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CITY OF ST. CATHARINES
BY-LAW No. 78-341'

A BY-LAW to designate the Court House
at 85-87 King Street of architectural
value and of historic interest. s

BY-LAW rcad a first, sccond and third
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CERTIFIED CoPY

CITY OF ST. CATHARINES

BY-LAW NO. 7§ -36/

A By-law to designate the Court House at 85-87 King Street of architectural

value and of historic interest.

WHEREAS The Ontario Heritage Act, 1974, authorizes the Council of a municipality
to enact by-Taws to designate real property including all the buildings and

structures thereon, to be of historic or architecturaT value or interest;

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the City of St. Catharines has
caused to be served upon the owner of the lands and premises known as No.

85-87 King Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation notice of intention
to so designate the aforesaid real property and has caused such notice of inten-
tion to be pub]ished in a newspaper having a general circulation in the munici-

pality once for each of three consecutive weeks;

AND WHEREAS the reasons for designation are set out as Schedule "B" hereto;

AND WHEREAS no notice of objection to the said proposed designation has been

served upon the Clerk of the municipalitys

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF ST. CATHARINES

enacts as follows:

1. There is désignated as being of architectural and historic value or
interest the real property, more particularly described in Schedule "A" hereto,

known as No. 85-87 King Street.

2. The City Solicitor is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this By-law

to be registered against the property described. in Schedule "A" hereto in the
proper Land Registry Office.

3. The City Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this By-law to
be served upon the owner of the aforesaid property and upon the Ontario Heritage
Foundation and to cause notice of this By-law to be published in a newspaper

having general circulation in the City of St. Catharines.

PASSED this /&% day of W 1978.
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SCHEDULE "A"

ALL AND SINGULAR that certain parcel or tract of land and premises situate,

1ying and being in the City of St. Catharines, in the Regional Municipality

of Niagara formerly in the County of Lincoln, and being composed of Lot No. 708

according to the Plan of the City of St. Catharines filed in the Registry Office

for the Registry Division of the County of Lincoln as Corparation Plan No. 2.
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‘ ' SCHEDULE 'B"

SICIIFICAICT i

For vurposes of orieniailan assume that James Street Tuns in a north-

the fronéldoor being on the south side of the buil .ding.
‘The laying of the corner sione of the orlglnal wing of the “Lincoln

Couniy Enilding" took place on Mondey Octiober 30, 1848. A vlatform was

erscied at ihe northeast corner of tke building for the ceremonial laying

of the stone. In the presence of Toronto architect Kivas Tully and i.L.A.

ss jar containing some papers WS lowered
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Sir Allan e
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irto a ceviiy, ihe architect 12id 2 plate over all, the Grand Haster of
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the ¥esons spread on the norier, end it wes then fopped with the foundation '

store — accompanied by the tune “CGod Save the Queen". After tne ceremony,

the beautifnl silver trowel used in the event was presented to Sir Allan

fiacliab by the Soard of Po7lce. " This historic trowel is now in the St.

Ceitkarines ”1Suor1cal Lueeun aiter havwng been recently discovered in

Lustraliaz end reuurned o St. Catharines by the Lasonlc Order.

The building was Puilt in 8”8-18A9 as the Merket House a2nd. Town Hall

of St. Ca%harines- The upper.floor was originelly the Council Chamber

and meetl g'haTl.' It also contalﬂed ~alleries and an offlce for the Tovm.

Clerk. The ceilings were 22' 1n.he1ght and the room was 54' by 40' in size.

The first floor, with its 13’ higa ce ngs, contalned eloht ‘stalls for

the merket with 127 wide passageuays between. The basement of this 1849

section originally had 0rov~svons for TOORS for the housekeener, nollce-

office, lock-up, fire engin rook zné ladder and hose, and rot air heatﬂrg

equipment;-5 . . . R S .

The rnoted archiiect, Kivas Tully of Toronto — who also designed the

Fellard Cour:i Zouse, St. Lawrence Hzll in Toronto, and Victoria Hall in

-

Cobourg — is s=a2id to have pziterned the south facade after the Hotel de

¥ille in Perugia, Itz2ly. The-contractor was William Baron of St. Catharines.

D-2% L their rames are carved in stone on the facade. The architect is

E directed 1o surpess William Thomas'! Town li2ll in Fizgara
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Soze %en years aftier ihe completion of the Town Hall, St. Catharines

sitats for the relocation of the Courty Seat from Niagara. TSoth
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vigw=oints for the move and alihsugh the electors of the county at large
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This 'was opposed oy lizgara who wished reimbursement. The bill

w2s tassad with an indemmity clause oxdering Lincoln to pay the Toun of

Zizzzrz 38,000 as compensation for their surplus building area. These

furis were used to construct 2 luxurlous hotel, the Royel liagera, to
Tiract wealihy visitors to ihe tcwm. St. Catherines passed a by-law
ver2itiing the use of the Towm ¥all by the County and agreed to heat and

Iight the duilding free of charge.
2 br-law estzblishing the County Seat in St. Catharines reads:

¥hereas the Corporztion of the Tovm of St. Catharines
have offered %his council the free use of their fowm

<y hall, and have also agreed to light
2nd heat ihe same free of charge be it therefore enacted
by the Corpora%i n of the Cournity of Lincoln that from
g hexeof the town h2ll of the Towm

a %

. of Zi. Catharines hall be.known as, 2nd be’ the county
hall of the Couniy of Lincoln. Passed Jenunary 28, 1862.

ibichel Norse, Yarden F.A.B. Church, Counity Glerk.

