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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF WHITBY 
In the Regional Municipality of Durham 

Telephone 
416-668-5803 

Toronto 
416-686-2621 

Fax 
416-686-7005 

Registered Mail 

 
306 Gilbert street West 
Whitby, Ontario 
LlN 1R9 

Re: The George Gilcrest House 
306 Gilbert street west, Whitby 
Heritage Designation, Part IV 
The Ontario Heritage Act 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
575 Rossland Road East 

Whitby, Ontario 
Canada 

L1N2M8 

October 4, 1993 
File: A-2160 (LACAC) 

At a meeting held on the 27th day of September, 1993, the Council 
of the Corporation of the Town of Whitby passed By-law No. 3367-93, 
a copy of which is enclosed, being a by-law to designate the George 
Gilcrest House, municipally known as 306 Gilbert street West, 
Whitby, as a Heritage Structure under Part IV of the Ontario 
Heritage Act. 

By-law No. 3367-93 will be advertised in the October 6, October 13, 
and October 20, 1993 issues of the Whitby Free Press newspaper. 

Further information regarding the above noted matter may be 
obtained by calling Mr. Eric Braslis, Secretary of L.A.C.A.C. at 
668-.5803. 

• 

Debi A. Bentley 
Administrative Assistant 

c.c. The Ontario Heritage Foundation 
Ministry of Culture and Communication 
R. B. Short, Director of Planning 
E. Braslis, Secretary, L.A.C.A.C. 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF WHITBY 

BY-LAW NO. 3367-93 

BEING A BY-LAW TO DESIGNATE THE STRUCTURE MUNICIPALLY KNOWN AS 306 
GILBERT STREET WEST AS BEING OF HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE 
AND INTEREST 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Section 29 of the 
Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 0.18, the Council of the 

corporation of the Town of Whitby considers it desirable to 

designate property hereinafter described to be of historic and 

architectural value and interest; 

AND WHEREAS, the Council of the said corporation has caused to be 

served on the owners of the property municipally known as 306 
Gilbert street West, Whitby, Ontario, and upon the Ontario Heritage 

Foundation, notice of its intention to designate the structure at 
the aforesaid address to be of historic and architectural value and 

• 
• 

interest and has caused such notice to be published 
• 1.n a newspaper 

having general circulation in the Town of Whitby; 

AND WHEREAS, no person has served a notice of objection to the 

proposed designation on the Clerk of the said Corporation; 

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Whitby 

enacts as follows: 

1. The structure known as the George Gilchrist House located on 
the property known as 306 Gilbert Street West, Whitby, Ontario 

and more particularly described in Schedule ''A'', attached to 

and for111ing part of this by-law, is designated as being of 

historic and architectural value and interest for the reasons 

set out in Schedule ''B'', attached hereto. 

2. This designation shall not preclude any changes that may be 
deemed necessary for the efficient use of the structure 

provided that any changes shall be in keeping with the 

original and current character of the structure and shall be 

carried out in consultation with the Local Architectural 

conservation Advisory Committee of the Town of Whitby. 

BY-LAW READ A FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD TIME AND FINALLY PASSED THIS 
27TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, A.O., 1993. 

CLERK MAYOR 
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SCHEDULE ''A'' TO BY-LAW NO. 3367-93 

South half of Lot 23, Plan H50032, (formerly Third Double Range 
West of Brock Street as shown as on Werden's Plan), Town of Whitby, 
Regional Municipality of Durham. 

