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OAKVI LLE 

August 6, 1999 

Ontario Heritage Foundation 
77 Bloor Street West, 2nd Floor 
Toronto, ON M7 A 2R9 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Subject: Historical Designation 

Pursuant to Paragraph 29 (6)(a)(ii) of the Ontario Heritage Act, attached is a certified true 
copy of By-law 1999-058, being ''A by-law to designate a portion of the property 
municipally known as 1198 and 1208 Lakeshore Road East as a property of historical, 
architectural and contextual significance. (Ballymena Estate)''. Also enclosed is a copy 
of the staff report to Council which accompanied the by-law. 

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contract 
me at (905) 844-6601, extension 3136. 

Yours truly, 

Pat McPherson 
Committee Assistant 
TOWN OF OAKVILLE 

cc: Ramona Boddington, Heritage Planner, Planning Services Department 

corr/palm/letlera/Ball ymena I 

Town of Oakville 
P. o. Box 310, 1225 Trafalgar Road 
Oakville, Ontario L6J SAG 
Tel. 905-845·6601 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF OAl(VILLE 

BY-LAW NUMBER 1999-058 

A by-law to desig11ate a po1·tio11 of tl1e 
prope1·ty mu11icipally l(11ow11 as 1198 a11d 
1208 Lakesl101·e Road East as a p1·ope1·ty of 
l1isto1·ical, arcl1itectu1·al a11d co11textual 
significance. (Bally1nena Estate) 

THE COUNCIL ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Tl1e po1·tio11 of tl1e p1·operty 111t111icipally l<.11ow11 as 1198 1:111d 1208 Lal<.esl101·e 
Road East n101·e pa1·ticularly desc1·ibed as Pa1·t 1 on a JJia11 oi' 1·ei~1·e11ce 
registe1·ed as 20R-13292, Scl1edule '' A'' to this by-law is l1e1·eby desig11ated as 
a property of l1istorical, architectu1·al a11d co11textual value and i11te1·est 
pursuant to tl1e 011tario I-Ie1·itage Act, R.S.0. 1990, c. 0.18, as a111e11ded, fo1· 
tl1e reasons set out in Scl1edule ''B'' to this by-law. 

PASSED by Cou11cil this 4th 
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day of August , 1999. 
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SCHEDULE ''A'' 
To Town of Oal{ville By-law 1999-058 

The p1·operty mu11icipally lrnown as 1198 Lalcesl1ore Road East a11d 1208 
Lakeshore Road East i11 tl1e Town of Oakville, Regio11al Municipality of I-Ialton, 
and more particularly described as Part Lot 9, Concessio11 4, For111er Tow11ship of 
T1·afalgar, South of Dundas St1·eet, designated as Part l 011 Plan 20R-13292, 
1·egistered in Land Registry Office #20. 
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SCHEDULE ''B'' 
To Town of Oaliville By-law 1999-058 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1198 and 1208 Lakeshore Road East togetl1e1· for111ed an estate of app1·oxi111ately 
eight acres l<now11 as ''Bally1ne11a''. Ballyn1ena was an estate prope1·ty bo1·de1·ed 
on tl1e no1·th by Lakeshore Road and on the soutl1 by Lal<e 011tario. 

Buildings 011 tl1e Property include a gatel1ouse, 111ai11 e11t1·a11ce gates a11d l:e11ce, a11d 
a paddocl< gate a11d fe11ce as sl1ow11 011 Scl1edule ''A''. 1~11ese 'featu1·es of' tl1e 
Prope1·ty have bee11 ide11tified as being of arcl1itectural, l1isto1·ical a11d co11textual 

' 

sig11ificance fo1· tl1e reaso11s set out l1e1·ei11. 

Althougl1 1·efe1·ence is n1ade to Bally111e11a as a11 estate in tl1e 1·easo11s fo1· 
designatio11, this refe1·e11ce is 1nade to explain the significance of tl1e identified 
features and not to i111pose 1·est1·ictions on buildings 01· st1·uctti1·es not 011 tl1e land 
desc1·ibed in Schedule A to this By-law. 

Ballymena was establisl1ed in 1916 by Lieutenant Colonel Willia111 Fletcher Eaton 
as his lal<efro11t estate a11d was ow11ed by Mr. Eaton 01· his wife until 1942. F1·0111 
1947 to 1980, Bally1nena was owned by tl1e Ho11ourable Ray Lawson a11d se1·ved 
as a personal residence during his te1·111 as Lieute11a11t-Governo1· of 011ta1·io a11d tl1e 
latter years of l1is life. Mr. Lawso11's da11ghter, Mrs. I-Ielen Rutl1 I(i11de1·sley 
occupied tl1e gatehouse at 1208 Lakesho1·e Road f1·01n 1947 to 1998, and l1as also 
used the main house from 1980 to 1998. 

II. REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

Tl1e p1·operty exhibits or co11tains eacl1 of tl1e followi11g: 

I. buildings associated with tl1e lives of sig11ifica11t 1ne111be1·s of tl1e co111111u11ity, 
11amely Willia111 Fletche1· Eato11, a11d tl1e I-Io11ou1·able liay Lawso11; 

2. buildings that have played a 1·ole i11 a11 i1npo1·ta11t I1isto1·ic eve11t, 11a111ely a 
pivotal pe1·iod in the develop111ent of Oal<ville tl1rougl1 the develop111e11t of 
Lakesho1·e pa11el-style estates; 

3. buildings that l1ave arcl1itectural significance, value 01· i11terest due to bt1ildi11g 
type, arcl1itectural style or period, or are the worl< of an impo1·ta11t a1·chitect or 
early builde1·; 
and 

4. buildings that have the contextual significance because of tl1eir positio11 as a11 
integral pa1·t of the surrounding st1·eetscape. 
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1. Historical Associatio11s witl1 Significa11t Membe1·s of tl1e Co1n1nu11ity 

(a) William Fletcl1er Eato1i and The Eaton Family 

Bally1nena was established by Willlia1n Fletcher Eaton as his lal(ef1·011t estate in 
1916. 

William Fletcl1e1· Eaton was the eldest su1·viving so11 of Ti111otl1y Eato11, fou11de1· of 
the vast Eato11 retail, 1nanufactu1·i11g and 1·eal estate e111pi1·e. Mrs. Ti111otl1y Eato11, 
Willian1 Fletcl1e1· Eaton's 111otl1er, was a11 owner of' tl1e fo1·111e1· Oal(ville estate of 
Ray111ar. Bally111e11a was 11a111ed afte1· tl1e bi1·tl1pl,1ce ot' 'fi111otl1y Eato11 i11 I1·el,111d. 

William attended Uppe1· Ca11ada College i11 'foro11to. I-le wo1·ked ·to1· a ti111e i11 tl1e 
fan1ily busi11ess in tl1e parcel wrappi11g and sl1ippi11g depa1·tn1e11t. The1·e I1e 111et 
a11d 1narried Nora Cook, daugl1ter o·f a11 Eato11 e111ployee. Willia111 a11d No1·a 
moved to wester11 Canada for several years to fa1·111 and e11gage i11 i11depe11de11t 
business ventu1·es. Eve11tually, Willia111 Fletcl1er Eato11 1·etu1·ned to 011ta1·io to 
n1anage Eaton's textile factories i11 Oshawa a11d I-Ia111ilton. !11 1915, he was 
instru1nental in tl1e establishme11t of a large lmitti11g facto1·y in I-Ian1ilto11. I-le was 
also a 111e1nber of the board of di1·ecto1·s tl1e T. Eaton Co. Li111ited. 

Willia1n Fletcher Eato11 was involved i11 pat1·iotic wo1·l( du1·ing W 01·ld Wai· I, 
holding the ranl( of Majo1· in the Canadia11 Militia, and bei11g appoi11ted Assista11t 
Director of Recruiting for Canada a11d pe1·so11al staff office1· to Si1· Sa111 I-Iughes, 
the Ministe1· of tl1e Militia. I-le was later associated vvitl1 Colo11el G1·eer i11 tl1e 
administration the Military Service Act. I-le eventually rose to tl1e 1·anl( of 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

William Fletche1· Eato11 was involved in the Scot1ti11g n1oven1e11t botl1 locally a11d 
natio11ally. As 1·eside11ts of Oal(ville fo1· 25 yea1·s, tl1e ta111ily was active i11 
con1111u11ity affairs and was 111ost ge11e1·ous i11 ope11i11g tl1ei1· l10111e a11d ga1·de11s fo1· 
cl1a1·itable eve11ts. Mr. Eaton died in 1935. I-Iis wife died i11 1942. 

Willia1n Fletcl1er Eaton is sig11ificant as an ea1·ly 111e111ber of tl1e Eato11 fa111ily, a 
1nan who was actively involved in patriotic activities, as the fou11de1· of 011e of' tl1e 
lakeshore estates in Oakville. All listed buildi11gs and featt11·es are associated vvitl1 
Mr. Eaton. 

(b) Tl1e Honourable Ray Lawso11 and tl1e Lawson Fan1ily 

Following Mrs. Eato111s deatl1 tl1e property was sold to A1·cl1ibald a11d Editl1 At1ld 
wl10 never occupied it. The prope1·ty was vaca11t until pu1·cl1ased in 1947 by tl1e 
Honourable Ray Lawson, followi11g his appointn1ent to tl1e Liet1te11a11t 
Gover11orship of Ontario. 

