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CORPORATE SERVICES COMMISSION 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~"Dilflft.TI!IYED 

July 16, 2001 

The Corporation of the Town of Markham 

JUL 2 5 2001 
CONSERVATION REVIEW 

BOARD 

Attention: Mr. Bob Nicholson, Capital Assets Management 
101 Town Centre Boulevard 
Markham, Ontario 
L3R 9W3 ·· • 

Dear Mr. Nicholson: 

Re: By-Law #2001-171 - To Designate Property as being of 
Historic and/or Architectural Value or Interest 
The George Pingle Jr. House - 4022 Major Mackenzie Drive 

Clerk's Department 

This will advise that Council at its meeting held on June 26, 2001 pas$ed By-law 2001-
171, to designate ''George Pingle Jr. House, 4022 Major Mackenzie Drive, as being of 
historic and/or architectural value or interest. 

A registered copy of the by-law is attached for your information. 

Yours truly, 

Encl. 

SB/jik 

c: he Ontario Heritage Foundation 
Mr. R. Hutcheson, Heritage Planner 

• 
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Town of Markham Anthony Roman Centre 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontario L3R 9W3 
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Clause 2, Report No. 27, 2001 

EXCELLENCE 

-

A by-law to designate a certain property as being of 
I-I islo1·ic ,111cl/01· A1·cl1i lcclt11·,1l V ,1l t1c or Inte1·cst 

Tl1e George Pingle Jr. House 

WHEREAS Pursuant to Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, the council of a municipality 
is at1tl101·ized to e11act by-laws to designate a real proJJerty, incl11ding all tl1e buildings and 
structt1res tl1ereon, to be of l1istoric and/or arcl1itectt1ral value or interest; 

• 

WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Markham l1as caused to 
be served on the owners of the lands and premises at: 

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF M 
101 Town Centre Boulevard 
Markha1n, Ontario L3R 9W3 
Attention: Mr. Bob Nicholson, Capit~l Assets Management 

a11d upon tl1e Ontario Heritage Foundation, notice of intention to designate The George 
Pi11gle Jr. House, located at 4022 Major Mackenzie Drive, Marldiam, and has caused such 
notice of intention to be publisl1ed once in a newspaper l1aving a general circulation in the 
municipality; 

AND WHEREAS the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule ''B'' attacl1ed hereto 
a11d forming part oftl1is by-law; 

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF , 
MART(HAM T-IEREBY ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

I. THAT tl1e following real property, more partic11larly described in Scl1edule ''A'' 
attached l1ereto and forming part of this by-law is l1ereby desig11ated as being of 
I1istoric a11d/or arcl1itect11ral val11c or interest: 

Tl1e George Pingle Jr. House 
4022 Major Mackenzie Drive 
Town ofMarkham 
Tl1e Regional Municipality ofYork 

2. TI-TAT tl1c Tow11 Solicitor is l1ercby at1tl1orized to ca11sc a COJJY oftl1is by-law to be 
registered against tl1e property described in Schedule ''A'' attached hereto in tl1e 
property Land Registry Office. 

READ A FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD TIME AND PASSED THIS 

I. ' :Jt"~'--t' !4"'-tv,'!>c,1, ACTll~G TOWN CLERK 
OF I OWN OF MARKHAM, CERTIFY THAT 
T E A. 1 CHED IS A TRUE COPY. 

l 
.. ----~·- .. -­~· ... - ~- .. ·-... ~- ..... ""'···-

"k:;/ -
SHEILA BIRRELL, TOWN CLERK ·DON COUSENS, MAYOR 
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In tl1e Town ofMarkl1am in tl1e Regional Mt1nicipality of York, property description as 
follows: 

PT. LTS 21 & 22, CON. 5 
PTS 1, 3 & 4, PL 65R23342 
TOWN OF MARKHAM 
REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK 
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2001-171 

STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 
• 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Construction of the l1ouse at 4022 Major Mackenzie Drive (Lot 21, Concession 5)is 
believed to l1ave begun c.1842 by George Pingle Jr. (1810-1877) son of George Pi11gle 
(1770-1852) one of the original Berczy settlers. The l1ouse achieved its current for1n 
c.1895-1900 tlrrougl1 the addition of a crearri coloured brick veneer and extended basement 
walls. ' • 

Geo1·ge Pi11gle S1·., was bon1 in Scl1leswig-Holstein or Denmark in 1770 and came to North 
A111e1·ica i11 1792 witl1 l1is father Jocl1i1n (then 64), motl1e1· Alma Maria (then 59) and 
siblings Jol1n Henry, Elizabetl1, Henry and Joachim Jr. Jocl1im drew Lot 22, Concessio11 6, 
George drew Lot 21, Concession 6 and John Henry drew Lot 22, Cone. 7. John Henry's 
so11, Henry Pi11gle, wl10 as a Sergeant in the militia led a detacl1ment of Button's 1st Yorl( 
Cavalry to Detroit in August of 1812, to assist General Brock in his capture of tl1e fort 
tl1er.e. 