(306 Gilbert Street) 

• 
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SCHEDULE ''B'' 'l'O BY-LAW NO. 3367-93 

HISTORICAL/ ARCHITECTURAL 

REPORT 

THE GEORGE GILCHRIST HOUSE 

306 GILBERT STREET WEST 

BUII;,T C. 1876 
• 

' 

• 



---------------------------

TIIE GEORGE Gil.ClffiIST IIOlJ~ 

306 GII~BERT STREET WEST 

1876 

t • 

• 

Part, South half, lot 23, 3rd Dottble Range l~est of Brock Street, \~erden's Plan 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The sot1th half of lot 23, 3rd dottble range west of Brock Street was sold 

by tlie exect1tors of Asa Werclen to George Gilchrist, on May 1, 1876, and on 

Jan. 10, 1.877, lie mortgaged tl1e property to Rol>ert S. Campl)ell, for $600 to 
• 

• 

pay for tlie constrt1ction of a hot1se. Tiie Wl1itby Cl1roni.cle of Nov. 9, 1876 

lists among the new buildings constructed that year: ''Mr. George Gilchrist, a 

good two storey rot1gh-cast dwelling 20 X 30, off Centre Street.'' Rougl1-cast 

means tliat the hot1se \oJas stuccoed, but a photograph of about 1910 sl1ows that 

the front and west walls were stuccoed but tlie east wall was of clapboard. 

There are no records on George Gilchrist or ,-1liat his place ,-1as in Whitby' s 

histo1~y. On March 1.8, 1879 he sold tlie l1ot1se to William W. llt1bbard. lie sold 

the house on December 13, 1879 to Sylvant1s Pliillips. Nothing is known of these 

t,vo o\vners. On Jt1l.y 13, 1.889, Syl.vant1s Pl1illips sold tl1e house to Jol1n Pl1illips_ 

of Brot1gliam, wl10 may l1ave l)een l1is son. It appears that Jolin Pl1i.lliJ)S rentecl 

l.lie l1c>t1se, for i. t was occt1p.i.ecl i.11 1.893 l)y a ~lr. Gi.11>i1i. 

On Nov. 1, 1893, Jolin Pl1illips sold the l1ot1se to Alexa11cler Bruce, the 

turnkey (guard) at tlie Ontario CcJt1nty Jail, wl1ich was located on the south sid~ 

of Gill:>ert street, directly across from the l1ot1se. On April 26, 1883, Alex 

Bruce married Letitia Gilland of Brock Townsl1ip. In July 1904, he resi.gned 

as turnkey at the jail because of failure of his eyesigl1t, probably brottght 

about wl1en lie ,-1as attacked l)y a prisoner at tl1e jail. lie was granted a retiring 

allowance by tl1e Ontari.o Cot111ty Co11ncil of $200. On Sept. 2, 1904, Alexa11der 

Brt1ce sold the l1ouse to Jane Boyer and moved to Toronto. Nothing is kno\vn of 

Jane Boyer. 

On Jl1ly 23, Jane 13oyer so]cJ ll1e l1ol1se to '111orn,1s I!Jr111ett. 

• 

' 
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George Gilchrist h"11se - 2 
• 

• 
• 

1homas Emnett (1829-1911) was born at Nawton, Yorkshire, England, on May 

26, 1829. As a youth 11e was a cricketer and a fox ht1nter, and was a foreman 

of a ].arge far111. 111 1855 at the age of 26, he came to Canada ancl settlecl on 

the \Jatson farm at Almonds, at the \Jhitby-Pickering Town. line and the Ki11gston 

Road (llighway 2). On Sept. 26, 1861 he married llannah Strickland, a daugl1ter 

of John Strickland, a farmer i.n East Whitby Towns11ip. 1homas Fmnett retired 

fro1n fa1-n1i.ng i11 1879 ancl in 1907 ·(>t1rchased tl1e Gilcl1rist l10111e 011 Gill>ert Street • 
• 

During his life in \.Jhitby he was a member of the Wl1itby Cricke~ team and was one 

of its most valt1ed pl.ayers. Thomas Enmett died on Dec. 4, 1911, after falling 

do\m t11e cellar stairs at l1is home, at tl1e age of 82. 

On l\1ay l.8, 191.2, tl1e l,ouse was sol.d by l1is exect1tors to his wi.dow, llan11al1. 

