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• CORPORATE SERVICES COMMISSION 

July 16, 2001· 

Ontario Land Corporation 
Attention: Director of Municipal Subsidies 
12th Floor 
777 Bay Street, Suite 301 
Toronto, Ontario ·· 
M5G 2E5 

Dear Sir: 

~i:liUIIVID .. 

JUL 2 5 2001 
GONSSR A'l'I · REVIEW 

OA· 

Re: By-Law #2001-174- To Designate Property as being of 
Historic and/or Architectural Value or Interest 
The Lapp Brothers Cider and Vinegar Mill - 7639 Reesor Road 

• 

Clerk's Department 

., 

This will advise that Council at its meeting held on June 26, 2001 passed By-law 2001-
17 4, to designate ''The Lapp Brothers Cider and Vinegar Mill'', 7639 Reesor Road, as 
being of historic and/or architectural value or interest. 

A registered copy of the by-law is attached for your information. 

Yours truly, 

~ 
~. 

(I' 

Sheila Birrell 
Town Clerk 

Encl. 

SB/jik 

c: he Ontario Heritage Foundation 
Mr. R. Hutcheson, Heritage Planner 

Town of Markham Anthony Roman Centre 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontario L3R 9W3 
(905) 477-7000 • Fax (905) 479-7771 • Website: www.city.markham.on.ca 
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Clause 5, Report No. 27, 2001 

-

A by-law to dcsig11atc a ce1·tai11 property as bci11g of 
Historic and/or Arcl1itectural Valt1e or Interest 

Tl1e Lapp Brothers Cider and Vinegar Mill 
• 

• 

WHEREAS Pursuant to Part IV of tl1e Ontario Heritage Act, tl1e cou11cil of a 1n11nicipality 
is a11tl1orized to enact by-laws to designate a real property, including all tl1e buildings and 
structt1res tl1ereon, to be of l1istoric a11d/or arcl1itectural value or interest; 

AND WHEREAS the Couricil oftl1e Corporation oftl1e Town ofMarkham has caused to 
be sc1·vcd 011 tl1c ow11c1·s or tl1e Ja11ds a11d pren1 ises at: 

ONTARIO LAND CORPORATION 
Attention: Director of Municipal Subsidies 
12111 Floor 
777 Bay Street, Suite 301 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 2E5 

a11d t1po11 tl1e 011ta1·io Heritage Fot1ndation, notice of i11te11tion to designate Tl1e Lapp 
Brotl1ers Cider and Vinegar Mill, located at 7639 Reesor Road, Markham, and l1as caused 
sucl1 notice of intention to be published once i11 a newspaper having a general circt1lation i11 
tl1e municipality; · , 

AND WHEREAS tl1e reasons for designation are set out in Schedule ''B'' attacl1ed l1ereto 
and fo1·ming part of this by-law; . 

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF TI-IE TOWN OF 
AM HEREBY ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

• 
1. THAT tl1e following real property, more particularly described in Scl1edule ''A'' 

attacl1ed l1ereto and formi11g part of this by-law is hereby designated as bei11g of 
historic and/or arcl1itectural value or interest: 

Tl1e Lapp Brothers Cider and Vinegar Mill 
7639 Reesor Road · 
Town ofMarkhan1 

• 

·rt,c Rcgio11,1J M1111ici1),1lity of Yo1·k 

2. THAT the Town Solicitor is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be 
registered against tl1e property described in Scl1edule ''A'' attached l1ereto in tl1e 
property Land Registry Office. 

• 

READ A FIRST, SECOND, 
26TH DAY OF JUNE, 2001. 

THI RD TIME AND PASSED THIS 

• 

SHEILA BIRRELL, TOWN CLERK 

• 

I, ):,~; a i-\r:tt <c'.!,c- n . ACl'ING TOWN CLERK , 
OF THE} WN OF MARKHAM, CERTIFY THAT 
TH

1

E A!71"1! HED IS A TRUE COPY. 
, 

COUSENS, MAYOR 

• 
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I11 tl1e Tow11 ofMa1·kl1am in tl1e Regio11al Mu11icipality of York, p1·01Je1·ty descriptio11 as 
follows: 

LOT 5, CON. 10, 
EXCEPT PT. 1, 64R4939,-PI 4§31 
TOWN OF MARK.I-JAM 
REGIONAL ICIP ALITY OF YORK 

' 

, 

• 

• 

' 
' 

• 

• 
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STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DESIGNA'fION 

The Lapp B1·others Cider and Vinegar Mill at 7639 Reesor Road is recomn1ended for 
designation t111der Part IV of tl1c 011tario Heritage Act beca11sc of its l1isto1·ical, 
a1·cl1itectural a11d co11textual sig11ificance. 

Historical Reasons 

The Lapp's Cider Mill at 9001 Reesor Road was established i111872 on Peter Lapp's fann, 
Lot 5 , Con 10 by his sons ~arry and George . 

• 

Peter Lapp was born in 1820, the son of Henry Lapp and Elizabeth Waldenberger of 
Pickeri11g. Henry was tl1e son of Jol1annes Lappe, b.1708 i11 Nortl1 Ger·1nany, wl10 sailed 
f1·0111 Rotterdam via Ply111ot1tl1 to Pl1iladelphia, Pen11sylvania wl1ere he arrived 011 
September 29, 1833 to settle in Bucks Cot1nty. 