The builéing was enlarged to zccomodate.the shared use of the
gll ard the 1 coln Cour ty Court Iouse. A small
was erecied ai the ﬂor:“.eut corner. of the present structure and

izrge.zast vwing was commencad in 1863 and completed in 1865. This

lalisr addition was built by Samuel G. Dolson to the nlans of ¥ 1111an

ion
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Izicrzwy, Tully's design was not accepted in the compe i%i on. T'e adcéi
Catharines town hall and offices to'remain in the originzl
ané the Countv offices and Court to be located in the new u1rg.

The original, sectlon of this ele gant cut~stone building was er ecued

z cost of 516,000 wlth the aggrege ute cost of the addition and the.main
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thouzt the Court House is located at the corner of King and James,

——— Vo

tkere is 2 street in St. Catharines called “Court Street®™. This arez was

tre residence of Oliver Phelps, 2 contractor on the First Canzl, and he so
named the street because he intended it %o be the locetion of the Court
House wien it was renovéd from Fiagara. The Court House wasn't located
itere bui the name heas en dured to thms céay.
TESTRIPTION .

I%

This two storey ashlar building is in uhe Ontario Georgian style.

w&s conceived as something of a stage set, in that only the portion visible

Zroz the James—King i 'n%ersection-is adorned with the rock—faced, channelled,

{ineenston ashlayr rnlch shows in the typical photograph of the building.

The west wall is a coursed rubble Klngston limestone vhile the north wzll

3e ramman ved brick. The exterior of the Court House was sandblasted in 1971.
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with <he wa2ll.

metal roof.

BUILDER

riptions on the front facade bear ﬁhe names of

tecu and the bLl’der.

ginal
ral openings on the first
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nrive than on laier additions.
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course below the second storey

juoins in 2 smoothexr

than the balance of the ashler.

11ke that in Perugma, is carved in s‘tone

which conform to the slope of

ngs on each side are

ecific location.

main south enirance door has been

of doors and frames bul the azdjecent

stained. glass cozt-of—arms in the

floor have semi—circular

Second floor windouws 2are a nmixioure

zngular heads denending on location,

inal 1849 Lullj wing i 's far moxre

A1l vvrdo"s are uoabTC

LAP 4

the nembers of

ce (similar to a Town Council) as well as the names

KIVAS TULLY, ARCHITECT

ELIAS S. ADAIS, PRESIDERT

HERRY b

ITTLEBERGER, GEORGE: RYKERT C

JOEIT F. KITYLEBZRGER, THOMAS BUR¥ES

SANUEL L. 5%

The date of construciion appears in Roman

e southern facade and inm

second
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faczde is surmounted bj a bell tower witl

znd is
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—— - - —— ——— o4 ks 3

A.D.

~ard feature 2

topped. Oy &n octagonal cunola.

JOENY, C.M. ARNOLD, CLERK

Yumerals below the clock

ediately above the band course separating
storey. + appears es follows:
¥DCCCXLTIZX.

decorative cornice at +the intersection

o roof wes installed in 1865 over the original

th a three-faced

Four stone urns

in the tower

now gone. 4lsa, the bell
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originally played on important role in the community in that it summoned

the fire brigade in case of an emergency but this funciion has since

A T

. teen rezlaced.
Tne cloc.: in the 'b.ell ‘b_ower was probably installed coi.n_cident with
tre erection of the Town Hell in 1849. As there were no Canadian clock
menufeciurers in business at that time, it was probably imporied from
Burose aé suggested by its unusual European—style movements. There is
no idsntizying:manufactﬁrer plaite on the clock. There is an 8 foot long

pencduluz with 2 bodb weighing approximately Ilfty pounds. It rings with

the a2ssistance of the orlgd.nal weights which e_n.e 1d from the clock tower

=N

<0 the floor of ﬁh first .floor. The s i&e‘or chime fuanciion siill

’ operates. The clock is wound once a week and still malnta:v.ns a2 remarxable

+time zccuracy within one minute a.month.

: The iz:uerior st:.ll has handsomely—detailed, glazed., 'oane" led—wood

-

 doors 2né frames.with the fros ted glass 1nscr1~o'tz.ons. Var_:.ous vlaster

.- cornieces are still intact-as are in’heresi:ing casﬁ-—lron steam radiators,
irclu d:.ng one of unusual circular design.

L _The Court Room on the second floor of the 1849 m.ng da.ues 'r:con the ..
1865 alterations and lnas excellen“b wood detazlﬂngs, .it was Fformerly

the Town .rsa..l before the 1865 addrl::.on.

The vast :r.o-rner Public Hell on the second floor of the 1865 wing has

been supdivided both vert:l.cal 1y .and horizon ually J,n'ho sma.ller Cour‘c Roons and

officss. An inspection of '{'.he attic reveals the remzins of 'che original - -

. o e

- harr e"-vaul.,eé. ce111‘1 and mouldings which once capped this clea.r—span space,

fken cox nle»ed in 1865, this lurge room accomnoda‘ted 800—1000 persons for

2 variety of evenis from concerts to musicals.
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Tre basement irndicates no signs of the market stalls which it once

cf

Louseé. £ semi-—de‘tgr:’%oratéd carved bull's head and & sheai of vheat on
the James Street entrance are all _'tha.t'remains 10 indicate the use of the
east wing bave'ﬂe*rt as 2 market. These_:c”-_e'rnants or:f.,g.;_:_t:?ally advertised that
Andrew vallace had a meat market in the building and John Titterington a feed
mai‘ket. In 1865 the 16 stalls were rented out by an auction, the majofity of

which went for an annual rent of $65.
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