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IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT 
R.S.O. 1990, CHAPTER 0.18 AND 

CITY OF TORONTO, PROVINCE OF ONTARIO 

Ontario Heritage Trust 
1 O Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
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118 PETER STREET 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DESIGNATE 
ONTARIO HERITAGE TRUST 

MAR O 7 2018 

RECEIVED 
Take notice that Toronto City Council intends to designate the lands and building known 
municipally as 118 Peter Street under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act 

Reasons for Designation 
The property at 118 Peter Street (John Holdford house) is worthy of designation under Part 
IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act for its cultural heritage value, and meets Ontario 
Regulation 9/06, the provincial criteria prescribed for municipal designation under all three 
categories of design, associative and contextual value. 

Description 
The property at 118 Peter Street contains the John Holdford house, completed in 1885, a 
two-and-a-half-storey, semi-detached house with a mansard roof and raised basement 
with brick cladding on its principal elevation. The property is located in the King-Spadina 
area. 

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value 
The John Holdford house has design value as a representative example of a Victorian row 
house in the Second Empire style, featuring characteristic complex massing including a 
bay window, a stepped mansard roof and decorative wood brackets and string course 
details at the cornice. 

The Holdford house has historic value as it is associated with the King-Spadina 
neighbourhood's period of development when in response to the advent of the railways 
and the growth of industry, houses were provided for area's growing middle and working 
class population. Its late 20th century repurposing as a commercial property with a 
residential unit is indicative of the social and economic changes in the neighbourhood. 
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Situated on the west side of Peter Street between Adelaide and Richmond Streets the 
house-form character and scale of the Holdford house has contextual value as it maintains 
a late 19th century residential character which is part of the diverse historic built form of 
the neighbourhood. It is physically functionally, visually and historically linked to its 
surroundings. 

Heritage Attributes 
The heritage attributes of the John Holdford house are: 

• The setback, placement and orientation of the house on the west side of Peter Street 
between Adelaide and Richmond streets 

• The scale, form and massing of the two-and-a-half storey semi-detached house with a 
raised basement with a mansard roof and dormers, projecting bay and at the basement 
and first floor level a polygonal bay window 

• The principal (east) elevation with its red brick cladding and stone-clad basement level 
• The south(side) elevation with stucco cladding 
• The openings on the principal (east) elevation with the principal entry located at the 

north side of the etevation, the basement window, the first floor polygonal bay window, 
the two window openings on the second floor which correspond in height but are 
different in width and the two attic dormer windows. 

• The details of the windows including the ground floor bay window with its double hung 
sash with transom lights above, the second floor windows with transom lights, the 
framing of the dormers with triangular pediments and pilasters with corbel brackets 

Notice of an objection to the proposed designation may be served on the City Clerk, 
Attention: Ellen Devlin, Administrator, Toronto and East York Community Council , Toronto 
City Hall, 100 Queen Street West, 2nd floor, Toronto, Ontario, M5H 2N2, within thirty days 
of March 6, 2018, which is April 5, 2018. The notice of objection must set out the reason (s) 
for the objection, and all relevant facts. 

Dated at Toronto this 61
h day of March, 2018 

c.~ 
~"'- Ulli S. Watkiss 

City Clerk 


