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{ tJ JI CORPORATE SERVICES COMMISSION 
C/er.'<'s Department 

• 

September 26, 2002 OCT - 1 2002 

Dear 

1-,!f.:~ITJl,GE & LIBRARIES Eif!At,CH 

• 

Re: By-Law #2002-200 - To Designate Property as being of 
Historic and/or Architectural Value or Interest 
The .Jo.nathan Gowland House - 9486 McGowan Road 

This will advise that Council at its meeting held on September 3, 2002 passed By-law 
2002-200 to designate the ''Jonathan Gowland House'', 9486 McGowan Road, as being 
of historic and/or architectural value or interest. 

A registered copy of the by-law is attached for your information. 

Yours truly, 

Sheila Birrell 
Town Clerk 

E_ncl. 

SB/jik 

' 

c: T.h~ Ontario He.ritage Foundation 
Mr. R. Hutcheson, Manager, Heritage Planning 

Town of Markham Anthony Roman Centre 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontario L3R 9W3 
(905) 477-7000 • Fax (905) 479-7771 • Website: www.city.markham.on.ca 
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the 

A by-law to designate a ce1iain property as being of 
I-Iistoric a11d/or Arcl1itectt1ral Valt1e or I11tcrest 

1'11c .Jo1111ll1,111 Gowl:111(1 l·lol1sc 

---------

REAS Pursuant to Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, the council of a 1nunicipality 
is al1tl101·izccl to c11act l,y-1,lWS to clcsig1111tc tl 1·c,1l 1,1·01,c1·ty, i11cll1cli11g t1ll ll1c l,L1ilcli11gs 1111(! 
st1·uctu1·cs tl1c1·co11, to be of l1isto1·ic a11d/01· a1·cl1itectur,1l value 01· i11tc1·cst; 

AND WI-IEREAS t11e Cot111cil of tl1c Corporatio11 of tl1e Tow11 ofMa1·J,.J1a111 l1as cat1sccl t·o 
be se1-ved 011 tl1e ow11e1·s or tl1e l,111cls ,111cl p1·e111ises ,1t: 

• • 

 

• 

and upon tl1e Ontario He1·itage Fou11dation, notice of i11tentio11 to desig11ate Tl1e Jo11atl1a11 
Gowla11d House, located at 9486 McCowan Road, Mark11am, l1aving a ge11eral circulatio11 
in the municipality; 

AND WHEREAS tl1e reasons for designation are set out in Scl1edule ''B'' attached hereto 
a11d fonning part oftl1is by-law; 

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF 
' 

MARI<HAM HEREBY ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. 

2. 

THAT the following real property, more particularly described i11 Schedule ''A'' 
attached hereto and forming part of this by-law is hereby designated as being of 

', 

historic and/or architectural value or interest: 

The Jonatl1an Gowland House 
9486 McCowan Road 
Town of Markham 
The Regional Municipality of York 

THAT tl1e Town Solicitor is l1ereby autl1orized to cause a copy of tl1is by-law to be 
registered against the property described in Schedule ''A'' attacl1ed l1ereto i11 tl1e 
property Land Registry Office. 

READ A FIRST, SECOND, THIRD TIME AND PASSED THIS 
3RDDAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2002. 

TOWN CLERK 

' ' 
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I11 ll1c 'l'ow11 of M,t1·l<l1,t111 i11 ll1c llcgio11,tl Mt111ici1J,1lily ofY01·l<, 1J1·01Jc1·ly (lcsc1·i1Jlio11 ,is 
follows: 

!),t1·t Lot 17, Co11ccssio116 (Ml(M), PT 1 65Rl7629 
'l'OWN OF MARl(l-lAM 
REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK 
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S1'ATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 
' 

The Jo11atl1an Gowland House is reconunended for designation unde1· Part IV of tl1e 
011ta1·io I-Ieritage Act because of its l1istorical, arcl1itectural a11d co11textual sig11ifica11ce. 

Histo1·ical Reasons 
Tl1c J1ot1sc at 9486 McCow,111 Road was bt1ilt c.1877 by .1·011atl1,111 Gowla11d a11d 111ay 
i11corporate elements of an earlier frame structure built circa 1850 by Jolm Butts. 

' 

Tl1c l1ot1sc is loc,1tcd 011 tl1c cast l1:1lf ofIJol 17, Co11ccssio11 6 wl1icl1 w:1s 01·igi11:1lly g1·,111!ctl 
• to U l1·icl1 E111clius W cst1,l1alc11. 111 1807, W cstpl1,1lc11 sold tl1c castc1·11 100 ,1c1·cs lo l'ctc1· 

Remus . 

