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RECEPflllDPb ' 
·-· ·- fiiii ,r .. .., CORPORATE SERVICES COMMISSION 

July 16, 2001 

The Corporation of the Town of Markham 

CONSERVATION REVIEW 
BOARD 

Attention: Mr. Bob Nicholson, Capital Assets Management 
101 Town Centre Boulevard 
Markham, Ontario 
L3R 9W3 

Dear Mr. Nicholson: 

,, • 
• 

Re: By-Law #2001-173 - To Designate Property as being of 
Historic and/or Architectural Value or Interest 
The Wismer-Lunau House - 5884 16th Avenue 

. 

Clerk's Department 

This will advise that Council at its meeting held on June 26, 2001 passed By-law 2001-
173, to designate ''The Wismer-Lunau House, 5884 16th Avenue, as being of historic 
and/or architectural value or interest. 

A registered copy of the by-law is attached for your information. 

Yours truly, 

Sheila Birrell 
Town Clerk 

Encl. 

SB/jik 

c: he Ontario Heritage Foundation 
Mr. R. Hutcheson, Heritage Planner 

• 
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Town of Markham Anthony Roman Centre 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontario L3R 9W3 
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Clause 4, Report No. 27, 2001 

of EXCELLENCE 

-

A by-law to designate a certai11 property as being of 
Historic and/or Architectural Valt1e or Interest 

The Wismer-Lunau House 

WiiEREAS Pu1·st1a11t to Part IV of tl1e 011tario Heritage Act, tl1e cou11cil of a mu11icipality 
is at1tl1orized to enact by-laws to designate a real property, including all tl1e buildings and 
structures tl1e1·eo11, to be of l1istoric and/or architectt11·al value or interest; 

• • 
AND WHEREAS the Cou11cil of the Corporation of the Town ofMark11am has caused to 
be served on tl1e owners of the lands and premises at: 

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF MA ........... 
101 Town Centre Blvd. 
Markhan1, Ontario L3R 9W3 
Attentio11: Mr. Bob Nicholson, Capital Assets Manage1nent 

and upon tl1e Ontario Heritage Fot1ndation, notice of intention to designate Tl1e Wismer­
Lunat1 House, located at 5884 16111 Avenue, Markham, a11d l1as cat1sed sucl1 notice of 
intention to be published once in a newspaper having a general circulation in the 
n1unicipality; 

' 

AND WHEREAS the reasons for designation are set ot1t in Scl1edule ''B'' attacl1ed hereto 
and forming part oftl1is by-law; 

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF 
M AM HEREBY ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. THAT tl1e following real property, more particularly described in Schedule ''A'' 
attacl1ed l1e1·eto a11d fonni11g part of tl1is by-law is l1e1·eby desig11ated as bei11g of 
l1istoric and/or architectural value or interest: 

The Wismer-Lt1nau Iiouse 
5884 16111 Avcnttc 
Tow11 of Mark11am 
The Regional Mu11icipality of York 

• 

• 

2. THAT tl1e Town Solicitor is l1ereby autl1orized to cause a copy oftl1is by-law to be 
registered against the property described in Schedule ''A'' attached hereto in the 
property Land Registry Office. 

READ A FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD TIME AND PASSED TiiIS 
26·ri·t DAY OF , 2001. 

• 

SHEILA BIRRELL, TOWN CLERK 

• 

·-:;:--~:-:---:--~~~~~~ 
I,~., i'c. e l-w.-: >t 11 • ACTING TOWN CLERK 
OF THE TOWN OF MARKHAM, CERTIFY THAT 
THE CHED IS AT UE COPY. 

ON COUSENS, MAYOR 

--~-- .. 
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In the Tow11 of Markham in the Regional Municipality of York, prope1iy description as 
follows: 

PART LOT 16, CONCESSION 7 
DESIGNATED AS PART l PLAN 64R-7234 
TOWNOFM AM 
REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK 

• 

• 

• 

• 

' 

• 

• 



• 
:t· 

• 
• 

• 

• 

By-la,v 2001-173 
Page 3 

• 

• 

-

STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 
• • 

Tl1e Wismer-Lunau House is recommended for designation under Part IV of the Ontario 
Heritage Act because of its historical, architectural and contextual significance. 

f-IISTORICAL REASONS 

Tl1e l1ot1se at 5884 16111 A ve11t1e was bt1ilt i11 1899 by .Tessie T-Ioover Ray111c1· fo1· M1·. a11d 
Mrs. Elijal1 Wismer of Mount Joy. 