I11 1806, Geo1·ge Pi11gel (later Pingle) was leased 200 acres on Lot 21, Co11cession 5 from 
tl1e Crown. The patent for tl1e property was issued to King's College by tl1e Crown on 
Jant1ary 3, 1828, l1owever it \.Vas 11eve1· registe1·ed. !11 1838, I<ings College sold tl1e 
p1·01Jerty to Geo1·ge Pi11glc. ' 

• 

It is not known whetl1e1· George Pingel Sr. ever lived on the property, since l1e is listed on 
tl1e Berczy settle1nent report of 1798 as being on Lot 21, Concession 6, 11oweve1·, the 
c. t 855 I ll11stratccl I-Iisto1·y of Y 01·k Co1111ty i11clict1tcs tl1at wl1c11 l1c a11cl J1is wi fc ca111c to 
Mru·k11am tl1ey settled on Lot 21, Concession 5. By tl1e time oftl1e 1851 Census, one year 
before l1is deatl1, George Sr. was 79 years old and living with his wife Mary in a brick 1 
sto1·ey dwelling 011 Lot 22, Concession 6. 

, 

It is 111ost lil(ely tl1at tl1e l1ouse was initially const1·ucted i11 1842, m·ound tl1e ti111e of tl1e 
marriage of George Pingle Jr. to Eleanor Robinson (1819-1905) who was bon1 in England. 
Tl1e wide floorboa1·ds visible in tl1e base111ent, st1pported by ba1·k covc1·cd logs, a1·c 
co11sistent witl1 tl1e type of constr11ction t1sed in otl1er l10111es in tl1e area of tl1is vi11tage. 

Togetl1er George Jr. and Eleanor Pingle had a family of seve11 cl1ildren, tl1ree of wl1on1 died 
i11 i11f,111cy. 1'11e foL11· st11·vivi11g cl1illl1·e11 we1·e All)e1·t R., I-Io111e1·, Ele,11101· ,111cl J\g11es. 1'11e 
1851 Census lists George as a farn1er, witl1 l1is wife and two cl1ildre11 i11 a 011e sto1·ey f1·a111e 
l1ot1se. Also in tl1e l1ot1sel1old was Elizabetl1 Pittch aged 19, along witl1 Jol1n Stiver aged 
24, and Robert Robi11son, aged 38 who were listed as farm labourers. The Pingle family 
were 1ncn1bcrs of tl1c Cl111rcl1 of E11gla11d. 011 tl1c adjoi11i11g JJrope1·ty to tl1e east resided 
George's elder brotl1er Jolm Pi11gle witl1 l1is wife Ja11e (Hu11ter) a11d tl1eir six cl1ildre11 . 

• 

By tl1e time of tl1e 1861 Census, George a11d Eleanor Pingle were living in a 112 storey 
dwelling witl1 tl1eir tl1ree cl1ildren. In 1871, George and Eleano1· Pingle are approacl1ing 
retirement age on the property. George is still liste.d as a fa1·mer and is reported to be of 
Da11isl1 origi11. Tl1cy were joi11ed at tl1is time by tl1eir son, Albert, da11gl1ter Agnes a11cl a 
Tl1omas Vague, a farmer, born in England aged 51 years. 

George Pingle died in 1877, and the property was sold to Jacob Stiver in the same year. 
Elea11or Pi11gle 111oved to Lot 11, Co11cessio11 6 to live witl1 l1er son, Albert aged 31, wl10 
was a pl1ysician. 