' l~ClllllS tliviclctl tl1c I ()()-:1c1·c C,ISl l1:1lf lot i11l() l\VO 50-,ICl"C )),ll"CCIS ,111(1 S()ltl ll1c111 ()!

0

l: )11 
1818, Jolu1 Butts pu1·cl1ased tl1e eastern qua1·ter lot 011 wl1icl1 tl1e l1ouse l\'.:11ow11 111u11icipally 
as 9486 McCowan Road is located. Butts retained ownership of tl1is p1·opc1iy u11til 1868 
wl1e11 l1e sold to Matl1cw Forster. Forster sold tl1e SO-acre lJarccl bacl\'.: to Bt1tts i11 1870 l1t1t 
Jol111 Butts fli1,pcd tl1c property later tl1c sa111c yca1· to A1·ci1ibald M. l•o1·stc1·. 

Jolm Butts served in the War of 1812, bei11g listed as a private on tl1e 111uster roll of a 
detacl11ne11t from tl1e First Regiment of tl1c York Militia. On a reco1·d of votes case duri11g 
an election in Mark11am Township on January 1832, Jolu1 Butts is listed as l1aving voted 
for William Lyo11 Mackenzie. Jolm Butts is listed at this location on the 1846-47, 1850-51, 
and 1866 Commercial Directories. He is also listed at tl1is locatio11 on the 1851 and 1851 
Censt1s Reports. His l1ousehold includes l1is wife, Ann nee Parker and l1ired l1a11ds and/01· 
do111cstic l1elp but 110 cl1ildre11. Tl1c Butts l10111e is desc1·ibed 011 botl1 Ce11st1s Rc1Jo1·ts as a 
one-storey fran1e dwelling. 

!11 1843, a Matl1cw Gowla11d p111·cl1ased tl1e wcsten1 50 acres of tl1c east l1alf of Lot 1, 
Co11cessio11 6. Accordi11g to tl1e 1855 Assessment Roll for Mark11ru11 Tow11sl1ip, Matl1ew 
Gowla11d was a resident ofVaughan Township. His relationship to Jonathan is unla.1own at 
tl1is time though it appears likely that l1e was Jonatl1an's fatl1er. Matl1ew Gowla11d is 
included on an 1846-47 list of subscribers to tl1e Wesleyan Mctl1odist Co11gregation tl1at 
opened a cl1apel south of Hunte1·'s Comers (Just 1101·tl1 of Unionvilie public scl1ool) . 
Brown's 18467-47 Directory of Toronto City and the Hon1e District also lists Matl1ew 
Golden (likely a 111isspelling of Gowla11d) at Lot 17, Co11cessio11 6 but 110 otl1e1· 1·cco1·ds of 
Matl1ew Gowland l1ave been located to date. " 

Jo11atl1a11 Gowla11d pu1·cl1ascd tl1c easte111 50 ac1·cs oftl1c cat l1alf of Lot 1.7, Co11ccssio116 i11 
1872 fro1n Arcl1ibald M. Forster ,vlio l1ad just purcl1ased tl1e parcel f1·0111 Jolu1 Butts i11 
1870. Jonathan is first listed on Lot 17, Concession 6 on tl1e 1868Assessment Roll for 
Markl1an1 Townsl1ip as a freel1older, owning 50 acres in Lot 18 a11d 20 acres i11 Lot 16, 
Co11cession 6, tl1us suggesting tl1at l1e had inl1erited tl1e property fron1 Matl1ew. By 1874, 
the Assessment Roll. lists Jonathan Gowla11d as tl1e ow11er of 100 acres (~l1e entire easte111 
l1alf) of Lot 18, Concession 6. 

Tl1e Ministry of Revenue Regio11al Assess1nent Office (Y 01·k) lists tl1e date of constrt1ctio11 
as 1880 t111dc1· tl1c category 'esti1natcd a11d rc11ovatcd'. 