Jessie I-Ioove1· Ray111e1· (1857-1952), tl1e b11ilclc1· of tl1e l1ot1se was tl1e .fiftl1 el1ild of 
Cl11·istia11 Ray111c1· (1825-1885) a11d Na11cy Hoover. I-le was tl1c g1·eat g1·a11dso11 of tl1e 
Pennsylvania Ger·man Mennonite, Peter Reesor, who settled in Markham Townsl1ip in tl1e 
early 1800s. Jessie Raymer was born in Pickering Township and became a well known 
carpe11te1· in Picl.;:e1·i11g a11d Marl.;:l1am Townsl1ips. He was 111an·ied i11 1879 to Martl1a 
Connor, with whon1 he l1ad five cl1ildren and eventually moved to Vancouver, Britisl1 
Columbia, wl1ere l1e died in 1952. • 

• 

Elijal1 Wismer was tl1e son of David Wismer Jr. and Mary Toman. David Wismer Jr. was 
born in 1807, one year after his father David Wismer, a Pennsylvania German Mennonite, 
had come to Canada from Pennsylvania, where he settled on a 500 acre farn1. 

Elijal1 Wismer was bo1n in Markham in 1848. According to the 1881 Census, Elijah was a 
fa1·1ner, aged 33 on t11e property at Lot 16, Concession 7e in tl1at year with his wife, 
St1sa1111al1 (Strickler) aged 28 a11d tl1eir cl1ildre11 Cl1a1·les W. aged 8 and Ella, aged 5. Also 
living on tl1e p1·operty was Ellen Caley, an Irisl1 servant of tl1e Wis1ner family. · 

Susan11al1 Wismer was the daughter of Daniel and Clrristine Byer Strickler, wl1ose Qt1al(er 
ancestors catne fro1n Berne, Switzerland. Tl1ey l1ad arrived in Nortl1 An1erica fron1 
Holland in 1708 with a number of Palatinate Ge1·n1ans under the leadership of Conrad and 
Jacob Wismer. Initially settling in Pennsylvania, tl1e fa1nily soon moved to Markl1am. 

Tl1e Wis1ners (in Sarah's name) l1ad purcl1ased part oftl1e east Yi of the property in 1878 
from Daniel Strickler for $2000. Strickler had bega11 acquiring property on Lot 16, 
Concession 7 in 1849, wl1en l1e purchased 50 acres from Alexander Hunter. Ht111ter i11 tum 
l1ad obtained tl1e Crown patent for the property in 1845. 

In 1891, Elijal1 purcl1ased a furtl1er 50 acres oftl1e West Yi oftl1e East Yi fro1n Mary 
Wilson. It is pres1Jmed that Wismer, then aged 43, was acquiring tl1e parcel to botl1 
establisl1 tl1eir fam1 and plan for tl1eir retiren1ent. 

In 1899, tl1e Wismers l1ad a11 elaborate new frame hot1se built in tl1e tl1en popula1· Qt1ee11 
A11ne Style near tl1e con1111t1nity of Mot111t .Toy. 

Elijal1 Wisn1er lived for· over 20 years i11 this l1ome, before passing on Cl1ristn1as Day 1922, 
at tl1e age of 75 at tl1e l1ome ofl1is son in Toronto. According to his obituary, he l1ad bee11 
co11fi11ed to l1ed witl1 a11 a1·tl1ritic ill11ess for 11111cl1 of tl1e last 10 years ofl1is Ji·fc. Two years 
p1·eviot1s l1ovvevc1·, 110 was ,1blc to celeb1·ate alo11g side l1is wife, tl1e 50111 a1111ive1·s,11·y of tl1ei1· 

• 

1na1Tiage. By all accounts tl1is was a11 eve11tft1l fan1ily ret111io11 of tl1e desce11da11ts of tl1is 
early Ma1·k11am Pioneer family, and w~s probably l1eld at tl1e l1omestead at 5884 16111 

Avenue. His wife, Susannah passed away ten years later in 1935, when sl1e was in her 
82"d year. According to her obituary, Susannah Wismer was an active traveller in l1er late1· 
years, travelling five times across tl1e continent to visit and reside witl1 l1er cl1ildre11, wl10 
l1ad settled in Alberta and the United States. 