SJ1e was born i.n Rosedale, Yorkshire, England, on Dec. 26, 1838, and died at 

W11itby on Nov. 14, 1916. In her last years, sl1e was carecl for by her unmarried 

daugl1ter, t-lary llannah Enmett. Both Mr. and Mrs. Enmett are buried in Union 

Cemetery, Oshawa. 

Thon1as and llannal1 Emnett had fot1r children: Sarah Elizabeth (t-lrs. Richard 

George Oke), 1862-1936; l\fary llannal1, 1865-1940; George, 7 - 1943, a de11ti.st in 

Toronto from 1906 to 1943; and Eva, w110 died in infancy in 1874. On l\1arch 1.3, 

1913 llannal1 FJ1111ett willed tl1e house to her daughter l\lary llannal1 FJ1111ett, wl10 

lived in the house on Gibert Street until shortly before her death on D~c. 19, 

1940. On June 16, 1932, l\lary llannah Enmett mortgaged the hot1se to her sister, 

Saral1 Elizabeth Oke. After Saral1 1 s death on At1g. 13, 1936, tl1e mortgage was 

assigneci 011 Octo. 29, 1.936 to l1e1· l1usl)and, Ricl1ard George Oke. 

Richarci Geo1·ge Oke (18/15-1939) \-leis J·>C>r11 at \'1elcor111~, ncvo11sl1i1~e, r~ngl.,111c·J, 

on Dec. lt,, 1.845, and came to Canada in 1854, settling at AJ.mo11ds near tl,e 

Fn111ett family. lie was a trustee of Almonds Cl1urcl1 for some years, a11d married 

Sara11 Elizabeth E},rnett on Sept. 28, 1892. In 1901. he rnovecl into Whitl)y To,m 

ancJ operated a lunuer yard until it })Ur11ed do,m in 1920. 111e ltunber yarcl was 

at tl1e nortl1 encl of Pine Street. ~lr. Oke was one of tl,e t1·t1stees wl·10 l,11iJ.t 
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George Gilchrist } se - 3 

the ~tethodist Tabernacle (no,., St. ~1ark's United Church) and was named an honor­

ary member of session ,-,hen it became a United Cl1urcl1 in 1925. Mr. Oke died at 

Wl1i tlJy on Jt1ne 25, 1.939, a11cl was buried in Necropolis Cemetery, Toronto. llis 

wife, Sarah Elizabeth Fnmett, was born in \.Jhitby Townsl1ip on Jan. 22, 1862 

and died on Aug. 13, 1936. 

According to Ted Oke, of Lindsay, electricity was installed in the house 

on Gilbert Street in 1920 and indoor plumbing in 1923. Shortly before tl1e 

death of Mary i1annal1 Fnmett, tl1e Oke family began renting the house at 306 

Gilbert Street West, and contin1Jed to rent it for abot1t 30 years. Richard 

George Oke did not live i11 the hot1se for he had a home of his own on Dundas 

Street East. On April 27, 1940 Ricl1ard Oke' s executors sold tl1e house to his 
• 

children: Catl1erine (Mrs. Cl1arles Brot1gl1ton), 1895-1979; Emnett llarnbly Oke, 

1909-1971; ancl George fil\'1ard (1'ecl) Ol<e, wl10 has li.vecl in Lindsay since 1930. 

From 1939 t:o 1970 tl1e Oke family rented tl1e hot1se at 306 Gilbert Street 

west. TI1e first tenants were ~1r. and Mrs. John W. Bateman, wl10 l1ad retired 

from farming in 1939. ~1r.. Bateman was \.Jl1itl)y 1s mayor i11 1926-28. 

From 1950 to 1959, tl1e hot1se was rented by the \.Jl1itl)y detachrnent of the 

Ontario Provincial Police. The OPP detachment was formed in \.Jl1i tby al)Out 1.940 

and operated out of the court house across the road until it needed new quarters. 