M1·. Lawson was a partne1· i11 the p1·i11ting fir111 of Lawso11 & Jo11es, a11d a fo1·111e1· 
reside11t of Lo11do11 Onta1·io. Ea1·ly in W 01·ld Wai· II, M1·. Lawso11 was appoi11ted 
chair of tl1e C1·own Cor1Joratio11, Fede1·al Ai1·c1·aft Ltd., wl1icl1 was 1·esponsible fo1· 
tl1e productio11 of' ai1·craft fo1· tl1e B1·itisl1 Co111111011wealtl1 Ai1· T1·ai11i11g Pla11. 111 
1943, Mr. Lawso11 was awarded tl1e 01·de1· of tl1e B1·itisl1 E111pi1·e i111·ecog11ition of' 
his contribution during W 01·Id Wai· II. Afte1· tl1e war lie was appoi11ted Lieute11ant 
Governor of Ontru·io, se1·vi11g in tl1at capacity iro111 1946 to 1952. 111 1953, lie 
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became Ca11adian Consul-Ge11eral i11 New Yorl(, resigni11g f1·0111 tl1at post i11 1955 
due to poor healtl1. 

Mr. Lawson 111oved to Bally1ne11a in 1947 with his wife 1-Ielen Lawso11, his 
widowed daugl1te1·, Mrs. I-lele11 Ruth I(i11dersley, a11d M1·s. l(i11de1·sley's two s111all 
children. M1·. Lawson wisl1ed to l1ave a l10111e witl1in easy 1·eacl1 of To1·011to, tl1e 
ce11t1·e of his activities as Lieutenant Gove1·11or. Except fo1· tl1e two yea1·s spe11t i11 
New Yo1·l(, a11d winte1·s spent in Florida, M1·. and Mrs. Lawson used tl1e 111ai11 
house at Bally1nena u11til he1· death i11 1977 a11d l1is deatl1 i11 1980. M1·s. 
I(i11de1·sley co11ti11ued to live 011 the estate yea1· 1·ot111d, occupyi11g tl1e Gatel1ot1se 
duri11g tl1e wi11ter 111011tl1s a11d tl1e 111ai11 l1ot1se i11 tl1e su111111e1·. 

'l~he .i11te11sive ca1·e u11it of tl1e Oakville 'l~1·afalga1· Me111orial 1-Iospital, a11d its l-Iele11 
Lawson 1·esidence (11ow a psycl1iat1·ic facility) were p1·ovided tl11·ougl1 do11atio11s 
f1·om Mr. Lawso11. Do11atio11s f1·0111 Mr. Lawso11 also p1·ovided equip111e11t and 
facilities for Lawson Pa1·k on the site of the former Bally1nena stables. The 
Lawso11 playground in Bronte and the Oal(ville Roo1n at the Oal(ville Public 
Lib1·ary are also the results of tl1e Lawson family's generosity. 

The I-Ionou1·able Ray Lawson was distinguished on tl1e provincial level as 011e of 
Onta1·io's Lieutena11t Governors, 011 tl1e national level as for his co11tributio11 to tl1e 
war effo1·t and as Ca11adiru1 Co11sul General, a11d 011 tl1e 111t111icipal level fo1· l1is 
cont1·ibution to local civic facilities. All listed buildings a1·e associated witl1 M1·. 
Lawson. 

2. Histo1·ical Significance to Development of Oal{ville 

The develop1nent of tl1is estate was pa1·t of an early 20th ce11tu1·y 111ove111e11t that 
saw a departure fro111 large land l1oldi11gs to estate prope1·ties establisl1ed 
son1ewhat alo11g tl1e li11es of tl1e large estates of E11gla11d a11d wl1icl1 111i1·1·01·ed the 
sun1mer ho1nes of the afflue11t on tl1e south sho1·e of Lal<.e 011ta1·io. Tl1is 
move1nent cont1·ibuted to and to son1e exte11t caused a cl1a11ge i11 the histo1·ical 
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developme11t of the Tow11 of Oakville, b1·oadeni11g it f1·0111 its agricultu1·al a11d 
industry based origins and creati11g tl1e basis for the futu1·e develop111ent of a11 
attractively sited residential a1·ea. This pe1·iod was the begin11ing a cl1a11ge in the 
style of future developme11t of Oal(ville f1·01n a self-contained co111111unity to a11 
att1·active and desirable subu1·ba11 co1nn1unity. 

