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March 23, 2004 

 

Dear  

Clerk's Department 
Corporate Services Commission 

rra,i{;11u D tiGtE©~~WrE!ID 
2 5 -OJ- ?004 

Im--------------

• 

Re: By-law 2002-8 - Heritage Designation 
The Wilmot Brumwell House - 10391 Woodbine Avenue 

• 

This will advise that Council at its meeting held on January 15, 2002, passed By­
law 2002-8, which designated The Wilmot Brumwell House, 10391 Woodbine 
Avenue, as being of historic and/or architectural value or interest. 

The reason for the- delay in the_ registration. of th_is by-law was the reqµirement 
that a plan of subdivision· must be approved for the immediate area that would 
establish the correct property description for the heritage property. This has now 
been finalized, and a copy of the by-law with the pertinent registration data is 
attached for your information. 

If you should have any questions, please contact Mr. Regan Hutcheson, 
Manager, Heritage Planning at 905-477-7000, Ext. 2080. 

Sincerely, 

' -

Sheila Birrell 
Town Clerk 

Encls. 

c: Ontario Heritage Foundation 
Mr. R. Hutcheson, Manager, Heritage Planning 

The Corporation of The Town of Markham • 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontario L3R 9W3 
Website: www.markham.ca • Tel: 905-475-4744 • Fax: 905-479-7771 
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t h .. e EXCELLENCE 
• 

• • 

-
• 

A by-Ia,v to d<;:sig11atc a certai11 property as being .of 
Historic a11d/or Arcl1itectural Valt1e or Interest 

Tl1e Wilmot Brumwell House 
• 

• 

I 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

WI·JEREAS Pt11·st1a11t to Part lV o-f tl1c Ontario I·Icritagc Act, tl1c cot111cil of a mt1nicipality 
is nt1ll101·izcd to c11act by-laws to dcs~g11atc a real proJJcrty, includi11g all tl1c bt1ildings ilnd 
stn1ctt1res tl1ereon, to be of l1istoric anq/or arcl1itectural valt1e or interest; 

• 

AND Wl·IEREAS tl1c Cot111cil oftl1c; Corporatio11 oftl1c 'fow11 of Markl1atn l1as cat1scd to 
be served on the owners of the lands .and premises at: 

• 

• 

and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundati9n, notice of intention to designate Tl1e Wiln1ot 
Brumwell House, located at 10391 Woodbine Avenue, Markham, l1aving a general 
circt1lation in the municipality; 

• 

AND WHEREAS the reasons for designation are set out in Scl1edt1Ie·''B'' attacl1ed I1ereto 
and fo1·1ning part of tl1is by-law; : 

NOW TI-IEREFORE TI-IE COUNCIL OF TI-IE CORPORATION OF TI-I'.E TOWN OF 
' 

M·ARIG·IAM I-IEREBY ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: . 

1 .. 

? -· 

• • 

THAT the following real property, more particularly described in Schedt1le ''A'' 
. . . • 4 

attacl1ed l1ereto and fo1·1ning part of tl1is by-law is l1creby designated as being of 
l1istoric and/or architectural vaiu.e or interest: 

• • • 

The Wilmot Brumwell House 
10391 Woodbine Avc11t1c 
Tow11 of Markl1am 

' , 

Tl1e Regional Mu11icipality of Y'ork 

• 
• 

·1·1·IA'I' tl1c To,v11 St)!icilt)t' is f1c1·cl)y :1t1tl101·i~u<.I to c:1t1sc :1 co,,y <.)f !l1is t,y-l:1w to t,c 
1·cgistc1·cd t\g~1i11st tl1c propc1·ty described in Scl1cdulc ''A'' attacl1ed l1ereto i11 tl1e 
property Land Registry Office. · 

• • 

I • 

READ A FIRST, SECOND, AND TI-IIRP TIME AND PASSED TI-IIS 
15't'.t·t DAY OF JANUARY, 2002.. · . 

