~tcteristics an<.l tl1e steep, 
well-treed riverbanks and parkland create a rural feel i11 lllis dow11tow11 locati<>n . 
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