The police put an oil ft1rnace in the house in 1950 and built tl1e garage in 1952. 

East of tl1e hot1se i11 tl1e side yarci was a ta],l wooden ae1·ial tower for tl1e po] ice 

radio antenna. The police also added an addition at the back of tl1e garage in 

1953. In 1951-52, the Ontario Provincial Police took over tl1e policing of tl1e 

Towz1 of \.Jl1i.tl,y afte1~ Ll1e \.Jl1itl>y l..,o:lice C'.ci11111issio11 fi1~ecl t.)1e l()Wn's po]ice fot·ce. 

Normally the OPP policed only provincial. property and provj.ncial lligl1ways (2, 12 

and l10l). In 1959 tl1e 01'}) movetl to a new bt1ilcll.ng co11structecl at lle11ry Street, 

south of lli.gl1way 401 ano tl1e l1ol1se was vacant for a yea1·. 

From 1961 to 1969 tl1e tenant ,-1as Jol111 Goemans, a tj_nsrni tl1 ,..,i tl1 tl1e Onta1·jo 

l)epartn1ent of J\Jl1l ic \·]orl,s. 
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George Gilchrist h' ~e - 4 

On ~fay 19, 1970 the Oke family sold the hot1se 'to \~illiam G. Marti.n, who 

rentecl it t1ntil 1972 to Evelyn Locke, a clerk at McCullough Jewellers. On 

June 22, 1972, Mr. Martin sold the l1ouse to Lawrence and Agnes Disney.who lived 

in the l1ouse. Disney l1ad a car dealership in Whitby and his wife Agnes operated 

a dress sl1op in tl1e down town. On ~1arch 20, 1974, the Disneys sold to Michael 

and G,1le Rt1i11sky. ~1r. l~t1ninsky was division manager fo1~ Atl.antic Pacl<aging. 

On April 23, 1975, tl1e house was sold to Joseph and ~1argaret Battle. TI1e Battles 
• 

ur1dertook a considerable a1not1nt 'of restoration of the l1ouse. TI1ey painted tl1e 

stttcco grey, pt1t bargeboard tinder the front eaves (wl1ere there was none before) 

ancl constrltcted replicas of tl1e front and side porcl1es. TI1e fr.ant porcl1 may 
• 

have been removed about 1946. The replica side porch was added in 1988. 1lle 

date ''1843'' was incorpoatecl into tl1e bargeboard tinder tl1e front eaves, i.n tl1e 

mistaken notion that tl1e house dated from that time. Land titles and the Wl1itby 

Cl1ronicle clearly in(iicate it dates fro,n 1876. '111e 13attl.es did a lot of interior 

work, refini.sl1ing the floors, adding brick to tl1e wall.s in tl1e front rootn ancl 

otl1er restoration wo1~l<. I11teresting featt1res i11 tl1e l1ot1se wl1icl1 are sti.11 

preserved, incl.ude fine panelli11g in the dining room now t1sed as a kitchen 

(l.ikely original to tl1e l1ot1se) ancl a ct11-vecl \vall at tl1e top of tl1e stairs to tl1e 

seconcl floor, which is unust.1al. 

 

. 

TI1e George Gilcl1rist hot1se is a good exarnple of a worki.ng man's l1ouse from 

the 1870s \vl1ich l1as been restored in tl1e 1980s. llistorically, its long connect-

ion wi.tl1 tl1e F,nnett ancl Ol<e. fa,nilies, ancl its t1se as a J>1·ovincial Poli.ce Office 

are of interest. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Arcl1it·ecl11ral Report 