• • 
• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 1 
I 

• • I 
.. • 

a ' e . :..._::;._-,---.-------

• • 

SI-IEILA BIRRELL, TOWN CLERK .. ON COUSENS, ivlA YOR 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• . ' . 
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• 
.. 

-

• 

I 

• 

-

• 
' . 

In the Town of Markham in tl1e Regional.Municipality of York, property description as 
• 

follows: · · 
' 

PT. LOT 22 PT. LOT 23, CON. 4, 
TOWN OF 
REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF.YORI( 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 

' 

• 

• 

' . 

' • 

' 
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STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 
• 

• 

Historical Background ' " 

• 

The Wilmot Brumwell House is believed to have been built c.1910 for Wilmot Brumwell 
. ,.. . ' . 

(1874-1942) and his wife Jenny (1'8.76.-1956). 

Tl1c p1·01Jcrty 011 wl1icl1 tl1c l1ousc was built was acquired by Isaac Br.t11nwcll, t111 u11clc of 
Wilmot i111891 wl1en he purcl1ased 100 acres on tl1e west half of Lot 23, Co11cession 4 for 
$6575 from Edward McKenzie. It is believed that the McKenzie and Brumwell families 

• 

were related. · 
• 

Isaac B1·t1111well was a lcadi11g figu1·c i'n tl1e com1nt111ity of Victoria Square wl1crc I1c ow11cd 
a substantial mid-19111 Century Estate ·house and operated a farmstead on Lot 27, 

Concession 4. 

In 1.894, Isaac Brumwell and Mary .1. his wife sold the entire 100 acre property to Jack ( or 
Jacob) Brumwell. In 1906 Jacob Brumwell sold the property to John Wilmot Brumwell 
(known as Wilmot Brumwell) for $1:00. It is believed that Wilmot had the house built 
soo11 after acqt1iring tl1e property. Tl1e ·l1ouse tl1at Wilmot Brumwell built is one of tl1e 
111ost st1bstantial and well-built l1on1es of the period in Markl1am so it is clear tl1at l1e was a 
prosperous farn1er a11d one of tl1c leading figt1res in tl1e g1·eater Victoria Square co1n1nt111ity. 

• • Tl1e Bru111well fa111ily were leading 1ne111bers of tl1c Brctl1re11 i11 Cl1rist, Tt1nl(er Cl1t11·cl1 011 
Woodbine Avenue nortl1 of 19111 Avenue . • 

Based on tl1e style of architecture and methods of construction, it is believed tl1at tl1e 
Will111ot Brumwcll l1ouse may l1ave b·een constructed by Jol111 Miller. Jol111 Miller was a 
prominent builder in Markham Towrtship at tl1e time and is known to l1ave built a nu111ber . ' 

of houses of this style and design during this period. The l1ouse is very similar to tl1e John 

I 

Miller House at 4460 Highway #7 ih Unionville wl1icl1 is docu1ncnted as being b11ilt by 
• 

Jol111 Miller. 

Wilmot Brumwell continued to own the property until his death in 1942,. at which time it 
was passed to his son, Franklin J. ·Brumwell. Franklin and his wife Margaret 1·esided on 
the property until 1975 when it wa~ sold to a development company. Since 1975 the 
property has been rented to tenants:. ·in recent years, the house has been left vacant 

Architectural Background 
• 

Tl1e Wilmot Brumwell House is an· excellent example of a substantial brick l1ouse built at 
the beginning of tl1e 20111 Centt1ry incorporating eleme11ts of tl1e Qt1een Anne and 
Edwardian Classicism styles. ·· 

Tl1e l1ouse is an outstanding representation of the significant changes seen in,architecture 
ih Markham at the beginning of the new century. Unlike the simple, symmetrical, rural 
v.ernacular houses which were bµilt in the area.in the 19th Century, the Brumwell House 

' 

with its irregular form, sweeping veranda and prominent shingleq. gables, has a 
significantly more urban appearance.. It is clear that the house was designed either by an 
architect or from a pattern obtained. from one of the many catalogues that were becoming 
available 'at the time. 

