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The dwelling at 2472 Bovaird Drive West contains many of the hallmarks of the Queen Anne style
including elaborate brickwork, decorative terracotta panels, an irregular roofline, windows of varying
shapes and sizes with rusticated sills, segmental arches and drip moulds, and a visible stone
foundation. Other architectural features include two projecting gabled bays, paired decorative, pierced
wood brackets with drop finials.

The entrance, located in the centre bay, is protected by a reconstructed porch. Ghost markings
around the entranceway on the brick in older photographs of the house suggest an earlier front porch,
although its original appearance is unknown. A half-moon window on the second storey of the centre
bay is capped by red brick voussoirs with corbelied label stops. The house also has a number of
ltalianate features, including broad eaves and paired brackets, its brickwork, roof structure, and
visible stone foundation are strongly indicative of the Queen Anne style.

The residence also displays a high degree of craftsmanship and artistic merit, evident in the design,
material, and finishes of the building, particularly the detailed brickwork and woodwork which
distinguishes the house. Decorative elements include the paired brackets, terracotta panels above
the basement windows, voussoirs finished with an egg and dart design, brick banding at different
levels of the house, and the dentilled cornices on the gables of the frontispieces. Many of the window
openings are also delicately embellished. The paired windows on the first storey of the dual
frontispieces are separated by a modillion in the form of a fluted pillar with a decorative cap and an
ivy vine design in the window tympanum. Decorative brick banding separates the different levels of
the houses.

Historical/Associative Value:

The property at 2472 Bovaird Drive West also has historical/associative value due to its connection
with at least two prominent families in Norval: the Greenswords, an early settlement family, and the
McMeekins. The property on which the house sits was originally associated with Alex C. Lawrence
who then sold part of the property to the McNichol family. Archibald McNichol then sold the south
western part of the land to Timothy Greensword in March 1839. The land was located at Lot 11 Con 5
on the Tremaine Map.

Timothy Greensword was a farmer originally from England and his wife, Rhoda, was from Ireland.
They had four sons and four daughters and at least two of their sons, Edward and Isaac, were born in
Peel. Following Timothy's death in the mid-1870s, Isaac took over the land. Edward and his wife,
Isabella Orr, granted a quit claim for the property to Isaac in June 1885, at which point in time there
was a four room frame house on the site. According to the census records, by 1901 Isaac and his
wife, Margaret, were living in a twelve room brick house on the property, likely the extant building,
with their sons, Albert and Wellington. Edward and his wife moved to Norval Station.

The two brothers were well-known men in the area, staunch Conservative supporters, and members
of the Methodist Church. Edward and Isaac were also involved with the Halton Rifles, now known as
the Lome Scots, during the mid-late 19th century. Edward Greensword in particular was involved in
the fight against the Fenians. At the age of 23, as part of the Norval Infantry Company of the Halton
Rifles, he travelled under the command of Joseph Kyle to the Niagara area in 1866 to defend the



border against the Fenians. He attended a memorial event at the site in 1898 and received a Fenian
Raid Medal for his service in 1900. His brother Isaac attended the militia camp in Niagara in 1873 and
is listed on the Halton Rifles acquittance roll for that year.

In the spring of 1909, Isaac Greensword retired and moved to Brampton. He sold the family property
to Archibald M.C. McMeekin for $7300. McMeekin lived in the house with his wife, Annie, and their
son, Lorne. He was a chartered member of the Jersey Cattle Club and a famed horse breeder who
won numerous awards at fairs during the 1930s especially. One of his fillies, Lady Lee Axworthy, won
the Grand Championship in 1931 at the Royal Winter Fair. Archibald McMeekin eventually sold the
property in June 1956, not long before his death in 1961.

The Teramoto family, one of the first Japanese families in Peel, lived at the McMeekin farm for a time
in 1945, according to Shirley Teramoto, who wrote a chapter on the family in the book From “Wolf's
Den” to Huttonville and the Pioneers Who Made it Possible.” In a 2012 issue of Nikkei Images, Shirley
Teramoto stated that they lived in an old frame house without any amenities and could be a reference
to the original dwelling of the Greensword family. One could presume that the Teramotos resided in
an earlier structure of the property’s history that continued to be on the property even after the red
brick farm house was complete.

Contextual Value:

The property has contextual value as it maintains and supports the current rural character of the area.
The Greensword/McMeekin house is closely linked with other cultural heritage resources in the area
including the Greensword orchard, McNichol Cemetery, and the Laird Estate.

DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES

The heritage attributes comprise all fagades, architectural detailing, construction materials and
associated building techniques, as well as significant landscape elements and important vistas. The
detailed heritage attributes/character defining elements include, but are not limited to:

e Queen Anne architecture

e 2 1/2 storey height

e Projecting gabled bays on front fagade

e Irregular roofline

e Visible stone foundation

e Broad eaves

o  Wood soffit

e Wood fascia

e Paired and pierced wooden brackets

e Red brick construction

e Decorative brickwork and brick designs, including banding and voussoirs
e Design and placement of decorative terracotta panels
e Location, shape, and size of original window openings



e Wood window surrounds
o Rusticated stone sills
¢ South facing orientation

The short statement of reason for the designation, including a description of the heritage attributes
along with all other components of the detailed Heritage Report: Statement of Reason for Heritage
Designation, constitute the "reason for heritage designation” required under the Ontario Heritage Act.

Please contact Antonietta Minichillo, Heritage Coordinator, at 905.874.3744 to view this document,
and for further information. Any objections to this proposed designation must be filed with the City
Clerk no later than 4:30 p.m. on July 3, 2016 (within 30 days of the publication of this notice).

Date: June 3, 2016

Peter Fay, City Clerk

2 Wellington St. W., Brampton, ON L6Y 4R2

905-874-2106 (voice), 905-874-2119 (fax) 905-874-2130 (TTY)
cityclerksoffice@brampton.ca






