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London 
CANADA 

300 Dufferin Avenue 
P.O. Box 5035 
London, ON 
N6A4L9 

October 25, 2018 

Ontario Heritage Trust 
1 O Adelaide Street East 
Toronto ON MSC 1J3 

Re: Designation of 172 Central Avenue 
The Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 0.18 

Please find enclosed, for your information, a copy of By-law No. L.S.P.-3478-495, 
entitled, "A by-law to designate 172 Central Ave to be of cultural heritage value or 
interest.", passed by the Municipal Council of The Corporation of the City of London on 
October 16, 2018 and registered as Instrument No. ER1200402 on October 23, 2018. 

The London Advisory Committee on Heritage will be contacting you at a later date to 
determine whether or not you wish to have a plaque mounted on this building to 
designate it as a site of historical value. 

~ders 
City Clerk 
/kg 

Encl. 

cc: G. Kotsifas, Building Division 
K. Gonyou, Planning Division 
J. Bunn, City Clerk's Office 

The Corporation of the City of London 
Office: 519-661-CITY (2489) ext 0916 
docservices@london.ca 
Fax: 519-661-4892 
www.london.ca 



Bill No. 587 
2018 

By-law No. L.S.P.-3478-495 

A by-law to designate 172 Central Avenue to 
be of cultural heritage value or interest. 

WHEREAS pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 0.18, the 
Council of a municipality may by by-law designate a property including buildings and 
structures thereon to be of cultural heritage value or interest; 

AND WHEREAS notice of intention to so designate the property known as 
172 Central Avenue has been duly published and served and no notice of objection to 
such designation has been received; 

NOW THEREFORE the Municipal Council of The Corporation of the City 
of London enacts as follows: 

1. The real property at 172 Central Avenue, more particularly described in 
Schedule "A" attached hereto, is designated as being of cultural heritage value or 
interest for the reasons set out in Schedule "B" attached hereto. 

2. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be registered 
upon the title to the property described in Schedule "A" hereto in the proper Land 
Registry Office. 

3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served 
upon the owner of the aforesaid property and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to 
cause notice of this by-law to be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in 
The City of London, to the satisfaction of the City Clerk, and to enter the description of 
the aforesaid property, the name and address of its registered owner, and designation 
statement explaining the cultural heritage value or interest of the property and a 
description of the heritage attributes of the property in the Register of all properties 
designated under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

4. This by-law comes into force and effect on the day it is passed. 

PASSED in Open Council on October 16, 2018. 

First Reading - October 16, 2018 
Second Reading - October 16, 2018 
Third Reading - October 16, 2018 

)Jv 
Catharine Saunders 
City Clerk 



SCHEDULE "A" 

To By-law No. L.S.P.·3478-495 

Legal Description 

Lot 23, Plan 238(W), London 



SCHEDULE "B" 

To By-law No. L.S.P.-3478-495 

Statement for Designation 

Description of Property 

The property located at 172 Central Avenue is located on the north side of Central 
Avenue (formerly Lichfield Street, Litchfield Street) between Richmond Street and St. 
George Street. A two storey brick building with an elevated basement is located on the 
property. 

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 

The property at 172 Central Avenue is of cultural heritage value or interest because of 
its physical or design values, historical or associative values, and its contextual values. 

The property at 172 Central Avenue includes a house which is a representative 
example of the Italianate style in London. Popular in the 1870s-1880s, the Italianate 
style was at the height of its popularity when the house at 172 Central Avenue was 
constructed in about 1882. 

The house has a symmetrical two-storey favade with three bays, where the central bay 
slightly projecting, which is typical of the Italianate style. However, the remaining design 
qualities of the house are unusual. It is narrow with its broadest fai,ade facing Central 
Avenue to make the home appear larger and grander. The two storey house is very tall, 
emphasizing the verticality of the Italianate style in the elevated basement and formal 
approach up to the main entry door, nearly ten foot ceilings on the main floor, and 
twelve foot ceilings on the second storey. These design characteristics are often 
attributed to Dr. Oronhyatekha's robust stature. 

The house demonstrates a high degree of integrity with respect to the Italianate style 
and its vertical emphasis in the design treatment of the favade, as it retains a number of 
original features, including: symmetrical favade, wooden two-over-two windows, paired 
and single brackets at the eaves, brick quoins, brick string course, brick voussoirs, brick 
frieze, shallow hipped roof, and slightly projecting central bay with gable and round 
louvered opening. 