• 
• 
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After tl1e passing of the Wismer's, tl1e fann on Lot 16, Concession 7, with its large bank 
barn and elaborate Queen Alme style l1ouse known as ''Bonnie View'', was ac;:quired by the 
Lt1nat1 fa111ily, wl10 tl1e111selves were descended from Joacl1im Lunat1, a Marlcl1an1 Pioneer 
a11d Berczy settler. Despite tl1e adversity ofl1aving a severe disability, diabetes, Tl1e 
Lunau's so11, Jolm, born in 1930, went on to become one of Markham's most well known 
citizens. In fact, in his later years he was affectionately known as ''Mr. Ma1·k11arn'' for his 
wo1·lc i11 preserving and recording the history of tl1e commt1nity. 

F1·0111 l1is boyl1ood yea1·s, J olm Lt1nau collected and recorded the l1isto1y of the commt1nity 
from his l1on1e at ''Boru1ie View''. He established l1is own personal 1nuseum in the back 
yard i11 a reconstructed Ice Cream parlot1r, and in tl1e late 1960s was tl1e d1·iving force 
bcl1i11d tl1c cstablisl1111c11t oftl1c M,11·kl1a111 I-Ii.sto1·ical Society, ofwl1icl1 l1c w,1s .fi1·st 
president a11d tl1e Mark11am Museum, for which he was curator for almost two decades. 
From 1975 until 1987, Jolm Lunau served as l1isto1'ical advisor to Heritage Mark11am 

• 

(L.A.C.A.C.). In tl1e late 1980s, John Lunau helped to establish Canada's first ever 
!1eritagc st1bdivisio11 for 1·clocated l1e1:itage l101nes, wl1en l1e a11d l1is n1otl1e1· Ailce11 sold a 
large portion oftl1eir property to tl1e Town of Markham in order to establisl1 tl1e Markham 
Heritage Estates subdivision. His passion for history and heritage can be seen as a primary 
reason wl1y Markl1am, despite its extensive growtl1 over tl1e past 50 years, l1as always 
retained a strong sense of its l1istory and a desire to preserve its heritage . 

• 

Jolin Lu11au was also extensively involved witl1 tl1e Markham Fair, and was a long ti1ne 
t1·ainer of tl1e NI-IL Old-ti1ners l1ockey tea1n . 

. 101111 Lt111at1 passed ,1way i11 1994,. after l1clping to pl,111 tl1e M,1rll'..!1a111 Bice11tc1111i,1! 
Celebrations. His motl1er, Aileen (Lewis) Lt111at1, co11tint1ed to live on tl1e property t111til 
l1c1· deatl1 i11 l1e1· 9211

l
1 yca1·, i11 1999. · 

< 

Wl1e11 tl1e Lu11at1 p1·operty became available for sale i112000, tl1e Tow11 ofMarkl1am 
pt1rcl1ased the remaining Lunau parcel including tl1e ''Bonnie View'' ho11se in order to · 
expand tl1e Markl1am I-Ieritage Estates Subdivision. Tl1e Bo1111ie View 11ot1se, wl1icl1 is tl1e 
subject oftl1is designation report, is intended to be sold to a new purcl1aser, and restored to 
its original appearance, according to tl1e guidelines oftl1e Markham Heritage Estates 
St1bdivision. 

• 

ARCHITECT LREASONS 
Tl1e Wis1ner-Lt111au l1011se or ''Bonnie View'' is a11 excellent example of a wood f1·ame, 
Quee11 A11ne Styled fann dwelling, constructed at tl1e e11d of the 19111 Century. Althougl1 
altered i111·ece11t years, 111ucl1 of tl1e original fabric of tl1e str11ct111·c 1·c1nai11s. 

