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Powell Houses are indicative of the style with the picturesque silhouettes, intricate
rooflines, variety of fenestration, and mixture of materials that includes decorative terra
cotta.

The McLeish-Powell Houses have associative value for their contribution to the
understanding of the historical evolution of the King-Spadina neighbourhood where they
were developed on part of the Military Reserve that was established in the 18th century
west of the Town of York and subsequently subdivided and sold in the early 19th century
to accommodate the expansion of the City of Toronto. The plan of subdivision
incorporated two important public squares (Victoria Memorial Square, with its military burial
ground, and Clarence Square) that were connected by an unusually wide boulevard
named Wellington Place where the McLeish-Powell Houses were amongst the elaborate
residences completed in the late 1800s. The houses were part of the transformation of the
King-Spadina neighbourhood from its origins as an institutional and residential enclave to
Toronto's new manufacturing district after the Great Fire of 1904. While most of the
neighbouring house form buildings were replaced by large-scale warehouses, the
McLeish-Powell Houses survived and were converted to commercial and industrial uses in
the World War i era. They provide an important reminder of the late-19th century upscale
residential appearance of Wellington Place before it was absorbed into the extension of
Wellington Street West, west of Spadina Avenue.

Contextually, the properties at 422 and 424 Wellington Street West support the historical
character of the King-Spadina neighbourhood as it developed and evolved in the 19th and
20th centuries from its origins as an institutional and residential community to the city’s
manufacturing centre. In King-Spadina, the McLeish-Powell Houses reflect the
development in the late 1800s of the section of Wellington Street West originally known as
Wellington Place as an upscale residential enclave that was enveloped by early 20th
century industrial warehouses. Situated in-between warehouse buildings, the McLeish-
Powell Houses are historically and visually linked to their surroundings where they are the
finest of the small group of surviving 18th-century residential buildings along the
thoroughfare.

Heritage Attributes ‘
The heritage attributes of the Mcleish-Powell Houses on the properties at 422 and 424
Wellington Street West are:

* The placement, setback and orientation of the buildings on the north side of Wellington
Street West between Spadina Avenue and Portland Street _

* The scale, form and massing of the pair of 2'-storey semi-detached house form
buildings with the rectangular-shaped plans above the stone foundations

* The hipped-gable roof covering the buildings with the gabled and hipped dormers,
including the trio on the south slope, with the decorative wood bargeboard and brackets

* The materials, with the red brick cladding and the brick, stone, wood and terra cotta
detailing _ _

» The arrangement of the principal (south) elevations of the houses as mirror images,
where the main entrances with the flat transoms are placed side-by-side in the centre






