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BY -] AW NOMBER ThY3S

A BY-LAW to designate the property known municipally as

The Auld Kirk situated on Part &), Lot 16 Concession 7,

:> Tgwnsh%p of" Ramsiy, as beinp ol Architcetural g

Historical Value or lnleresti.

WHEREAS section 29 of The Ontaric Heritage Act, 1974 authorizes the Council of
a municipality to enact by-laws te designate real property, including all build-~
ings and structures thereon, Lo be of architectural or historic vq}ue or
‘interest; and

WHEREAS the Council of the Corporaéion of the Township of Ramsay has caused to
be served on the owners of the lands and premises known as The Auld Kirk
}ownship of Ramsay, and upon the Ontaric lleritage Foundation, notice of intent=-
ion to so designate the aforesaid real property and has caused such notice of
intention to be published in the same newspaper having general circulation in
the municipality once for cach of tﬁbee consecutive weeks; and

WHEREAS no notice of objection to the proposed desipnation bas been served on
the clerk of the municipality; )

THEREFORE the Council of the Corpeoration of the Township of Ramsay enacts as
follows:

1) There is designated as being of architectural and histerical value or

interest the real property known as The Auld Kirk, situated on Part
East Half of Lot 16 in the seventh concession of the Township of

Ramsay more particularly described in instrument # 136.

2) The municipal solicitor is hereby authorized to cause a copy of
this by-law to be registered against the property described in
the proper land Registry Office.

3} The Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to

be served on the owner of the aforesaid property and on the

! Ontario Heritage Foundation and to cause notice of Lhe passing
of this by-law to be published in the same newspaper having
i general circulation in the municipality once for each of threc

consecutive weeks.

| READ A FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD TIME AND PASSED THIS 2ND DAY OF
' JANUARY, 1980.

el (T A Lyt

Reeve Clerk vV

. I, Robert H. Brydges, Clerk-Treasurer of the Township of Ramsay do certify the
i foregoing to be a true copy of a by-law passed by the Council of the Township

3 of Ramsay on January 2nd, 1980.

' [k oV Gy

Robert H. Brydges, Clerk




PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF AMEAY

N TIE MATTER of the Ontariu Heritupe Acl, 1974, l.5.0 1vdq, C.132, MAND
IN THE MATTER of the following hnd and premises al the following municipal
address, in the Township of kamsay, in the lrovince of Ontarie.

NOTICE O TNTENTION TO DESTGNATE

Take notice that the Council of the Corporation of the Tewnship of Ramsay
on the 6th day of June,1979, decided to desipnate the following land and
building as properly of architeclural and historical value or inlerest

under the Ontario Heritage aAct, 1974, C.172.

SHORT STATEMENT O HREASONS FOR THE
PROPOSED DESTGNATION

The Auld Kirk

Part East Half Lot 16, Concession 7

The building is located at the intersection of the eipnth lirc and County
Road #16. The building of the Church was begun in 1834 and was completed
in 1836,

The basic censtruction is of stone rubble walls, interrupted in cach side
by three large windows, and on the front by two windows of the same scale
as those on the sides, and by a larpe central doer at ground level. An
almost fan shaped window scl above Lhe doorway is o duplivate of the upper
third of the main windows. lach of the opeuings noves oo clasuie neo-
pothic style towards the top of thc gothic arch lurmat on, and the lines
of the window opcninps tor plass Intertwine in the rule ol three oo styice
distinclive, yet Lraditlonal.

The importance of this building lies both v itte architectura]l distinetion
and in the fact that it 18 onc of Rumsay's oldestchuarches and aany of Lhe

township's selilers arc interrcd in the adjucent cometery.

Any person may, within thirty days of the [irst publicatlon of tiiis noticc,
send by registered mail or deliver to the Clerk of the Township of Ramsay,
notice of his or her objection to the proposed desipration together with a
statement of the reasons for the objection and all relevant {acis. I such
a Notice of Objectien is recveived, the Council eof %hi. Corporation of the
Township of Ramsay shall refer the matter to the Conservation Heview Board

for a hearing.