A. l\'\, ,le llort-Mcn11res 

,J 11nu11iy 6 1993 

Gco1·ge Gilcl11·ist ]·Io11se 

306 Gill,e1·t St1·eet ,vest 

\VJ1itl>,Y 
• 

(>a,·L lol 23, 3rcl 1)1>t1l,lc ltange West o{' llr,,clt Street, Wcrclcra's ]>Ian 

A1·cJ1itect11rnJ Desc1·iption 

• 

rl'l1is <l11e-1\ncl-a-l1alf slclt'cy rc>11g·l1(:11st f r,\111e l1<>11se l1as ,1 1necli11111-1lilc:l1ecJ g·11l>lecJ 1·,,,,l' 
witl1 1l1c gal,lc e11,l l<l tl1e st1·ecl. A <>11c-sl<>1·ey l,,,,1r,l ,111<l l,a1te11 ,1,lcliti<>11 <>11 tl1e ncl1·tl1 
witl1 ,l s11lt-l,c,x r<><>I' cc>111llt·ises tl1e 1)1·i11ci1>,1l cxtc11sic>11 <>l

0 

tl1e l'c,1·111. 'J'l1c 01·ga11izalic,11 of 
tl1c f,1c,1cle is l,,,sicallJ' SJ•111n1e11·i<:al, ,vitl1 I\\'<>, t,v<>-<>vc1·-t,v<> s,1sl1 ,vi11clc,,vs <>11 1l1c 111>1>c1· 
l'lc,or, lw<> c,11 1l1c gr<>1111cl, 1111(l tl1c c11l1)• clc,,,1· 1n11l{i11g ,1 tl1ircl l,,1.y. 'l'l1e sizes ,,l' <>1>e11i11g·s 
,11·c J>t'<>})<>1·tic,11ccl I<> tl1ei1· 1,l,1cc111c11l, sc> tl1,1t 1l1c g1·c,1111cl llc><>1· wi11,Jc,ws a1·c l,11·g·c1·. 'l'l1e 
lc>,ver 11,111' <>f tl1c f',·c>nl elcvatic,11 is C<>vere,J l>.Y ,l l,cll-c,lsl vcr11ncl,1l1 ,vitl1 a 1>ainle(l w<><>cl 
flc,c>r ancl ceiling. 

Sic le clcv,1(ic,11s ill'C f,1i1·l.)' 1>l,1i11, ,vitl1 l\V() <>J)Ct1i11gs llClll' 1l1c ll()1·1l1 c11,l ,,r c,1cl1 si,lc: ii 
cl,,,,1· ,111,l ,vi11clc>w <>11 tl1c ,vest., t,v<> aclj,1cc11t ,vi11clc>ws <>11 tl1c CilSl. 'l'l1c si,lc clc,c,1· is 
sl1clte1·ccl l,.}' a g·al1lccl l1c><><I ca1·1·iecl <>11 1>l,1i11 11·ia11g11l,1tecl l,r,1clcct sl1'11ls. 011 1l1c ei1sl 
sicle a s1n,1ll wi11(lc,w l1as l,ee11 i11se1·1ccJ i1n111ccli11tcl.Y l,cl,,,v tl1c c,1ve, ,l11cl a c:la1,l><>,11·clc,l 
sl1e(I (lc,1·n1c1· l,1·ei1l{s ll1e 1·c,,,f'. 'l'l1e 11c>1·1l1 l,aclt l1,1s twc> lll1l>c1· wi11clc,ws; mc>sl c,J' tl1c wall 
is talcc11 11p l>J' 1l1c ,1clclitic,11. 

