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CORPORATE SERVICES COMMISSION
Clerk's Department

REGISTERED MAIL

IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT, R.S.0. 1990, CHAPTER 0.18;
AND IN THE MATTER OF THE LAND AND PREMISES IN PART OF LOT 8,
CONCESSION 5, KNOWN MUNICIPALLY AS 7996 KENNEDY ROAD, TOWN OF
MARKHAM, IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DESIGNATE

TO: Heritage Policy and Program Development Unit
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation
400 University Avenue, 4" Floor
Toronto, Ontario
M7A 2R9

TAKE NOTICE THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Town of
Markham intends to designate the property, including land and building,
known municipally as 7996 Kennedy Road, Markham, as a property of
architectural and/or historic interest or value under Part IV of The Ontario

Heritage Act, R.S.0. 1990, Chapter O.18.

A Statement of the Reasons for the Proposed Designation of The Thomas
Rivis House is attached.

NOTICE OF OBJECTION to the designation may be served on the Town
Clerk within thirty (30) days, or before 4:30 p.m. on the 14th day of June,

2002.

Sheila Birrell

Town Clerk TR e T g ‘,{3
The Town of Markham ChETar ot
101 Town Centre Boulevard MAY 1 6 2007

Markham, ON L3R SW3

RERITAGE & LIERARIES BRANCH

May 14, 2002 \/

Town of Markham Anthony Roman Centre 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontario L3R 9W3
(905) 477-7000 ¢ Fax (905) 479-7771 « Website: www.city.markham.on.ca
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STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DESIGNATION

The Thomas Rivis House is worthy for designation under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act
because historical, architectural, contextual reasons.

Historical Reasons

The house at 7996 Kennedy Road was built ¢.1855 by Thomas Rivis (also known as Rivis or
Rives), a farmer born in England. It is possible that the present structure incorporates an earlier
log house built at the latest in the mid-1840s and possibly as early as 1826.

The land on which the house was built was first leased by the Crown in 1803 to John Charles
Ritter. In 1838, the Crown granted the East 100 acres of the property at Lot 8, Concession 5 to
Archibald Barker. In the same year, Barker granted the entire property to William Willson. Five
years later Willson granted the land to Thomas Rivis

According to the census of 1851, Thomas Rivis was identified as a yeoman, born in England,
then aged 37 and a member of the Wesleyan Methodist Church. He is identified as living on the
property at what is now 7996 Kennedy Road in a “log house” with his wife Ann (Fairless), then
aged 33 and children Sarah (aged 14), Elizabeth (aged 13), Rachel, (aged 10), Ann aged 7 and
(Jane aged 1). Also living on the property was Daniel Martin, aged 16. Daughter Elizabeth is
identified as being born in Canada, whereas Daughter Sarah is identified as being born in
England. Given this information is probable that the Rivis family came to Canada in about the
year 1837.

According to the census of 1861, Thomas Rivis was identified as a farmer, born in England who
was at that time 56 years of age. According to the census of that year Rivis was living in a 1%5-
storey brick house, which is likely the house, which stands on the site today. Thomas Rivis was
living on the property with his wife Ann (Fairless) aged 42 and their daughters Elizabeth
(aged21), Rachel (aged 19), Ann (aged 16), Jane (aged 10), Ruth (aged 7) , Mary (aged 5) and
Maria (aged 1 born 1860). The eldest daughter, Sarah had married John Hagerman, of the
nearby community of Hagerman’s Corners and had presumably moved there to live. The
youngest daughter, Maria had apparently died at an early age.

According to the last will and testament of John Rivis, who died on April 10, 1867, John Rivis is
identified as a Yeoman who had farmed the land on the east half of Lot 8, Concession 5 for over
20 years. According to the terms of the will, the Rivis farm was to be sold and the proceeds put
towards establishment of a home elsewhere for his wife and daughters. James Fairless of
Markham, presumed to be the brother-in-law of John Rivis, was the executor of the will and
presided over the sale of the property to Samuel Carr in 1869 for $5300.

In the following year, the Toronto and Nipissing Railway was proposing to construct a line
through the property, to the rear of the house and as a result a strip of land was sold to the railway
in that year. By the time of the census of 1881, the property was being farmed by John T. Carr,
presumably a son of Samuel, who was aged 35 years. John T. Car was born in England and was
a member of the Primitive Methodist faith. He was living on the property with his wife Sarah A.
Carr.  According to the Markham 1793-1900 history of Unionville, a man by the name of



Alexander Carr was living in the area around the year 1851 who was the boot and shoemaker in
the village of Unionville.

By 1883, John T. Carr sold the 100-acre property at Lot 8, Concession 5 to a Robert Trench for
$7500. The Trench family were actively involved in the carriage industry in Markham Township
during the late 19" and early 20" Century. In the early 20™ Century, a Mr. John Ash occupied
the farm. In the late 1930s the farm was acquired by Simon and Elizabeth Wolfe. The Wolfe
family owned the land until the 1970s when it was acquired by the Province of Ontario as part of
the Parkway belt lands. The Wolfe family continued to be tenants on the land after the sale. In
the early 1990s a GO transit station was built to the rear of the house.