Datcd at the Township of Ramsay this 25th duy ol June 1979

dobert fio Al en



"THF AULD KIRK"

The first systematic immigrations to Ramsay Township from Scotland
occurred in 1815. Further proups of settlers arrived in 1818 and
1819 and located in Beckwith, Lanark and Dalhousie Townships.

The Reverend william Bell and later the Reverend Doctor Buchanan
ministered to Lhe spiritunl needs of tic various scattered settlements
during the period 1818 to 18:i0, the feurrer operating from Perth and

the latter froi Pranktown.  Tnis arrangoment waz not satisfactory and
according v the werliers ol Damsay Jivirp aloyye the Tannery Creek at
Leckice's Coriors ot out o nermarent ninister of their own persuasion.
The Coureh of Seotla . acturi.ng Ly desipnatee the dleverend John Fairbairn,
WO WELIVG h b coetanc b i 1833, ang immediately cegan Lo organize

R R R

Trotoe o oL PR e e sy sengion was e Lected, and this conprepation
el el GRS el o RRARELE TR SARIENGENR . U Ehal ey after

Creze o ke v, ne Loneroeatlon apreed 1o avnuire a nlot of pround
B 4 ok soareloaoehureh. on concesoacnce a plol of pround
e U I S0 N T W i (T SO SR o T (P i Fug 1y, Vho gt —cast curner of the

Lant et e Ll Lusuer o, un bine Soventh Coneessien of Lamsay was

ol it s, uatoer, lur Lhe Sour o7 Three Pounds, Two
bl woder o ms afindE T WRERNY .

T oo wan begun 1t 1sb4 (the same year tnat saw the first burial
L Ll adjacent cemeteryi and was coopleted in 1836.

servraption of the Building:

The vasic construction is store rubble walls, interrupted in each side

by threc large windows, and on the front by two windows of the same

scale as those on the sides, and by a large central door at ground level.
An almosi-fan-shaped window set above the doorway, 1s a duplicate of the
upper third of the main windows. Each of the openings moves in a classic
neo—gothic style towards the top of the Gothic arch formation, and the
lines of the window openings for glass intertwine in the rule of three in
a4 style distinctive, yet traditicnal.

The stone used in the building was drawn by oxen from the farm of James
Aitken, then located on Lot Number 1, llth Concession Huntley Township,
Carleton vounty. (It is of interest to note that Aitken's great grand-
daughter, ¥rs. ¢liver Simpson presently resides in Carleton Placey

As a result of the building's conversion for use other than thusce for which
it wus desipned, two of the winduws, one on either side, at the rear have
been Llocked in, inside the building, in order.to form a winter burial
vault, This ic something of a tragedy from the viewpoint of tradition,
althougt. entirely within the hounds of practlicality.

Later Hiztory! i sy

The Great Distruption of the Presbyterian Church in Scotland, of the
1840's was lelt as well in Ramsay, and as a result, St. John's Free
Clerrer wan builU wraponally opposite the Auld Eirk. However thu pround
vl an(it to tiee bree Church preved unsultab.e fur burials and thac

gy B et ey e Bgld ¥t PUOUNE UO¥ Imtersunty.
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Over the ysars, the cemetery caontinued to be regarded as a oﬂig
burial ground, and has gained and still maiatains s character trasse
cending its original denominational status. By the beginning of the ©
1360's the establishing and subseqguent growth of the woollen industry
in the Village of Almonte resulted in an increase in the pepulatien
of the village at the expense of other nearby cettlements, honoe the
congregations of both the Auld Kirk and the Free Church was forced te
consider moving the focus of their activities to the growing Town of
Almonte. Accordingly a new St. Andrews was built in 1861 and the Free
Church constructed St. John's in 1863.
As a result of this relocation of families, the Auld Kirk was left in
a state of disrepair for many years, until, after the first World War,
when former residents of the community got together to work cut a plan
for the partial restoration of the building, and its maintenance as a B
memorial to the Scottish settlers and their descendants. o
The Auld Kirk remains in use to-day for some burial services, and the '
vault referred to earlier, is used as a repository for the remains of
those who died during the winter months when final committal is difficult.
A service to honour the memory of those buried inthe adjacent cemetery
is held each year in the Auld Kirk, and is celebrated by the Chairman
of the Ecumenical Board of the area.

NORTH LANARK HISTROICAL SOCIETY.