• 

Rc,11g·l1c,1st is c,11·1·iccl 1·igl1t l<> tl1c g·1·,>1111cl, S<> fc>1111cl,1tic>11s ,11·e 11<>L visible. 1'11e r<><>f is 
as1>l1itll sl1i11glc, witl1 1>li1i11 l>c>xecl sc,l'l'its i111cl 1111r11011lclccl cc>rnices <>11 tl1c l,,,cl{. 'l'l1e 
J'1·c,r1t gal,le l1as ii mc111lclecl cornice it11cl a little cl1·c11l l>,1rg·el1,1arcl at tl1e peal{ will, /841 at 
tl1e a11cx. Va,·ial,lc 111ixccl l,1·i,:lc cl1i111r1cJ'S (1·ccl, l1l,1clc, i111cl wl1i1e) a1·c c:c1111·ccl <>11 tl1c 
riclgc al 1l1c f1·c,11t ,111cl l1,1clc, i11clicati11g tl1c 11se <>I' sl<>ves. A 1l1i1·cl is cc1111·ccl <>11 tl1c ,·iclg·e 
c,l' tl1c l1acl{ a(lclitio11, ancl a ve11t staclc l1,1s l,cen l,11ilt ag·ainst tl1c l>itclc w,,11. 

'l'1·i111 a1·,,1111(l <>J>c11i11gs ,v,,s ve1y si1111>lc, cc>11sis1i11g c,l' llat s111·1·c,1111cls wiLl1 ii ti11,y (lri1> 
111c>11lcl ,1lc,11g 11,c l<>t>· \:Vi11clc,ws <>11 1l1c: l'1·c,11I c:lc•v,11i,,11 l1,1vc s111,1ll 11ccli111c11l-sl1,11>ccl tc,1> 
l>c>,11·cls, ,1ncl 1l1c ll)>()CI' <>11cs l1avc 1i11.)' 1·clicJ' 111·11s ap1>liccl tc> 1l1ci1· sills. llccclccl 1>il,1s(c1·s 
s111·1·01111cl 1l1e clc><>t', 'J'l1c l'1·,1111c is c,11>11ccl I,,}',\ clc11till11lccl c111,1l,l,,1111·c ,111cl l>1·,1lce11 
1>ccli111c11l ,vitl1111·11. 'J'l1c ,l,,111· i1sclf' l1,1s ,1 six-ligl1t 111>1>c1· 1>,111cl ,111,I ,1 c1·c,ss-1>,111cllccl 
lc,,vc1· l111ll'. 'l'l1c vc1·,111clal1 f'l,,c,1· is c,lgccl l,y ,l l,,1scl>c>,11·cl 1·111111i11g ac1·c,ss tl1c f'1·,,11l of' tl1c 
l1c>11sc. 'l'l1e tl1ree J><>sls a1·c cl1,1111ferecl, ,vitl1 111c1clcsl scrc,ll-saw11 trcillage. 'l'l,cre is 11<> 
r,1iling. 

l.93 
I 

• 
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Site 

'fl1e lc>t. cc>11sists <>f tl11·cc 1)a1·ts: a wiclc clo11l,lc 1l1·ivew,1,y c111 tl1c ,vest·, tl1c J)<>1·tic>11 
<><:c111)ic1l l,y tl1e l1c,11sc, ,111cl ,1 sw,1tl1 ,,f'y,11·cl c111 tl1e c,1st. A l>c,,11·cl l'c11cc ,vitl1 a l,1tticecl 
l<>(l l.,,111cl c11clc1scs tl1e sicleya1·J. A l>c1,11·<l a11cl l>,1tte11 g,1rage, l1,1vi11g a g·ablccl roof tl1al 
ccl1ocs tl1c profile c1{' tl1e l1c>t1sc, clc>ses tl1c c11cl c>f' tl1c clrivcway. 'I'l,e pr<>11c1·t.Y is well 
le11clcJ a11c·l ca1·efull,y la11clscapccl. 

