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REASONS FOR PROPOSED DESIGNATION

The Oriental Hotel is the only existing hotel in Castleton.
It was built in the last quarter of the 19th century. The hotel
has long been & central landmark and focal point of the
community.As well as serving as a hotel 1t has housed a Doctor's
office, Township library and branch of the Canadian Imperial Bank

, of Commerce.

An example of the Country Italianate style of architecture
the building retains many of 1ts original features. Some of thase
include:four inch pine clapboard,original bar room, hardwood
floors and windows,

some of the features of the original building distinctive to
the Italianate style were: peaked window cornices, decorated
cornice brackets and dichromatic effects created by contrasted
eve and corner mouldings.

The hotel, which now serves as a private residence, stands
as an example of the vernacular form of the Italfanate style in a
rural commercial building.

Any person may within thirty days of the first publication
of this notice send by registered mail or deliver to the Clerk
of the Township of Cramahe notice of his or her objection to the
proposed designation together with a statement of the reason for
the objection and all relevant facts. If such notice of the
objection 1e received, the Council of the Corporation of the
Township of Cramahe shall refer the matter to the Conservation

Raview Board for hearing. _____ _ z

The Hotel was built around 1890 to serve the village of
castleton, the Township seat and the crossroads in the
agricultural centre of the Township.It is an example of the
Country Italianate style of architecture.

The Hotel originally had eight rooms for guests on the
sacond floor, Later an addition was buiit on the front of the
upper storey inclosing the existing balcony to provide a sun
room, sitting room for guests.

The upper floor contains 9 authentic doors and 10 original
door frames, Three of the guest rooms atil) contain period rope
ladders provided as fire escapes.

The staircase and railing as well as the wainscotting and
base boards in the upper storey have also been retained.

On the ground floor all rooms retain the first wainscotting.
The front entrance is original retaining the first door, The
entrance 1is topped by an arched transom light.

A large archway serves as the entrance from the lobby into
the west room (pub). The archway is framed in the genuine trim.

The bar room invites one to step back in time with its
single board birch bar top and cash tray. The bar is mounted on
three large panals of tongue and groove lumber. The centre
grooves run vertically, while the outside panels run diagonally.

The bar has retained its built in liquor cabinet, with ice
compartment and original side latch fron hardware. There is also
a large freestanding ice box. A dutch door serves the area behind
the bar. It 18 thought that this is where guests came to

regieter.
original hardwood floors exist throughout the ground floor.

Saven of the earliest doors and frames remain on the ground
floor. The back entrance from the storage lean-to is hung with a
door with 4 raised panels. It 1is framed in the authentic trim
with intricate mouldings. An arched transom exists above the back
entrance as well,

A unique feature of the house are the heavy sets of
aelaborate casted iron hinges on the retained doors. These hinges
contain intricate patterns worked in the metal.The front and back
door each have sets of three of these hinges. Eleven sets of
these hinges exist on other doors throughout the ground
floor.Also present are some examples of original hardware such as
an iron door knob and lock and the thumb latch on the back

entrance. ;
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