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RE. C 12. i lN ~DMATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT 
R.S.O. 1990 CHAPTER 0.18 AND 

170 MERTON STREET 
CITY OF TORONTO, PROVINCE OF ONTARIO 

NOTICE OF PASSING OF BY-LAW 1347-2019 

Ontario Heritage Trust 
1 O Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, Ontario, M5H 1 J3 

Take notice that the Council of the City of Toronto has passed By-law 1347-2019 to 
designate 170 Merton Street (Toronto-St. Paul's, Ward 12) as being of cultural heritage 
value or interest. 

Dated at Toronto this 25th day of October, 2019. 

Ulli S. Watkiss 
City Clerk 



Authority: Toronto and East York Community Council 
Item TE27.21, as adopted by City of Toronto Council on 
November 7, 8 and 9.2017 
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2019-10-10 

To designate the property at 170 Merton Street as being of cultural heritage value or 
in tcrcst. 

Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to 
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be ofcultural heritage 
value or interest; and 

Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 170 Merton Street as 
being of cultural heritage value or interest; and 

Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto has caused to be served upon the owners of the lands 
and premises known as 170 Merton Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust. Notice of 
Intention to designate the property, nnd has caused the Notice of Intention to be posted on the 
City's web site for a period of 30 days in accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162. Notice. 
Public, Artick II. ~ 162-4. I. Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 

\.\'hereas one notice of objection \Vas served upon the Clerk of the municipality but has since been 
withdrawn; and 

Whereas the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule A to this by-law; 

The Council of the City of Toronto enacts: 

l. The property at 170 Merton Street. more particularly described in Schedule B attached to 
this by-law. is designated as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 

2. The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be registered against the 
prorerty described in Scheduie B to this by-law in the proper Land Registry Office. 

3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the owners 
of the property 170 Merton Street at and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to cause 
notice of this by-law to be posted on the City's web site for a period of 30 days in 
accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162. Notice. Public. Article II. ~ 162-4.1. 
Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

Enacted and passed on October 3, 2019. 

Frances Nunziata. Ulli S. Watkiss. 
Speaker City Clerk 

(<:;eal of the City) 



2 
City of Toronto By-law 1347-2019 

SCHEDULE A 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

The property at 170 Merton Street (the former Visiting Homemakers Association) is \\'orlhy pf 
designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage ;\ct for its cultural heritage value. 
;rnd meets Ontario Regulntion 9/06, the provincial criteria prescribed for municipal dcsignati()n 
under all three categories of design. associative and contextual value. 

Description 

The property at 170 Merton Street contains the former Visiting l lome1m1kcrs /\ssociJtion 
building designed by Leslie Rcbanks and constructed in 1969 as a t\\'Li-and-a-hal f stL,n~:-, ntfo.:c 
huilding with brick dadding. An elevator was added 011 the east elevation in 1995. 

Statement of Cultural Herital!c Value 

The formi:r Visiting I lomcrnakcrs Association headquarters building has design \·aluc as a 
distinctive representritive of the post-war style known as Late Modernism. A high degree ul' 
artistic mi:rit nnd era tlsmanship is evident in the castle-I ik.e mnssing of the building including the 
octagonal lo\\'ers and bays. the integration of a terrace srx1ce within the complex and the use of 
concrete brick and mortar (Llriginally pigmented a dark grey) with expressed corner ,inints 
combined \\'ith 'ribbon windows.' 

The building has associative value as the first purpose-built headquarters for the Visiting 
Homerm1kers Association (VI-IA). a Toronto-based socinl welfare agency which \\as founded in 
1925 by Uarbara Blackstock providing care to disadvantaged families. the sick. thL' elderly. and 
people living with intellectual disability and homelessness while also undertaking research and 
reporting on the co-relation hct\\'ccn lo\\' wages. poverty and health. The VHA oc.:cupied the 
building for 40 years unti I 201 0. The bui Id ing has associative value as a format ivc \\ ork in the 
career oi'the Toronto-hased architect Le~lie Rcbanks, a fellow of the Royal Architectural 
Institute of Canada and an elected member of the Royal Canadian Academy 01 Arts, knmrn for 
his award winning ::ind critically-acclaimed projects for Witting!on Properties Ltd. ,:md Lobbws. 
The building also has value for its association with the \V. Ciarfield Weston Foundation \\ho 
donated th..: building and the rroperty to the VHA dedicating it Lo thi: memory or \,Jrs. \\'. 
Garfield ( Reta) Weston in 1970. 

Contextually, the VHA headquarters builtling is important in defining nnd rnaintnining the 
111id- twentieth century character ofiv1erton Street which. following the completitH1 of the Yonge 
Subway line in 1954 and the local Davisville station. saw the transforrrn1tion of the street from a 
btc 19th-century road characterized by industrial buildings and Victorinn se111i-dctachcd 
dwellings and row houses to a dense urban strcd of low-rise residential and comml'."rcial 
buildings with a variety of distinctive designs. The introtluction of health and social m.:1 Care 
agencies. including the Girl Guides and War Amps as well as the VI IA \\hich hml 
specinlly-designcd headquarters. contributes to the distinctive post-war. architectural character of 
the street. 
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I krit::.igi: Attributes 

The heritage attributes of the former Visiting Homemakers /\ssocintion nre: 

• The sctbat.:k. placement and orientation of the building on the north side of Merton Street 
bet\\ een Yonge Street and Pai I ton Crescent 

• rl1c si.:alc. form and massing of the two-and-a-half storey office building \\ith its 
octagonal IO\\ crs on the south. west and north c lcvations 

• On the rrincirnl (south) elevation, the octagonnl onc-and-n-lrnlfstorcy bny and the raised 
terrace and stnircase on the south elevation and the projecting roof overhang 

• The principal (south) elevation and two side elevations facing cnst and \\'est\\ ith their 
concrete brick cladding 

• The interlocking detnil of the bricks at the corners of thi:: towers nnd bays 

• The arrangement of openings on the princirnl (south) elevation \\hich includes. at the 
first floor. the recessed cntrnnce. the ribbon \vindov.:s at the second level and the corner 
,, indO\YS at the south-west corner at the basement, first and second tloor levels 

• The arrangement of openings on the side elevations (west and cast) \\'ith the lrnnJs of 
ribbl)l1 ,v inJc)\\·s 

• The black mt:tal frames of the ribbon windows with their verticully proportioned 
opcn111~s 

The J'ollo\\ ing arc not i:1cluded as heritage attributes: 

n,c I L)l)5 elevator tm1.er on the cast elevation 
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SCHEDULE B 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Pl;\; 2 l I 2• -0024 (LT) 
PART OF LOTS 30 AND 32, REGISTERED PLAN M-5 
DESl(iNA TED AS PART l . PLAN R-3922 

City nf Toronto and Province of Ontario 
Land Titles Division ol'thc Tornnto Registry Office (No. 66) 




