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Corporate Servi es epartment 
Administrative Services Section 

Registered Mail 

July 13, 1999 

Ontario Heritage Foundation 
10 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSC 1J3 

Re: Notice of Passing of By-law No. 120-99 
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P.O. Box 300 
225 East Beaver Creek Road 

Richmond Hill, Ontario 
Canada L4C 4Y5 

(905) 771-8800 
www.town.richmond-hill.on.ca 

The Council of the Corporation of the Town of Richmond Hill, at its meeting held on the 22nd 
day of June, 1999, passed the following resolution concerning 1600 Major Maclcenzie Drive 

East, Richmond Hill: 
• 

''That Council receive Staff Report SRCSD.99.38 and enact proposed By-law No. 1-20-99. 
to authorize the designation of·the the John Bestard House, 12 Mathias Court, as a property of 
historical or architectural value or interest under the Ontario Heritage Act.'' 

A copy of By-law No. 120-99 is attached for your reference . 

Yours truly, 

• 

Sherry ison 
Legislative & Projects Advisor 

/smh 
attach. 
cc: D. McLarty, Director of Administrative Services 

G. Duncan, Heritage Planner 
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THE CORPORATION OF TI-IE TOWN OF RICI-IMOND 1-IILL 

• --

A By-law to At1tl1orize tl1e desig11atio11 of 
12 Matl1ias Cot11·t, tl1e .Tol1n Besta1·d I-louse 

t111de1· tl1e 011ta1·ip I-Ie,·itage .Act 

• 

.. 

WHEREAS Sectio11 29 of tl1e 011ta1·io J-:(e,·itage Act, R.S.O. 1990, autl101·izes tl1e Cou11cil 
• 

of a municipality to e11act by-laws to desig11ate 1·eal p1·ope1i:y to be of l1isto1·ic 01· a1·chitectt11·al 
value or interest; I . 

AND WHEREAS tl1e Cot111cil of tl1e Co1JJOl'atio11 of tl1e Tow11 of Ricl11no11d 1-Iill has 
caused to be served 011 tl1e ow11e1·s of tl1e la11ds a11d p1·e1nises la1ow11 as 12 Matl1ias Cou1·t, 
Riclu11011d Hill, and upon tl1e 011ta1·io I-Ie1·itage Fot111datio11, 11otice of i11te11tio11 to so desig11ate 111e 
afo1·esaid 1·eal p1·ope1·ty ru1d l1as cat1sed st1cl1 11otice of" i11tentio11 to be publisl1ed i11 a news1Japer 
l1avi11g ge11e1·al ci1·ct1latio11 i11 tl1c 111t111icipality; 

AND WHEREAS tl1e 1·easo11s fox· desig11atio11 ar·e set ottt i11 Scl1edule ''A'' attacl1ed l1ereto; 

NO,¥ TI-IEREFORE TI-IE COUNCIL OF 'fl·IE COIU>OllA'fION OF 'fI-IE TOWN 
OF RICHMOND HILL ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Tl1at tl1e 1·eal prope1i:y located at 12 Matl1ias Cot1rt, bei11g Lot 27, Pla11 65M-2968, i11 tl1e 
Town of Ricluno11d Hill, i11 tl1e Regio11al Mu11icipality of Y 01·1<, is l1e1·eby desig11ated 
under pati: IV of the Ont·ario He1·itage Act, R.S.O. 1990, as being of l1isto1·ic 01· 
arcl1itectural value 01· inte1·est. 

2. Tl1at tl1e Cle1·k is l1e1·eby autl101·izecl to cat1se a copy of tl1is by-law to be served 011 tl1e 
ow11e1· of tl1e aforesaid p1·ope1·ty a11d on tl1e 011ta1·io I-Ie1·itage Fou11dation a11cl to cause 
11otice of tl1e passi11g of tl1is by-law to be publisl1ed i11 a 11ewspaper l1avi11g ge11e1·al 
ci1·culation in tl1e 1nunicipality. 

