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ONTARIO HERITAGE TRUST
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May 6,2021

Provincial Heritage Registrar

Ontario Heritage Trust

10 Adelaide Street East

Toronto, ON M5C1J3

Dear Provincial Heritage Register,

Re: Notice of Passing of Bylaw 2016 being a Bylaw to Designate 195 Baaot Street in the

Town of Essex, under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act

Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Essex at its regular

meeting held on Monday May 3,2021 adopted Bylaw 201 6/ being a bylaw to designate the

property municipally known as 195 Bagot Street (Colchester Schoolhouse) in the Town of

Essex under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act A copy of Bylaw 2016 is attached. Bylaw

2016 includes a statement explaining the cultural heritage value or interest of the property

and a description of the heritage attributes of the property.

Rita Jabbour, RPP, BA, MSc | Manager, Planning Services

Town of Essex] Department of Development Services

33 Talbot Street South, Essex/ ON, N8M 1 AS

519-776-7336 ext 1112 I 519-776-881 1

33 Talbot Street South
Essex, Ontario N8M1 AS
www.es5ex.ca

t 5197767336
f 5197768811



The Corporation of the Town of Essex

By-Law Number 2016

Being a By-Law to designate the property known municipally as 195 Bagot

Street (Colchester Schoolhouse Property)^ as being of cultural heritage

value or interest under the provisions of the Ontario Heritage Act/ R.S.O.

1990,c.0.18.

Whereas Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the council of a munidpslity to enact

bylaws to designate real property, including all the buildings and structures located thereon,

to be of culturai heritage value or interest;

And Whereas the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Essex has consulted with the Essex

Municipal Heritage Committee with respect to the designation of the property known

munidpally as 195 Bagot Street: (Colchester Schoolhouse Property) as being of cultural heritage

value or interest;

And Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate said property;

And Whereas the Council for the Corporation of the Town of Essex has caused to be served

upon the owner of the lands known as 195 Bagot Street (the Corporation of the Town of Essex}

and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, notice of intention to designate the property and has

caused the Notice of Intention to be published in newspapers having general circulation in the

municipality as required by the Ontario Heritage Act;

And Wheregs the reasons for designation are set out in the Schedule A;

And Whereas no notice of objection to the proposed designations has been served on the Clerk

for the Corporation of the Town of Essex;

Now therefore the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Essex enacts as follows:



1. That the property known munidpally as 195 Bagot Street {Colchester Schoolhouse

Property), and more particularly described in Schedule "A" attached to this bylaw, is

hereby designated as being of cuStural heritage vaiue or interest under Part IV of the

Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.0.1 990, c0.18, as amended;

2. That the municipality's solicitor is hereby authorized to cause s copy of the bylaw to

be registered against the properties described in Schedule "A" to this bylaw in the

proper Land Registry Office;

3. That the Clerk of the Corporation of the Town of Essex is hereby authorized to cause

a copy of this bylaw to be served upon the owners of the aforesaid properties and

upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, and to cause notice of this by!aw to be published in

a newspaper(s) having general circu!stion in the Corporation of the Town of Essex as

required by the Ontario Heritage Act;

4. That Schedule "A" forms an Integral part of this byiaw.

Read a first, a second and a third time and finally passed the 3rd day of May, 2021.



APPENDIX A

Description of Property ~ 1 95 Bsgot Street, Colchester Schoofhouse

195 Bagot Street is located at the corner of Bagot and Sullivan Street in the hamlet of

Colchester and is legally described as LOT 5 W/S BAGOT STREET, PL 18 COLCHESTER; PT LOT 5

E/S SYDENHAM STREET, PL 1 8 COLCHESTER PT 2,1 2R6837, ESSEX. It is comprised of the

Cotchester Schooihouse: a one-and-half storey, one room brick schoolhouse built in 1881. The

property forms part of a small historic precinct of buildings and landscapes along the

waterfront

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value and Interest

195 Bagot Street retains significant historical, architectural and contextual value as a one -

room brick schoothouse built in 1881. Built to replace an earlier structure, the Colchester

Schoolhouse (known as School Section Two S.S. #2) functioned as a central educational and

community space for the village of Colchester and the broader rural area.

Like many rural schools, the Colchester Schoolhouse served an important ro!e in educating

generations of children until it was closed in 1965, when educational institutions were

centralized in the Town of Harrow. The Schoolhouse is also representative of the region's

unique social history as a racially integrated school, in contrast to nearby segregated schools.

Despite the integration of black and white children, local histories indicate the presence of

racism through the Schoolhouse's history.

Known locaily as "The Little Red School" in Colchester, the brick building was built in a

Victorian vernacular archltecEural style, comparable to other one-room schoolhouses

patterned from the 1866 Canada Farmer stylized building pisns. The style is characterized by

a square footprint, gabled massing, efongated rectangular fenestration, and s prominent

belfry. ArchEtecturaiiy, the Colchester schoolhouse contains a number of decorative

embellishments including carved keystones, raised quoins, and dogtooth course brick trim

along the roofline.



The rural schooihouse style illustrates the trend in the Ontario education system during the

19th century. Championed by Dr. Egerton Ryerson ('1803-1 882), the "father" of public

education in Ontario, one-room schooihouses provided local education and community and

were the mode! of education in Ontario for generations.

Description of Heritage Attributes

Key exterior attributes that embody the Colchester Schoolhouse as a good example of a 1 9*

century rural schoolhouseand as a central educational and community space for the village

of Colchester include its:

• Location at the northwest corner of Bagot and Sullivan Street

• Contextual relationship of she property with the village historic precinct including the

frontages and views to the church building, rectory, cemetery, and chapel;

• Mass, form, and style of original schoolhouse;

Red brick dadding in common brick bond on all four elevations;

• Fieldstone foundation;

• Roof belfry with square housing, beil, and finia);

» Later brick chimney and crown;

• Dogtooth stringcourse brick trim along roofline.

• Alt existing window openings topped with rowlock and header brick voussoirs and

underscored by cast stone lug sills;

• Projecting keystones with central keystone can/ed with floral motifs and flanking label

stop stones;

• Decorative stretcher course quoins arranged and offset in three course sections;

• tnset date stone under southern gable apex reading "School Section No. 2,1881 ";

• Round vent opening under northern gable apex;

* East yard, from Bagot Street, with views to the schoolhouse;

• South yard, from Sullivan Street, with views to the schoolhouse


