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Registered Mail 

January 20, 1998 

Ontario Heritage Foundation 
10 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSC 1J3 

Re: Notice of Passing of By-law No. 1-98 

The Town of Richmond Hill 
P.O. Box 300 

225 East Beaver Creek Road 
Richmond Hill, Ontario 

Canada UC 4Y5 
(905) 771-8800 

The Council of the Corporation of the Town of Richmond Hill, at its meeting held on the 12th 
day of January, 1998 passed the following resolution concerning 51 Wright Street, Richmond 
Hill: 

''That Council receive Staff Report SRCSD.98.02 and enact proposed By-law No. 1-98 to 
authorize the designation of the Richmond Hill High School, 51 Wright Street as a property of 
historical or architectural value or interest under the Ontario Heritage Act.'' 

A copy of By-law No. 1-98 is attached for your reference. 

Yours truly, 

Sherry H ison 
Legislative & Projects Advisor 

/smh 
attach. 

cc: D. McLarty 
Director of Administrative Services 

-

' 

• 



, 
• 

-

• ·~ ' 

• 

' -

TI-IE CORPORATION OF TI-IE TOWN OF RICI-IMOND HILL 

By-law No. 1-98 

A By-law to At1tl101·ize tl1e desig11atio11 of 
51 W1·igl1t St1·eet, tl1e Ricl1111011d I-Iill Higl1 Scl1ool 

t111de1· tl1e 011ta1·io !{e,·itage Act 

Wl-IEREAS Seclio11 29 of ll1e 011la1·i<J }!e,·itage Act, IZ.S.O. 1990, at1ll101·izcs ll1e Cot111cil 
of a 111t111icipality to enact by-laws to desig11ate 1·eal p1·01Jc1·ty to be of l1islo1·ic 01· a1·cl1itectt11·al 
valtte or i11terest; 

AND WHEREAS tl1e Cou11cil of tl1e Co1·po1·atio11 of tl1e Tow11 of Ricl1111011cl I-Iill l1as 
cat1sed to be served 011 tl1e ow11e1·s of tl1e la11cls a11d p1·e111ises l<11ow11 as 51 W1·igl1t St1·eet, 
Ricluno11d Hill, a11d t1pon the 011ta1·io He1·itage Fot111datio11, 11otice of i11te11tio11 to so desig11ate tl1e 
afo1·esaid 1·eal property a11d l1as cat1sed st1cl1 11otice of i11te11tio11 to be pt1blisl1ed i11 a 11ews1JaJJc1· 
I1aving ge11e1·al ci1·ct1!atio11 i11 ll1e n1t111icipality; 

AND WI-IEREAS tl1e 1·caso11s fo1· clcsig11atio11 a1·c set ot1t i11 Scl1eclt1lc 1'B'' attacl1e(l l1c1·elo; 

• 

NOW TI-IEREFORE TI-IE'COUNCIL OF TI-IE CORPORATION OF TI·IE TOWN 
OF RICI-IMOND I-JILL ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Tl1at tl1e 1·eal p1·ope1·ty located at 51 Wrigl1t St1·eet, bei11g tl1e wl1ole of Lot Nu1n be1· 10 a11cl 
part of Lots Nu1nbe1· 8, 9 a11d 11, acco1·di11g to Pla111·egiste1'.ed i11 tl1e Regist1·y Office for 
tl1e Registry Divisio11 of East a11d West Rydi11g of tl1e Cot111ty of Yo1·k as Nt1111be1· 647, 
and more particularly desc1·ibed in Scl1edule 1'A1

' attacl1ed l1ereto, is l1e1·eby desig11ated 
tinder part IV of tl1e 011ta1·io He,·itage Act, R.S.O. 1990, as bei11g of l1istoric 01· 
a1·cl1itectural value or i11te1·est. 

2. Tl1at tl1e Cle1·k is l1e1·eby at1tl101·ized to cat1se a COlJY of tl1is by-law to be se1·vecl 011 tl,e 
o\.v11er of tl1e aforesaid p1·ope1·ty a11d 011 ll1e 011ta1·io I-Ie1·itage Fou11clatio11, a11d to cat1se 
11otice of tl1e passi11g of tl1is by-law to be JJt1blisl1ed i11 a newspape1· l1avi11g ge11e1·al 
ci1·ct1latio11 i11 tl1e 111t111icipality. 

