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Statement of Cultural Heritage Value

Physical and Design Value

Built in 1892, the property at 120-122 Sherbourne Street has design and physical value
as a fine representative example of a late-19th century, Victorian-era main street
commercial and residential row Clad in red brick on its street-fronting Sherbourne and
Britain Street elevations, the corner building blends  elements of the Romanesque and
Classical Revival styles as expressed through the varied architectural elements,
including the articulated brickwork, arched window openings and entrance, and
rusticated stone foundation. The Sherbourne Street elevation is organized into three
bays separated by brick pilasters, with architectural details including flat-headed and
rounded-arch window openings, stone sills, corbelled brickwork and a recessed
entrance beyond a grand, three-centred arch entryway.

Historical and Associative Value

The corner Main Street Commercial Row type building at 120-122 Sherbourne Street is
valued for its association with the late-19th century community which developed around
this section of Queen Street as an urban townscape combining industrial, commercial
and residential functions, lining one of the city's major cross-routes. If is valued for its
historic association with Queen Street, the original boundary between the ten-block
Town-of York established in 1793 and the Park L.ots estates to the north, and for its
association with the history and development of the King-Parliament neighbourhood in
the late 19th century.

Contextual Value

Contextually, this three-storey Victorian-era brick commercial row maintains the scale,
form and massing, materiality and patterns of use of this section of Queen Street East,
particularly between Mutual Street and Seaton Street. Located within the north edge of
the King-Parliament Secondary Plan Area which contains the historic 1793 Town of
York, it supports the character of the area as it represents the late-nineteenth-century
development of the neighbourhood with commercial/residential and industrial buildings
and consistent urban street walls.

Situated at the north-west corner of Sherbourne and Britain Streets, just south of Queen
Street (originally known as Lot Street) which separated the Town to the south from Park
Lot estates to the north, the row is physically, visually and historically linked to its
surroundings alongside the neighbouring heritage properties at the Thomas J. Wilkie
Block (167-185 Queen Street East, 1886-1887), the Carlyle Block (234-242 Queen
Street East, 1892-1893) and the adjacent corner properties identified in the King-
Parliament Secondary Plan Review at 112-118 Sherbourne Street (1903-1910).









