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Character Defining Elements

Items that contribute to the historical value of the Tunnel Ventilation Building

include:
e Its landmark status as the last original Detroit-Windsor Tunnel building in

Windsor ,
e Its long-time service to the on-going operation of the international Detroit-
‘Windsor Tunnel — one of the great engineering wonders of its time, that changed
forever how people/ vehicles/ goods moved between the downtowns of Windsor,
Ontario, Canada and Detroit, Michigan, USA. The coming of the bridge and
tunnel rang the death knell for the car and passenger ferries, and changed the face

of downtown Windsor forever.

Exterior features that contribute to the architectural value of the Tunnel Ventilation
building include: .

Its imposing eight-storey structural steel construction

Its cladding of red brick with Indiana limestone trim.

Its second floor cornice that provides a strong horizontal architectural element. °
Its virtual lack of openings below the second floor with strong vertical elements
above such as flat pilasters and banks of windows

Its pair of three-storey painted louvers on the north and south facades

Its ornate limestone/concrete cap.

Characteristics that contribute to the contextual value of the Tunnel Ventilation

Building include:
e Its landmark status as the only original (1930) tunnel building remaining in

Windsor.
Its central location over the Detroit-Windsor Tunnel in the heart of downtown

Windsor just three blocks south of the Detroit River.



