
This document was retrieved from the Ontario Heritage Act e-Register,  
which is accessible through the website of the Ontario Heritage Trust at  

www.heritagetrust.on.ca.

Ce document est tiré du registre électronique. tenu aux fins de la Loi sur le 
patrimoine de l’Ontario, accessible à partir du site Web de la Fiducie du 

patrimoine ontarien sur www.heritagetrust.on.ca.  

http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Home.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Home.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Accueil.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Accueil.aspx


------ --------------- - -

... • 

• 

• 

' 

' 

• • e 
' 

.11~1v 1 0 2005 
-BY:J7AW 724 ___ -- f·~~.·~1r.~-~·=-, .. 

Historic and Architectural Value 

· REAS section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 0.18, authorizes Council to 
. ass a by-law designating a property within the municipality to be of historic or architectural 
alue and interest; 

REAS our Municipal Heritage Committee has recom 1nended that the property 
own ml1nicipally as 46349 Sparta Line is of historic and architectural value; 

REAS Council has given notice of its intention to designate the said property as a 
roperty of historic value as required by section 29 of the said Act; · 

ND WHEREAS no notice of objection to the designation of the said property was served on 
e Clerk of the Municipality; 

OW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE ICIPALITY 
F CEN ELGIN ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: • 

1. Property known municipally as 46349 Sparta Line, and more particularly 
described in Schedule ''A'' attached hereto, is hereby designated as a property of 
historic and architectural value. 

• 

2. The reasons for designation are as set out in Schedule ''B'' attached hereto. 

3. The Clerk is hereby authorized 
a) to cause a copy of the by-law together with the reasons for designation, 

i. to be registered against the property affected in the proper land 
registry office, 

ii to be served on the owner and the Ontario Heritage Foundation, 
b) and publish a notice of such by-law in a newspaper having general 

circulation in the municipality. 

AD a FIRST and a SECOND TIME this 13th day of December, 2004. 

AD a THIRD TIME and FINALLY PASSED this 13th day of December, 2004 

• 

Clerk Mayor 
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SCHEDULE ''A'' to BY-LAW 724 

The lands subject to this By-law are described as Part of Lot 1, Registered Plan 48, South of 
Main Street, Geographic Township ofYannouth, Municipality of Central Elgin. 
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SCHEDULE 11811 to BY-LAW 724 

Temperance House 
1 2 I I 
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Architectural Qualities 

The Temperance House, constructed in the 1840's, and was built by Artemas 
Hitchcock. It has .had many uses including a hotel, social spot ( dance hall, ·tea parties 
etc.), and is currently an antique shop and ''Taste of Britain;'' a British products shop . 

• 

It has had many interior and exterior renovations including, new vinyl windows 
op. the second level, and vinyl siding on the rear and extension. These were done when 
the building was left in a dilapi<lated state for some·years and needed to be fixed after 
that. The Structure has no~asement and sits on a 111ix of :fieldstone and clay brick 
foundation. It is a full two stories high, with a15 metre long e and a 14 metre width. 
It is made of clapboard and supported by a wooden fi'cl111e. The clapboard on the comers 
is comer boarded to make a nice finish. Its roof is a mediuru gable. The buil · has plain 
soffits, projected eaves, wooded verges, moulded fas~ias, and plain friezes. There is one 
chirnney on the building. It is made of cement block, located offset right, and is single 
mass. It straddles the gable hip facing the facade. There is one doorway on the building 

. with plain as well as a pointed-shaped hood with decorative functional brackets, carved 
fascia, and wood shingled rooftri1n. Each doorway has 2 leav:es, four, and 2 glass panel 
doors (See Photograph). The windows on the building are two sash double b.ung 2/2 pane 
arrangement. Some ~f th~ original widows have been blinded on the west wall. The 
original verandahs -Were later replaced with what is now there. There is an open railing, 
str-aight stairway leading up to a platfonn open railing porch on the main level. 
Windows, c · eys, and stairs have ·been added to the original building and the roof has 
been altered. . 

Several key figures of the Spar la co1111nt1nity owned this property. Among these 
are John Mills, John H. McDowell, and the Spac·ta. Public House Company. 

' • 
} 

John Mills arid Ja111es Mills, his son, were influential in the early land 
development in Sparta. John received land from Baby the sa111e way Jonathan Doan did 
and split it a111ongst his sons. 1'his laid the groundwork for many of the divisions of land 
that occu1red between the early settlers. This allowed for Isaac Moore's wife, Hannah, 
and her sister Drusilla Harvey to receive land and fi1·111Iy establish their fa111ilies in the 
Sparta co111111unity. Isaac Moore, the husband of Hannah Moore, is the reputed owner of 
the Elgin House. According to a search done at the Registry office he never owned it. 
This does not mean that he was never the proprietor; he may have just never owned it. 
Isaac's significance is then at one time that he almost had a monopoly on the hotel 
business. John H. McDowell was another one of the many influential businessman of 
Sparta. He supposedly bought the Temperance house from Isaac Moore but again from 
the search at the Registry Office this is false. Later the hotel arnassed a large clientele 
because of its bar. The Temperance Movement of the village took a di1n view of alcohol. 
In the early 1900's, the then Ontario House was closed. The Temperance Movement 
devised various methods of operating the building. This is why the Temperance House is 
so named. The Temperance House is now owned by 
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NOTICE OF DESIGNATION 
OF PROPERTIES PURSUANT TO SECTION 29 OF THE ONTARro·FIERITAGE ACT 
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46342 SPARTA LINE 
(SPARTA HOUSE) 
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TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of the Municipality of Central Elgin, at a 
meeting held on Monday, December 131h, 2004, passed By-law No. 723 to designate the 
property known municipally as 46342 Sparta Line and legally described as Lot 1 and Part of 
Lot 6, Registered Plan 48, North of Main Street, Geographic Township of Yarmouth, 
Municipality of Central Elgin, as a property of architectural and historic value pursuant to 
section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 0.18. 
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TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of the Municipality of Central Elgin, at a 
meeting held on Monday, December 131h, 2004, passed By-law No. 724 to designate the 
property known municipally as 46349 Sparta Line and legally described as Part of Lot 1, 
Registered Plan 48, South of Main Street, Geographic Township of Yarmouth, 
Municipality of Central Elgin, as a property of architectural and historic value pursuant to 
section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 0.18. 

DATED at the Municipality of Central Elgin this 241hday of December, 2004. 

Donald N. Leitch 
Chief Administrative Officer & Clerk 

Municipality of Central Elgin 
450 Sunset Drive 

St. Thomas, ON N5R 5V1 
Telephone (519)631-4860 - Facsimile (519)631-4036 

email dleitch@centralelgin.org 
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