Architectural Reasons

The Thomas Rivis House is an excellent local example of Regency influenced Georgian
Architecture, built c. 1855 (possibly incorporating an earlier log house built c.1826).

The house is 1-V4 storeys in height with a 3 bay facade and an end gabled roof with a single story
rear addition. The roof features a substantial cornice and returns.

Features of the house include returned eaves, central doorway with transom. The original 6/6
pane front windows, and lower side continue to exist, as do the upper side 9/6 pane windows.
The 9/6 pane division is an unusual for Markham. .

The house is made from soft, local brick. The brick on the front of the house is laid in Flemish
bond, which is rare in Markham. The side elevations ar laid in common bond (1 row of header
brick for 6 rows of stretcher).

In the upper brickwork, there is evidence of a veranda on the front elevation, which would have
given the house a Regency flavour. A small 20™ Century stoop porch is currently positioned
over the entranceway.

The house originally had a wood shingled roof with chimneys on the gable ends. A single
chimney on the north end continues to exist

The existing 1-storey rear kitchen wing appears to be original and may actually pre-date the
construction of the front section of the house by at least 10 years and possibly as early as 1826.
A central kitchen chimney rises above the end of the house.

It is believed that the brick for the house may have been obtained locally, possibly from the
snowball brickyard, which was active in the Unionville area during the early 19" Century.

Other barns and additions continue to exist on the property, which were part of the historic
farmstead, which operated here at one time.

Overall, the Thomas Rivis House is an excellent example of a moderately sized brick farmhouse,
built by an immigrant family from England in the mid-19% Century. A hight degree of quality
of construction and attention to detail is shown on the house . It is believed that at one time the
house likely had louvered, wood shuuters on each window. The relatively simple lines and lack
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of brick ornamentation potentially indicates an early date of construction on the house. Based on
the known historical information about the house it is very possible that construction of the house
began over two decades prior to 1855. This would make the Thomas Rivis House one of the

oldest homes in the Unionville area.

Contextual Reasons

The Thomas Rivis House exhibits a strong contextual significance for its association with both
the community of Unionville immediately to the north and particularly the historic hamlet of
Hagerman’s Corners, immediately to the south, where few original buildings exist today.

TERMS OF REFERENCE

The house is identified in the Markham Centre Secondary Plan as a significant heritage building,
which is to be preserved on-site in the future Markham Centre Community.

With the unauthorized demolition of the Henry Wideman House, A group 1 - listed heritage
building in 2001, which was to be preserved as part of the Wismer Commons community.
Heritage Markham is endeavouring to designate under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act all
significant heritage properties located within the Town of Markham’s urban expansion areas.
This is to ensure that heritage structures in lands slated for redevelopment are afforded the
protection of the Ontario Heritage Act prior to the development approvals process taking place.

An evaluation of the structure undertaken in 2002 has determined that the Thomas Rivis House is
a Group 1 — Most Significant Heritage Building. The general policies and procedures of the
Town of Markham associated with Group ‘1’ heritage structures are as follows:

- The designation of the building pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act will be pursued;

- Every attempt must be made to preserve the building on its original site;

- Any development application affecting such a building must incorporate the identified
building;

- Appropriate alternative uses for the building will be encouraged when necessary to ensure

its preservation;
- A Letter of Credit (and a Heritage Conservation Easement) will typically be required to

ensure the protection and preservation of the building;

LOCATION MAP - THE THOMAS RIVI S HOUSE
7996 KENNEDY ROAD
e ya . /

S o fee 2

O Sy Yy o Gmm— o = O Sy —-—-—-f-—;—-m—-*

2
Q
&
5
g
E
S

M

w
2
y¥
<
&
[=]
3 o= ' > =
' A / AUFFIELD DR
P :  CouRT COURT

7 -

MEDOWELL.
OATE

CROWH
[STEEL OR
XBR
DR.
T ~—

FOURTEENTH A.SNUE




IDENTIFICATION

Property:

Legal Description:

Owners:

Inventory No.:

Assessment Roll No.:

Date of Construction:

Style of Architecture:

Type of Structure:

Number of Storeys:

Exterior Wall Material:

Special Features:

The Thomas Rivis House
7996 Kennedy Road

Lot 8, Concession 5
Province of Ontario
E6-3

127-125-00

c.1855 (possibly incorporating a ¢.1826 log
structure)

Georgian farmhouse with regency features

Farm Residence
1.5

Red Brick

Georgian cottage

Form and structure intact

Original windows

Original brickwork

Returned Eaves

Summer Kitchen at Rear

Original chimneys

Possibly incorporating a Log House
Original veranda outline

Flemish bond brickwork (rare)
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