Because of its location, in proxin1ity to both Toro11to a11d I-Ia111ilton, a11d tl1e 
attraction of the extensive waterfi·o11t, tl1is a1·ea. of Oakville (tl1en T1·afalga1·) 
beca111e a ve1·y attractive site for the large l10111es bei11g e1·ected by the wealtl1ie1· 
111en1bers of society, seve1·al of wl1ose business affai1·s we1·e centred i11 T 01·011to 01· 
Ha1nilto11. Co1n1nuti11g was greatly facilitated by i111p1·oven1e11ts i11 tl1e 1·oads, 
pa1·ticula1·ly tl1e paving of the highway betwee11 To1·011to and l-Ia111ilto11 a11d tl1e 
co111ing of tl1e 111oto1· ca1·. Seve1·al ''f't.111 pa11el'' prope1·ties SL1cl1 as Bally111e11a we1·e 
developed along Lal<.eshore Road, st1·etchi11g fron1 Lal(esl101·e Road to tl1e sl1ore of' 
Lal<.e 011ta1·io, l1oweve1· tew sucl1 p1·ope1·ties 11ow su1·vive. Willia111 Fletcl1e1· Etlto11 
is an exan1ple of the type of wealtl1y bt1si11ess111a11 tl1at established l1i111self in 
Oal<.ville as an ea1·ly co111111ute1·. 

The listed buildings and structu1·es a1·e associated witl1 Bally1nena's 1·0Ie as 011e of 
tl1e ''panel-style'' estates of Oakville., The n1ai11 ,gates and fe11ce, gatel1ot1se, 
paddock wall a11d ·fence are of pa1·ticula1· sig11ificance as tl1e visible st1·uctures 
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whicl1 set the tone of what Bally111ena was, as a11 ''estate'', and as sucl1 sy111bolize 
the life a11d times of the e1·a in whicl1 it was created. 

3. Arcl1itect111·al Significa11ce 

The architectu1·al sig11ifica11ce of the estate lies i11 the exterio1· of its 111ai11 gates 
and flanking sto11e walls, the gatel1ot1se a11d tl1e paddock wall . 

(a) E11trance Gates a11d Fe11ce 

The main entra11ce to the p1·operty is at 1198 Lal<esl101·e Road East and is 111a1·l<ed 
by a fine pair of e11t1·ance gates built circa 1917 a11d fla11ked by sto11e side walls. 
The gate posts are Credit Valley stone and bear tl1e 11a111e ''Bally111ena'' 011 a 
bronze plaque. Tl1e gates a1·e decorative w1·ought iron. Tl1e 111ai11 entra11ce gates 
a11d wall m·e in near 01·iginal conditio11. 
Notwithsta11ding the sig11ificance of tl1e wall, tl1e 1·easo11s fo1· designatio11 a1·e 11ot 
intended to preve11t 01· 1·equi1·e additional app1·oval fo1· the 1·eplace111e11t of tl1e east 
''se1·vice'' gate or the extension of tl1e heigl1t of the wall by addi11g a deco1·ative 
w1·ought iron 1·aili11g in acco1·dance witl1 tl1e d1·awi11gs app1·oved by tl1e 'f own of 
Oakville Site Plan Co111mittee. 

(b) Tl1e Gatehouse 

The gatehouse, in particular, is a notable buildi11g in botl1 its type and a1·cl1itectu1·al 
style. Gatehouses were an essential pa1·t of well-desig11ed estates a11d tl1is building 
is a good example of a gatehouse built i11 tl1e Tudo1· style. 

The gatehouse was built in 1916 and was designed by tl1e architects Mu111·0 and 
Mead who were of so1ne 1·epute in Han1ilton, 011ta1·io. Tl1e doo1·s to tl1e garage of 
the gatehouse are still painted black and white. The g1·ound floor sto1·ey of the 
building is clad in stone with Romm1 Stone archit1·aves and sills at tl1e openi11gs. 
The uppe1· storey of the gatehouse is clad in. rough stucco with l1alf ti111be1·i11g i11 a 
Tudor Revival Style. The roof re111ai11s the 01·iginal slate. . Alte1·atio11s to tl1e 
building have been made in a compatible 1nan11er and the buildii1g ''sets tl1e style'' 
of the prope1·ty as an estate. The Gatel1ouse area i11cludes a sto11e paddocl< wall 
with a decorative Tudo1· arched doo1·way i11 tl1e no1·tl1-west co1·rte1· faci11g tl1e 
entra11ce d1·iveway wl1icl1 are also significant. 

3. Contextual Significa11ce 

The e11trance gates, gatehouse and fe11ces of Ballyme11a co11stitute a11 i111po1·ta11t 
part of the streetscape of Lal<eshore Road. Apart from co11tributi11g ha11dso111ely 
to tl1e general appeara11ce of the Road, tl1ey a1·e 011e of tl1e few 1·eminders leit 
sy1nbolizing this part of Oakville as it once was. 

Notwitl1standing the inclusion of the p1·operty between Lal<eshore Road and tl1e 
gates and the fence i11 the land designated, tl1e 1·easo11s fo1· desig11atio11 a1·e i11te11d 
to apply to tl1is a1·ea only, so as to e11sure tl1e view fro1n Lakesl101·e Road of' tl1e 
fence a11d gates is not 111ate1·ially obscu1·ed. 


