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A BY-LAW to uesignate the property known municipally as 
The Auld Kirk si tuate<l on Part i·:}, Lot 16 Concc!,s.i on 7 , 
Townshir o r H:.ini!>;J.'/ , as bci ll/'. ol' .111·d 1i Lu:t.11r·.tl ;111d 
Historical Value or lnlen;~t. 

WHEREAS section 29 of The Ontario Heritage Act, 1974 authorizes the Council of 

a municipality to enact by-laws to designate real property, incl udi ng all build­

ings and structures thereon, to b<:: of architec\;urit1 or· histori c v'\lue or 

·interest; and 

WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ramsay has caused to 

! be served on the owners of the lands and premises known as The Auld Ki r k 
' . 

I 

Township of Ramsay, and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation, notice of intent­

ion to so designate the aforesai d real property and has caused such notice of 

intention to be published in the same newspaper having general circulation in 

the municipality once for each of thr:-ee consecutive weeks; and 

WHERf:A!, no notice of objection to the proposed dcsj P,ll:.. Li on h;1:; been si:,rv <.:d 0 11 

the clerk of the mWlicipality; 

THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ramsay enacts as 

11 follows: 

·Ii 
1'1· 1) There is designated as being of architectural and historical value or 

11 interest the real property known as The Auld Kirk, situated on Part 

11 East Half of Lot 16 in the seventh concession of the Township of 

II Ramsay more particularly described in instrument # 139. 
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The municipal solicitor is hereby authorized to cause a copy of 

this by-law to be registered against the pro?erty described in 

the proper land Registry Office. 

The Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this by-law t o 

be served on the owner of tile aforesaid property and on t he 

Ontari o Heritage t·oundation and to cause notice of the passing 

of this by-law to be published in the same newspaper having 

general circulation in the municipality once for e:1ch of three 

J consecutive weeks. 
'.i 
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!! READ A FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD Tilo!l': A."lD PASSED nus 2ND DA\' OF 
'i 
1: 
.. JANUARY, 1980. 

,/,· ' ·,,, -· ( .• 

I, Hobert H. Brydges, Clerk-Treasurer of the Township of Ilamsay do certify t he 

f oregoing to be a true copy of a by-law passed by t he Counci l of the Township 

1
, of Ramsay on January 2nd, 1980. 

i: 



PUBLIC NOTICL·: 

TO\;NS!ll !-' OF. H,\i\1'.~AY 

nl TIIE MATT!·:H of the Ontar·iu Hcri l,igt, ,\cl, l~74, l\ . '.; . o l ,i·;.1 , C . l:::! , /!,U 

IN THE ~IATTER of the following hnJ and pre111i :;es al 1.hc fo 11 o wi np 1Juni c ipal 

address, in the Township of l<amsay, in lhe l' rovi r.cc o f r"Jnta rio. 

Take notice that the Council of the CoqJoration of c;hc To wm;h i t1 of' Ramsay 

on the 6th day of June,1~79, <lecid1-.:d to desi1•nalc lhe f'o ll o w inr; 1anJ a nd 

bulldlng a!; property of :1rcl1iLcel.ural ar,d lii:;l.1Jr·i 1: .il v ,il u'" ,.,. inl.i: n ·::l 

under the Ontario HeriLage Act, 1974, c.1?:!. 

SflORT i;TAT!'~m:NT QI- HFJ\SON:; 1-'CJH Tiii·: 

PROPOSED DESIGNATION 

The Auld Kirk 

Part East Half Lot 16, Concession 7 

The buil?ing is located at the intersection of tile e i gh t h line and Cou nty 

Road #16, The building of the Church was begun i n 1834 an<l was comp let e d 

in 1836. 

The basic construction J.s of stone rubble wall~, int c r r u r t eu i r. ea e h s i d e 

by three large windows, and on the front hy two windows of the sar.ie s cal e 

as those on the sides, an<l by a large central door at gro und level. An 

almost fan shaped window ><ct above lhc <loo1-way i s , , dur 1 , 1:;1 l , · , , !- the, H f> p t r· 

third of the mu111 wi1,Jm~:;. l·:ach uf' t.ht· 01H.:r,irq;:, 1i.011c:, ' ":, ,;\;,::: . i,· 1,co -

gothic style towards the top of the gothic arch l'urma l. or, , :in ,! t:·,c 1 i nc: s 

of tlic wiri<lol~ 01-cnines !'or i•.lil.s:; irn.crlwir,c ii, t h e 1·ult: u l l.l ,r,·<.: ill :, :;L_-;l( 

dislincLivc, _yet lraJi Llor,al. 

