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JJNATHON DARYL Hi.1.JDLEY. ~ C::ir:";:.s~1oner, ec. 
CITY OF ST. THOMAS 

QNTAP.10,HEPJTAGE TRUST 

-.uG o 1 10\g 

RECE\VED Prnv/nce or Ontario, fa, i,ic C~,1 :01c:. r: of !'1~ City of St Thomas. 
Expires March 23, 2021, 

BY-LAWNO. 168-2001 

A by-law to designate 40 Princess Avenue 
in the City of St. Thomas, as a building 

of historic and architectural value, 

WHEREAS pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act, R,S,O, 1990, c. ).18, the Council of a 

municipality may by by-law designate a property including buildings and structures thereon to be 

of historic or architectural value or interest; 

AND WHEREAS notice of intention to designate the property at 40 Princess A venue, St. 

Thomas, Ontario, has been duly published and served, and no notice of objection has been 

received to such designation; 

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF ST. 

THOMAS, ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

I. There is hereby designated as being of historic and architectural value or interest the property 

known as 40 Princess Avenue in the City of St. Thomas, all of which is described in Schedule 

"A" attached hereto, for the reasons set out in Schedule "B" attached hereto. 

2, The City Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of the by-law to be registered upon the 

title to the property described in the aforementioned Schedule "A" in the proper Land Registry 

Office, 

3. The City Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the 

owner of the aforesaid property and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation and to cause notice of 

this by-law to be published in the St. Thomas Times-Journal. 

4, This by-law comes into force on the day it is finally passed. 

READ a First and Second time this~ day of December , 2001. 

READ a Third time and finally passed this J rd day of December , 2001. 
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Reasons for lll!l<ignailon 

Historical: 

Th~ Princess Avenue Playh~u,e, home of the Elgin Theatre Guild, i• a study in tlw re-use of a building. 
Tim fu~m~r church was built in 1907, for the St. Tho111a1 congrcgalion of tbe Chun:h of J)iscit•les, as their 
ne,v buddn111, to replace lhc fir!li church, buill in 1879, al this location, The church had relocated !1crc from 
the sale of 11ro.11erty the}' had held 011 TalboC Street near Centennial Avenue. A church had existed ,it that 
site from 1864-1879. When the congregation built the new church here in 1879, Prince•• Annuc wns then 
called R~ilway Street. The fir.,t chnn:h was razed in summer of 1906. The new buihling was dedicated on 
April 18, 19117, wilh SI0,408.90 bclng raised thut day for lhe bu.ildlng fund. The con~rcgatlon of the Church 
of Disd11lcs was here unlil 1!18~. 

The buildi11g """ given a new lease on life when the Elgin Theatre Guild 1nm,hascd tile old cl1ui·cb in 1987-
1988. Since lhaf time the E.lgin Theatre Guild hns endeavored tu create a home for communitv thenlrc in 
St. Thomas wilh supporting patrons from St. Thomas, London and surroundin,:: areas. Al the ;amc time !he 
Guild has ensured that much of the original features, both exterior and interior, of thb fine building have 
been retained. 

Exterior Fcatu,·e:s: 
This handsome brick building, designed by city resident Neil Darrach, has t11rce outstanding facades, Ille 
DOl'lh, east, and soulb. The faendcs arc framed by two distinc.lively different lowero. Anchored in the centre 
of each of lhe three faeadcs, at the second floor level in the gable ends, arc si1.able stained-glass circular 
windows. Noticeable in the brick c.onslrucllon of this building Is the use of plnl, mortar. 

The large square sbaped three storey lower nt north end of the east facade, once housed the formal 
entrnnce to the chuN.h. This tower gives a sense of strength and stability to the buildlng. The large slob 
stones used in the step co11strnction arc still 1m:sent at this entrance. As well the stone walls? Aloni; the stairs 
are in place. llowever, they may require re11airs. The double entrance d<K>rs arc framed abo,·c by a J-1rnne 
fanlight of stained-glass. The s~ond levd of this tower has a series of redangular windows, aml on the third 
floor level there may have been a church hell. This t01'l'er still retains ii• original slate roof, however thal io 
ueed of repaini or replacing. 

The opposing lower, al the soi11l1 end of lhe east facade, is circular and 0',1ly two storeys ill heigh!. The 
windows in lhb tower, ru·e rt%'tangula.r stained-ghu1, lll'ld """"' to follow lhc interior circular staircase. Like 
the north tower, this tower Is also tapped with a slate roor, probably In need of rc11nlrs or replacing. This 
tower hllll its original cast iron finiRI in 11lace, while the finial for the north to1Ver is miHing, but may be 
stored 111 the Phtyhouse. 
Along the fir.It floor l~'Vel of the e.a,t facAde is a series of vertical rectMgular stahied-gla,s windows. The;v 
are similar windows 10 tbose in each of the towers. These stained-glass vi'indows allow light to flood into the 
front hall ol' the building, Equally similar but smaller square ,,lndows are found on the second floor, along 
Ille bottom of the large ,1aine1l·glass window. 

