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REGISTERED MAIL

August 1,2014

Ontario Heritage Trust
10 Adelaide Street East
Toronto, ON
MsC 1J3

Re: Designation of 321 St Paul Street
Under the Ontario Heritage Act
Our File No. 10.64.184

Please be advised that City Council at its regular meeting of July 21, 2014, passed a
By-law designating the above-noted property under the Ontario Heritage Act. A copy of
By-law 2014-190 is attached for your records.

Please contact the writer at (905) 688-5601, extension 1710, if you have any questions.

Yours truly,

{$ \5*.i"

Kevin Blozowski MCIP RPP

Planner 1

c.c. N. Auty, City Solicitor
B. Nistico-Dunk, City Clerk

Kevin BlozowskiG:\Heritage\Part lV Designations and Reports\321 St. Paul Street\NOTICES\32lSt.PaulHDLetteroNHtgTrust-
NoticePassing by-law.docx
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Planning and Development Services
PO Box 3012, 50 Church Street
St. Catharines, ON L2R7C2

Phone:
Fax:
TTY:



CITY OF ST. CATHARINES

By-LAW No. 2o ry'- 4o

A ByJaw to designate the property at 321 St. Paul Street to be of cultural heritage value

or interest.

$HEREAS pursuant to section 29 of the ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. o.18'

as amended, the council of a municipality is authorized to enact by-laws to designate

property within the municipality to be of cultural heritage value or interest if the property

meets the criteria prescribed by regulation, namely ontario Regulation 9/06;

AND WHEREAS in accordance with the ontario Heritage Acf, the council of The

Corporation of the City of St. Catharines has consulted with the St. Catharines Heritage

Committee regarding the designation of the property municipally known as 321 St' Paul

Street;

AND WHEREAS the Council of The Corporation of the City of St. Catharines considers

that the property municipally known as 321 St. Paul Street is of cultural herilage value

or interest by reason of the fact that the structure was erected by Harper Wilson in

1874. and is one of the most distinctive and conspicuous Victorian era commercial

buildings within the downtown core. lt is an excellent example of the Second Empire

style of architecture, which reached its height of populariV during the second and third

quarters of the nineteenth century;

AND WHEREAS the property municipally known as 321 St. Paul Street meets the

criteria set out in Ontario Regulation 9/06.

AND WHEREAS the Council of The Corporation of the City of St. Catharines has

caused to be served upon the owners of the property municipatly known as 321 St. Paul

Street, and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, notice of intention to designate the

property and has caused such notice of intention to be published in a newspaper

having general circulation in the City of St' Catharines;
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AND WHEREAS further reasons for the designation of the property municipally known

as 321 St. Paul Street, including a description of the heritage attributes of the property'

are set forth in Schedule "A" hereto;

AND WHEREAS no notice of objection to the proposed designation has been served

upon the Clerk of the City of St' Catharines;

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF ST.

CATHARINES enacts as follows:

1. The property municipally known as 321 St. Paul street and more particularly

described as LT 389, CP PL 2 GRANTHAM;TMl & S/T INTEREST lN RO575488;

ST.CATHARINES, BEING ALL OF PIN 46219-0096 (LT), is herebv designated to be of

cultural heri,trage value or interest. The description of the Heritage Attributes of the

subject property are outlined in Schedule'A" attached hereto'

2. The City solicitor is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this By-law to be

registered against the property municipally known as 321 St. Paul Street, and more

particularly described in the proper Land Registry Office'

3. The city clerk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this By-law to be served

upon the owner of the property and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to cause

notice of this By-law to be published in a newspaper having general circulation in the

City of St. Catharines.
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Readafirsttimethis 2/St daYof

Read asecondtimethis 2tSt daYof

Read a third time and passed this S / 5t day of

2014.
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SCHEDULE "A" TO BY-LAW NO. 2 O I /_ / Q O

DESCRIPTTON OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES OF 321 ST. PAUL STREET

This document is intended to comprise an executive summary, outlining in brief the

heritage attributes of 321 St. Paul Street. lt is broken down into two sections: the

historical background of the property and the architectural features of the building. A

more detailed version of the research compiled by members of the St. Catharines

Heritage Committee is also available for reference purposes'

Historical Background

This structure was erected by Harper Wilson in 1874, and is one of the most distinctive

and conspicuous Victorian eia commercial buildings within the downtown core. lt is an

excellent'example of the Second Empire style of architecture, which reached its height

of popularity during the second and third quarters of the nineteenth century'

Directories and land records show that this building passed through the hands of a

number of prominent merchants and grocers, beginning with, Harper wilson who had

served as an officer during the Ameriian Civil War in the 1860s, as well as the firm of

Meniman and Ross. During the period between 1914 and 1928, this building was

owned by a well known coifectioner and ice-cream maker named Henry Wipper, and.

by the Beattie Bros. dry-goods store. From 1927 until 1986, this building was occupied

by a succession of shoe-stores, and since 1987 it has been home to the Pony Mini

hliart. The upper floors have long contained a number of residential apartment units,

and the third floor once contained a public assembly area or hall where various

functions and meelings could be held.

This building occupies the entire area of the lot. lt is a key landmark slructure in the

downtown clre, and especially on the established streetscape of St. Paul Street'

Architectural Features

With the exception of the first floor the exterior facades of this three storey red brick

structure have remained virtually unchanged since the time of its original construction.

Recognized as a landmark building on the streetscape, images of the "Broadway Block"

have 6een captured in a series of engraved views and photographs from as early as

1876. These have helped to record and document the changes to the building

throughout the years.

The building rests upon its original limestone block foundation. The ground floor and

second storey walls were buif out of locally manufactured red brick. The third storey is

believed to be of frame construction, clad in very distinctive polychrome slate roofing

tiles arranged in a pleasing geometric diamond pattern. The second and third floors

retain theii original window distribution, with no alterations to the window openings. The

second storey windows are taller and narrower than those found on the third floor, and

are notable for the use of cut-stone keystones. These appear to have been employed

for their decorative, aesthetic appeal rather than for any structural integrity. The third

storey fenestration is particularly important to the appearance of the building' These

arched top dormer windows retain their highly decorative, architecturatly inspired

wooden "eyebrows." These features are mirrored in the adjoining portion of the building

on St. Paui Street. This not only anchors the study area building but also provides a

sense of visual continuity along the streetscape. The corner tower, with its ornamental

iron railing at the top, is the visually most striking feature of the entire structure'

This building has lost the most westerly of its original red brick chimneys, which was

replaced ny-a tatter and simpler stack sometime during the early 20'n century' The other

cfrimney, displaying an ornamental patterning in its brick work, has been slightly

truncated Uui tne lower two-thirds remains in situ. lt is an important architectural

remnant original to the time of the construction of the building in 1874.



The ground floor has altr/ays featured large plate glaes-display-windonn at the St' Paul

and Icademy Sheet comer. This doorway has been slightty {tcred since its orUinal

construc*ion, in orderto prodde a covered entrance to the building, and was dad in

angel stone Eometime Auring the 1960s. The rear ell ls Eleo otiginal to the building' Th€

rodfline has b€on altercd ationre Point, which resulted in the loss of some gabled

dormer window openings whidr faced od onto Academy Street.

The cleaning or (similar in apparance) appearance replaqment- of the slate roof,

removal of 6e giay stonenro* on the lroi.rnd floor, repair of the +f?g"d chimney, and

Sympathetic sidnabe would further enhance this already rema*abb heritage tesource

in an important downtown stre€tscape.


