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June 5h, 2013 ()mllromRnacxnu$I

JUN 0 6 20t3

ItIm,rwD

Dear   

Re: By-faw 2013-57 - To designate certain property as being of
Cultural Heritage Value or Interest (John Koch Farmhouse - 12
Heritage Comers Lane),

This will advise that Council at its meeting held on May 13,2013, passed By-law
2013-57, which designated the "John Koch Farmhouse",12 Heritage Comers
Lane, as being of cultural heritage value or interest.

A copy of the by-law, with the pertinent registration data, is aftached for your
information.

Kimbedey Kittering ham
City Glerk

Encl.

cc: The Ontario Heritage Trust
R. Hutcheson, Manager, Heritage Planning

The Corporatian of the City of Markham r Clerk's Department

Anthony Roman Centre, 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, 0N L3R 9W3 . Tel: 905.475.4744 , Ful905.479.7771 ' www.markham.ca

Sincerely,



CERTIFIED A TRI,JE COPY
"Kimbcrley Kitteringbam" dr

Kirnbcrlcy Kittcringhaq CITY CLERK
. TI{E CORPORATION OF TI{E CITY OF MARKHAM

BY-LAW 2013-57
A by-law to designate a property as being of

Culttnal Heritage Value or Interest
Joho Koch Famrhouse

WHEREAS Pursuant to Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, the Council of a
Municipality is authorized to enact by-laws to designate areal property, including all
the buil.lings and sfrucfiues thereon, to be of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest;

AI{D WHEREAS thc Council of the Corporation of the City of Markham has caused

to be senred on the owners of the lands and premises at:

 
 

 

and upon the Ontario Heritage Tnrst, notice of intention to designate the Jobn Koch
Farmhouse, 12 Heritage Comers Lane and has caused such notice of intention to be

published once in a newspaper having a general circulation in the municipality;

AI.ID WHEREAS the reasons for designation arc set out in Schedule "B" attached
hereto and forming part ofthis by-law;

NOWTIIEREFORE TT{E COUNCIL OF TTIE CORPORATION OF TTIE CITYOF
MARKHAM IIEREBY ENACTS AS FOLTOWS:

l. TIIAT the following real property, more particularly described in Schedulo

"A" attached hereto and forrring part ofthis by-law is hereby designated as

being ofcultural heritage valuc or interest

John Koch Farmhouse
12 Heritage Corners Lane
City of Markham
The Regional Municipality of York

2. THAT the City Solicitor is hercby aulhorizcd to caus€ I eopy of this by-law
to bc registcrcd again* tbc popcrtics dcscribcd il Schc&rlc'A" attachcd

hcrcto in tbpopcrty IdRcgi*y O'6ca

READ A FIRST, SECOND, AI.ID THIRD TIME Al.lD PASSED THIS
13TH DAY OF MAY,2OI3.

"Kimberley Kitteringham" "Frank Scarpitti"

KIMBERLEY KITTERINGHAM
CITY CLERK

FRANK SCARPITN
MAYOR
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SCHEDULE'A'TO
BY-LAW 2013-57

In the city of Markham in the Regional Municipality of York, property descriptions

as follows:

LT 6 PL 65W761:MARKHAM

CITYOF MARKHAM
REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK
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For Heritage Designation By-Law for 12 Heritagc Corners Lane

STATEMENT OF SIGNITICANCE

John Koch Farmhouse
c. 1865

12 Heritage Cornen Lano

The John Koch Farsrlrouse is recommended for designation under Part IV of the

Ontario Heritace Act as a property of culnual heritage value or interest, as dessribed

in the following Statement of Significancc.

Degcriotion of Prooertv
The Jobn Koch House was relocated to Mailham Heritage Estates at 12 Heritage

Comers Lane in 2008. It was previously located at 10044 Hwy. 48 at the northwest

comer of Hwy.48 and Major Mackenzie Drive, which was once known locally as

"Wideman's Corners"

Eistoricel and Associative Value
The John Koch Farmhousc possesses historical and associative value for its
connections to the prosperous, Pennsylvania German, Mennonite community thx
was responsible forthe eady settling and farming of Markham Township.

The property was fint purchascd fiom the Crown by Andr€w Wideman in 18'14.

The Wideman family originated in the Swiss canton of Zurich, and immigrated to

Philadclphia in 1733. In 1803, members of the Widema! family came to settle and

farm in Markham Township. Thc conccntration of Wideman farms in the area of
Hwy. 4E and Major Mackenzie Drive resultcd in thc area bein$ called'widemsn
Comer's by locals for mnny years. ltr 1849, Andrew Widemsn sold the 100 acrcs at

the northwest comer of Hwy. 48 and Major Mackenzie Drive to his son-in-law, John

Koch who had rece,ntly nsnied Andrcw Wideman's daughter Mary'

The Koch family was another Pennsylvania German Mennonitc farnily that came to

Markham in the very late l8h century following the arrival of the Berczy Settlers.

John Koch construsted this housc, cirqa 1865, prior to selling his former house which

was construsted sometimc between 1844 and 1851, and still r€mai8s at the Same

comer of Hwy 4E. and Major Mackenzic Drive. Io 1871, Jobn Koch sold his first
house, along with 97 acres, to his broth€r-in-law Jacob Wideman' keeping the new

house, and 3 acrps for himself. It is beli€ved that John Koch constructed the Gross

Doddy afidtfiotshortly afrer constnrcting thc main house, to provide living quarters

fq him md his wifc in tbcir oldcr agq whilc his ado$cd daugbtlr Elizabeth Wagu
nd b h$od Winiu $irs mryld tb tc* of tu b.

Desim or Phvsical Yatuc
The John Koch Famrhouse is also an excellent example of a traditional Pennsylvania

German Mennonite firrmhouse that evolved over time to include a Gross DodQ
addition. The simple, forthright, uuerdbellished vemacular Georgian Tradition
architecture style of the house, and the Gross Doddy addition, reflect the building
traditions and values of the Pennsylvania German Mennonite faming community
that still exists in the area to this day.
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Contextual Value
trh5rE*r"*a from its origiqal location and pontext at 10044 Hwy 48, the John

Koch F-armhouse has taken oniew contextual value by being relocated and restored

in the Marhham Heritage Estates subdivision. This unique development was created

io proviae a home for slgnificant Markham 
-heritage 

buildings that were considered

threatened with loss, if lift in their original locations. At Markham Heritage Estates,

relocated dwellings are restored u""otdittg to exbemely strict guidelines that provide

a showcase ofthe best practices in heritage iestoration and conservation.

Sienificant Architectural Attributes
embody the cultural heritage value of the

John Koch Farmhouse include:
., The originql building footPrint and for, iaglnding the characteristic

Peunsylvania Gernan Gross Doddy addition;

r The moderately pitched roofs with cedar shingles;

r The board and moulded batten siding of the main house, and the vertical

tongue and groove siding ofthe Gross Doddy addition;

. The original window and door openirigsi

o The original 6 over 6, and 2 over 2 wooden windows;

o The restored front veranda with bell-cast roof, wooden railing, and turned

wooden Posts;
o The restored red brick gable end bracket chimneys;

' 
o " The solid wood, four panelled door with bolection mouldings with upper

'windowtransom;

The new fowrdation with a facing of granite fieldstone resembling a traditional

rubble foundation.




