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CORPORATE SERVICES COMMISSION 
Clerk's Department 

March 27, 2002 

 
25 Burr Crescent 
Markham, Ontario 
L3R 988 

Dear : 

Re: By-Law #2002-5 - To Designate Property as being of 
Historic and/or Architectural Value or Interest 
The Burr House - 25 Burr Crescent 

This will advise that Council at its meeting held on January 15, 2002 passed By-law 
2002-5 to designate the ''Burr House'', 25 Burr Crescent, as being of historic and/or 

architectural value or interest. 

A registered copy of the by-law is attached for your information. 

Yours truly, 
i (: r .._ I • (...__· ,:., -·. 

• 
Sheila Birrell 
Town Clerk 

Encl. 

SB/jik 

c: Jhe Ontario ·Herita_g_e ·Fot.Jod.aliQ.tr 
Mr. R. Hutcheson, Manager, Heritage Planning 
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Clause 1, Report No. 68, 2001 

of EXCELLENCE 

-

A by-law to designate a certain property as being of 
Historic and/or Architectt1ral Value or Interest 

Tl1e Burr Hot1se 

WHEREAS Pursuant to Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, tl1e council of a municipality 
is authorized to enact by-laws to designate a real property, including all tl1e buildings and 
stn1ctt1res tl1ereon, to be of l1istoric and/or architectt1ral valt1e or interest; 

AND WHEREAS tl1e Council oftl1e Corporation oftl1e Town ofMark11am has caused to 
be served on tl1e owners of the lands and premises at: 

25 Burr Crescent 
Marklla1n, Ontario L3R 9B8 

and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation, notice of intention to designate The Burr 
House, located at 25 Burr Crescent, Markham, l1aving a general circt1lation in tl1e 
municipality; 

. 

AND WHEREAS the reasons for designation are set out in Scl1edule ''B'' attacl1ed l1ereto 
and forming part of tl1is by-law; 

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF 
M AM HEREBY ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. THAT tl1e following real property, 1nore particularly described in Scl1edule ''A'' 
attached hereto and forn1ing part of this by-law is hereby designated as being of 
l1istoric and/or architectural value or interest: 

Tl1e Burr House 
25 Burr Crescent 
Town of Markllam 
The Regional Municipality of York 

2. THAT tl1e Tow11 Solicitor is l1ereby autl1orized to cause a copy oftl1is by-law to be 
registered against the property described in Schedule ''A'' attached hereto in tl1e 
property Land Registry Office. 

READ A FIRST, SECOND, AND TI-:IIRD TIME AND PASSED TI-JIS 
1s·1•11 DAY OF JANUARY, 2002. 

SHEILA BIRRELL, TOWN CLERK DON COUSE:t-~s·, MAYOR 
• 

I. P1t.f"1'c1'4 "'4.:ll-e.., ACTING TOWN CLERI, ; 
OF THE ·rowN OF MARl<HAM. CERTIFY Tl-!Al I 
THE ATTACHED I RUE C PY 

______ __;,._ ________ . 

• 

, rflN. I~.- o,-> .J, 
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In the Town ofMark11am in the Regional Municipality of York, property description as 

follows: 

LOT 134, PLAN 65M2528 
TOWN OF MARIIBAM 
REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORI( 



------------------------
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STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

Tl1e Burr House is recommended for designation under Part IV of tl1e Ontario Heritage Act 
bccat1sc of its l1istorical, arcl1itcctural a11d co11tcxtual sig11ificancc. 

Historical Reasons 

Tl1e house at 25 Burr Crescent was built c.1870 on land that had originally been granted to 
John Burl1n1eister in 1809. In tl1e same year, the property was sold to Jolin Bt1tton wl1ose 
family would own tl1e property for over 50 years. 

John Button came to Canada in 1797 from Pennsylvania, U.S.A. with l1is wife Elizabeth 
Williams. He settled in the Buttonville area in the Fourtl1 Concession in 1808 and soon 
acqt1ired n1ore tl1a11 200 acres on Lot 13, Concession 4, Markl1an1 Tow11sl1ip. Captt1red by 
tl1e Americru1s at York in 1813, Butto11 l1ad organised tl1e first Regi111ent of tl1e Yo1·k 
Militia in 1811 and it became known as Captain Button's Troop of Markham Dragoons. A 
leading Tory, l1e was active dt1ring the Rebellion of 1837 and was appointed a magistrate. 

Tl1e future hamlet of Buttonville was created in 1842 wl1en Button subdivided tl1e soutl1-
west con1er of lot 14 into qt1arter-acre lots arra11ged along tl1e 4tl1 line and a baclc street 
(Butto11ville Cresce11t East), witl1 11ine lots i11 all sold. Bt1tto11 disct1ssed tl1is p1·oject witl1 
l1is colleague, tl1e Hon. Robert Baldwin in a letter dated September 4, 184;2, giving as a fair 
price $50.00 for tl1e fro11t lots and $40.00 for tl1ose along tl1e back street. Altl1ough closely 
associated witl1 tl1e Bt1ttonville l1amlet, tl1e property at 25 Burr Crescent was located 
sliglitly outside tlie urban area on tlie north bank of the Rouge River. 