'l'l1e l1,111sc is 1>,1rt c>f a 1·0,v c1f later l1c>11scs l1avi11g ,11>1>1·1,xi111,1tclJ' tl1c s,1111e set l,,,clt. 'l'l1c 
co1111ty j,,il a11cl regist.ry c,f'f'i,:c, 11c>w 4()() .8c11t1·e Str·ect Sc111tl1, <>cc111ly tl1e sc>11tl1 sicJc c,f' 
tl,c street .. 0111.)' tl1c 11c11·tl1 siclc c,f 1l1e s!reel l1,1s ,1 sicle,vall,. l·lc>11si11g· i11 tl1c ,1rca is 
111ixcd: r·clativcly recc11l tl11·cc-slc11·cy 111aisc>ncllcs <>11 tl1c 11c11·tl1casl cc,r11cr c,f' Gill>crl at 
Centre ('ace a fi11e Gc,tl1ic l1c>11se <>11 tl1e <>J)ll<>sile cor11er. 

A1·cl1it·cct11ral A11nlysis 

Accc,1·,li11g l<> tl1c \Vl1itl>.Y (:h,v,11,:le, wl1e11 tl1c l1c,11sc w,1s l,11ilt i11 1876 it w,1s cc111sicle1·ec.J 
t<> l>c l ,vc>-slc11·c,y, ,111cl 1nc,1s111·ccl 2() x 3().1 'J'l1c cl1i1n 11ey 11l,1cc111e11ls i11clic,1lc 11,c use c,f 
stoves; 1l1c ('1·0111 clcvatic>r1 is Jl,11·tic11la1·l,y l,c,1,1, ,vitl1 tl1c cl1im11ey alig11ccl cli1·cctly <>vc1· a 
,vi11clc1w. 'l'l,is clcfi,111cc c,1' ,11 lc,1sl tl,c ,11>1>c,11·,111ce c,f s111>11c,1·t 1·cflccls tl1c 1>1·ag·rnalic, 
l111nl,c1j•arcl •'l'>Jll"<>acl1 t,,l,c11 l<> 1l1c <:<>11st1·t1cti,,11. It is clca1·ly ,l l1<>t1sc l,,icl c>11l i11 tl1c 
l,11iltlc1·'s t1·a<liti<>11 c,f' 'i11-tl1c-l1cacl' 1>l,111s. 

'J'l1c g,1l>le-tc>-st1·cct, siclc 11,111 c11t1y clcsig11 is ,1 tc,,v11 f<>1·1n, clcvc:l<>J>C<I fi.11· tl1c cc,11st1·,1i11ls 
<>f' 11,11·1·,,,v f'1·<>11l,1g·cs. 'l'l1c l'c,1·111 11,11! g·1·,111cl ,111lc<:,:clc11ls i11 tl,c s1>lc11,li,l 11c<><:l,1ssi<: ,111cl 
(:;1·eclt l~cviv,1l tc1111>lc l1c>11scs <>I' tl,c c,11·ly I 9tl1 cc11t111y; tl1c ll,11·1111111, l·lc,1.1sc al (~1·af'tc,11 
of 181711,,s a siclc-11,111 c11t1y, ,1s <11,cs C1:yslc1· I·l,111 <>I' 1846, 11<>w ,tl U1>1>c1· Canacl,1 
Vill,1gc. A n1<><lcsl st1·11clt1rc liltc 1l1c Gilcl11·isl l1c,11sc 1n,1ir1l,1i11s witl, tl,,,t li11c,1gc tl1e 
01.1tlir1e c,(' tl,e temple f'orrn ,tn<l tl,c plainness of ,vall i11l1eriteJ f r<>In tl,c G1·cclt I~evival. 