I-Ie11ry Lapp first ca111e to Upper Ca11ada i11 tl1e ea1·ly 1800s, as part of tl1e large wave of 
Pennsylvania Gennan Loyalists at that time. Setting l1is sights on Markham with its large 
German population, Henry bougl1t Lot 2, cone. 10 in 1804 from Jolm Campbell who held 
tl1e town grant. As well, he acqt1ired land in King and Pickering townsl1ips. Henry and 

• 

El iz,1bctl1 11,1(! fot11· so11s, .I ,1cob, A11d1·cw, Pl1i 11 ip ,111d Pctc1· and ,t clat1gl1tcr I d,1. Tl1cy ,111 
eventually settled thro11gl1out Markham and Pickeri11g Townsl1ips. 

' 

Peter Lapp (1820-96) remained on Lot 2, conc.10, but in 1855 acquired lot 5, cone. 10. 
Pcter's fa111ily co11sistcd of dat1gl1ters E1n111a, Jessie and Cla1·a, a11d l1is sons George W. a11d 
William Henry, wl10 establisl1ed the Lapp's Cider Mill. Harry was also involved iii a 
11t1n1ber of otl1er activities i11cluding serving as a teacher and Tow11sl1ip Reeve . 

• 

Wl1e11 it was first b11ilt in 1872, tl1e Lapps did custom pressing i11 tl1eir ''l1andsome cider 
mill of board and batten construction''.1 In the early years, they did custom work in tl1e fall. 
Far·mers brought in loads of apples and waited for the cider, tl1ougl1 if apple bt1tter was to 
be made, it l1ad to be picked tip later. 

Tl1e Lapps began to buy apples and produce vinegru· wl1icl1 tl1ey bottled ru1d sold. Work 
gradually extended well into the winter. After the passing of George W. Lapp in 1926 and 
tl1e retirement of Harry Lapp, who passed away in 1948, Aubrey Lapp took over fron1 his 
fatl1er Harry. With modem methods of storing apples and produce, the season was agai11 
extended. In 1955, Mr. Lapp sold the business, and until recently it was run year-round 
still under the Lapp Brothers name. In recent years, the mill was operated by Stanley 
Vaitkus. In tl1e 1970s, the property was acquired by tl1e Province of Ontario along with 
many of the surroundi11g lands in tl1e Cedar Grove area . 

• 

Architectural Significance 

Tl1e Lapp Brotl1ers Cider and Vinegar Mill is an L-Sl1aped, wood frame bt1ilding. 
Construction of tl1e building began in 1872 and evolved over tl1e next l1alf century to fonn 
tl1e complex tl1at exists today. 

Tl1e origi11al part of tl1e 1nill is tl1e soutl1 po1~io11, a 2Yi storey truncated roof strt1ctu1·e b11ilt 
c. 1872. Tl1is part of the mill runs in a north-sot1th- direction, fronting onto Reesor Road. 
011 tl1e so11tl1 end of tl1e building, tl1e original vertical wood cladding remains. 

Although, the nortl1em section of the mill was built in the early decades of the 20
1
h 

Centt1ry, it is an integral part of tl1e l1istoric mill structure. 

• 

I Markham Historical Society Markl1am 1793-1900., 

• 
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On tl1e west facade, tl1e mill features regularly place~ 2/2 windows on the two levels of the 
soutl1 wing, punctuated witl1 a second level loading door at the soutl1 end. The nortl1 end, 
witl1 its gambrel roof, is three storeys in heigl1t. This side of tl1e building is clad in 
inst1lbrick. A cl1imney is visible from the centre of tl1e building. 

The nortl1 side of tl1e building features loading bays, an elevator and a canopy over tl1e 
loading area. Tl1e foundation is of concrete. The windows on the main part of tl1e 
buildi11g are 2/2 rectangular wood, wl1ile in tl1e gables tl1e windows arc 6/6. Tl1e elevator 
exte11ds to tl1e tl1i1·d storey. Tl1is part of the building is clad in vertical tongue a11d groove 
wood. A diago11al pa11el door is featt1red at tl1e loading bay. 

Tl1e east side is clad in inst1lbrick and featt1res a one storey sl1ed roofed wing rt111ning 2/3 
of tl1c way alo11g tl1e elcvatio11, ending at a two storey li11 clad additio11. Mucl1 of tl1is si(le 
is clad i11 i11st1lbrick wl1icl1 is likely clad over vertical wood. Tl1e sl1ed roofed wing l1as a 
brick foundation. , • 

Tl1e soutl1 elevation, features tl1e truncated roof with symmetrical windows on the second 
level, a ground level loadi11g door and a ground level man door. 

Architecturally, tl1e Lapps Cider Mill is the most outstanding example of early pioneer 
i11dt1strial arcl1itectt1re i11 the present day town of Mark11a1n . 

• 

Contextual Reasons • 

Tl1e Lapp Brothers Cider and Vinegar Mill is of contextual significance as the landn1arl( 
bt1ilt l1e1·itage feature i11 the rt1ral con1munity of Cedar G1·ove. Because of tl1e l1eigl1t of tl1e 
building, it ca11 be seen from a number of vru1tage points i11 tl1e area. It was also· fo1· over 
100 years one oftl1e 1nain gathering points in tl1e commu11ity . 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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