3. Tl1at tl1e Town Solicitor is l1e1·eby at1tl101·izecl to cat1se a coJJY of tl1is by-law to be 
1·egistered against tl1e prope1·ty i11 tl1e La11d Regist1·y Office . 

4. Tl1at tl1e state111e11ts co11tai11ed i11 Scl1edule 11 B 11 l1e1·eto a1·e l1e1·eby declared to be t\1e 
reasons for tl1e afo1·esaid desig11atio11. 

5. Scl1edules 11 A11 a11d 11B 11 attacl1ed l1e1·eto sl1all fo1·1111)a1·t of tl1is by-law. 

READ A FIRST AND SECOND TIME TrIIS 12TI-I DAY OF JANUARY, 1998. 

READ A TI-IIRD TIME D PASSED TI-IIS 12TI-I DAY OF JANUARY, 1998. 
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SCI·IEDULE 11A11 

All a11d si11gt1la1· tl1at ce1·tai11 parcel 01· l1·act of laud a11d p1·e111ises silt1ate lyi11g a11d bei11g i11 tl1e 
Village of Ricl1111011d Hill, i11 tl1e Cot111ty of Y 01·!<, a11d bei11g ll1e wl1ole of Lot Nt1111be1· 10 a11d 
part of Lots Nt1111bers 8, 9 a11cl 11, 011 tl1e 11ortl1 siclc of W1·igl1t St1·eet, i11 tl.1c said Village of 
Ricl1111011d 1-Iill, accordi11g lo Pla111·cgisle1·ecl i11 tl1e Registry Office for tl1e Regist1·y Divisio11 of 
cnst n11d ,vest 1·)1cli11g of ll1c Co\tt1ly of Yo1·l<, c1s Nt1111l,er 647, a11cl 11101·c 1,a1·tict1larly clcsc1·il,ecl .:is 
follows: 

COMMENCING at a JJoi11t i11 ll1e sot1ll1c1·ly li111it of Lot No. 9 clista11t te11 feet l\.VO i11cl1es ( l 0'2'') 

\.Veste,·ly f1·0111 tl1e sot1tl1-east a11gle of said Lot No. 9; 

TI-IENCE 1101·tl1e1·ly tJa1·allel to tl1e caste1·ly li111it of said Lot No. 9, 011e l1t111cl1·cd a11cl fifty feet 
( 150'); 

TI-IENCE weste1·Jy tJarallel \.vill1 tl1c 1101·tl1e1·ly li111il of W1·igl1l St1·ect 011e l1u11cl1·ed a11d ·fifty-cigl1t 
feet ( 158') lc1 tl1c cnslc1·ly li111it. of saicl T-!ot No. 8; 

TI·IENCE 1101·tl1c1·ly alo11g tl1c caslct·ly li111il of s,1icl J.,ol No. 8 tl11·ce l1t111cl1·ccl a11cl t,~c11ty-fot11· feel 
six a11d 011e-l1alf i11cl1es (324' 6-1/2'') lo ll1e 1101·t\1c1·Jy li111it of saicl lot; 

TI-IENCE ,vesle1·ly alo11g tl1e 1101·tl1e1·ly 1 i111its of J.,ols No. 8, 9, 10 a11d 11, fot11· l1t111clrecl a11cl 
seve11ty-six feet five and 011e-l1alf i11cl1es (476' 5-1/2''); 

THENCE sot1tl1e1·ly parallel to tl1e easte1·ly li111it of Lot Nt1111ber 11, two l1t111cl1'ed a11d seve11ty­
tl1ree feet tlrree i11cl1es (273' 3'') to Mill St1·eet; 

TI-IENCE easte1·ly alo11g ll1e 1101·tl1e1·ly li111it of Mill St1·eet six feet seve11 a11cl 011e-qt1a1·te1· i11cl1es 
(6' 7-1/4 11

); 

Tl-IENCE sot1ll1e1·Iy alo11g tl1e easle1·Jy li111it of W1·igl1t St1·eet two J1t111d1·ecl a11cl 011e feet a11cl tl11·ce 
a11d 011e-l1alf i11cl1es (20 l 1 3-1 /2'') lo tl1e 1101·tl1e1·ly li111it of W1·igl1t Street; 

TI-IENCE easterly alo11g ll1e 1101·tl1e1·ly li111il of W1·igl1t St1·eet ll11·ee l1t111cl1·ed a11d twelve feel two 
a11d 011e-qt1arte1· i11cl1es (312' 2-1/4'') to ll1e place of begi 1111i11g . 
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SCI-IEDULE ''B'' 

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

Ricl1111011d }!ill I-Iigl1 Scl1ool 
51 W1·igl1t St1·eet 

1924 

Ricl11no11d I-Iill Higl1 Scl1ool is 1·cco111111e11ded for clesig11atio11 fo1· l1isto1·ical a11d a1·cl1itcclt11·al 
1·easons. 