By tl1e time oftl1e 1881 censt1s, tl1e property was occt1pied by George Stiver, a farmer aged 
37 and l1is wife Elizabetl1 (Simpson). George Stiver was the eldest son of Francis Stiver 
(Stoeber) (1793-1879), who as an infant arrived in Markhatn Berczy Settlers in 1794 witl1 
l1is fatl1er Jol1n Nicholas Stoeber and mother Ailna. 
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It is believed tl1at George and Elizabetl1 Stiver· died cl1ildless, since in 1892 tl1eir Estate 
was sold by l1is brotl1ers and sisters to their nepl1ews Cl1arles H. Stiver and Francis L. 
Stiver, so11s of Jacob Stiver, (1831-1892), tl1e eighth cl1ild of Francis Stiver and Elizabeth 
Lindsay. !11 1896 Francis Stiver sold l1is part of tl1e property to Charles I-i. Stiver. 

Charles H. Stiver was born on March 27, 1869 to parents Jacob and Mary (Lownsbrougl1) 
Stive1·. C.T-I. as l1e was k11ow11 eve11t11ally bcca111e 011c of tl1c n1ost s11cccssf11l me111be1·s of 
ll1e loc,11 lJt1si11css est,1blisl1111e11t i11 ll1e are,1. I·Je st,11·lecl i11 bt1si11ess by talci11g over ll1e 
1·t11111i11g of tl1e ge11e1·al sto1·e 011 Mai11 Street (186 Mai11 Street U11ionville, now den1olisl1ed), 
fron1 l1is second cot1sin Reuben Stiver. C.H. Stiver gradually entered into politics a11cl 
gained mo1·e inflt1ence witl1 tl1ose i11 power. In tl1e late 1890's l1e was a men1ber of tl1e 
Marlcl1a111 Tow11sl1ip Refom1 Associatio11. 

C.I-I. Stiver· was also i11volved witl1 tl1e Unior1ville literary society, where he participated in 
tl1eir regular debates. They were often held in ''Stiver Hall'', above the gene1·al sto1·e on 
Mai11 St1·eet. I11 addition l1e was very involved in Bethesda Lutl1eran cl111rch. 

011 January 9, 1899, at a mere thirty years of age, l1e was appointed township clerk and 
treasurer of tl1e Ma1·kham Township Council. Stiver was also involved witl1 l1is brotl1er 
Francis Lownsbrough Stiver in tl1e operation of tl1e. Unionville grain elevations, which he 
bo11gl1t in the early 1900s (Dominion Coal building). Tl1e grain buying business proved to 
be a great success, and witl1in a few years tl1ey had elevato1·s at Stouffville and A11rora as 
well as offices at Uxbridge. 

In 1907, Cl1arles H. Stiver built l1is large l1ome at 202 Main Street Unionville for l1is 
family. Unfort11nately, Stiver tragically passed away at tl1e yo1111g age of 49, afte1· 
d1·owr1i11g i11 Wilcox Lake. Stive1· co11ti11t1e_d to owr1 tl1e fa1111 at 4022 Major· Macl(e11zie 
Drive until l1is death, however, it is not clear as to wl1etl1er l1e ever lived there or'for l1ow 
long. It is possible that l1e may have resided tl1ere for a brief time in tl1e 1nid-1890s, before 
cor11ing to Ur1io11ville, l1owever by tl1e 190 I Ce11s11s, tl1e l1ot1sc was lived i11 by tl1c f a111ily 

• 
of Edn1t111d Brow11 wl10 were te11a11ts 011 tl1e site. 

Ed1nund Brow11 was aged 45 at tl1e time of tl1e 1901 Census, l1e was listed as a frun1er, of 
E11glisl1 origi11 bon1 i11 Ontario. He lived tl1er·e witl1 l1is wife Margaret (aged 29), so11s 
George (aged 8) and Martin (aged 4) and daughter Mabel (aged 6). Also in tl1e ho11sehold 
was a Mr. Wyerla11d , aged 18 wl10 is listed as a servant. Tl1e l1ouse at tl1at time is listed as 
being of brick construction witl1 10 rooms. Brown was fanning 194 acres of property and 
l1ad four outb11ildings on tl1e site. 

According to Ms. Mary (Kerr) Stiver, widow of Howard Francis Stiver, one of tl1e sons of 
C.H. Stiver, the property was leased to a number of other families over the years. In about 
tl1e year 1905 tl1e l1ome was leased to Robert Sn1itl1 a11d l1is wife Saral1 (Hoover·). 
According to Town of Mark11arn, Official Historia11 Lome Smitl1, (a grandso11 of Robert 
a11d Saral1 Sn1itl1), tl1ey operated a n1ixed ge11eral far111 at tl1e tir11e. Robert and Saral1 can1e 
to tl1c l1ot1se fi·o111 Toro11to witl1 tl1ei1· two clat1gl1ters, a11cl two of tl1eir so11s, were bor11 on 
tl1e prope1·ty. Tl1c yot111ger son was Nelso11 Smitl1, fatl1er of Lorne S111itl1. Nelson S111itl1 
remembered that l1is room inclt1ded the front centre gable. The Smith family lived in the 
ho11se 11ntil 1917. Lome Smith is now the Town of Markham official Historian. 