The irnrortance of this bui]Jinp, lies both i!• iU: a n.: h 11 ccl.u1·:, l J i:.; ttn.::t iun 

:md in the f'act t:,al it is one of 1,amsay's ul,:Csl cl1utTh1::; ;_i nJ ,,1.1! 1y o (' Lh c 

township's sel1.ler,; arc interrl:<.1 i11 lhc ad,i,H.:cnl e cn11 . .: l u ·y . 

ilny person may, v,·i tiiin th i r·ly days u f lht: f'irs l p u b Lea ti on c, I' L:.l:; noti c e: , 

send by registered mail or de 1 i ver to the Cler·k of the To wnsh i ;, u ~- ilamsa y , 

notice of his or her objection to the propose cl desit;r..a t.i u n t oge ther 1.i t h " 

statement of the reasons for the objectio;, am, ~11 r elcv:111 1: f~,.; 1., s . I f suc h 

a Notic<: of Objection i:; rec.:ei vcll, the Counc i J of ·~h i .-. Co t'!)Or a 1. i o11 of t h e 

Township of Ramsay shall refer the.: m:.i tter to lhc Cons e r vation H cvicw r.o a r·u 

for a hearing. 

Dated ,lt the Towr,sLi~, uf Ha.msay this :.>5th tb:V ,,!' .Jur,c l >l7'l. 



''TW: AULD KIRK" 

The first systematic inun1gr:1t.ions to Ramsay Township from Scotland 
occurred 1n 181~. further groups of se~tlcrs arrived in 1818 and 
1819 and locatcJ in !.leckwith, Lanark and Dalhousie Townships. 

The Rever.,nd 11 i J li am lkll ~1:d l atc.:r the llt:verend Doctor Buchanan 
mini stc red to Lht· i;p, ri t.u,, l ne1.:ds u f V .c v;.irious scattered settlements 
durinf' Lhe pt:riod 11:llH t<• lSiO, the fur:,er' operalir.r. fror., Perth and 
lhe l:11.l<'I' :r,·;., l'r':i:'.kt0 ... a , . ·::11:. 3rrallf·• .. mcnt w:i~ not satisfactory and 
:icc.:ordir:f l •: t Lt: :.,,!ti er:.. 0:· 1:,1r.,~.ly J iv1r.~ alrn,l' the Tannery Creek at 
Leckie:':; Cur·:., r,. i.r,11 •t:I out ., ,11:r.r .. 1:·er;L ::.ini;;tcr of t heir own persuasion. 
Tht· : .. :rn ... r·c: "~· '.:~:l,~: ~~~td'l~.L,: is cJ<..:!;~i)l;1teti the ileverenc.l John Fairbairn, 
·,,'l1(J .... rri\L,i ·:. :..i:· 111:.1;,.1i.~l : i:1. ~0.1.·;, rn:,~ 1r.-iri1t~dl:1Ltly c t:~~:ar~ lu or r,anize 
n; :.:. r··,';1 ~ . .. .,n. 

Tr. ~ :"' . : I'! ! .j (.,, t. ;..::~~-i~itlf, ',,.;;1~ t ----~·~"..·· .... ! 1 :lJiLi tr. l :j .... 014r,reration 
·,.j!· '! .\ : .. 1:·.·,._. ··l. /\T1.ti?'1 '..; 1 ~1. ~;.:.l. 1..! l" t ~L lt .\ 'Ci.l!", ~fLer 

l j'~l'I · J. ~· t t"' '1:!' · •. 1 , ' .'.~-· l ir:'. :~L!'c\Lll'd" :li'r'.:("(J 1 (. c.l ...: 'j~li r· t· ~ '.11(.)t Of g round 
· 1:.t.;L:,:1'. ! -l ... i·:1:.· .. (,, I _/ .1!,:: .~ L·:·~',U·t'!l. ;?~ CP?L.••._'.J l:1,Ct.. a i ll(1 l 01' frOUHd 
~\:;1 :.:.r,·I ,I • •• ,f . .1.·:i·,· ~[1 .l/·. 1, ;~.j ~ .. ~·:;,;!"IL ~!11..: .~ri·,:t1.- ~~st l '\J r'th.·r of the 

J...r· 

:, d !;·,.,r;: ;1,!.: 'ljL,;1,,.l., ,_.,,iur·, f<;r· LJ.c :...1.;r , .. .... 1''1 1·~·:-e- YnunJ!; , Two 

: !, • J . ~ ,J 

·,,,,. :··-" .·,L, :,q;un 1!1 l,<l4 1 the sarn<: yt·:ir tnat ,;..,,.., th1.; !' i. 1·st burial 
,:, r .. , .. ,J. ,a,:e11t ccr.>ctc:-yJ ar"' was coa,pleted in 183 6 . 