Dr. Oronhyatekha (1841-1907) is a person of National Historic Significance with direct 
historical associations to the property at 172 Central Avenue. He and his family lived in 
the house at 172 Central Avenue in its first occupancy in about 1882 until 1889. Dr. 
Oronhyatekha is often attributed as having a hand in the design of the house at 172 
Central Avenue, as demonstrated in its tall ceilings, robust detailing, and prominent 
street-facing presentation to emphasize the prestige of the address. London is important 
in an understanding of Dr. Oronhyatekha's significance as he was living in London when 
he first joined the International Order of Foresters as well as when he became its 
Supreme Chief Ranger. Dr. Oronhyatekha cited London as the "cradle" of the 
International Order of Foresters. Dr. Oronhyatekha was remembered by Londoners well 
after his departure from London and death in 1907. 

The house at 172 Central Avenue is associated with the International Order of Foresters 
as the home of its first Supreme Chief Ranger, Dr. Oronhyateka. The fashionable 
Italianate style of the house reflects the grandness and stature of a community leader, 
like Dr. Oronhyateka. 

The property is also associated with Tony Urquhart (b.1934), who lived at 172 Central 
Avenue from 1968 until 1972. Tony Urquhart was the first Artist-in-Residence at the 
University of Western Ontario. He is the co-founder of the Canadian Artist 
Representation/Frontes des Artistes Canadians, and is known for his distinctive "box" 
style of paintings and sculptures as one of Canada's pioneering abstractionists. He was 
inducted into the Order of Canada in 1995. 



The property at 172 Central Avenue has the potential to yield information on an 
understanding of Mohawk ideals and Victorian values as reflected in the home of Dr. 
Oronhyatekha. 

The property at 172 Central Avenue is important in defining the character of the North 
Talbot area. The North Talbot area is characterized by homes primarily in the 1870s 
and 1880s which reflect popular architectural styles of the time. The prominent design 
values of the house allow it to define this character. 

Heritage Attributes 

The heritage attributes which support or contribute to the cultural heritage value or 
interest of the property at 172 Central Avenue include: 

Form, scale, and massing of the two storey brick building with elevated 
basement; 
Setback of the building from Central Avenue; 
Orientation of the building with its broadest fai;;ade towards Central Avenue; 
Brick exterior cladding (now painted) and brick detailing, including string 
course, frieze, quoins, voussoirs, and two chimneys; 

• Symmetrical, three-bay fayade with middle bay slightly projecting; 
Shallow pitched hipped roof with gable roof emphasizing the slightly 
projecting middle bay of the building; 
Louvered round window in the front gable; 
Paired and single wood brackets at the eaves; 
Segmented arch window openings with radiating brick voussoirs; 
Wooden two-over-two windows; and, 
Wood shutters on the front fai;;ade. 
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The appiicant(.s) hereby applies to the Land Registfar W'/Y mm dd Page 1 of 

l Properties 

PIN 

Description 

Address 

08263 - 0084 LT 

LT 23 PlAN 238{W) LONOON 

172 CENTRAL AVENUE 
LONDON 

l Applicant(s) 

This Order/By-law affects the selected PINs. 

Name THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF LONDON 

Address for Service P. 0. Box 5035. London ON N6A 4L9 
This document 1:s being ai.:lhorized by a mun1c1pal carporation Malt Brcw11, Mayor. Calhanne Saunoers. City Clerk 

This document is not aulharized under Power of Attomey by lh1s par1y 

j Statements 

This epphcation is based on lhe Municipality By4aw See Schedules. 

js1gnedBy 

David Grant Moun1eer 

Tel 519·661,4940 

Fax 519-661-5530 

300 Duff"erin Ave Suitef014, P.O. 
Box 5035 
London 
N6A 4L9 

acting for 
Applicant(:s) 

l have the authority to sign and' register the document on behalf of !he Applicant(s). 

l Submitted By 

CITY OF LONDON 

Tel 519-661-4940 

Fa:.: 519·661·5530 

l Fees/Taxes/Payment 

Statutory Registratior"t Fee 

Total PaiO 

JOO Dufferin Ave Suite1014, P.O. Box 
5035 
London 
N6A 4l9 

$63.65 

$63.65 

Signed 2018 10 23 

2018 10 23 