Marein Stoctor1 Stiver· (Burknolde1·) (1876-1965) widow of Cl1ar·Ies Howar·d Stiver ow11ed 
tl1e far1n from the time of the deatl1 of her l1usband in 1918 to 1956 when it was sold to l1er 
so11, Howard Francis Stiver. At the time of tl1eir assumption of tl1e property, rioward 
F1·a11cis Stiver and l1is wife Mary b11ilt a new brick rar1cl1 style bttngalow on la11d located 
ir11mediately to the west. 

According to Mary Stiver, at the time tl1ey took over tl1e'property, tl1ey e1nbarked on some 
in1provements, including tl1e layir1g down of a new floor surface, addition of a bathroom 
and improvement of tl1e kitcl1en. Mrs. Stiver ren1embers tl1at at tl1at ti1ne, tl1e ho11se \Vas 
11ot J)ainted, a11d tl1at tl1c origi11al crea111 colot1red brick \Vas exposed. M1·s. Stive1· ,1lso 
remembers tl1at tl1e rear addition was in existence at tl1at time. Among the tenant families 
that Mrs. Stiver remembers were the Hill family in the late 1950s followed by Jack Harper, 
tl1e Cl1ivas family and tl1e H11el111 fan1ily. 

• 
• 
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Howa1·d Fra11cis Stiver is of note for l1is plru1ting of tl1e large pine forest in the rear of tl1e 
property wl1ich still exists today. He did so with the l1elp of Lionel Dawson, a Britisl1 
evacuee that Howard and Mary took during the Second World War. According to Lome 
S1nitl1, Howard Stiver ran a pipe from a spring in the forest. to his barns to feed and water 
l1is livestock. 

In 1986, Howard Francis Stiver sold tl1e farm to tl1e Stollery Fa111ily (Ai1gus Gle11 
Developments). Howard Francis Stiver passed away in 1995. Mary Stiver contint1es to 
reside today in Markham. In 2000, tl1e house was purchased by the Town of Markham as 
tl1e site of a ft1tt1re recreation centre. 

J-Iistorical Summai·y 
Tl1e Gco1·gc Pi11glc .T1·. I-Iotrsc at 4022 Major· Macl(c11zic D1·ivc is belicvecl to f1,1vc bee11 
built c.1842 by George Pingle Jr (1810-1877) tl1e son of George Pingle (1770-1852) wl10 
was one of tl1e original Berczy settlers. The original l1ouse was likely a frame dwelling 
bt1ilt in tl1e Nee-Classical Style. In 1881, tl1e property was acquired by George Stiver, tl1e 
so11 of F1·a11cis Stiver (origi11ally Stoeber) wl10 arrived in Markl1a1n in 1794 as a11 infant 
witl1 the original Berczy setters. In 1892 tl1e property was acquired by Cl1arles H. Stiver, a 
leading figt1re in tl1e Unionville Community and remained in the ownersl1ip of l1is fa1nily 
t111til 1986. It is believed tl1at soon after tl1e l1ot1se was acquired by tl1e Stivers, major 
n1odificatio11s were ca11·ied ot1t i11cluding tl1e additio11 of a brick ve11eer and the cl1angi11g of 
tl1e roofli11e to a Gotl1ic Revival form. Since tl1e Stivers lived elsewl1ere in the co1nmunity, 
tl1e l1ot1se at 4022 Major MacKenzie Drive was occupied for most of the 201

h Century by 
te11a11t far111ers, one of \Vl1on1 was Robert Smitl1, a desce11dant of a Berczy Setters and tl1e 
fatl1er of Town I-Iistorian Lome Smith. 

• 

• 

' 

ARCHITECTURAL BACKGROUND 
Tl1e l1ouse at 4022 Major Mackenzie Drive is believed to l1ave been co11strt1cted c.1842 by 
George Pingle, who was the son of Berczy settlers. ' 

Based on tl1e design of tl1e 11earby John Henry Pi11gle Hot1se, built c.1830, and tl1e visible 
propo1iions, it is believed tl1at the original design of the l1ouse was likely a one storey, neo­
classical frame house. The quality of tl1e floorboards visible in tl1e basement indicates that 
tl1e original l1ouse was very well built. 