[)11ri11g its l1ist<>1:y, tl,c l1<>11sc 1,,,,1 111,111,)' <1c:c111),111ls ,111cl tc11,111ls, i11cl11,li11g 11i11c ,yc,,r·s' 
occ1111a11cy l,,y tl1c Wl1itl1,y ,lctacl1111c11l c>f' tl1c ()11l,11·i,, J>1·c,vi11ci,1I J>,,licc, wl1c> c<>11ve1·tccl 
l<> <>ii l1e,1I, l>uilt tl,c g,11·,1gc i11 I 9fi2 a11cl a l>,1clc. ,1clcli1ic111 i11 I 9fi3.2 'J'l,c l,11ilclir1g is 
ccr·tai,, l<> l,avc s11f'f'c1·c,I ,lc1,1·c,latic,11s n<>L i1111nccli,11cil.}' ,1J>llitrc11t; it is 11<>1. c:le,11·, lc,1· 
i11sl,111cc, ,vl1ctl1c1· 1l1c wi11,l,1ws ,11·c c11·ig·i11,1l. 'J'l1c l1<>11sc w,ts cxtc11sivcly 1·c11<>vatecl ,111cl 
1·eslc>1·ccl i11 tl1c l ~)8()s l,y (>1·cvic,11s o,v11crs wl1c> aclclccl tl1c 111·ns le> tl1c wi11clc>w sills, tl1c 
nco-111a1111e1·ist clc><>I' s111·1·<11111cl, tl1c pc11cla11l l>,11·gel>c>,1rcl, ,111cl 11c>ssil,ly tl,c 111011lclccl 
cc11·11icc c111 tl1c ('1·c>11l. 'l'l1c vcra11<l,1l1 ,111cl tl1c siclc clc><>1· l1c>c>cl ,11·c ,1ls<> 11ew cc>11sln1ctic>11. 

'fl1e l11>11sc fc>rn1 is a co11scrvativc <>11c tl1al cc,11lcl l1avc l>ccn b11ilt anyti1ne af'ter tl1e 
1840s. 'l'l1e ti11y l'>ccli111c11ts c1vc1· tl1c f'1·011t ,vi11<lc1ws s11g·gcsl a cl,1tc i11 tl1c 186() r,111gc. 
'l'l1c ,1tt1·,1c:tive vc1·,111cl,1l1 is ,1 st.),lc 111,,1·e 111·c:v,1lc11t i11 tl,c: c:,11·lic1· ,lcc:,1clcs, ,1ltl1c,11g·I, tl,c 
t1·eill,1g·e 111igl1t l,c lt>1111cl i11 tl,c 18(,l)s. 'J'l,c clc>sccl ccili11g· is ,111 111111s11,1l 1·cfi11c111e11l l0

c>1· 
tl1c style; 11s11,1lly t,l1e c111·vccl 1·i,l'tc1·s ,vc1·c cx1><>sccl. Witl1 tl1c ex<!e11ti,,11 ,,f' tl1c li·c,nl clc><>I" 
surrc>11ncl, wl1icl1 is l<><> c,1·11,1lc f,,,· tl1c l1c>t1sc, tl1c 1·cstc,1·,11i,,11 ,vc,,·lt l1,1s l1cc11 sc11silivcly 
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cl<>ne, leaving elements lil,c tl1e sl1ccl clc,rmer as pro<.l\1cts of Ll1cir <>\v11 ti1ne, a11d ad<.ling 
apJl1·01J1·iately scalecl a11d <.letaile<.l fcal\1rcs s11cl1 as tl1e vera11<.lal1 a11d tl1e si<.le dc,or 
l1c><>cl. 

'f'l1c l1c,11se c,11111c,t l>c saicl lc> l>c little cl11111gccl, l>eca11sc 1na11y c>f its cl1,111gcs 1nay l1avc 
l>een 1·cvcrsccl 01· l111·tl1e1· alte1·ccl i11 tl1c pt'<>ccss c>f 1·c11cwal. 111 its 1)1·csc11L st,1lc, 1l1c 
Gilcl1rist l1011sc l1,1s 1l1c ,lJ)l)ear,1ncc c,I' a rnc>clcst l1islc11·ic l>11ilcli11g 1l1al l1,1s l>cc11 acla1>lccl 
in sn1all ways l<> 111eet new 11cecls. 

Not~ • 
> 

I nrian Winter, 1/ulorU".al Report: 1'he George Gilchri.dt 1/owe (,Jl1ly 1(), 1992), l. 
2 Wi11lcr, 3. 
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