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Statement of Cultural Heritage Value

Physical and Design Value

The Kormann House Hotel has design value as a representative example of a late-19th
century corner hotel, typical of those found at major intersections in Toronto. Its design
is highlighted by a chamfered carner, the application of Classical defailing, and the
varied fenestration associated with the late-19th century Renaissance Revival style.
Defining architectural features include the building's cornice, stepped parapet above the
roofline and decorative corbelled brickwork. '

Historical and Associative Value

The Kormann House Hotel is valued for its association with the late-19th century
community which developed around this section of Queen Street as an urban
townscape combining industrial, commercial and residential functions, lining one of the
city's major cross-routes. It is valued for its historic association with Queen Street, the
original boundary between the ten-block Town of York established in 1793 and the Park
Lots estates to the north, and for its association with the history and development of the
King-Parliament neighbourhood in the late-19th century.

The building at 229 Queen Street East is valued for its association with the architect,
John Wilsonh Sidall. Between 1893 and 1932, Sidall designed numerous institutional,
ecclesiastical, commercial and residential buildings in Toronto between 1893 and 1932
and made significant contributions to the City’s buiilt form. Siddail's works are
characterized by their blended styles, as is also evidenced in the design of the subject
property at 229 Queen Street East.

Contextual Value

Contextually, this three-storey, Victorian-era brick hotel maintains the scale, form and
massing and materiality of this section of Queen Street East, particularly between
Mutual Street and Seaton Street. Located on the north edge of the King-Parliament
Secondary Plan Area which contains the historic 1793 Town of York, it supports the
character of the area as it represents the late-nineteenth-century development of the
neighbourhood with commercial/residential and industrial buildings and consistent urban
street walls.

Situated prominently at the south-west corner of Queen Street East (originally known as
Lot Street), which separated the Town to the south from Park Lot estates to the north,
and Sherbourne Street, the Kormann House Hotel anchors this historically important
intersection and is physically, visually and historically linked to its surroundings
alongside the neighbouring heritage properties at the Thomas J. Wilkie Block (167-185
Queen Street East, 1886-1887) and the Carlyle Block (234-242 Queen Street East,
1892-1893)..