In tl1e late 1890s, consistent witl1 otl1er early Markl1an1 Tow11sl1ip l1ot1ses ( e.g. TI1e Pl1illi1)s­
Teasdale 1-Iouse), tl1e Classic Revival Pingle l1ot1sc was re11ovated to tl1e Gotl1ic Revival 
Style. Brick was added to the exterior of an ttnusual cream colot1red tone. It is believed 
tl1at at tl1is tin1e tl1e l1eigl1t of tl1e roof was raised, and tl1e fot111dation was exte11ded with a 
layer of early co11crete, i11 order to st1pport tl1e brickworl(. Tl1e brickwork is 1·emarkably 
si111il,11· l<) tl1,1l scc11 <)11 ll1c Vi11cc11l W,1gg l·lot1sc, l1t1ill i11 1897 loc,1lccl i111111ccli,1tcly lo ll1c 
east on tl1e east side of Ke1111cdy Road (now 60 Drawbridge Road i11 tl1e Matta1ny 
St1bdivision). 

According to a Mrs. Mary Stiver, the wife of a Howard F. Stiver, a former owner of tl1e 
house, tl1e building was painted only in tl1e last 50 years. At the tin1e of tl1eir acquisitio11 of 
the property, tl1e l1ouse l1ad 1/1, wood double hung windows and gable end corbeleld brick 
cl1imneys. The existing rear kitcl1en addition was in existence. The existing ·wood porcl1, 
was built c.1986 and is a close reproduction of tl1e original, whicl1 is documented in 
Heritage Markham photographs dated c.1977. 

Although tl1e house has been altered in recent years, tl1e late 19111 Century for1n of the house 
is still very much discernible. Tl1e c.1897 front door is also in existence, as are tl1e angled 
brick voussours over the windows and doors, the original wide plank floors . 

• 

In order to restore the house to its' c.1897 appearance the following works would be 
required to be undertaken: 
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1) clean brickwork; 
2) re-install, wood fra1ne, double l1ung 1/1 windows 
3) lower front porch to original l1eight, · eliminate ceiling (interior slope should be 

consistent with exterior slope); 
4) re-install wood sill on lower, west elevation; 
5) re-install original corralled brick chimneys on gable ends; 
6) install a 3/8'' taper sawn cedar shingle roof with a 4Yz'' weatl1er; 
7) re-point veneer brickwork with brick of a lime rich mortar; 
8) remove vinyl cladding from rear; 

It is unclear l1ow much of tl1e original l1ouse remains. Given the sturdy construction 
teclmiques employed in those parts of the original house that are visible, it is clear that the 
George Pingle House was well built from the outset. Most likely the origi11al frame walls 
and floors are extant beneath the brickwork. Given the height and relatively steep slope of 
the roof, it appears tl1at tµe original roofwas likely of a medium pitch witl1 returned 
cornice, si1nilar to tl1at see11 at tl1e Jol111 Henry Pingle House at 9641 Kennedy Road. The 
01·iginal windows were likely 6/6 pane division, with a six panelled cross and bible door. It 
is u11clea1· wl1at tl1e original siding would l1ave been. 

CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND 
Tl1e George Pi11gle Hot1se is of contextual significance for its strong association witl1 the 
Berczy settlers, the founders of the Town of Markham. Give11 that there are so few first 
generation Berczy houses existing in Markham, the second generation l1ouses sucl1 as this 
represent one of the most tangible links with the origins of present day Markham . 

• 

• 

Tl1e l1011se is part of tl1e n1ral co1111111111ity of Colty Cor11crs, \vl1icl1 was foc11scd 011 tl1c 
scl1ooll1ouse at tl1e i11tersectio11 of Ke1111edy Road a11d Major Macl(e11zie Drive East. 

Tl1e house is also part of a11 historic grot1ping of hon1es 
associated with the Stiver family in tl1e immediate vicinity. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE • 

and buildings whicl1 were 
• 

The house is located on the site of a proposed Town of Markham recreation centre. 
A venues for tl1e adaptive reuse of the dwelling are being explored. Potential uses include 
an office, daycare facility of a senior's drop in centre. Restoration of tl1e house to tl1e 
c.1897 period would be most preferable, since a relocation to the c.1842 period would be 
largely conjectural. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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