111 1861, Jol1n Button died, survived by two of l1is seven cl1ildre1i,. son Francis and 
daughter, Elizabeth. Elizabeth was married to Timothy Munro (Monroe). He was a 
member of Jolm Button's cavalry troop. In 1837, he changed allegiance and joined 
Mackenzie's Rebels. Timotliy was arrested in Marcli 1838, but with tl1e aid of liis fatl1er­
in-law's influence, was released by May. Evidently, Timothy Munro was forgiven by his 
family as lie was nanied an executor of Jolin Button's will. 

On April 22, 1862, 72 acres of Jol1n Button's fann in Lot 15, Concession 4, came into tl1e 
possession of Timotl1y Mt111ro and wife Elizabetl1. Tl1ere were a nl1tnber of sl1bseqltent 
tra11sactio11s of tl1e property as a resttlt of tl1e will, witli tl1e e11d 1·est1lt bei11g tl1e sale of tl1is 
property to William Will1nott for $3700. Willian1 Willmott is believed to be related to 
Jackson Willmott, wl10 built a liouse in tl1e village, wliicl1 still sta1ids at 9001 Woodbi11e 
A venue. It is tl1ought that William Willmott built tlie property after 1870, b11t it is not 
known whether or not he actually lived there. It is possible tliat it was built and sold to tl1e 
next owner oftl1e property, William Burr. 

On October 14, 1878 the property was sold to Williani Burr for $5,800. Tl1e B11rr family 
_ were active reside11ts in the Buttonville community. William Burr lived until 1914 and 

du1·ing his time in Buttonville l1e was active in tli.e scliool board, I1olding il1e positio11 of 
secretary in 1883. He was also a supporter of the Metl1odist Cl1urcl1. The fam1 was passed 
to his son, Cline and wife Gillian who were also active in tlie churcli and the Women's 
Institute. They l1osted many garden parties, q11ilting bees and evening e11chres. 

William Burr's son's Russell and Newton took over the running of the farm after tlieir 
father's death. 

T11 1979, tl1e Bt1rr.s rcti1·ccl to Ma1·kl1an1 a11d sold tl1c farn1 to .I-It1111bolt Properties. Until 
1970, the Burr fa1m was known for its milk production and quality. Tl1e house now sits on 

_its 'original site at tl1e edge of a subdivision, north of tl1e hamlet ofButtonville. 
• 
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Architectural Reasons 

• 

Altl1ough altered in recent years, th~ building located at 25 Burr Crescent, continues to 
exl1ibit characteristics of a vernacular Gothic Revival style frame cottage from the 3rd 

Q11arter of tl1e 19111 Ce11t111-y and represents tl1c simple, f1111ctional tastes of tl1e ea1·liest 
E11ropca11 pio11ee1·s i11 Mark11a111. 

Tl1e hot1se is a 1 Yi storey frame cottage built on a T-shaped plan with a Gothic gable facing 
tl1c st1·ect f1·011tagc. It l1,1s ,1 111cdi11111 1)itcl1cd g,1blc c11cl 1·oof ,111cl is 01· wooclc11 f1·,1111ccl 
construction. According to a photograph, c.1990, the l1ouse was originally clad witl1 
narrow, featl1er-edge clapboard. The comers of tl1e building were structurally and visually 
reinforced by vertical sqt1are timbers. In the 1990s the house was re-clad in board and 
batten siding. Tl1e c.1990 pl1otograpl1 also shows details of tl1e origi11al decorative wood 
front po1·cl1. · 

Tl1e house features a11 attractive front doorway witl1 original sideligl1ts and a transom. The 
windows on the house are original rectangular, wood, double hung with true divided lights 
and real muntin bars in a 2/2 pane division. 

Contextual Reasons 

Tl1e Burr House exhibits a strong contextual significance for its association witl1 tl1e 
I1istoric l1a1nlet of Buttonville. Together with the otl1er frame houses in the vicinity, the 
I1ot1se provides a sense of the former rural hamlet of Buttonville. The structure is an 
in1porta11t co11trib11tor to tl1e B11ttonville Heritage Co11servation District St11dy Area. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Tl1e owners of tl1e property l1ave agreed to allow tl1e Town of Markllan1 to desig11ate tl1e 
Burr House under the Ontario Heritage Act and register such title against the title of tl1e 
lands as one of tl1e conditions of a site plan agreement for tl1e construction of an addition to 
tl1c dwelli11g . 

- • 