• 

Although left neglected and v~cant for the last few years, the Brumwell house retains n1uch 
of its original for1n and architecturar· otna111ent both internal and external. The house was 

' apparently very sturdily built and ·has stood the test of time well despite being abandoned 
' . 

to the elements. 
, 

' 
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The majority of the windows on. the house are of a 1/1 pane division.· Some of these are 
paired windows to provide architectural balance. Although now removed, it is apparent 
that stained glass detail windows were used in the house, particularly in the hallway area . 

• 

• 
• 

The front elevation of the hou,se is .d·ominated by the substantial third storey gable. 
Finished in decorative shingles, this· feature shows strong influence of the Queen Anne 
period. · . .: 

• 

Ort ··the left of the front fa9ade is: a two-storey bay window. Some excavation has taken 
place in recent years around the bay exposing the substantial fieldstone foundation. The 
presence of a stone foundation on the house and '-the presence of original Queen Anne 
detailing provide strong indication that. tlie l1ouse is an early example of·t11e style and was 
built in the.first decade of the 20

1° Century. 
• 

111 tl1e t1pper rigl1t of tl1e fro11t fa9ade are paired 1/1 windows. Below tl1ese windows can be 
sec11 tl1e st1bsta11tii1l et11-vecl veri111cla, wl1icl1 wits origi11i1lly 11eld tip witl1 woocle11 Tt1sca11 
colt111111s 011 b1·ick piers. 1'11c Tusca11 :colu1n11s l1avc bce11 re111ove<l fro111 tl1e l1ot1se over tl1e 
past .two years presumably by salvagers. At some point in the late 20

111 
Century, the 

veranda was enclosed. Tl1e veranda features l '' x 2'' rectangular pickets running around • 

tl1e soutl1 side of the veranda. The upper part of the veranda features decorative <lentil 
moulding. · 

Tl1e south elevation features a smaller, enclosed Queen Anne style gable, with decorative 
fisl1 scale shingles, over a projecting wing punctuated by two small windows wl1ich have 
been removed. It is believed tl1at these windows were irregularly paned detail windows, 
typical of tl1e period such as 3/1. B.elow tl1e tl1ird level gable are two paired wood, double 
hl.,lllg windows with a 1/1 pane division. On the first floor the face of the wing features a 
slightly projecting box bay window with 3 1/1 windows enclosed within it. 

I 

At tl1e rear of the south elevation c;an be seen an enclosed sun11ner porcl1. It is believed 
tl1at a second storey was added to this porcl1 in the late 20111 Ce11tury. Tl1e porcl1 featt1res 
1nulti paned windows. . 

Also 011 tl1c sicle clcvi1tio11 can be seen tl1G two st1bsta11tial briclc cl1i11111cy,s . 
• 

• 

Tl1e east fac;ade carries on tl1e arcl1itectµral detail of tl1e rest of tl1e l1ouse; l1owever, it is 
largely obscured by the enclosed two.:.stotey veranda. 

' 

A significant architectural element. of the house is tl1e large overhanging eaves, wltlch 
·project approximately 27'2 feet outwards. 

' • 

Underlining tl1e extent of effort that went into construction and design of tl1e exte1·io1· of tl1e 
house, the interior features a number of examples of period window, door and baseboard 
trim, executed in what is believed .to be gumwood . 

Contextual Background 
The Wilmot Brumwell house is visible from Woodbine Avenue ,~d is an important 
reminder of the historic agricult~al tradition in the area. The house forn1s part of the 
greater community of Victoria Square. The house represents the introduction of wealth 

. I 

and prosperity into an area featuring .a cluster of rural farmhouses that once existed in this 

area. 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 