Ricl1111011d Hill I-Iigl1 Scl1ool is tl1c fot11·tl1 i11 a sc1·ies of l1igl1 scl1ool bt1ildings to l1ave bee11 
co11st1·t1cted i11 tl1e village co1·e of Ricl1111011d I-Jill. Tl1e 01·igi11 of seco11cla1·y level edt1catio11 i11 tl1e 
co111111t111ity dates baclc to 1851, witl1 tl1c cstablisl1111e11t of a g1·a111111ar scl1ool i11 a sto1·e ovv11ecl by 
Ab1·al1a111 Law 011 Y 011ge St1·eet. 

A g1·a111111a1· scl1ool buildi11g was e1·ected i11 1853, acljace11t to tl1c IJttblic scl1ool, 011 tl1e JJ1·ese11t clay 
site of tl1e McC011agl1y Cc11t1·c. Tl1is was 1·eplc1cecl by a lc11·ge1· J1igl1 scl1ool i11 1873 ris Ricl1111011c.l 
1-Iill's ti1·st village cot111cil's 111a_jo1· p1·ojcct. Tl1c scco11d l1igl1 scl1ool bt11·11ccl i11 1896, c111cl w,1s 
1·eplaced by a 11e\v bt1ildi11g at tl1e soi1tl1vvest co1·11e1· of Y 011ge a11cl W1·igl1t St1·eets tl1e followi11g 
year. 

I11c1·easi11g e11roll1nent and cl1a11gi11g educatio11al }Jolicies followi11g Wo1·Jcl Wai· I 11ecessitated tl1e 
bt1ildi11g of a11otl1er 11ew l1igl1 scl1ool i11 1923-24. Tl1is st1·t1ctt11·e fo1·111s tl1e co1·e of tl1e existi11g 
bt1ildi11g at 51 W1·igl1t St1·eet. 111 1948, tl1e scl1ool \Vas re-11a111ed Ricl1111011d Hill Dist1·ict I-Iigl1 
Scl1ool a11d was e11la1·ged witl1 tl1e fi1·st of seve1·al additio11s tl11·ee years late1·. Ca11adia11 at1tl101· 
Fa1·ley Mowat is a1no11g tl1e gradt1ates of tl1is village la11d111arlc. 

Tl1e a1·cl1itectt11·e of Ricl1n1011d I-Iill I-Iigl1 Scl1ool is a successft1l ble11d of tl1e Neo-Gotl1ic a11cl 
Ed,vardia11 Classical styles. tl1e Neo-Gotl1ic is ofte11 locally 1·efe1·1·ed to as ''Collegiate Gotl1ic'' 
becat1se of its widcsp1·ead 11sc fo1· edt1catio11al bt1ildi11gs i11 011ta1·io f1·0111 1900 to tl1e 1940s. 

Tl1e p1·ojecti11g ce11tre bays, 111011ocl11·on1atic b1·iclc walls, 111assive b1·icl< qt1oins a11d g1·ot1ped, f1at­
l1eaded, 11111lti-pa11ed wi11dows belo11g to tl1e Edwa1·dia11 Classical style of bt1ildi11g. Deco1·ativc 
li111esto11c details provide a co11t1·ast witl1 tl1e s111ootl1 st11·face of tl1e 1·ed-b1·ow11 b1·icl<. Tl1e 
a1·1·a11ge1nent of doo1· a11d wi11dow ope11i11gs 011 tl1e facade is bala11ced a11d 01·de1·ed. 

As a11 overlay to the basic Edwardia11 Classical forn1 of Ricl1111011d Hill I-Iigl1 Scl1ool, details 
typical of tl1e Collegiate Gotl1ic style add deco1·ative ele111e11ts to e11live11 tl1e p1·evaili11g si1111Jlicity 
of tl1e co111position. Tl1e Gotl1ic tr·efoil 11icl1e, ai·1·ow slits, stone st1·ing cou1·se a11d treat111e11t of tl1c 
e11tra11ce porcl1es are cl1aracte1·istic of tl1e style. 
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