The uasic co1,structlor: is stor,c rubble walls, interrupted in each side 
hy three Liri::;, winJows, .ind on the front by two window:; of the same 
s1.:alc as those arr the siJcs, and by a large central door at ground level. 
An almo::;l-fan-shaped window set above the doorway, is a duplicate of the 
upper Ll,ird of the main windows. F:ach of the openinr:.s moves in a classic 
nco-gothic style towards the top of the Gothic arch formation, and the~ 
Lncs of the: window openings for glass intertwine in the rule of three in 
a sty le distinctive, yet tr.a di tional. 
The slnr,e us<.:d in the building was drawn by oxen frvm the farm of James 
Aitken, then located on Lot '.lumber 1, llth Concession Huntley Township, 
c.,d<:ton CounLy, ( It is of interest to note that Ai t ken's great grand­
tl:iugh le r·, :.!rs. O l i vcr Sir:m:.on presently res ides in Carleton Place~ 
t,::; a :-c::;ul t of the huild i n1:.' s conversion for use other than t lu, sc for which 
it was dt:signcd, two of the winduws, one on eitht:r side, at t he rear have 
been blocked in, inside th,.; hu ilding, in ordc:r, to form a winter burial 
v;.iult. This i:- ,;orr.ethinl? uf a tragedy from the viewpoint of tradit:ion, 
althougl. ertircly within Lill' !,ounds of ;iracticality, 

i_a te r HJ~ '.ury: 

,he ;: n:a t Dis trur Li ori of th<.: i'rcsbyt.eri an Church 1n Scotland, of the 
it140':; was Jelt as .... .,11 in Harc:,ay, and as a re:;u l t, St. Johr , ' s Free 
"J,·JI,·r: ,.,,. h,:ll ·.1.1:•u11,illv \J,'i'Clsitc: the Au:J 1:~rk, However the ~'. rcund 
,·J ,_c 1 •• ~c. •.:.,· I 1·,·c: C1,,1rcl·. ,,r,,vcd unsuiLtb,e fu r· burial:; and '_ha~ 

'.'.JI . , . I I ~I~ • l·: !l~ f~· '· i. 
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OHr ta.. ,-re, the cwtery ooetiaued to be ~ u a o ~:,J~-~f:"·:·~ 
hrial 11'0111ld, Ulld baa 11ained ud •till ll&iataiu a allanot.er ~ · r_,~~, 
ceadiil& ita ori&inal dena.inatiGPal 1tatua. By the b•1i..ani.n& of tile '~~> '+::i.:· 
lHO'• the eatabliahina and aubeeqquent &rowth of the waollm iDduU'1 ·· ·. ) ,· · 
in the Villaae of Almionto N:a\lltod in an i.Dcreue in tbe pep11latia . ·: .. 
of tbe village at the expenae of other nearby 11ettle.eat., heno• ~ 
conaro&ationa of both the Auld lir~ and the FN:o Church waa fol'Cled ta 
conaider .ovin& tho focus of their activities to the &l"OWin& To.en of 
Al11Gnto. Accordi.Jagly a new st. A.ndrewa MU built in 1811 and tbe ,,... 
ChlAl'dl conatructed st. John's in 1863. 
Ar. a reault of this relocation of familiei., the Auld Kirk was left iD 
• atate of di srepair for many years, until, after the first World War, 
when former residents of the co111111W1ity got together to Mork out• plan 
for the partial restoration of the buildi ng, and iti. 11aintenanc:c aa a 
meaiorial to the Scottish settlers and their descendants, 
The Auld Kirk remains in use to-day for some burial service&, and the 
vault referred to earlier, is used as a repository for the remain• of 
those who died during t he winter months when final committal is difficult. 
A service to honour the memory of those buried inthe adjacent cemetery 
is held each year i n the Auld Kirk, and i s celebrated by the Chain.an 
of the EcW11Cnical Board of the area. 

NORTH LANARK HISTROICAL SOCIETY. 
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