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• 

September 17, 1999 

 
 

60 Drawbridge Drive 
Markham, Ontario 
L6C 2G8 

.. 

• 

Dear : 

Re: By-law 146-1999 - To Designate a Certain Property 
as being of Historic and/or Architectural Value 
or Interest (The Vincent Wagg House -
60 Drawbridge Drive) File: 16.11.3 

CORPORATE SERVICES COMMISSION 
Clerk's Department 

• 
• 

RECEIVED 

SEP 2 4 1999 
CONSERVATION R 

BOARD 

This will advise that Council, at its meeting held August 31 51
, 1999 passed By-law 146-

1999 to designate ''The Vincent Wagg House'', 60 Drawbridge Drive, as being of historic 
and/or architectural value or interest. 

• 

A copy of the by-law, with the pertinent registration data, is attached for your 
information . 

• e rr1son 
nager, Secretariat Services 

JH/jik 

Encl. 

c: :The Ontari'Q H§)ri,tag§ .foundation: 
Mr. Regan Hutcheson, Manager, Heritage Planning 

• 

Town of Markham Anthony Roman Centre 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontario L3R 9W3 
(905) 477-7000 • Fax (90.5) 479-7771 • Website: www.city.markham.on.ca 
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A by-law to dcsig11atc a ccrtai11 property as bei11g of 
I-Iistoric and/or Arcl1itectural Value or Interest 

The Vincent Wagg Rous~ 

REAS Pursuant to Part IV of tl1e Ontario Heritage Act, tl1e council of a 1nunicipality 
is autl1orized to e11act by-laws to designate a real property, including all tl1e buildi11gs and 
structures tl1ereon, to be ofl1istoric m1d/or architectural value or inte1·est; 

REAS tl1e Council oftlle Corporatio11 of the Town of Markham has caused to 
be served on tlle owners oftl1e lands and premises at: . 

60 Drawbridge Drive 
Mark11ain, Ontario 
L6C2G8 

• 

• 

and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation, notice of intention to designate Tl1e Vincent 
Wagg House, located at 60 Drawbridge Drive, and has caused sucl1 notice of intention to be 
published once in a newspaper having a general circulatio11 in the municipality; 

• 

REAS tl1e reasons for designation are set out in Scl1edule ''B'' attached hereto 
• 

and forming part of this by-law; 

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF 
HEREBY ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. THAT tlle following real property, more particularly described in Schedule ''A'' 
attached hereto and forming part of this by-law is hereby designated as being of 
historic and/or architectural value or interest: 

• 

The Vincent Wagg House 
60 Drawbridge Drive 
Town of Markham 
Tl1e Regional Municipality of York 

2. THAT the Town Solicitor is l1ereby authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be 
registered against the property described in Schedule ''A'' attached hereto in the 
property Land Registry Office. 

, 

READ A FIRST, SECOND, TB I RD TIJ:vfE 
31ST DAY OF AUGUST, 1999 . 

• 

GORDON WHICHER, ACTING CLERK 

i... PASSED THIS 

• 
, 

• 
• • 

• 

SENS,MAYOR 

I, fteyJo1" wk i<-~(-1( , ACTING TOWN CLERK 
OF THE TOWN OF MARKHAM, CERTIFY THAT 
THE ATTACHED IS A TBUE COP, • · . 

• ' 
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In the Town of Markha111 in the Regional Municipality of York, property description as 
follows: 

Lot 138, Plan 65M-3251 
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STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DESIGNATION . ' . 

Historical Significance 
• ' I 

The house at 9929 Kennedy Road (Also !mown as 4649 Major MacI(enzie Drive), located 
on the west half of Lot 20, Concession 6, was built in 1898 by Vincent Wagg, wl10 natned 
tl1e l1ouse ''Rose Mou11t''. Tl1c date of co11st1uctio11 is co11finncd by a date sto11c i11 tl1e 
nortl1 wall wl1icl1 states ''Rose Mou11t Erected by Vince11t Wagg A.D. 1898''. 

A photograph of the house taken c.1910 sl1ows the fa1·1nstead as it was at tl1at time and 
provides clear indication that the house has changed very little since it was built. 

, 

In Marcl11914, the property was sold to Fred and EID1na Bagg, and their family lived on 
the property until tl1e 1950's when it was sold to the I-faig Family . 

• 

The history of Rose Mount is one of the 1nost well documented in the Markham area, as a 
result of a clrronicle written by Ila (Bagg) Groskorth, the daugl1ter of Fred and Emina 
Bagg, wl1icl1 details her years on tl1e far1n. 

The second owner of the property, Frederick James Bagg is described in his obituary, dated 
1950 as a prominent Jersey breeder in Markham Township. 

Frederick Bagg and Emina Kennedy were mac·ried in 1912 and two years later acquired tl1e 
Wagg family farm at Lot 20, Concession 6, Markham Township. Tl1e fa1n1 was said to be 
one of the finest in the Township and ''produced many fine crops''. 

The Baggs raised a family which included two daughters Ila and Hazel, and three sons 
Ronald, Ewart and Bruce. The family were members of Central United Church in 
Unionville and Mr. Bagg was an elder of the cl1urch for some years. 

At the time of his death, Mr. Bagg was president of the local branch oftl1e Mille Producers 
Association. He was a past director of the Canadian Jersey Breeder's Club. He was 
director of the Mark11am and East York Agricultural Society for a number of years and was 
president oftl1e Markham Fair in.1948. 