Tl1e house, b11ilt in 1899, stands two storeys in l1eigl1t in an L-Sl1aped plan witl1 a box bay 
to tl1e left of tl1e front facade. 

< 

An ot1tstandi11g featt1re of tl1e l1011se is its st1nb11rst patten1 t1·i1n, a11d Qt1een An11e Style 
(lc11ti le work i11 tl1c f1·011t a11d cast side gables. Acco1·di11g to ea1·Iy 20111 Ce11t111·y 
pl1otograpl1s, most of tl1is remains from tl1e time that the house was b11ilt. In tl1e l1istorical 
pl1otograpl1s, tl1e st1nb11rst pattern and dentiles were l1igl1ligl1ted with alternate dark and 
light paints. The detailing on the east side, while still elaborate, is slightly different from 
tl1c <lct,1ili11g 011 tl1c f1·011t clcv,1tio11. Colot1r ,111,1lysis oftl1c cxisti11g \VOO<I <lct,1ili11g sl1011l<I 
1·cvcal ll1c colo111· p,1ttc1·11 11scd 011 tl1e l1011se. 

, U11til 1939, tl1e l1ouse featt1red a veranda on tl1e front oftl1e I1ot1se. Tl1is veranda was 011e 
of tl1e most elaborate in Markham, witl1 circle detailing, elaborate tt1rned posts and 
brackets, set above a wooden base, wl1icl1 was decorated witl1 lattice. Altl1011gl1 tl1e 
veranda is now gone, a wooden post survives in the basement as a supporting beam. Any 
restoration of tl1e l1ot1se could use tl1is post to accurately replicate tl1e original veranda. As 
witl1 the wooden trin1, tl1e vera11da was l1igl1lighted witl1 alten1ate dark and ligl1t pai11t 
colou1·s. Colot1r analysis of tl1e rc1nai11ing porcl1 post'sl1ot1ld give so111e indicatio11 of tl1c 
01·iginal colour schen1e of the house. An interesting feature oftl1e porch, as outlined i11 
historic pl1otographs, is the house name ''Bonnie View'' set in the ce11tre. 
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I11 1939, tl1e porcl1 was re1noved and an additio11 co11strt1ctcd in its place. It is believecl tl1at 
tl1e origi11al fro11t door was sin1ply n1oved forward, a11d re1nai11s today. 

Tl1e windows on the front box bay are 1/1 windows with a rose coloured transom window. 
Tl1e remainder oftl1e windows on tl1e house are 2/2, double l1ung. These appear in 3 
differe11t sizes. Large - on tl1e lower elevations, Medium - on tl1e upper east side elevation, 
and Small - on the upper west elevation, and immediately above the porch. 

All windows on tl1e f1·ont and side elevations feature sl1utters, wl1ich were likely originally 
painted shutter green. 

Altl1ougl1 removed, the house originally featured gable end chi1nneys, built of red brick, 
witl1 corbelled tops. · 

The house was originally ciad in vertical, tongue and groove board, wl1ich was popt1lar for 
Markl1am hon1es at tl1e tum oftl1e century period. In the late 20111 Centt1ry, the l1ouse was 

• 

clad in vinyl siding. It is believed that tl1e original wood siding, still exists beneath tl1e 
vinyl siding. 

The l1ouse features a sturdy foundation, made of local brown fieldstone . 
• 

I11 abot1t tl1e mid-20111 Century, a large addition was constructed (or enlarged) at the rear of 
the dwelling. 

CONTEXTUAL REASONS 

' Tl1e Wismer-Lunau House is of contextual significance as an important heritage landmark 
at the nortl1en1 entrance to the Markham Village Heritage Conservation District and at the 
gateway to the Markham Heritage Estates subdivision. . 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 
• 

The Wismer-Lu11au House is owned by the '.Town of Markham. Since the Town intends to 
sell the Lunau House to individuals who will restore it, tl1e designation of the house will 
help the Town to ensure the restoration is carried out according to approved heritage 
principles, and will enable the future owners to draw upon financial assistance programs 
which are available from tl1e Town and the Province to designated property owners . 

• 
• 

I 

• 