An increase in the assessed value betwee11 1877 and 1878 fron1 $4200 to $4620 for tl1e 
1 OO-ac1·e pa1·cel suggest tl1c l10111c was .co11stn1ctcd i11 1877. Tl1c p1·csc11t st1·11ct111·c 111ay 

' 

inco1porate tl1e earlier Jolu1 Butts l1on1e as illustrated 011 tl1e 1853-54 111ap of Ma1·kl1a111 
Tow11ship and described as a one-storey frame ho1ne on tl1e 1851 and 1861 Census 
Reports. . 
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By-Ja,v 2002-200 
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111 1884, Jo11all1a11 Gowla11d purcl1ascd a pro1)c1·ty 011 tl1c OJ)posilc side of McCowa11 Ro,1cl 
at nu1nber 9785 Mccowan. It is believed tl1at the p1·opcrty was acquired witl1 providing for 
l1is cl1ild1·e11 i11 111i11d because 011 tl1c dcatl1 of Jo11atl1a11 i11 1891, tl1e f~t111ily l10111estead at 
9486 McCowa11 Road was given to l1is son Ja1nes, whereas 9785 McCowa11 Road was 

' 
granted to his son John. John built. a large frame house on the prope1ty ~t 9785 McCowan 
Roacl, wl1icl1 was 1·ece11tly resto1·ed at 11t1111bcr 12 Alcxa11der I-I t111te1· Place - Ma1·l(l1a111 
I-Ie1·itagc Estates). 

James Gowland was a fa1·n1er by trade and was a11 active 1nen1ber of tl1e con1111unity as a 
leadi11g 111e111be1· of tl1e local Methodist cl1urcl1 co11grcgatio11 and a lo11g-tin1c 1ncn1be1· of tl1e 
Boa1·d of Di1·ectors of tl1e Ma1·kl1a111 Fair. Jan1cs Gowla11d passed away in 1927. I-Iis wife 
Gertrude (Perkins) lived until 1955. They l1ad 011e daughter, Pearl. 

In recent years tl1e Jonathan Gowland Hot1se l1as fon11ed tl1e ce11trepiecc of tl1e Larki11 
Fa1·111s 1·ccrcatio11al co111plcx . 

• • Arcltitcctural Rcaso11s 

Tl1c .To11atl1,t11 Gowla11cl l1ousc is ,t I ~ sto1·cy vc1·11act1la1· yellow b1·ick l1ot1sc bt1ilt \Villi ll1c 
influence of a symmetrical Gothic Revival Style. It is believed that the l1ouse was built 
c.1877 tl1ot1gl1 it n1ay incorporate clc111c11ts of a11 earlier JJ1·c 1850 st1·t1ctt11·c. Tl1c l1ot1sc l1as 
a tl1rcc bay facadc witl1 a fro11t J)o1·cl1, wl1icl1 appears to J1avc bcc11 added at .a late,· ti111c. 
Tl1c l1ousc would most probably l1ave l1ad a full widtl1 vera11da as is evide11ced by a 11aili11g 
strip across the front fa9ade. Tl1e l1ouse has a unique ogee shaped wood 2/2 windows i11 
tl1e centre gable. Otl1er wi11dows 011 tl1e I1ouse are segn1c11tal arcl1ed wood, dottble l1t111g, 
2/2 wi11dows. '1'11c J1ousc J1as a cc11l1·al doo1·w,1y willt a wood }J,111cllc<.I Ii·o11l c.1001· will1 
sideligl1ts and transom. Tl1e l1ouse most likely had louvered wood shutters flanking each 
window. A drop detail is located in the front gable. It is possible tl1at tl1e drop was part of 
a larger a1·cl1itectural t1·i111 feature i11 ll1is gable. Tl1is wot1ld be co11fir111ccl by 1Jai11ti11g ,111cl 
11aili11g evidence under the eaves. Tl1e l1ouse 111ost likely originally l1ad gable e11d 
cl1i11111eys a11d tl1e roof was originally clad in wood sl1i11gles. 

Tl1e l1ouse l1as a large, 2 storey frame addition to tl1e rear. The rear addition is clad in 
l1orizontal wood siding and i11sulbrick and features 1/1 double hung windows. Tl1e design 
of tl1e rear tail addition provides a strong indication tl1at this was tl1e original frame l1ouse, 
whicl1 was lived in by John Butts. 

Contextual Reaso11s 
Co11textually the building is significant in its exhibitio11 of tl1e rural/agricult11ral settlement 
patters along tl1e concession roads. Tl1e l1ouse forn1s part of tl1e rural community groupi11g 
of Quantztow11. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

'fl1c Jonatl1a11 Golwa11d I-louse is idc11ti1icd as a sig11i1ica11L l1c1·iLagc bt1ildi11g i11 tl1c Bc1·c2y 
Village community. The Town of Markham is endeavouring to designate under Part IV of 
tl1e Ontario Heritage Act, all significant heritage resources within the Town's urban 
expansio11 area. Jonathan Gowland House l1as been identified fo1· p1·ese1-vation 011 or 
adjacc11t to its cxisti11g site witl1i11 tl1c Berczy Village co111111t111ity. 

" 

' 
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