Mr. Bagg was keenly interested in showing Ii.is Jersey cattle at all the large exhibitions. He 
exltlbited at the CNE and Royal Winter Fair for.many years and ofte11 came home witl1 
prizes. I-:Ie also sl1owed a large number ofl1is cattle at the Mark11am Fair as well as otl1ers 
in the vicinity. 

· Although Rose Mount was built in 1898, the recorded history of the property on which it 
stands dates back to over 90 years earlier, when it was originally designated as a Crown 
Rese1-ve lot. In 1804 John Stober (Stiver) leased the property :fro1n tl1e Crown. In 1828, 
the Crown Reserves were granted to King's College. John Robinson whose far1nstead was 
located across the side road 011 Lot 20, Concession 5, purchased the property from the 
College in 1842. 

A review oftl1e various commercial directories and the Assessment Rolls (1852-1855) 
indicated that John Robinson rented tltls property first to Henry Jennings ru1d then to Henry 
Hooper. 

John Robinson died in 1876 and bequeathed the west half of Lot 20, Concession 6 to his 
son William. Williarh soon married Edith Catherine Eckardt and they are listed at tltls site 
on the 1881 Census with tl1eir two eldest childre11. 

Structures are illustrated at this location on the 1853 ~d 1878 historic maps of Markham 
Township. The 1851 Census Report lists Henry Jerulings and family in a one-storey brick 
dwelling at this location. It is possible tl1at part of the original structure was i11corporated 
into Rose Mount in 1898, possibly tl1e kitchen wing. 
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m 1997, the property was being rented to by Mattainy Homes. As a 
result of tl1e developn1ent of a subdivision on the property, tl1e original barns, outbuildings 
ai1d a stone 111ilk l1ouse, witl1 a date sto11e ''1915'' were de111olisl1ed in tl1at yea1·. Tl1e Wagg 
l1ouse is to be i11co1porated i11 tl1e plan of subdivision . 

• 

Architectural Significance 
• • • 

Rose Moui1t, built in 1898 by Vincent Wagg is an excellent, and well preserved exa1nple of 
a Markhai11 fan11stead from tl1e late 19111 Century. Tl1e l1ouse is a late exainple of the Gotl1ic 
Revival Style. Unlike earlier 1911

' Century examples oftl1e style, tl1e detailing on Rose 
Mount is co11siderably more reserved. This is a reflectio11 of'tl1e cl1anging tastes at the nun 
of the century towards sin1plicity in architectural form. 

The house was photograpl1ed c.1910, 12 years after it was built and appears little cl1anged 
• 

since that time. Tl1e only cl1anges of note are the enlargement of the lower north window 
011 tl1e fi·ont facade (c.1920s-40s), tl1e additio11 of a vestibule 011 tl1e side (nortl1) door, and 
the removal oftl1e original front door and storn1 door in 1997 after the house was vacated . 

• 

The design oftl1e house is unique in Mark11a111 Township. It is a full 2 storeys in height 
witl1 a gothic pointed window, witl1 l1alfvent in the attic which gives tl1e impression that it 
is taller. 

Tl1e windows on the house are wood double hung with a 1/1 pane division. These are 
consistent with those whicl1 appear on the hist.oric photograph. The storm windows on tl1e 
upper level of the house are of a 2/2 pane divisio11 witl1 swing light ventilator panes. 

Tl1e veranda is asymmetrical and extends fully around the north side of the l1ouse, but does 
not extend around the south side. Tl1e veranda is enhanced by a fleur-de-lis wood pattern, 
brackets with a wheat detail and drops. At about c.1915, the north door was enclosed in a 
vestibule beneath tl1e veranda. Tl1is featu1·e blends i11, well with tl1e l1ouse ai1d is 
sufficiently old to be considered part of tl1e l1ouse. The underside of the verai1da roof is 
sloped at tl1e sa1ne angle as tl1e i11terior oftl1e roof. 

The original :front door l1as been removed, l1owever, video evidence taken by Heritage 
Section staff in 1997 indicates that it was a wood partially glazed door with ornate 
detailing. The storm door was also partially glazed with two pai1els in tl1e lower 1 I 4 . 
Above tl1e front doo1· is a single transom window . 

• 

An interesting feature on the north side of the house is a date stone which states ''ROSE 
MO ERECTED BY VINCENT WAGG A.D. 1898''. 

Tl1e historic pl1otograpl1 reveals that the chimneys oh the house were originally corbeled in 
a typical late 19lh century design. Parts of the original chixnneys continue to be evident. 
The pl1otograph also indicates that the original roof cladding material was likely wood 
shingle. 

To the rear of the main l1ouse is a one stozy addition whicl1 may incorporate the original 
l1ouse on the site. 

The house is of frame construction with a brick veneer. The l1ouse is c11rrently painted a 
crea111 colour. The historic photograph reveals that the house was also a light colour 
c.1910. This may be because of a light coloured brick, 01· it is possible tl1at tl1e l1ouse was 
painted early in its l1istory. The paint appears to adhere well to tl1e brick-work and sl1ould 
not be ren1oved. 

Contextual Significance 
• - 2 • 

• 

Rose Mount is of contextual significance as an important reminder in the vicinity of tl1e 
agricultural landscape which existed on the property and elsewhere in the vicinity. 
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