In the north facade, now the Elizabeth Street e.utrancc to the Playhousc, are equally Important detnils. Like 
lbe east facade, the dominant feature here is the large stained-glass wh1dow m1 the second floor level. The 
window design is the same, but smaller than that of the east window. A window of similar size nnd design is 
du1i!icalcd in the to11lh facade. Like the ca.,t wi111low, this one haff ADlallcr stained-glass ffindows beneath it. 
The memorial window,, which were nt the first floor level of the north facade, were removed at the time of 
,ale, but are safely housed at the Chureh on Wellington Street. The memorial windows have been re1>laced 
with tcllm'ed glass. There a1·e three painted window, on this facade that may predate this building. They are 
situated on the $eCOnd floor level, on either side of tbc large window lldd near lbe front interior 1tairci1se. 
The 1•aintcd windows have three different designs, those bcin_g an open bible, a dove, and a croH and 
chalice. At the fo11ual entranee to lhe Playhou,c, another half circle st11ined glass window rests above the 
door. A wheelchair entrance rnmp was added by the cong .. egatlon befo1·e the building was sold. A final 
serie, of stained-glass windows b situated on the first floor level, at the iVCSI end of this facad<e, A concrete 



date stone set in the squar<e tower, on this facude and a series or small ,vindow• on the second floor of tower 
complete this side'• description. 

The west facade has not been included in the de,cri11tion. At the east entrance and the north entrance the 
doors arc sheltered by blue awnings with the Playhouse's logo. 

IJ!terior features: 
Lobby: 
Although this original entrance door has been changed to a fire door, the. intcrio,· trim remains In place. The 
main noor lobby ha.i hl'fll refitted with conslderallo11 for the staircase lo the second 11oor balcon)', E.\CCfH 
for a newel po•t and part of the banister re111oved at the lo,ver portion the stuirca.<rC and bannisters all 
remain intact. A hrus handrail has been added to conform with public building codes. A fine example of a 
fl,·e pRnel wooden door remains In the lobby at the stage ent1·ance. It has Its original trim wo,·k and working 
hardware. Similar doors are found In tl1e backHtage arell, 11e11r the former Jd1cl1C11 llrca. 

Auditorium: 
The sanctuary of the former church ls now used for the Playhouse's audito1ium. In the. lower level tile 
01•lgl1111l oak pews serve as •eating. Some of these pews have the hymnal holders intact, and some of the pCll'S 

are sUghtly cuned. The rear of the room is wrapped In pine wainscoting, capped with a slight led!I•· The 
woodwork around the doors remains as original, hut like other 11laces in thb building, the exit doors arc 111m 

fire doors. The wide pine planking used in the lloo1i11g has been painted. 

'l'he up11er level or the auditorium is crowned with a sweeping cunetl balcony, supported in the lower le,·cl 
by three cast iron columns. Like the lower level, the seating in the u1111er balcony, Is also oak pews, but 
there Rrc two rows of double curved pews, whkh ei:ho the sweep of the balcony. The bannister aloog the 
edge of the balcony has been replaced by brass mesh screening and a brass handrail, 

Two school house lights, which hang in the u11pcr balcony, were retrieved from the Talbot Street store, 
where the St. Thoma, Little Theatre met in the 19~0's. As well a sign from the St. Thomas Little Theatre 
"stage door" w•• presented to the PlaJhouse by Alderotan Steve Peter,. Both items •how tl1e direct link to 
this group's community bbtory, Throughout the upper balcony the support arches, for the centre dome, arc 
very evident. They were incor11oratcd into the original <le•ign, witlt each of the three large stained glnss 
window• set between the arches. The large centre skylight allows light into the audito1iu111. 

Front Hallwa,·: 
The front haliway, which runs parallel to the ea.,t facade, wa. part of the formal entrance to the church. 
The hallway is lined on one side with a •e1·ie, of small, vc11ical of stained-glass windows. Pine wainscoting 
also wraJIS around tlte hall. A larger staioed-glru,s window is situated in lhis l1allway near the door. 

South Tower 
The lntcrio1· of the south tower remains in the most original condition or any uen in this building. The 
staircase, which follows the curve of the tower itself, ii a fine example of the .1killcd woodworking used 
throughout the building. The staircase bas three large square newel JIO•t", turned spindles and car,·e<I 
trim111ed banister. A short extension banni,ter runs along the second floor entrance to the balcony. This 
tower has been plastered and painted. Several rectangular stained-glass windows a,·e also found in this 
tower. They have curved wooden window sills which a11pear to be original. 

The lower level of the tower houses an entrance to the basement. The five panel woollen door to the basement 
remains in near 01iglnal condition, complete with working hardwa1·e. The towe.,· is suppo11ed by a base of 
field stone mbhle, wbicl1 forms the foundation. The basement of the Playhouse '" mostly used for storage. 