3. Tl1at tl1e Tow11 Solicitor is l1e1·eby autl101·ized to cat1se a copy 
registered agai11st tl1e p1·operty i11 tl1e Land Titles Office. 

of tl1is by-law to· be 
"l' 

4. Tl1at tl1e stateme11ts co11tai11ed i11 Scl1edule ''A'' l1e1·eto a1·e l1e1·eby declared to be tl1e 
reasons for the aforesaid designatio11. 

5. Scl1edule ''A'' attacl1ed l1e1·eto sl1all for111 part of tl1is by-law. 
• 

READ A FIRST AND SECOND TIME TI-IIS 22ND DAY OF JUNE, 1999. 

E AND PASSED TI-IIS 22ND DAY OF JUNE, 1999. 
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SCHEDULE ''A'' 

Jol111 Besta1·d Hol1se 
Lot 32, Co11cession 2 EYS 

12 Matl1ias Co111·t 
ci,·c,z 1895 

• 

Tl1e Jo11f1 Bestard House is reco111111e11ded for desig11atio11 fo1· l1istorical and arcl1itectu1·al 1·easo11s. 

Tl1e Bestards were amo11g tl1e ea1·ly Ma1·l<l1a111 fa111ilies associated witl1 tl1e Tunker 01· Bretl11·en in 
Cl1rist Church at Heise Hill. Jolin Bestard, a11 Englisl1-bor11 far1ner, a11d l1is Ca11adian-bo1·11 wife 
Mary Willian1s, of Pennsylvar1ia German ancestry, settled on Lot 32, Concession·2, Marl<:l1am, in 

• 
, 1879. Tl1e fa111ily lived i11 a 1 Yz sto1·ey f1·an1e l1ouse. Tl1e present brick dwelling is believed to 

I l1ave been built for tl1e Besta1·d's adopted son, William, 111 tl1e mid 1890's. Jolin Besta1·d retired 
from farming and moved to tl1e village of Ricl11nond I-Iill i11 1900, selli11g his Markl1a1n far1n i11 

, 1904. William B estard 111oved to tl1e l1a111let of New Go1·111ley, and i11 1909 built a new l1ouse of 
111ot1lded co11c1·ete block. At tl1e ti111e, l1is 1Jrofessio11 ,¥as give11 as ''111ecl1anic''. 

Typical i11 scale, desig11 a11d cl1oice of 111ate1·ials for· tl1e period, Jol111 Besta.1·d cl1ose to build a 
fasl1ionable urba11 style l1ouse in a rural setting. Tl1e arcl1itecture of tl1e wl1ite brick, two storey 

• 
l1ouse is represe11tative of tl1e ve1·nacular Qt1ee11 A1111e Revival style popular tl1rougl1out No1·tl1 
A1nerica at tl1e ti1ne. It l1as an ir1·egular plan tl1at was 011ce acce11ted by porcl1es tl1at l1ave since 
disappeared, but l1ave left tl1ei1· outli11e on tl1e surface of tl1e b1·ickwork. The steeply-pitched 
cross-gable roof is or11amented witl1 decorative pa11elled bargeboa1·ds and spindlework bracli;:ets 
on the front projecting bay, and panelled bargeboards on tl1e 11orth and soutl1 gables. Wi11dows 
are typically wooden, segmentally-l1eaded, one over 011e u11its, except for the fro11t bay, wl1icl1 
features a large, single-paned sash witl1 an art glass transom ligl1t above, and a double 011e over 
one unit on the second floor. Tl1e f1·011t door is a single leaf with applied corner blocl<s, a11d an 
upper glazed sectio11 wl1icl1111ay l1ave contai11ed art glass at 011e ti1ne. 

! A 1noden1 bu11galo,¥, also 011 tl1e prope1·ty, is 11ot i11cluded i11 tl1e Reaso11s for Desig11ation. 
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